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PREFACE. 


In  the  military  oath  administered  to  an  officer  on 
court  martial,  it  is  said,  "You  shall,  well  and 
truly,  try  and  determine,  the  evidence  in  the  matter 
now  before  you:"  this  I  have  done  according  to 
my  conscience  and  the  best  of  my  ability.  An 
unfavourable  verdict  has  been  the  result.  Many 
of  tlie  facts  which  I  have  now  brought  forward  to 
illustrate  my  views  of  the  present  state  of  Russia 
came  under  my  own  observation.  It  is  possible 
that  the  reader  may  not  agree  with  me  in  the  con- 
clusions I  have  drawn  from  them,  but  I  can  at 
least  claim  his  confidence  in  their  accuracy.  To 
assert  that  there   are  no  Russians,  (it  is  not  of 


IT  PREFACE. 

Courlanders,  Livonians,  and  Finlanders  that  I 
speak,)  whose  characters  would  not  lead  lo  a  dif- 
ferent estimate  of  the  national  worth,  would  be_ 
absurd ;  there  are  of  course,  exceptions,  but  every 
disinterested  observer  must  admit  that  the  mass  of 
each  class  are  such  as  I  have  described  them.. 

In  the  despotism  of  Russia  we  may  look  in  vain 
for  the  paternal  character  of  the  Austrian.  She 
manifests  no  desire  to  ameliorate  either  the  moral 
or  physical  condition  of  her  serfs,  or  afford  them 
protection  by  a  just  administration  of  the  laws. 
The  wisdom  and  policy  of  preparing  them  for  that 
great  change  from  slavery  to  freedom,  which  sooner 
or  later  must  inevitably  take  place,  appears  never 
to  have  entered  into  the  hearts  of  the  nobility ; 
they  debase  rather  than  improve  the  mental  facul- 
ties of  their  dependants,  and  are  frequently  more 
ready  to  increase  than  diminish  the  burdens,  which 
in  a  barbarous  age,  might  not  right  enabled  their 
fellow-men  to  impose  upon  them. 


^^V  llie  infiuence  possessed  ^iJ  Russia  in  the  coun- 
^B^eUa  of  Europe  is  a  perfect  incongruity,  for  though 
her  extent  of  territory  is  enormous,  her  natural 
resources  great,  her  court  surrounded  by  all  the 
insignia  of  civilization,  and  her  capital  replete 
with  all  the  luxuries  of  life,  she  is  the  lowest  in 
the  scale  of  those  nations  that  have  any  claim  or 
pretension  to  be  called  civilized.  Evidence  in 
rappoit  of  this  opinion  will  be  found  by  the  tra- 
veller at  every  step  he  takes  in  the  country ;  and 
if  he  only  remains  there  long  enough,  he  will  very 
probably  leave  it  as  I  did,  not  much  disposed  to 
i^ieitk  in  favourable  terms  of  a  sovereign  and  no- 
bili^,  who,  being  themselves  possessed  to  a  certain 
extent  of  the  benefits  arising  from  civilization, 
persist  in  withholding,  on  principle,  liberty  and 
Mxnal  improvement  from  forty-five  millions  of  their 
eountiyinen. 

The  excursions  in  Greece  and  the  Crimea  ex- 
ipted,  my  wife  was  my  travelling  companion  in 


^neepted,  my 


this  long  but  Interesting  tour ;  and  her  being  as- 
sociated with  so  many  of  its  incidents  and  recol- 
lections, will  account  for  my  having  used,  and  in 
remembiance  carefully  retained,  the  plural  number 
in  various  parts  of  these  Notes.  I  am  sensible 
tJiat  there  must  be  in  them  much  that  is  open  to 
criticism,  but  I  shaU  throw  myself  on  the  good- 
nature of  the  reader,  to  whom  I  "  Present  Arms," 
and  close  my  preface,  trusting  that  my  first  shot, 
though  not  in  the  "bull's  eye,"  may  not  alto- 
gether miss  the  target  of  an  author's  hopes — 
the  approbation  of  the  Public. 

W.  J. 

JDKIOK   ONTTCtl   SXBTICK   CLUR, 
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CHAPTER  I. 


— EiTecu  of  Dfipepaia — Dcporturs  fnr  Rottar 
— Muiinl  fntinl   it  Pnuikfort — latediken— 


^E    good   old    motive    for    travelling  —  to    be 

"  tried  and  tutored  in  the  world  " — 

■  not  now  a  prevailing  one.     How  numerous  and 

Wfatioua  those  that  have  arisen  with  tlie  present 

■cilitiei  of  locomotion !     Some  travel  to  get  out 

if  deht,  others  to  get  in ;  to  avoid  duns  ;  to  get 

»  the  Travellers'  Club ;  to  kill  time ;  to  geolo- 

^  or  botanize  ;  to  sketch,  or  fish,  sometimes  in 

wbled  waters,  in  search  of  the  sublime  or  the 

poiculoug ;  or  any  other  "  good  male   or  female 

and,  lastly,  as  in  my  case,  in    search 

"'  health,  which  had  been  impaired  under  the 

'"llowtng  cirgamstances : — 

*'  liiteen,  I  found  myself  at  the  mess  table 


S  THE    AITHOR    IN    CANTONMENTS. 

of  a  regiment  in  India.  My  brother  officers  soon 
initiated  me  into  their  habits,  and  I  lost  no  time 
in  adopting  hot  tiffins,  and  imbibing  Hodgson's 
pale  ale,  claret  cup,  bishop,  songaree,  and  other 
beverages,  which  hot  winds  aod  no  end  of  drill 
rendered  almost  excusable.  If  I  add  to  this, 
snipe  shooting,  under  a  meridian  sun,  in  paddy 
fields,  up  to  the  knees  in  water, — two  fevers,  the 
cholera  morbus,  and  a  residence  of  some  months 
in  a  cantonment  several  feet  below  the  level  of  an 
adjoining  river,  where  the  frogs  in  the  barrack- 
square  were  constantly  hopping  through  the  jil- 
mills*  into  our  bedrooms,  I  think  few  of  my  read- 
era  (if  I  have  the  luck  to  have  any)  will  deny 
that  I  have  enumerated  causes  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  send  me  home,  six  years  after,  a  confirmed 
dj-speptic.  For  six  yeara  more,  spent  chiefly  in 
the  monotony  of  country  quarters,  I  suffered  tor- 
ments in  miud  and  body,  of  which  an  extract  from 
my  diary  of  symptoms  will  give  but  a  faint  idea. 

January  15th,  1838.  —  Last  night,  horrible 
dreams,  and  violent  starts.  In  the  morning, 
mouth  parched,  tightness  in  the  head,  singine 
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the  ears,  eyes  yellow  and  filmy,  pains  in  the  back, 
pulse  50,  no  appetite ;  took  fifteen  drops  of  the 
muriated  tincture  of  steel  to  create  one,  without 
effect ;  nerves  and  spirits  gone ! ! ! 

Such  a  state  of  body  and  mind  had,  fortunately, 
many  ludicrous  as  well  as  melancholy  conse- 
quences.    One  night,   on   the  barrack-guard  at 

C ,  I  had,  from  sheer  exhaustion,  laid  down 

on  the  stretcher,  and  fallen  into  one  of  those 
lethargic  slumbers  so  common  to  my  class  of 
dyspeptics,  when  I  was  roused  by  the  corporal 
bawling  close  to  my  ear,  "  Grand  rounds  are 
waiting,  Sir!" 

Her  Majesty's  dip,  wasted  in  a  socket  which 
allowed  it  to  lean  very  gracefully  on  one  side,  was 
on  the  eve  of  expiring :  I  sprung  to  the  table,  where 
I  had  laid  my  shako  and  sword,  and  placed  the  former 
on  my  head.  Grasping  something  in  my  hand, 
which  I  supposed  to  be  the  latter,  I  rushed  to 
the  front  of  my  guard,  and  by  the  light  of  a  very 
lovely  moon,  most  provokingly  full,  saluted  the 
field  ofiicer  with  presented  arms,  brandisliing, 
with  all  the  increased  zeal  of  one  caught  napping 
— my  sword  ?     No  such  thing — my  violin  !     The 

B  2 
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Major,  a  good-natured  person,  was,  however, 
moon-blind  on  this  occasion.  Dismissing  the 
guard,  I  retired  to  my  room,  amidst  a  suppressed 
titter  from  the  men,  a  circumstance  I  was  on  the 
point  of  noticing,  when,  for  the  first  time,  I  found 
myself,  to  my  horror  and  consternation,  grasping 
a  favourite  Amati  instead  of  my  regimental  spit  t 
To  exist  under  a  continuance  of  all  my  suffer- 
ings, much  less  recover  from  them,  I  thought 
fairly  impossible,  but  I  lived  to  be  agreeably  sur- 
prised. Tn  tliis  state,  I  occasionally  fell  into  the 
hands  of  a  country  apolhecary,  living,  unlike  poor 
Puff,  not  on  bis  own,  but  his  patients'  dropsy. 
Had  I  settled  in  the  neighbourhood  of  one  of 
these  gentlemen,  I  should  verily  have  been  a  good 
annuity  to  him,  provided  he  could  have  kept  me 
alive.  At  last,  1  consulted  a  London  physician, 
whose  work  on  change  of  air  and  climate  attracted 
my  attention.  My  storj',  a  long  list  of  the  various 
aches,  pains,  and  ills,  real  or  imaginarj-,  "which 
flesh  is  heir  to,"  was  cut  short  in  these  words, 
"My  good  Sir,  'throw  physic  to  the  dogs,"  and 
amuse  yourself  by  travelling."  His  certificate 
enabled  me  to  retire ;  so,  after  laying  in  a  stock 
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at  Herries*s«  I  went  to  Leadenhall-streety  and, 
procuring  a  passport  of  May^  called  in  the  aid  of 
Mercury,  (not  he  of  Apothecaries'  Hall,)  in  June, 
and  started  in  the  Batavier,  for  Rotterdam. 

Of  the  many  steamers,  ships,  and  tuhs  I  had 
rolled  in,  this  vessel  struck  me  as  heing  decidedly 
the  most  uncomfortable.     She   was    dirty,  and 
redolent  of  stinks;   schnappes,  bad  tobacco,  and 
bilge-water,  being  the  prevailing   odours.      The 
roundhouse,  or  upper  cabin  on  the  deck,  appeared 
remarkably  well  constructed  for  preventing  the 
free  circulation  of  air  below ;    but  amongst  her 
numerous  deficiencies,  she  had  one  good  qualifica- 
tion, the  principal  one — she  was  safe.     The  cabins, 
quite  full,  presented  the  usual  routine  attending 
persons  undergoing,  for  pleasure,  all  the  horrors 
of  sea-sickness,  from  the  serio-qualmish  face  to 
the  stomach  in  brisk  action,  or  a  state  of  syncope 
or  lethargic  sleep.     After  leaving  the  Nore,  the 
noise  in  the  ladies'  cabin  became  terrific,  twenty, 
at  least,  calling  for  the  stewardess  at  once.    Three 
French  ladies'  maids  were  vowing  candles  to  the 
Virgin,  and  the  door  intended  to  admit  air  (every 
thing  being  hermetically  closed  above)  was  beset 
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by  solicitoua  husbaods  making  tender  inquiries 
for  their  wives,  steamboat  etiquette  not  permit- 
ting their  entrance  into  this  Elysium,  My  observ- 
ations, however,  were  soon  brought  to  a  close  ; 
no  sound,  much  less  a  dyspeptic  stomach,  could 
have  stood  the  increasing  motion,  and,  finding 
myself  sensibly  affected  by  the  good  examples 
before  me,  I  retired  to  five  feet  by  two,  in  the 
main  cabin,  and  awoke  off  the  Brill. 

Our  progress  up  the  Rhine  was  retarded  by 
drawing  s  halt  at  each  of  the  principal  towns  on 
its  banks;  and  at  each  I  lost  a  dyspeptic  symptom. 
From  Manheim  we  visited  Heidelburg;  and  at 
Frankfort,  to  wliich  we  turned  from  Mayence,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  arrive  just  in  time  for  a  grand 
musical  festival,  in  commemoration  of  Mozart. 
Six  hundred  voices,  the  Slite  of  Germany,  and 
forty  wind  instruments,  with  the  organ  of  Su 
Catherine's,  poured  forth,  in  a  paraphrased  psalm 
of  Spohr's,  a  stream  of  harmony  so  melodious  and 
touching,  that  the  eyes  of  many  around  us  were 
moistened  with  tears. 

Our  route  continued  via  Stra^burg,  Friburg, 
Basle,  Soleure,  and   Berne  to  Thun,  and  taking 
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«p  om-  quarters  at  the  Tillage  inn  of  Oberhofen* 
about  a  league  from  the  latter  place,  we  made 
from  there  our  excutsioiw  to  the  Oberland.  I 
selected  this  beautiful  and  retired  spot  for  our 
temporary  residence  in  prefereuce  to  lnterlaken> 
which  is  considered  unhealthy  by  the  Swiss 
medical  men;  the  air  there  is  hot  and  damp,  and 
struck  me  as  being  more  Oavourabte  to  the  rearing 
of  Orchidei,  than  the  cure  of  my  complaint.  We 
were  abo  glad  toavoid  the  Smiths,  Simpkinses,  Jen- 
kiases,  foreign  ladies'  maids,  and  English  grooms, 
and  gentlemen  in  brown  holland  blouses  with 
lot^  poles  and  green  goggles,  who  crowded  every 
Kreet  and  lodging-house  in  the  place.  Some  of 
them  evidently  of  the  Pickwickian  sichool,  having 
laid  aside  their  specs  and  substituted  a  butterHy 
net  for  their  ice  poles,  were  occasionally  to  be  seen 
careering  over  the  green  turf  in  eager  pursuit  of 
an  insect,  from  which  they  had  frequently  turned 
in  their  own  gardens  with  the  greatest  indiffer- 
ence and  contempt;  but  which  was  now  to  be 
added  to  a  collection  to  be  shown  to  their  friends 
on  their  return,  as  the  result  of  their  persevering 
labours  in  entomological  lesearcb.     I  soon  found 
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that  the  climate  of  Switzerland  was  a  great  deal  too 
variable  for  me ;  we  therefore  hurried  over  the 
picturesque,  and  leaving  our  hostess  of  the  Black 
Bear  with  many  regrets,  took  the  road  to  Lucerne, 
scaled  the  St.  Gothard,  and  slipping  down  on  the 
other  side  without  a  drag,  entered  the  more  genial 
clime  of  Italy  by  the  valley  of  Ticino.  The 
classical  associatious,  the  numerous  spleudid  gal- 
leries, churches,  and  monuments  of  ancient  and 
modem  art  at  Milan,  Bologna,  Florence,  and 
Rome,  and  the  novelty  of  scenery,  manners,  and 
language  diverted  my  thoughts  from  my  old 
miseries,  and  in  the  following  spring,  "Richard 
was  himself  again."  Up  to  tliis  point  of  my  jour- 
ney I  make  no  remarks,  so  much  has  been  well 
said  and  well  written  on  such  well-beaten  ground. 
Being  in  possession  of  health  and  spirits,  we  now 
meditated  lengthening  our  tour,  and  meeting 
some  Russians  at  Rome  who  described  the  south 
of  their  country  as  a  paradise,  and  the  whole  as 
well  worth  visiting,  we  resolved  on  continuing  our 
journey  through  the  Levant  and  the  Crimea,  and 
returning  to  England  by  the  northern  capitals. 
Leaving  Naples  for  a  future  opportunity,  we 
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took  our  road  to  Anconai  by  the  £ELr-famed  shrine 
of  LorettOi  which  still  has  its  devotees  and  pil- 
grims. The  inn  at  Ancona,  the  **  Pace/'  is  ex- 
cellent, and  finding  ourselves  in  such  good  quar- 
ters, we  remained  a  month  to  rest  ourselves  from 
the  fatigues  of  lionizing  the  eternal  city.  Our 
stay  was  rendered  more  agreeable  by  the  kind 
attentions  of  G.  Moore,  Esq.,  the  English  vice- 
consul.  Trajan's  arch  excepted,  the  only  objects 
that  attracted  our  observation,  were  the  immense 
firogs,  and  the  profusion  of  violets  which  covered 
the  banks  of  every  lane  in  the  environs  of  the 
town.  In  May  we  embarked  for  Corfu  by  the 
Austrian  steamer.  The  passage  was  much  en- 
livened by  the  sociable  and  friendly  disposition  of 
two  of  the  garrison  returning  from  leave;  and 
their  kindness  and  attention  to  us  during  the  fort- 
night we  remained  in  the  island  conduced  greatly 
to  our  pleasure. 
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In  the  hospitable  invitations  given  to  us  by  the 
"  Lord  High,"  we  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  a 
relic  of  antiquity,  which  very  justly  formed  a  con- 
spicuous ornament  on  one  of  the  tables  in  the 
drawing-room  at  the  palace.  It  had  been  fished 
up  about  two  years  before  by  the  Ionian  steamer, 
which  was  in  the  habit  of  trawling  over  and  near 
the  spot  where  the  battle  of  Actium  was  fought. 
This  valuable  antique,  the  bronze  beak  of  a 
galley,  la  two  feet  in  length;  the  point,  about 
eight  inches  long,  represents  the  half-length  figure 
of  a  soldier  in  his  cuirass ;  the  features  are  youth- 
ful, and  admirably  moulded,  and  though  it  has 
been  immersed  for  ages  in  the  briny  deep,  this 
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interesting  specimen  of  Roman  art  is  in  a  high 
state  of  preservation.  The  holes  for  the  admission 
of  the  rivets  that  fiEustened  it  to  the  prow  of  the 
galley  are  plainly  to  be  seen  at  the  lower  eui; 
it  is  slightly  encrusted  with  marine  formations. 
The  beak,  and  a  few  vases,  are  the  only  objects 
that  have  been  brought  up  by  the  trawl. 

The  bells  of  Corfu  reminded  me  of  'Ma  ville 
sonnante/'  and  the  cocks  crowed  as  incessantly  as 
they  rang.  This  beautiful  island,  and  the  gay^ 
courteous,  and  hospitable  inmates  of  the  citadel, 
amongst  whom  I  found  some  old  friends,  were 
left  with  many  regrets.  The  day  of  our  departure 
was  a  lovely  one,  the  sea  breeze  moderated  the 
mid-day  heat,  and  enabled  us  to  enjoy  the  splen- 
did scenery  of  the  Albanian  coast,  of  which  Parga 
was  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments.  The  cliffs  of 
the  little  island  of  Paxo  brought  those  of  Dover 
to  our  minds.  Cape  Leucadia  was  in  sight  during 
the  early  part  of  the  night ;  its  dark  outline  clearly 
defined  against  the  sky.  I  was  too  tired  to  dream  of 
the  lady,  and  awoke  next  morning  in  Patras  roads. 
The  town,  like  most  of  very  recent  date,  is  laid 
out  with  too  much  regularity  to  be  picturesque ; 
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the  principal  streets  are  wide  and  at  riglit  angles, 
but  in  wretched  order ;  the  houses  are  of  a  humble 
character.  Trade  appeared  to  be  briak,  but  the 
manufactured  articles  exposed  in  the  shops  were  of 
a  very  ordinary  description.  As  the  steamer  was 
to  remain  here  some  hours,  we  landed,  and  in 
spite  of  the  oppressive  beat,  commenced  our  as- 
cent to  the  castle,  which  crowns  the  hill  above  the 
town  ;  the  ground,  for  several  hundred  yards  in 
front  of  it,  was  covered  with  a  bright  yellow 
flower  like  the  marigold.  The  interior  of  the  fori 
is  fast  going  to  decay,  the  walls  in  many  places 
have  fallen  in,  and  are  covered  witli  rank  vege- 
tation. Not  a  creature  was  to  be  seen  about  the 
place,  when  on  turning  an  angle  of  the  rampart, 
on  our  way  to  the  highest  bastion,  to  perpetrate 
a  sketch,  we  came  full  upon  a  blue  Ajax,  at  the 
chaise,  who  signified  in  modern  Greek,  and  by 
suiting  the  action  to  the  word,  that  our  walk  must 
terminate  at  the  point  of  his  bayonet.  My  alpha 
and  omega,  and  all  between,  were,  with  French 
and  Italian,  useless,  and  Romaic  was  beyond 
my  ken.  In  despair  I  pulled  out  a  visiting  card, 
which  to  my  great  surprise  he  took,  and 
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pearing  for  a  moment^  returned  and  led  us  into  a 
dark  and  dirty  bomb-proof  guard-house,  where  he 
presented  us  to  the  "  Commandant  **  of  the  fort, 
in  rank  a  corporal ;  he  was  sitting  cross-legged 
on  his  great  coat  with  all  the  dignity  of  a  pacha. 
King  Otho's  deputy  granted  our  request,  and  ac- 
companied us  on  our  stroll.  The  view  from  the 
Cavalier  repaid  us  for  a  very  fatiguing  walk ;  the 
castles  on  either  side  which  marked  the  entrance  to 
the  Gulf  of  Lepanto,  were  backed  by  a  noble  range 
of  hills,  with  Parnassus  in  the  distance,  and  the 
islands  of  Ithaca  and  Cephalonia  to  the  left,  with 
Missolonghi  and  its  soul-stirring  reminiscences  to 
the  front,  formed  with  the  town  and  shipping  in 
the  roads,  a  splendid  introduction  to  Greek  sce- 
nery. It  blew  "  a  favouring  gale  "  as  we  left  the 
bay,  and  steam  in  addition,  soon  carried  us  round 
Cape  Cologria.  I  stole  out  very  early  from  my 
berth  to  get  a  glimpse  of  Navarino,  and  returned 
to  it  musing  on  that  "  untoward  event."  The 
fare  on  board  this  Austrian  steamer  was  excellent, 
and  our  Ragusan  skipper,  a  merry  fellow,  con- 
tributed much  to  our  amusement.  Nothing  could 
exceed    the  loveliness   of    the   evening,   the   air 
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thougli  soft)  was  clastic,  and  as  we  passed  under 
Uie  bold  headland  of  St.  Angeio,  which  threw 
its  dark  shadow  far  over  the  water,  the  sun  sunk 
"  in  one  unclouded  blaze  of  living  light "  behind 
the  hills  of  Sparta.  With  Athens  so  near,  our 
slumbers  were  light,  and  rising  before  day-break, 
we  were  amply  repaid  for  such  an  unusual  pro- 
ceeding by  the  glorious  scene  that  opened  upon 
US  as  we  approached  the  Piraeus.  That  luminary 
which  had  gone  down  with  so  much  majesty  on 
the  preceding  evening,  gradually  re-appeared 
above  Hymettus,  gilding  first  the  Parthenon,  as 
if  in  homage  of  its  beauty;  his  rays  rapidly  dis- 
persed tlie  wreaths  of  mist  which  hung  around  it, 
and  left  the  chaste  and  noble  ruin  "  looking  tran- 
quillity." Our  fellow  passengers,  a  motley  as- 
semblage, soon  made  their  appearance  on  the 
deck,  and  overwhelmed  us  with  their  historical 
quotations  and  allusions.  The  heroes  of  ancient 
Greece,  and  the  scenes  of  their  triumphs,  were 
named  with  a  volubility  truly  surprising ;  it 
was  a  kind  of  classical  file-firing ;  but  not  a 
word  was  said  in  praise  of  the  gallant  Miaulis, 
whose  resting-place  lay  full  in  view,  unhonoured 
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by  a  tomb,  and  the  very  spot  itself  only  saved 
from  oblivion  by  the  bounty  of  a  noble  female, 
a  foreigner. 

These  reflections  were  interrupted  by  the 
Health  officer,  who  went  through  the  usual  forms, 
and  the  luggage  having  been  well  searched,  we 
were  soon  making  our  way  through  clouds  of  dust 
to  Athens.  Our  coachman,  like  a  tailor,  sat  cross- 
legged  on  the  box,  with  the  slack  of  his  enormous 
blue  breeches  gathered  well  to  the  front.  About 
half-way,  we  found  the  road  stopped  up  by  a 
number  of  carts  and  hack  carriages,  and  on  in- 
quiring the  reason,  I  found  that  the  hut  by  the 
road-side  was  the  house  of  call  and  Tom  and 
Jerry  shop  of  the  Athenian  **  jarvies,"  for  even  in 
Attica  they  must  whet  their  whistles,  not  with 
porter,  but  a  composition  of  sour  grapes,  rosin, 
and  water.  Having,  with  some  difficulty,  made 
them  clear  the  way,  we  arrived  at  our  hotel,  the 
Reine  d' Angle terre,  kept  by  a  Madame  Casali, 
one  of  the  "  vivandiere  "  tribe ;  her  husband,  not 
her  better  half,  for  they  are  both  equally  bad  and 
consummate  rogues,  is  landlord  of  the  Royal. 
This  rascal,  on  one  occasion,  happened  to  have  an 
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English  nobleman  staying  in  his  house,  and  it 
was  not  until  after  his  departure  that  he  was  made 
acquainted  with  his  rank :  "  Ah,"  observed  the 
Signor,  "  si  j'aurai  su  que  c'etait  un  Milord,  je  lui 
aurai  fait  payer  cent  tbaclimes ;  maia  coinine  je  ne 
le  savais  pas,  jc  lui  ai  fait  payer  »eulement  cin- 
quante  !"  Finding  every  thing  dirty  in  tluB  vil- 
laiious  hotel,  I  got  into  private  lodgings. 

During  my  six  weeks'  residence  in  Athenflff 
soon  found  that  the  gallant  survivors  of  that  cos- 
test  which  again  made  Greece  a  nation,  were  not 
only  neglected,  but  treated  with  contumely  and 
injustice. 

To  be  a  Greek,  appeared  the  worst  recommend- 
ation for  advancement;  and  few  Greek  officers 
held  any  important  command.  Almost  all  the 
best  appointments  were  held  by  Bavarians,  to 
the  exclusion  even  of  those  who  served  through 
the  war  ;  and  of  others  who,  tliough  not  person- 
ally engaged,  freely  sacrifited  their  property  in 
supplying  the  necessities  of  the  troops.  On  the 
arrival  of  Otho  in  Greece,  to  take  possession  of  a 
throne  which  these  men  had  won  for  him,  their 
various  claims  were  submitted  to  a  military 
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misaiony  the  members  of  which  had  been  eye-wit- 
nesses of  their  services.  Many  of  the  claimants 
were,  in  consequencei  admitted  into  the  Grecian 
Phalanx,  the  absolute  qualification  for  this  honour 
being,  serrices  performed  in  the  fieW  during  the 
war ;  and  yet,  in  defiance  of  this  regulation,  two 
hundred  Bavarians,  who  had  never  seen  a  shot 
fired,  were  drafted  into  the  corps,  which  has  extra 
pay,  and  other  privileges  attached  to  it.  In  nu- 
merous instances,  the  recommendations  made  by 
the  conmiission  have  met  with  no  attention ;  and 
several  of  the  most  distinguished  officers  are  living 
in  the  greatest  poverty  and  obscurity.  Their 
arrears  of  pay  have  never  been  liquidated,  and 
they  drag  on  a  miserable  existence  at  Athens, 
under  the  surveillance  of  the  police,  in  fruitless 
endeavours  to  obtain  their  rights.  A  few  acres  of 
the  national  lands,  called  "  crown  lands,"  by  the 
Bavarian  party,  have  been  occasionally  offered  to 
them  in  lieu  of  a  half-pay,  which  they  never  re- 
ceive ;  but  these  acres  are  of  no  use  to  men  with- 
out capital.  A  Bavarian  corporal,  however,  who 
has  only  served  two  years  in  Greece,  called  by  them 
a  campaign,  is  presented  with  all  the  *'  materiel " 
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of  a  farm.  Greece  is,  in  fact,  little  more  than  a 
Bavarian  colony.  The  liighci  functionaries  hoard 
up  their  salaries,  with  a  view  of  returning  to 
Munich  as  soon  as  possible.  There  is  no  society  : 
the  king  has  dinner  parties  about  half-a-dozen 
times  in  the  year,  to  which  the  ladies  of  the  am- 
bassadors are  rarely,  if  ever,  invited;  and  the 
minister  of  war  lives  in  one  room  1  If,  by  some 
extraordinary  accident,  a  ball  is  given  at  the  palace, 
there  are  no  retreshments ;  and  the  pret^,  but 
inconsiderate  queen  enlarges  the  circle  of  the 
waltzers,  of  whom  she  is  always  one,  by  treading, 
tans  ceremojiie,  on  the  toes  of  her  guests ;  many 
of  them,  more  accustomed  to  the  camp  than  the 
ball-room,  having,  in  their  eagerness  to  see  the  fun, 
crowded  too  much  upon  the  dancers. 

Otho,  with  an  income  of  £20,000  a  year,  is 
building  a  palace  which  will  cost  more  than 
£400,000,  and  his  original  intention  was  to  build 
it  of  Pentelic  marble  '.  at  a  time  when  there  were 
only  two  roads  in  his  dominions,  I  was  at  Athens 
on  his  birthday,  and  accompanied  the  band,  which 
on  that  night  played  up  and  down  the  principal 
street ;    it  was  in    utter  darkness.      His  capital 
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displayed  two  transparencies  on  this  occasion,  one 
being  at  the  Munich  hotel !     Otho,  educated  for 
the  cloister,  and  the  scarlet  hat,  is,  indeed,  what 
Ifr.  Giffiurd"  happily  describes  a  King  of  Greece 
to  be,  a  "political  false  quantity.**     He  is,  in 
truth,  little  else  but  a  crowned  stipendiary  of  the 
Russian  system  of  intrigue  in  the  Levant.    One 
of  their  engines  here  is  the  church  attached  to 
their  embassy :  the  choristers  are  Russians,  and 
numerous.     The  service  is  performed  with  a  splen- 
dour far  exceeding  that  of  any  church  at  Athens ; 
and  no  expense  is  spared  in  other  ways  to  bring 
the  Greeks  into  the  interest  of  Russia  by  means 
of  the  religion  conunon  to  both  countries.     But 
the  Palikari,  though   poor,   are  not  disposed  to 
barter  their  hard-earned  freedom  for  Russian  gold ; 
and  should  that  constitution,  so   long  promised 
them,  be  still  withheld,  there  can  be  but  little 
doubt  that   they  will  demand  it,  and  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  ensure  compliance. 

The  best  time  to  see  the  population  of  the 
capital  is  on  a  Sunday  evening,  when  thej  assemble 
near  the  Foreign  Office  to  hear  the  band,  which 
has,  with  justice,  the  reputation  of  being  a  good 
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one.  Six  pieces  of  artillery  are  placed  in  front 
of  tills  building,  and,  Imt  for  the  wretched  state 
dicy  and  their  caissons  are  in,  look  a^  if  they  were 
intended  to  keep  the  diplotnates  in  order.  The 
nmsic,  and  the  opportunity  of  displaying  himself, 
then  hrings  forth  the  Greeli  dandy,  in  his  Albanian 
costume,  witli  a  figure  like  an  hour-glass.  The 
walk  and  general  appearance  of  this  modem  Pans 
is  disgustingly  edeniinate. 

But  though  wearing  the  fustaniella,  these  ex- 
quisites must  not  be  confounded  with  the  Palikaii ; 
being,  generally,  either  servants,  or  the  sons  of 
tradesmen,  who  never  in  their  Uves  brandished 
any  thing  but  a  goose  or  a  yard.  The  fustaniella 
is  very  frequently  worn  for  several  months  by  the 
lower  classes,  without  being  changed  j  and  serves 
not  only  for  what  it  really  is,  a  kilt,  but  a  towel, 
dishclout,  or  a  pocket  handkerchief,  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  owner.  A  great  portion  of 
the  loungers  are  officers  in  the  Bavarian  uniform, 
who  in  the  Greek  army  are  more  numerous  than 
the  men  !  The  rest  of  the  crowd  are  in  all  varie- 
ties of  Frank  dresses,  and  strange  mixtures  be- 
tween them,  the  Greek  and  Turkish.    The  attempts 
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at  European  dress  of  the  women^  more  particularly 
the  Bavarian  non-commissioned  officers'  wives, 
were  highly  amusing.  Some  of  them,  Greeks, 
having  discarded  the  national  costume,  virere  attired 
in  silks  of  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  (and 
many  that  never  were  in  a  rainbow,)  a  light  blue 
gown  being  not  imfirequently  accompanied  by  a 
yellow  scarf  and  scarlet  parasoL  The  officers, 
even  in  the  hottest  weather,  were  in  full  dress, 
and  buttoned  up  to  the  chin ;  the  very  sight  of 
them  put  one  into  a  fever. 

Without  entering  into  any  description  of  the 
antiquities,  I  shall  merely  say  that  they  interested 
us  far  more  than  those  of  Rome.  Here,  they  may 
all  be  visited  without  interruption.  Go  to  the 
Coliseum  by  moonlight ;  twenty  carriages  are 
at  the  entrance,  and  your  ear  is  immediately  as- 
sailed by  a  d from  some  irritable  Englishman, 

who  has  just  scraped  his  leg  in  getting  out  of  his 
crazy  vehicle,  crowded  with  sentimental  daughters, 
who  have  dragged  him  from  the  cover  side,  port 
wine,  and  quarter  sessions,  to  show  them  the 
antique.  On  entering  the  vast  area,  full  of  phi- 
lanthropic feeling  for  the  victims  that  have  there 


perished,  you  are  deafened  by  a  hubbub  of  female 
voices,  who,  with  young  sophists  recently  emanci- 
pated &oin  college,  are    discussing   the   ball    at 

Lady  S 's,  or  the  last  Bracciano  hop.      Qo 

to  the  Parthenon,  at  that  witching  hour  of  nJght, 
and,  standing  before  the  Propyltea,  you  will  be 
spell-bound,  without  a  chance  of  the  fascination 
being  broken.  But  the  most  interesting  spot  in 
Athens  is  the  Areopagus.  In  simple  truth,  one 
stands  here  with  a  concentrated  intensity  of  feeling, 
that  every  other  object,  even  the  Bcma,  from  which 
Demosthenes  spoke  his  PhiHppics,  fails  to  excite. 
How  meagre  and  unsatisfactory  the  pure  human 
wisdom  of  Socrates,  when  compared  with  the  in- 
spired doctrines  of  St.  Paul.  If  hiatoiy  and  its 
associations  bear,  and  deservedly,  so  great  a  chaim 
about  them,  and  so  much  refine  the  pleasure  of 
travelling,  surely  the  hill  of  Mars  is  pre-eminently 
distinguished.  The  Greek  church  have  shown 
more  good  taste  and  good  sense  tlian  their  Koman 
Catholic  brethren  in  not  encumbering  these  sites 
so  deeply  interesting  in  a  religious  point  of  view, 
with  churches  and  chapels  that  completely  i 
hilate  their  identity. 
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The  steps  by  which  the  summit  of  the  Areo- 
pagus is  gained,  are  nearly  as  perfect  as  when 
they  were  first  hewn,  but  from  the  height  of  each 
and  the  slippery  nature  of  the  rock,  they  are  not 
easy  of  ascent,  and  must  have  been  particularly 
difficult  for  old  men  in  the  dark.  The  best  coup 
d'oeil  of  the  field  of  Marathon  is  from  the  Cairn 
on  the  summit  of  Pentelicus ;  indeed  the  view  firom 
thence  is  perhaps  one  of  the  finest  in  Greece. 


CHAPTER  III. 


A  trip  to  Ihe  Mdith— OrMk  ciiqae — A  gilc  md  it>  effects— Greek 
loilstle— Corinih— TliE  Acmpolii— Road  lo  Ncmcs— The  vollej— 
Ths  Demueh— The  miiidi  of  Kinbat-^Aisos— Niuplii— Rotd  to 
^Idiania — An  anplcuul  prtdicunent — ^Engliib  boipitBJily. 


We  were  fortunate  in  being  at  Athens  in 
best  season,  the  latter  end  of  May,  when  the 
weather  not  being  too  hot  admitted  of  my  making 
various  excursions.  The  most  interesting  was 
that  to  Nauplia,  by  Corinth,  Nemea,  Mycente, 
and  Argos.  With  a  "  lacquey  de  place  "  the  trip 
was  easy  enough ;  but  who  would  not  be  inde- 
pendent in  Greece?  so  with  a  knapsack  on  my 
back,  I  jumped  into  an  Athenian  chariot  and  was 
soon  shaken  down  to  the  Pira?us.  My  appearance 
on  the  quay  was  a  signal  for  a  general  attack 
upon  me  from  all  the  Capitans  of  caiques  in  the 
harbour,  and  my  choice  fell  upon  a  merry  lookini 
Hydriote,    who  was    to    sail    for   Calamachi 
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same   evening.     At  ten,  I  went  on  board,   and 
found  the  other  passengers  seated  on  the  deck, 
occupied  in  the  laudable  pursuits  of  smoking  and 
eating.     I  took  my  place  amongst  them,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  our  craft ;  she  was  about  eight 
tons    burthen,   very   roughly  put    together,   the 
transverse  beams  which  supported  the  deck  being 
merely  finished  wtth  the  adze,  and  the  bark  in 
some  places  was  still  adhering  to  the  wood.     She 
was  rigged,  like  all  boats  of  her  class  in  Greece, 
with  a  foresail,  sprit-mainsail,  and  lateen  mizen, 
the  mainsail  very  long  in  proportion  to  its  height. 
Mv  next  neighbour,  a  native  of  Pyrgos,  was  on 
his  way  home  ;  a  few  words  of  Italian   that  he 
spoke,  enabled  me  to  keep  up  a  little  conversation 
with  him,  the  burthen  of  which  was,  that  every 
thing   at    Pyrgos  was   half  the   price   it  was   at 
Athens.     Supper  over,  we  all  laid  down  in  our 
capotes,  and  about  two  hours  after,  the  moon  hav- 
ing risen,  Rufo  set  sail,  ajid  the  caique  was  soon 
dancing  away  for  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.     This 
we  might  easily  have  missed,  for  the  lamps  on 
each  pier  gave  no  more  light  than  a  French  veil- 
leuse;     Though   so  calm  in  the   harbour  of  the 
VOL.  I.  c 


Pirjeus,  we  found  it  blowing  half  a  gale  outside, 
und  when  off  Salamis,  the  wind  increased  so  much, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  take  in  our  foresail  and 
close  reef  the  sprit.  The  caique  behaved  nobly, 
but  the  sea  now  made  a  clean  breach  over  her 
and  drove  me  into  the  hnle  below  j  there  in  dark- 
ness and  amongst  the  baggage,  I  gave  myself  up 
to  all  the  horrors  of  sea  sickness.  I  lay  in  this 
humilialing  position  till  the  next  morning,  when 
we  came  to  an  anchor  off  a  small  island  near 
£gina.  The  hatch  was  now  for  the  first  time 
drawn  aside,  and  by  tlie  kind  assistance  of  my 
Pyrgote  Mend  of  the  over  night,  I  was  dragged  from 
below  ill  a  state  to  move  any  one's  compassion. 
I  was  soon  "  coiuble  "  with  the  attentions  of  Rofo 
and  my  fellow  passengers;  one  brought  me  water, 
another  coffee,  a  third  took  my  cloak  and  spread 
it  in  the  sun ;  and  the  island  being  covered  with 
wild  flowers  they  revived  me  not  a  little  by  their 
fragrance.  Anotlier  night  was  passed  qujetly  on 
board,  and  as  the  day  broke  we  entered  the  calm 
and  sequestered  little  bay  of  Ccnchrce.  Every 
one  crossed  himself  devoutly  before  landing,  and 
our  passports  having  been  inspected,  I  took  J 
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a  towel  and  commenced  my  ablutions;  these 
were  highly  necessary  after  two  nights  on  board 
the  caique:  I  was  not  a  little  amused  by  those 
of  my  companions,  who  without  undoing  their 
neckcloths,  just  dipped  two  of  tkeir  fingers  in 
the  basin,  spat  once,  coughed  twice,  shook  them- 
selves, and  drawing  their  fingers  through  their 
moustaches,  the  work  of  the  toilette  was  com- 
^te.  While  my  Pyrgote  friend  arranged  about 
the  horses,  I  discussed  a  cup  of  tea  in  the  miser- 
able khan,  near  the  beach.  The  quadrupeds  soon 
made  their  appearance,  with  bells  round  their 
necks  and  frames  of  wood  for  saddles;  oui  ca- 
potes made  the  latter  more  comfortable,  and  hav- 
ing stuck  my  feet  into  ropes  attached  to  the 
frame  for  stirrups,  we  were  soon  "  en  route  "  for 
Corinth.  Our  road  lay  through  a  ravine,  the 
sides  of  which  were  covered  with  shrubs,  and  its 
bed  sometimes  with  patches  of  corn  :  we  followed 
this  ravine  for  at  least  two  miles ;  it  appeared  to 
have  been  formed  by  some  large  body  of  water, 
and  might  originally  have  joined  the  two  seas. 
The  air  was  delightfully  fresh  and  elastic,  and 
the  Acropolis  of  Corinth  stood  out  in  bold  relief, 
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towering  above  the  plain  in  our  front.  Corinth 
looks  desolnte  and  wretched,  the  greater  part  of 
the  houses  remain  unroofed  as  they  were  left  bj  the 
Turks,  A  letter  kindly  given  me  by  Sir  R.  Church 
to  the  Commandant  procured  me  every  attention. 
Unable  to  accompany  me  to  the  Acropolis,  in 
consequence  of  a  severe  fall  from  his  horse,  he 
was  good  enough  to  send  bis  Albanian  ^'itb  me. 
I  found  the  few  troops  in  the  fort  in  the  costume 
of  that  country.  Hitherto,  I  bad  only  seen  tbem 
in  the  European  uniform,  which  sits  awkwardly 
on  men  who  have  been  brought  up  from  infancy 
to  wear  their  clothes  wide  and  loose.  The  taking 
away  the  fustaniella  from  the  Greek  soldier  has 
completely  denationalized  him.  The  defences  of 
the  Acropolis  are  in  a  very  neglected  state,  and 
the  hill,  from  which  the  place  could  easily  be 
shelled,  is  but  slightly  fortified.  There  ere  a 
great  number  of  wells  of  excellent  water  on  the 
very  summit  of  the  rock,  and  many  Turkish  tombs. 
The  view  from  hence  is  the  finest  in  Greece, 
perhapa  in  the  world.  Looking  towards  the 
snowy  summits  of  the  Roumelian  mountains,  I 
had  the  Gulf  of   Lepanto    on  my    left,  and   the 
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Saronic  on  my  righti  the  latter  studded  with 
islands.  The  atmosphere  was  clear  as  crystal, 
and  Egina  distinct  to  the  naked  eye*  With  my 
telescope  I  could  plainly  see  Athens  and  the 
Sunium  Promontory;  the  lovely  little  Bay  of 
Cenchroe  appeared  within  a  stone's  throw  of  me, 
ind  the  plain  of  Corinth  one  mass  of  waving 
com,  varying  in  colour  according  to  its  ripeness, 
lay  at  my  feet.  There  are  some  very  large  brown 
snakes  in  the  fort,  one  of  which  I  saw  in  my  stroll 
round  the  ramparts*  Descending  &om  the  Aero, 
I  paid  my  respects  to  Colonel  L.*s  luncheon ;  my 
host  informed  me  that  meat  was  a  luxury  almost 
unknown  at  Corinth,  and  he  lived  almost  entirely 
on  eggs  and  fish.  I  was  supplied  with  horses, 
for  continuing  my  journey,  by  a  man  who  has  the 
reputation  of  being  the  murderer  of  the  Purser 
of  the  Portland,  described  by  Mr.  Burgess  as 
"  a  villanous  Cephaloniote ;"  if  there  be  any  truth 
in  Lavater,  the  reverend  gentleman  is  right ;  but 
perhaps  his  face  belies  him.  Before  taking  my 
departure.  Colonel  L.  was  kind  enough  to  give 
me  a  billet  on  the  Demarch,  Nomarch,  or  some 
other  arch  of  tjie  village  I  might  sleep  at;  and 


witli  many  ihanks  for  his  kindnesS)  I  took  the 
road  to  Nemea,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  "  vil- 
laiious  Cephaloniote's  "  men,  mounted  on  another 
horse.  We  passed  the  remains  of  the  Doric 
temple  on  our  way  out  of  the  town ;  the  columns 
are  monoliths  and  the  architecture  very  heavy. 
The  road  lay  for  miles  through  watercourses  and 
ravines,  the  beds  of  which  were  covered  by  masses 
of  the  oleander.  There  was  some  good  pasture 
in  the  valleys,  and  occasionally  large  herds  of 
cattle  grazing  :  but  generally  speaking,  the  country 
between  Corinth  and  Nemca  was  uncultivated 
and  Uninhabited.  When  near  the  ruins  of  the 
ancient  Cleoiise,  we  turned  off  the  main  road  and 
took  a  sheep  path  into  the  hills.  It  was  very 
soon  lost  in  brushwood,  and  a  rocky  surface  of  up- 
right atonea  that  projected  several  inches  above  the 
ground ;  the  horses  had  great  difficulty  in  finding 
any  footing,  but  they  kept  their  legs  amazingly 
well,  and  my  guide  enlivened  the  dreariness  of 
the  way,  by  singing  a  Greek  song  at  the  top  of 
his  voice  wliich  the  mountain  echoes  threw  back 
without  flattery. 

Night  was  approaching,  when,  after  the  fiftieth 
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inquiry  for  Nemea,  we  turned  a  hilly  and  following 
a  path  which  led  us  through  a  thickly  wooded 
and  very  narrow  ravine,  came  at  length  in  sight 
of  the  valley,  like  that  of  Rasselas,  completely 
enclosed  hy  mountains.  The  shades  of  evening, 
already  set  in  upon  the  plain  above,  had  here 
deepened  into  night;  and  as.  we  descended,  I 
could  but  just  distinguish  the  columns  of  the 
temple  of  Jupiter,  which  looked  like  giant  spec- 
tres keeping  watch  over  the  mouldering  and  scat- 
tered ruins  of  the  ancient  city.  The  applauding 
shout  of  thousands,  that  once  awakened  the  echoes 
of  these  hills,  when  the  victor  received  his  laurel 
crown,  were  now  exchanged  for  the  more  quiet 
and  pastoral  sounds  of  the  shepherd  calling 
to  his  flock,  as  they  made  their  way  to  their 
enclosures  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  valley  to 
that  by  which  we  had  entered.  Ascending  by 
a  path  near  the  ruins,  we  were  soon  in  the  pass 
of  Dhervene,  through  which  our  route  lay.  My 
guide  here  turned  his  horse  a  little  off  the  road, 
and  gave  a  shrill  whistle ;  the  signal  was  immedi- 
ately answered,  and  a  man  made  his  appearance 
on  a  mound  near  the  road  side ;  some  conversation 


ensued  between  them,  when  my  attendant  made 
signs  for  me  to  accompany  him  across  the  hill ; 
his  master's  reputation,  however,  and  that  of  the 
pass,  was  too  bad  not  to  create  some  misgivings, 
so,  spurring  my  horse  before  him,  to  make  my 
rear  secure,  I  awaited  the  issue  of  a  renewed  con- 
ference between  them.  It  was  soon  brought  to  a 
close,  for  two  of  the  patrolc  stationed  at  certain 
distances  along  the  valley,  came  up,  and  the  guide 
immediately  rejoined  me,  and  we  resumed  our 
journey.  The  frogs  gave  us  an  excellent  conceri, 
continuing,  without  interruption,  for  miles.  It 
was  midnight  before  we  reached  the  khan  of 
Karahat,  which  lay  at  some  httle  distance  from 
the  village ;  hut  it  looked  so  uninviting,  that  I 
determined  to  make  use  of  Colonel  Latris's  order. 
We  had  some  httle  difficulty  in  finding  the  De- 
march.  He  and  his  four  sous  were  stretched  on 
their  capotes,  outside  the  door  of  his  house,  and 
so  dead  asleep,  that  we  had  some  trouble  to  awake 
him.  The  dogs,  however,  assisted  ua,  by  their 
incessant  yells,  and  the  chief  magistrate  at  length 
arose.  Having  cast  a  glance  at  my  cred 
he  immediately  ordered  his  wifi-  to  sweep  a 
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of  the  hut  for  me ;  a  mat  was  spread^  and  throw- 
iiig  myself  upon  it,  I  pulled  out  my  pencil,  and, 
cackling  like  a  hen,  drew  an  egg.  My  sketch  was 
successful ;  for  the  old  lady  went  to  a  basket,  and 
brought  me  four  real  ones,  fresh  laid,  and  they 
were  soon  roasting  in  the  wood  ashes.  The  hut, 
too  air-tight  to  be  very  pleasant,  was  tenanted  by 
all  the  females  of  the  family,  who,  six  in  number, 
and  rolled  up  like  mummies,  were  ranged  along 
the  wall  in  front  of  me.  I  watched  them  as  I 
dispatched  my  eggs,  and  not  one  gave  the  smallest 
sign  of  being  awake ;  but  I  had  scarcely  laid  down, 
which  I  was  right  glad  to  do,  after  having  been 
twelve  hours  in  a  Turkish  saddle,  and  ascended 
the  Aero  Corinthus  on  foot,  when  I  observed  them, 
one  by  one,  remove  the  covering  from  their  heads, 
and,  raising  themselves  cautiously  on  their  elbows, 
take  a  good  female  look  at  me. 

I  was  again  on  my  legs  at  half-past  three  ;  but 
the  maids  of  Karabat  had  fled,  and  left  my  curiosity 
UQgratified.  Having  remunerated  the  Demarch, 
who  made  a  desperate  attack  upon  my  purse,  with 
a  few  Greek  coins  of  no  value,  I  once  more  be- 
strode my  Corinthian  hack,  cantering  up  the  hill 
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towards  Mycenie,  with  all  tlie  elasticity  of  feeling 
which  a  bright  moming  and  bracing  air  generally 
produce.  A  quarter  of  an  hour's  ride  brought 
me  to  the  Gate  of  Lions,  disfigured  as  much  by 
touriats'  names  as  by  time.  The  little  I  had  to 
spare  did  not  permit  my  remaining  here  as  long 
as  I  could  have  wished,  though  1  had  quite  enough 
to  gi'atif'y  my  curiosity,  in  such  a  scene  of  desola- 
tion. The  tombs  are  splendid  specimens  of  early 
masonry.  Descending  to  the  village,  I  crossed  the 
plain  to  Aigos,  in  less  than  two  hours,  and  hur- 
ried to  the  Theatre,  the  only  antiquity  ia  the 
place.  The  position  of  it  is  very  fine,  looking,  as 
it  does,  towards  the  sea.  There  arc  seventy  rows 
of  seats,  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock.  The  audience 
could  never  have  been  wearied  with  their  drop 
scene,  for  a  more  beautiful  view  can  scarcely  be 
imagined,  than  that  of  the  bay  of  Nuupha,  from 
hence.  I  reached  that  town  by  noon,  having  taken 
a  good  look  at  the  Cyclopean  walls  of  Tiryns  as 
we  passed  ;  they  are  even  more  extraordinary  than 
those  of  MyconiE.  The  courtesy  of  Colonel 
Vracopolo,  an  amiable  and  well-iufonned  Roi^_ 
meliotc,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter,  enabled  mft-^ 


rfAUPLIA.  35 

visit  the  interior  of  the  fort  of  Palamedes.  Pre* 
cipitous  on  three  sides,  the  fourth  slopes  towards 
the  hills ;  but  the  ground  is  so  rocky,  that  intrench* 
ing  tools  would  be  useless-  There  are  three  lines 
of  defence  on  this  side,  with  very  deep  ditches, 
cut  out  of  the  solid  rock,  properly  defended  ;  and 
nothing  but  treachery  or  starvation  is  likely  to  put 
an  enemy  in  possession  of  it. 

On  our  return  to  the  town,  the  Albanian  took 
me  round  by  the  church,  and  showed  me  the  exact 
spot  on  which  Mavromichali  assassinated  Capo 
d'Istrias :  the  mark  of  the  ball  is  still  to  be  seen 
on  the  wall. 

I  did  ample  justice  to  the  hospitality  of  our 
Consul,  Mr.  Green,  who  kindly  invited  me  to 
dinner,  where  I  met  a  Monsieur  Robert,  a  very 
voluble  and  amusing  Frenchman.  I  was  very  loth 
to  leave  such  entertaining  companions,  and  some 
excellent  Burgundy ;  but  the  fear  of  being  too  late 
for  the  steamer,  which  was  to  leave  Athens  on 
Saturday — and  it  was  now  Thursday, — operated 
more  powerfully  upon  me  than  the  hospitable 
arguments  of  my  host,  and  thanking  him  for  his 
courteous    and  kind  welcome,  I    obtained   fresh 


horses,  and  started  for  Eptdaurus.  My  companion 
was  mucli  more  active  in  liis  saddle  than  the  laet, 
and  we  readied  the  klian  at  Lifrurio  by  nine.  I 
remained  just  loDg  enough  to  leave  an  old  travel- 
ling companion  behind  rae,  on  the  table,  in  the 
shape  of  a  silver  tea-spoon  I  had  taken  out  of  my 
pocket  to  mix  some  negus  with.  In  two  hours 
and  a  hnlf  more,  we  arrived  at  Epidaurus.  1  much 
regretted  the  necessity  wliich  compelled  me  to 
make  this  part  of  my  tour  in  tlie  dark,  for  I  missed 
the  Theatre  of  Tero,  one  of  the  most  perfect  in 
Greece,  and  lost  the  scenery,  which  must  be  very 
fine.  The  path  and  valley  were  sometimes  com- 
pletely blocked  up  by  the  myrtle,  the  ilex,  and 
arbutus,  joined  together  by  a  profusion  of  creepers, 
amongst  them  the  clematis,  wliich  (juite  perfumed 
the  air. 

On  one  occasion,  we  completely  lost  our 
and  after  wondering  from  one  side  of  the  valley 
to  the  other,  without  perceiving  any  outlet  through 
the  thick  foliage  that  barred  our  progress,  we 
were  obliged  to  lay  our  bridles  on  the  horses' 
□ecks,  and  leave  them  to  find  the  path ;  this  tbey 
soon  did  in  a  very  sagacious  manner.    The  caiques 


umed 
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that  ply  between  Epidaums  and  the  Piraeus  had 
left  before  I  arrived,  and  the  only  boat  in  the  har- 
bour was  a  fishing  coble,  scarcely  water-tight,  and 
but  fourteen  feet  long.  The  morning  was  so  calm 
that  I  thought  it  likely  we  should  have  to  pull 
orer.  The  wind  rose,  however,  when  off  Egina, 
and  in  my  attempts  to  reach  the  bay,  under  the 
temple  of  Minerva,  (I  give  the  preference  to  the 
lady,  for  others  say  it  is  of  Jupiter,)  we  were 
several  times  very  nearly  swamped.  I  bore  up 
therefore  for  the  Piraeus,  but  long  before  we  were 
in  mid-channel,  it  had  set  in  a  strong  gale,  and 
the  coble  being  built  of  heavy  wood  and  badly 
constructed,  she  shipped  every  third  sea ;  the  old 
boatman  lost  all  his  nerve,  and  had  it  not  been 
for  his  son,  a  boy  of  fourteen  years  of  age, 
who  took  the  tiller,  nothing  could  have  saved 
us;  as  it  was,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  contin- 
uaDy  baling.  I  longed  for  Rufo  and  his  boat, 
and  was  never  much  more  pleased  than  when 
we  got  within  the  harbour  of  the  Piraeus. 
Having  changed  my  wet  clothes  I  was  soon  at 
Athens. 

I  had  barely  time  for  leave-taking  the  next 


HOSriTALITV. 

g :  and  hure  I  must  not  forget  to  mention 
the  kindness  and  hospitality  of  Sir  E.  Lyons,  so 
proverbial,  that  the  hotel-keepera  have,  in  spite, 
given  him  the  "  sobriquet"  of  the  "  English  Re- 
staurateur." I  also  met  with  great  attention  from 
Sir  R.  Church,  at  whose  house  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  the  gallant  Macriani  and  other  Greek 
officers  who  had  served  with  distinction  in  the  war 
of  the  Revolution. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


H.  R.  U.  Prinee  George  of  Cambridge  ConitintiBople— The  dtj  bj 
moonlight — The  Hummumi  of  Sumboul — A  puty  mt  the  Sweet 
Waten — ETcning  on  the  Botphorui — LeftTe  Conttantinoplo — Od< 
ktnunen — A  female  diplomats — Serpents'  bland. 


Those  who  wish  to  see  Greece  in  quiet  had  better 
go  directly-  The  country  is  not  yet  overrun  with 
gentlemen  in  Holland  blouses  and  green  goggles ; 
the  Parthenon  is  not  yet  infested  with  ciceroni, 
hut  the  time  perhaps  is  not  far  distant  when  the 
chimney  of  a  spinning-jenny  will  grace  the  olive 
grove  of  the  Academy,  and  the  traveller  be 
steamed  up  from  the  Pirasus  to  the  capital.  Could 
Themistocles  rise  from  his  tomb,  and  see  the 
Archduke  paddling  into  the  harbour,  would  not 
he  be  astonished ! ! 

On  leaving  Athens  we  had  the  honour  of  find- 
ing ourselves   the   travelling  companions  of  His 
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Royal  Highness  Prince  George  of  Cambridge, 
who  was  proceeding  to  Constantinople  by  the  same 
ateamer,  and  who,  with  the  amiable  feeling  in- 
herent in  his  iUustrious  family,  contributed  greatly 
to  the  pleasure  of  our  voyage.  After  our  arrival 
there,  bis  continued  kindness  enabled  us  to  visit 
the  mosques,  a  gratification  we  should  have  lost 
altogether  but  for  his  courtesy. 

How  rarely  we  see  a  place  which  does  not  fall 
far  short  of  the  representations  we  have  had  of  it 
eitlier  by  pen  or  pencil !  This  was  not  tlie  ca«e 
at  Constantinople ;  there  arc  beauties  yet  unno- 
ticed, to  furnish  tlicmes  for  a  whole  regiment  of 
poets,  though  they  were  as  good  as  Byron  or  Sam 
Rogen. 

The  sunsets  liere  are  not  so  fine  as  those  of 
Greece,  but  moonlight  over  the  "city  of  the 
Sultan  "  is  indeed  beautiful,  and  to  enjoy  it  per- 
fectly, I  frequently  retired  to  my  divan,  which 
commanded  a  view  of  the  Golden  Uom,  and 
with  my  pipe  and  sherbet  by  my  side,  remained 
there  watching  for  her  beams.  As  the  night 
advanced,  the  numerous  lights  of  the  city  gradu- 
ally disappeared,  the   hum  of  voices  died  i 
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the  breeze  of  evening  was  hushed,  and  the  Horn, 
which  daring  the  day  had  been  covered  with 
boats  engaged  in  all  the  noise  and  tumult  of 
traffic,  now  lay  in  hazy  obscurity  beneath  me. 
The  pale  light  in  the  horizon  soon  ushered  in  the 
"  bark  of  pearl  in  that  cloudless  sky/'  the  sha- 
dows became  more  evident,  the  golden  crescents 
of  the  Suliamani  mosque,  and  Seraskier's  tower, 
then  appeared,  the  slender  minarets  followed,  and 
at  last  the  whole  city  and  the  Horn  were  lighted 
up  in  colours  more  chaste,  although  less  splendid, 
than  those  of  sunset.  I  felt  that  this  was  the 
hour  to  enjoy  the  City  of  the  Plague,  and  I 
thought  my  opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  numer- 
oos  caiques  which  stole  swiftly,  though  noiselessly, 
across  the  moonbeams,  returning  to  Stamboul 
from  the  sweet  waters  at  the  extremity  of  the 
Horn.  If  it  were  possible  for  anything  to  increase 
the  beauty  and  interest  of  this  scene,  it  was  so 
increased  by  the  planet  Venus  being  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  moon,  exhibiting  the  emblem  of 
the  Moslem's  empire  over  his  own  capital.  This 
divan  was  my  bed,  but  the  sleep  that  succeeded 
my  contemplations  was  far  more  generally  inter- 


i-upted  by  the  loud  and  continued  yelle  of  the 
inonfrrei  curs  of  Pera,  tlian  by  dreams  of  Mabo- 
met's  Houris. 

The  costume,  maniiei's,  and  religion  of  Turkey 
may  soon  pasit  away,  but  the  natural  beauties  of 
Constantinople  will  always  repay  the  traveller  for 
his  visit.  The  Turkish  bath  was  a  great  source 
of  amusement  during  my  stay,  and  when  not  too 
freijuently  indulged  in,  is,  1  should  think,  healthy. 
The  principal  Hummums  in  Stamboul  are  situ- 
ated in  the  pipe  bazaar,  the  entrance  being  on  the 
right  going  up  the  street ;  but  there  is  nothing  to 
indicate  the  approach  to  so  large  an  establishment. 
The  undressing-room,  about  twenty  paces  square, 
was  lighted  by  an  open  lantern  in  the  dome  above ; 
a  fountain  played  in  the  centre,  and  fresco  ar- 
abesques (though  indifferently  executed)  gave 
an  air  of  finish  to  the  apartment.  A  platform  ele- 
vated about  three  feet  from  the  ground  and  built 
round  the  walls,  was  covered  by  loungers  and 
divans.  Though  at  the  early  hour  of  six  in  tlie 
morning,  the  place  was  full  of  bathere,  and  I  soon 
found  my.self  sitting  next  to  a  sedate -looking 
Turk  on  the  platform  before  mentioned.     It  was 
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tenanted    by   many   others,  some,  like    myself, 
preparing  for  the  operation;  others,  wrapped  in 
hot  linen, — that  on  their  heads  being  el^antly 
arranged  like  a  turban, — ^were  enjoying  the  greatest 
luxury  of  the  bath,  the  pipe  and  sherbet  after  it. 
My  inability  to  converse  I  foimd  decidedly  un- 
pleasant; however,  I  was  soon  imdressed,  and  hav- 
ing thrown  a  cotton  towel  roimd  my  loins,  and 
placed  my  feet  in  a  pair  of  wooden  pattens,  not 
particularly  comfortable,   I    hobbled  through  a 
small  passage  which  led  me  into  the  murky  at- 
mosphere of  the  tepidarium.     Here  I  saw  one  of 
the  assistants  rubbing  down  an  old  and  bearded 
descendant  of  the  prophet,  with  a  head  like  that 
of  Michael  Angelo's  Moses,  and  so  motionless, 
that  he  might  have  been  the  very  statue  itself. 
No  jockey  ever  strapped  a  hunter  with  such  force ; 
it  was  a  repeal  of  the  union  between  the  skin  and 
flesh,  for  every  stroke  of  the  hair  glove  brought 
away  a  considerable  portion  of  the  former ;    to 
me  this  appeared  a  violent  measure,  but  he  sub- 
mitted  very  quietly,   and   I  entered  the   calda- 
rium  a  little  more  reconciled  to  my  fate.     There 
was  nothing  particularly  remarkable  in  the  room 


I  had  left,  but  the  one  I  was  now  in  struck  me 
greatly;  it  was  circular,  and  about  twenty-five 
paces  in  diameter,  dimly  lighted  by  perforations 
in  the  dome  above ;  under  this  was  a  stone  platform, 
inclining  from  the  centre  don-nwards,  which,  as 
well  as  the  pavement  generally,  was  intersected 
by  pieces  of  coloured  marbles,  evidently  of  great 
antiquity.  On  this  platform  the  bathers,  as  they 
entered,  laid  down,  placing  a  towel  under  theit 
heads.  Certainly  there  was  nothing  very  lux- 
urious in  this  couch ;  on  it,  however,  they  under- 
went the  process  of  shampooing,  a  ceremony  I 
dispensed  with,  having  tried  it  many  years  before 
in  India ;  it  consists  in  squeezing  every  muscle  of 
tile  body,  and  making  every  joint  crack.  A  bar- 
ber, whose  assistance  I  required,  now  made  hia 
appearance,  and  such  was  the  excessive  perspir- 
ation, that  be  relieved  me  of  my  heard  without 
the  aid  of  soap,  in  a  very  expeditious  and  agree- 
able manner.  The  operation  over,  be  and  my  at- 
tendant disappeared,  and  I  was  left  to  my  own 
observations:  these  were  pleasant  enough,  for 
every  one  appeared  to  be  enjoying  himself,  and  aa 
the  laugh  and  more  subdued  song  were  re-echoed 
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from  the  lofty  dome,  all  apprehensions  regarding 
the  hair  glove   vanished.     But    mj   meditations 
were  interrupted  by  one  of  the  bathers,  evidently 
of   the   old    school,    untouched  by  Mahmoud's 
reforms,  and  an  enemy  to  the  Fez.     The  skin  I 
was  about  to  shed  had  betrayed  me,  for  it  was 
plain,  by  the  old  fellow's  manner  and  the  loud 
tones  of  his  voice,  he  had  found  out  that  I  was  a 
Giaour,   and,  according  to  his  opinion,   had  no 
business  in  the  bath ;  but  no  one  appeared  to  side 
with  him,  and  my  attendant  entering  on  the  in- 
stant, the  old  fellow  retired  muttering  mashallahs, 
inshallahs,  and  other  "ha,  has"  between  his  teeth. 
I  was  now  stuck  up  against  the  wall,  in  a  recess 
which  contained  a  stone  basin,  receiving  both  hot 
and  cold  water,  and  the  assistant,  aided  in  his 
operations  by  the  hair  glove,  began  to  remove  two 
or  three  layers  of  what  a  Turk  considers  super- 
fluous skin,  but  which  I,  having  worn  it  for  some 
thirty  years,  looked  upon  in  no  such  light ;  the 
fellow,  however,  eflfected  this  excoriating  process 
in  so  very  humane  a  manner,  that  the  most  stren- 
uous supporter  of  Martin's  act  might  have  stood 
by  without  the  slightest  annoyance  to  his  feelings. 


During  each  pause  of  the  glove,  I  was  dreuched 
with  verj'  hot  water,  and  when  it  was  Anally  laid 
down,  I  thought  I  was  a  pretty  good  example  of 
a  modem  Marsyas.  The  repeated  sousings  which 
followed,  got  the  steam  up  on  me  to  such  a  height) 
that  I  felt  it  was  a  case  of  high  pressure,  and 
rushing  into  the  adjoining  room,  as  to  a  safety 
valve,  I  threw  jnyaelf  down  on  the  ground,  gasp- 
ing like  a  fish  out  of  water.  The  change  in  the 
temperature  soon  relieved  mc,  for  though  this 
room  felt  oppressive  as  I  passed  through  it  on 
my  way  to  the  one  I  had  juat  left,  it  now  felt 
equally  cold.  But  the  operation  was  not  yet 
over,  for  my  scruhber  soon  re-appeared  with  a 
pewter  basin  full  of  lather,  which  he  laid  over  my 
person  with  a  piece  of  hemp,  very  much  like  a 
ship's  Bwab  on  a  small  scale ;  the  effect  was  de- 
lightful after  the  glove,  and  removed  all  irtitatioD. 
Another  drenching  followed,  and  having  thus  been 
flayed,  parboiled,  and  steamed,  half-drowned  and 
half-suffocated,  I  put  on  dry  things  and  retreated 
to  a  lounger  in  the  undresaing  room  as  quickly  as 
my  pattens  would  allow  me.  Here  my  hot  linen 
was   again   clianged,   and   my   head   wrapped   in 
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cloths,  arranged,  no  doubt,  in  a  turban  like  those 
already  alluded  to ;  I  was  then  furnished  with  a 
chibouque,  and  I  sunk  back  in  my  fauteuil  thinking 
what  Pipes  would  have  given  for  such  a  bath  for 
.the  gipsy.  The  expense  of  all  this  was  seven 
piastres,  about  eighteen  pence,  including  coffee 
and  lemonade,  both  exquisite,  the  latter  being 
iced.  In  fact,  it  was  only  when  sipping  them, 
and  smoking  the  sultana,  that  I  found  myself  in 
a  position  to  be  called  luxurious,  and  I  left  the 
hummums,  though  rather  sore,  much  gratified 
with  my  visit.  The  Turks  only  pay  one  piastre 
and  a  half,  but,  the  pipe  excepted,  without  re- 
freshment. 

The  day  before  our  departure  for  Odessa,  we 
accepted  an  invitation  from  Mr.  Cartwright,  the 
Consul  General,  to  dine  at  the  Sweet  Waters,  on 
the  Asiatic  side  of  the  Bosphorus.  This  delightful 
spot  is  situated  a  little  beyond  the  castles,  and  is 
a  place  of  public  resort  for  both  Turks  and  Chris- 
tians, who  come  here  to  smoke  their  chibouques, 
and  sip  their  sherbet  under  the  immense  trees 
which  grow  about  the  mosque.  The  party  had  been 
made  for   His   Royal   Highness   Prince  George. 


Every  thing  that  good  taste  could  suggest  was 
displayed  on  the  occasion  ;  indeed,  the  hospitality 
and  good  nature  of  our  host  is  "  renotnniee/'andno 
one  visits  Constantinople,  with  the  smallest  claim 
on  his  acquaintance,  who  is  not  requested  tn  par- 
take of  it.  Tlie  table  groaned  with  every  lux- 
ury ;  the  champagne  flowed  as  freely  as  the  Bo»- 
phorus,  and  though  in  the  open  air,  with  crowds 
of  Turks  on  every  side,  we  were  not  the  least 
annoyed  by  their  presence;  in  nearly  eveiy  other 
country  we  should  most  certaiidy  have  been 
gaped  at  and  incommoded.  We  all  left  this  novel 
and  festive  scene  highly  delighted  with  our  en- 
tertainer ;  the  evening  was  delicious,  and  the  Bos- 
phorus  covered  with  caiques;  the  Greek  boatmen 
in  their  figured  muslin  vests  gave  way  with  a 
will,  and  ours  flew  like  a  bird  under  their  steady 
and  vigorous  strokes.  Myriads  of  fire-flies  lighted 
us  on  our  way,  and  the  effects  of  the  sparkling 
grape,  with  the  bright  eyes  which  occasionally 
darted  on  us  from  a  passing  caique,  completed  a 
picture  which  the  imagination  could  scarcely  have 
painted.  Time  here  passed  rapidly,  and  the  day 
of  our  departure  was  not  one  of  pleasure.     No 
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wonder  Russia  is  anxious  to  get  possession  of  it, 
but  it  is  to  be  hoped  she  will  never  succeed.* 

We  left  our  moorings  on  the  18th  of  June,  and 
with  the  Duke  in  our  hearts  and  thoughts,  started 
against  a  northerly  wind  up  the  Bosphorus.  As  long 
as  we  remained  in  this  lovely  channel,  I  did  not  re- 
gret our  slow  pace,  for  something  new  and  interest- 
ing started  up  every  instant.  When  off  Thcrapia, 
iiL  Boutenieff,  the  Russian  ambassador,  left  the 
vessel ;  and,  proceeding  on  our  voyage,  we  were 
soon  out  of  the  straits,  and  in  the  Black  Sea.  The 
infamous  sailing  qualities  of  the  steamer  became 
every  moment  more  evident ;  for,  though  it  only 
blew  a  mere  cat's-paw,  yet,  being  a-head,  we  did 
not  make  three  miles  an  hour :  and  on  one  occa- 
sion, when  the  log  was  thrown,  we  found  ourselves 
only  going  one  and  a  half.     The  fares  by  these 

•  Let  the  errors  of  the  Turkish  rule  he  what  they  may,  the 
withering  despotism  of  the  military  system  of  Russia  is  infi- 
nitely more  debasing.  In  Constantinople,  there  arc  at  least 
no  passports,  cartes  de  sejour,  censors,  secret  police,  and  all 
the  other  means  employed  hy  her  said  to  be  more  civilized 
neighbour  in  carrying  on  the  executive  of  her  government.  A 
foreigner's  individual  liberty  is  as  nuich  respected  as  it  is  in 
England. 

VOL,  I.  D 
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boats  sre  high ;  being  twenty  Spanish  dollars  for 
cabin  passengers,  and  thirty  for  a  carriage ;  ser- 
vants, half-price :  no  reduction  is  made  for  fami- 
lies, or  persons  having  their  carriages,  whereas,  in 
Uie  French  and  Austrian  steamers,  the  abatement 
for  a  family  of  three  is  one  fifth,  and  for  six,  one 
fourth.  Our  boat  was  small,  with  engines  of  only 
40-horse  power,  and  badly  constructed;  the  farest 
and  high  price  of  freight,  the  large  cargoes,  and 
the  low  price  of  coals,  with  the  heavy  weather  they 
hare  to  contend  against,  are  ample  reasons  for 
their  being  of  a  very  different  description.  The 
captain,  an  Englishman,  (for  Kussia  cannot  do 
without  us),  gave  me  a  terrific  description  of  the 
weather  here  in  the  winter,  and  said,  that  on  one 
or  two  occasions,  he  had  been  seventeen  days  at 
sea,  and  after  all  obliged  to  return.  These  boats 
are  the  property  of  the  Kussian  Government,  and 
the  Odessa  merchants ;  and  are  detained  for  des- 
patches by  the  former,  whenever  it  suits.*  The 
accommodation  was  wretched ;  the  eatables  uneat- 


•  This  vessel,  the  JVeva,  was  lost  in  the  foUowiDg  year, 
1 840,  on  the  coast  of  Turkey ;  and,  with  tlie  cxcc|itian  of  « 
persons,  every  soul  on  board  peri^heiL 
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able,  and  the  deck  covered  with  coal.     Our  annoy- 
ances were  not  a  little  increased  by  a  Pereot^ 
Greehj  the  wife  of  an  attache  of  the  Russian  em- 
bassy at  Constantinople,  who  stowed  herself  away 
with  three  children  and  two  nurses,  in  our  cabin' 
instead  of  the  one  appropriated  for  the    ladies. 
Her  cries  for  the  steward,  his  mate,  her  servants, 
and  her  husband,  in  the  tender  accents  of  **  mon 
cher,"  (who  remained  mute,  being  in  a  comatose 
state,  in  his  berth,)  were  followed  up  by  supplications 
to  every  saint  in  her  calendar,  relieved,  at  intervals 
of  a  minute,  by  the  screams  of  her  sick  children 
who  were  alternately  stuffed  with  fruit  and  cakes 
by  the  servants,  in  their  endeavours  to  pacify  them* 
A  fair  wind,  which  laid  us  on  an  even  keel,  and 
caused  a  cessation  of  this  concert,  must  Iiave  been 
granted  by  Neptune  for  the  purpose  of  ridding 
himself  and  us  of  it.     But  this  female  diplomate 
had  no  sooner  recovered  herself  and  gained  the 
deck,  than  she  made  herself  equally  disagreeable 
by  her  impertinent  curiosity,  evinced  in  a  sort  ol 
catechism,  respecting  my  age,  profession,  property, 
marriage,  &c.,  &c.,  and,  lastly,  what  was  my  rea- 
son for  visiting  Russia  ?     This  lady's  curiosity  beat 
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the  Yankees*  "  tarnation  hollow,"  and  gave  tne 
many  misgivings  as  to  the  character  of  the  society 
wc  were  about  to  enter.  Serpent's  Island  was 
passed  in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day ;  this, 
the  Leuce  of  the  ancients,  was  once  celebrated  for 
a  temple  dedicated  to  Achilles.* 

•  lu  the  excBvatione  made  for  llie  foundatious  of  a  light- 
Lutiae,  during  my  atiiy  at  Odessa,  several  Greel;  ioicriptioilB 
were  diseorered,  said  (o  be  relating  to  its  history  ;  but  as  ihey 
were  detained  on  the  island,  I  had  no  opporlunily  of  aceii.p 


CHAPTEB   V. 

Arrival  at  Odessa — Deck  patteogen — RuMiaa  decency — Spoglia — Qaa- 
ruitiBe — Marshal  Marmont — Exeunt  omnes — Dr.  Bulard — Plague 
-r-Lord  Byron — Hogarth  realized— A  Russian  hotel — Polish  pru- 
dence— An  arrival. 

We  entered  the  harbour  of  Odessa  about  three 
o'clock,  A.M„  on  the  morning  of  the  21st,  and 
warped  in  amongst  a  crowd  of  shipping,  for  the 
most  part  English,  which  was  manifested  by  the 
expressions  of  "  bear  a  hand,"  "  aye,  aye,  Sir !" 
"  avast,  there  !"  "  take  a  turn,"  &c.  The  Mole, 
built  on  piles,  is  a  fine  work ;  the  trifling  neces- 
sity, however,  for  a  lighthouse,  has  been  quite 
overlooked.  Close  to  the  shore,  and  along  the 
quays,  are  the  warehouses  of  the  quarantine  ;  the 
Health  Office  and  **  parlatoire  "  being  in  the  centre. 
The  passengers  landed  about  seven,  and  were 
walked  off"  to  a  small  room  in  the  office,  ill 
adapted  for  the  reception  of  forty-eight  passen- 
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gers,  the  captain,  and  a  crew  of  eigbteen  be- 
sides. Forty  of  the  former  were  conipoaed  of 
Russians,  Jews,  Tartars,  Greeks,  Sdavonians,  and 
Levanters  of  all  descriptions,  evidently  living  in 
a  deplorable  state  of  ignorance  as  to  tbe  value 
of  soap  and  water ;  and  the  effluvia  arising  from 
the  close  contact  of  so  many  dirty  people  in  a 
badly  ventilated  room,  was  enough  to  produce  tbe 
very  disease  which  the  authorities  were  taking 
sucli  pains  to  prevent  us  from  introducing.  The 
filth  of  these  people,  particularly  of  tbe  three  far- 
mer nations,  was  dreadful :  I  frei^ueiitly  saw  them 
sporting  over  their  own  preserves,  with  a  success 
which  quite  made  one  creep.  The  Tartars  were 
returning  from  a  pilgrimage  which  they  had  made  to 
Mecca ;  and  though  Mohammedans,  did  any  thing 
but  obser\'e  tbe  ablutions  recommended  by  their 
religion  j  but  they  unceasingly  prostrated  tbem- 
selvea  in  the  direction  of  tbe  Caaba,  The  exami- 
nation of  our  passports  occupied  three  quarters 
of  an  hour,  the  captain  having  first  taken  an  oath 
that  he  knew  of  no  case  of  plague  on  board  his 


vessel.     Whej 
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ived  to  have 
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called,  the  man  la  office  questioned  me  with  1 
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courteay,  and  commenced  his  inquisitorial  com- 
mands with^ ''  Fray^  Sir,  what  do  you,  a  British 
officer,  want  in  Russia  f  *  ''  Sir,  as  you  are  an 
Englishman,  why  have  you  a  Dutch  passport?*' 
and  other  agreeable  and  intellectual  questions. 
The  room,  at  last,  became  so  offensive,  that  I  was 
obliged  to  leave  before  the  ceremony  was  over. 
The  chief  official  of  this  den  was  a  captain  in  the 
navy,  rather  a  notorious  character,  and  affected  to 
be  descended  from  his  namesake,  the  great  Potem- 
kin.  His  celebrity,  I  understood,  was  owing  to 
his  having  given  underhand  information  against 
some  of  his  brother  officers  concerned  in  a  dis- 
turbance at  Sevastopol,  which  place,  if  report  be 
true,  he  is  not  likely  to  revisit  in  a  hurry.  His 
peculations,  also,  were  said  to  be  pretty  extensive. 
The  crew  performed  their  spoglia  at  the  Health 
Office,  and  were  stripped  altogether !  The  pas- 
sengers, reserved  for  a  later  exhibition,  were 
ordered  off  to  the  Lazaret,  on  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  preceded  by  an  old  pensioner,  with  a 
piratical  flag;  the  rear  being  closed  by  another 
with  a  similar  one.  The  room  in  which  the  male 
portion  of  the  party  performed,  was  damp,  and 


fumiBhed  only  witli  a  table  and  a  few  wooden 
benches.  I  v/as  one  of  the  last  called,  and  on 
entering  the  apartment,  found,  to  my  great  sur- 
prise, not  only  the  Doctor,  but  the  Director  of 
the  establish  111  en  t,  his  clerk,  and  several  soldiers. 
I  ventured  to  object  to  this  public  display  of  my 
person,  but  was  informed  that  such  ivas  the  regu- 
lation, and  the  Director,  (the  only  person  who 
could  speak  any  language  but  Russian,)  being  a 
Greek,  and  of  the  Ixtwer  Empire,  I  knew  there 
was  no  hope.  I  therefore  submitted,  and  having 
delivered  over  ray  watch,  money,  pencil-case,  and 
every  other  article  about  me,  had  the  satisfac- 
tion of  seeing  them  (with  the  exception  of  the 
former)  placed  in  a  solution  of  chloride  of  lime. 
I  then  peeled,  and  awaited  the  son  of  Galen's 
decision.  His  order  drst  to  elevate  one  arm,  and 
then  the  other,  led  me  to  suppose  the  good  man 
xvas  going  to  put  me  through  the  "  cxtensicm 
motions ;"  but  I  found  it  was  only  to  obserre 
whetlier  I  had  that  infallible  indication  of  plague, 
swellings  under  the  arms :  during  the  wholo  of 
this  time,  my  feet  were  kept  cool  and  comfortable 
in  a  pool  of  the  solution,  which  had  fallen  from  tlio 
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table.  Having  passed  master^  the  few  articles  of 
clothing  I  had  received  firom  the  town  were  hurried 
on,  and  as  it  rained  in  torrents,  I  remained  in  the 
adjoining  room.  My  meditations  on  the  ceremony^ 
I  had  just  passed  through  were  interrupted  by  the 
entrance  of  a  naked  Tartar,  of  hideous  aspect ;  his 
deformed  person  was  covered  with  bums  and  scars, 
and  his  whole  appearance  more  like  Quasimodo's, 
than  any  being,  real  or  imaginary,  I  ever  heard  or 
read  of.  I  immediately  recognized  him  as  one  of 
the  passengers  I  had  observed  hunting  on  the  deck  ; 
and  this  circumstance,  coupled  with  the  certainty 
of  his  being  accompanied  by  forty  Tartars,  Jews, 
and  Russians,  all,  more  or  less,  as  hideous,  and 
dirty  as  himself,  gave  me  the  wings  of  Mercury, 
and  in  spite  of  the  storm  which  raged  without,  and 
my  thin  slippers,  I  met  it  as  unconcerned  as  Lear. 
Before  doing  so,  I  had  time  to  observe  that  even 
this  uncivilized  being  had  a  greater  sense  of  mo- 
desty than  the  official  persons  who  conducted  the 
spoglia ;  for,  finding  some  one  in  the  room  when 
he  entered,  he  rushed  into  a  corner,  and  huddled 
himself  up  in  it,  evidently  distressed  at  bis  situ- 
ation.    The  rooms  first  assigned  to  us  were  simi- 
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lar  to  those  I  bad  left,  and  the  Director  informed 
me  that  the  other  passengers  being  Kussiau  sub- 
jects, and  employes  of  the  Govermnent,  they  must 
of  course  have  the  first  choice.  Seeing,  there- 
fore, there  was  no  hope  of  accommodation  tixun 
him,  and  learning  that  a  lady  who  had  six  rooms, 
only  occupied  ibur,  I  made  a  fight  lor  the  other 
two,  and  obtained  them  at  the  rate  of  fifty-four 
roubles  for  the  fortnight. 

The  quarters  we  were  now  in  formed  a  part  of 
the  house  which  Lord  Durham  occupied  when  ou 
his  way  to  St.  Petersburgh ;  they  looked  on  a 
dead  wall  six  feet  from  tlie  windows,  which  were 
covered  by  a  strong  iron  wire  net  work,  and  the 
outer  walls  had  doors  at  intervals  which  corres- 
ponded with  those  of  each  apartment.  Through 
the  gratings  of  these  doors  we  gave  our  orders  for 
dinner  to  the  traiteur,  or  conversed  with  those 
persons  who  came  to  see  us.  We  were  completely 
imprisoned  iu  our  rooms  on  this  side,  as  we  could 
not  even  cross  the  space  between  our  windows  and 
tlie  walls.  In  the  front  of  the  house  was  a  small 
court  enclosed  on  each  side  by  another  high  wall, 
having  a.  double  row  of  open  palisades  in  front,  so 
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that  we  were  equally  dose  prisoners  here.  The 
court  was  ornamented  by  a  few  acacias,  under 
which  we  used  to  sit  of  an  evening,  watching  the 
vessels,  many  of  them  English,  either  entering  or 
leaving  the  harbour,  and  thus  beguile  a  few  hours 
of  these  weary  days.  From  here,  we  also  saw  the 
new  arrivals  enter  this  purgatory. 

Our  annoyances  were  not  a  few ;  the  first  being 
a  delay  in  receiving  our  luggage.  By  the  regula- 
tions of  the  establishment,  our  trunks  should  have 
been  returned  in  twenty-hours,  but  sixty-three 
elapsed  before  we  received  a  single  article.  This 
was  explained  by  their  having  fumigated  all  the 
other  baggage  before  ours.  Even  the  servants  had 
received  theirs,  and  I  referred  to  Marshal  Mar- 
mont's  work,  and  admired  with  him,  the  good, 
just,  and  equal  manner  in  which  the  executive  of 
this  establishment  was  carried  on.  Remonstrance 
was  impossible,  for  we  saw  no  one  but  our 
guards,  two  good-natured  stupid  fellows  covered 
with  orders,  who  only  understood  Russ,  and  who 
did  nothing  but  bring  in  our  dinners,  light  the 
somovar,  drink  as  much  votka  as  they  could  get, 
and  keep  us  locked  up.     But  our  principal  misery 


wa*  the  impossibility  of  getting  rest,  for  bugs  in- 
fested the  furniture,  1  went  from  the  bedstead 
to  each  article — sofa,  tables,  and  chairs  in  succea- 
sion,  until  I  reached  the  floor,  but  ihev  swarmed 
everywhere,  and  each  night  "  did  murder  sleep." 
I  caught  one  hundred  and  eighty  during  my  stay, 
all  of  theia  evidently  in  good  case, and  I  had  again  to 
refer  to  Marshal  Marmont's  work,  and  admire  with 
him  the  extreme  cleanliness  of  the  establishment. 
The  house  for  fumigating  the  luggage  was  u 
short  distance  from  us.  The  room  in  which  this 
takes  place  is  largo  enough  to  contain  a  portion  of 
each  person's,  but  the  system  was  bad,  the  num- 
ber of  men  employed  insufficient,  and  a  want  of 
activity  was  evinced  in  the  late  hours  that  were 
kept,  for  no  one  was  stirring  before  10  o'clock; 
when  the  director  was  seen,  a  rare  occurrence, 
he  appeared  to  flit  by  us  like  a  jack  o'  lantern. 
The  men  employed  in  the  fumigation  department 
were  dressed  in  suits  of  coarse  leather,  and  gloves 
of  the  same.  Their  dexterity  in  opening  trunka 
and  finding  out  secret  drawers  was  quite  amus- 
ing. The  Braniab  locks  opened  as  if  by  magic  j 
and  Mr.  Chubb  would  here  have  loKt  his  premla 
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Such  was  the  severity  of  the  search,  and  the  ex- 
tent to  which  it  was'  carried,  that  hair  in  rings, 
broochesy  and  lockets,  was  taken  out,  and  the  lin- 
ings of  dressing  cases,  as  well  as  the   carriage 
cushions  ripped  open.     £very  article  of  metal  as 
well  as  silk  that  was  submitted  to  the  action  of  the 
chloride  was  injured,  and  several  of  my  antique 
lamps  in  terra  cotta  were  broken.     The  traiteur, 
an  old  Italian,  was  the  only  decent  fellow  about 
the  place,  and  supplied  us  with  linen  and  bedding, 
for  the  rooms  were  entirely  without  either  :  his 
wines  were  very  fair  and  charges  moderate.     The 
revenues  of  the  establishment  must  be  great,  for 
even  the  situation  of  restaurateur  is  farmed,  and 
besides  the  charge  for  the  rooms,  there  was  one 
rouble  a  day  to  pay  for  the  guardiani.  Six  months' 
rent  at  the  rate  we  paid  for  our  two  rooms  would 
have  built  the  house. 

The  day  of  our  release,  the  fourteenth  of  our 
imprisonment,  at  length  arrived ;  and  ai'tcr  cutting 
a  few  capers,  and  striking  ourselves  under  the 
arms  to  assure  the  doctor  we  were  "  sound  wind 
and  limb,"  he  took  his  leave.  A  Lutheran  priest 
then  made  his  appearance,  and  made  us  take  an 
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oath  that  we  had  concealed  nothing;   the  Bible 

nd  cross  were  placed  witliin  a  grille  of  iron  wire, 
and  this  at  the  moment  we  hud  been  declared  fit 

to  be  let  loose  upon  society 

I  never  saw  a  door  open  with  such  satisfaction 
as  ours.  Quarantine,  a  disagreeable  thing  at  all 
times,  was  rendered  perfectly  disgusting  by  the 
manner  in  which  the  spoglia  was  conducted,  the 
vermin,  and  the  disobliging  conduct  of  the  director, 
who  was  a  regular  "vauricn."  Count  Woronzotf 
was  absent,  and  the  disorder  which  reigned  every- 
where was  in  some  measure  accounted  for.* 

*  On  hii  return,  I  went  over  llie  e8(abli<ilim(?ut  nith  Lard 
F.  The  head  af  the  department,  Pritii^c  G.,  accompRnied  lu, 
and  every  thing  having  been  thoroughly  put  in  order  for  the 
Count's  inipcclian,  il  hod  ijuite  a  difTerciit  aspect.  Belbre  I 
left  Odessa,  there  was  same  talk  ubout  changing  the  system 
of  quarantine,  and  Dr.  Bulard,  famous  fur  hi<  experiments 
on  )>lague,  was  engaged  by  the  Russian  got-ernnient  tu  direct 
ihe  proposed  mcaaurea.  The  diainfecling  iigenl  employed  by 
this  gentiemnu  is  heat.  Ilia  long  experience  in  the  hospitals 
of  Cairo,  Alexnndria,  Smynin,  aud  Consiiiulinople,  gives  great 
veigbl  to  his  opinions  ;  and  should  tlic  result  of  the  in<(uiriea 
and  invesligatiouB  he  is  about  to  ealttblish  be  ecjual  to  his  ex- 
pectations, commerce  will  be  greatly  betieSteU  by  it.  Hi* 
great  object,  bovever,  U  to  induce  the  Russian  governmetil  to 
i-ul!  tlie  attention  of  every  country  in   Europe  to  the  subject ; 
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An  acquaintance  cleared  our  things  at  the 
Custom-house ;  his  rank  of  Greneral  acted  like 
magic*  The  only  articles  retained,  for  we  had 
nothing  but  our  personal  baggage  with  us,  were 
some  books.  These  were  returned  a  few  days 
after,  with  the  exception  of  Byron's  Works,  and  a 
"History  of  the  miraculous  arrival  of  the  Santa 
Casa  at  Loretto/*  which  were  forwarded  to  St. 
Petersburgh.  The  Byron  was  sent  to  me  after 
I  left  the  country ;  the  latter  I  never  recovered. 
This  author's  Works  are  prohibited  in  Russia, 
not  £rom  any  disinclination  to  read  the  amours 
of  Don  Juan,  for  books  of  the  most  licentious  cha- 

and  by  forming  a  committee  of  medical  men  from  each,  and 
giring  them  every  means  of  arriving  at  some  definite  conclu- 
sion on  the  point,  by  instituting  a  scries  of  experiments  in 
fome  places  where  the  plague  is  prevalent,  to  render  a  lasting 
benefit  to  the  human  race.  Tlie  indefatigable  zeal  displayed 
by  Dr.  Bulard,  and  the  devoted  manner  in  which  he  perilled 
his  life  to  attain  a  knowledge  of  his  subject,  by  inoculating 
himself  with  the  plague  virus,  and  actually  living  with  and 
nursing  the  sufferers  in  the  hospitals,  entitle  him  to  the  high- 
est rank  amongst  the  philanthropists  of  this  or  any  other  age. 
But  in  Russia,  intrigue  is  so  rife  amongst  those  who  have  the 
power  to  further  his  noble  purpose,  that  it  is  much  to  be 
feared  he  will  not  be  able  to  overcome  the  obstructions  which 
have  already  been  thrown  in  his  way. 


(J-j,  LORU   IIVHOR 

racter  arc  allowed  to  pass  by  the  censor  without 
difficulty ;  but  because  of  tbe  noble  poet's  censure 
of  the  empress  in  the  lines  commencing, 

"  And  Catherine,  who  lovpd  all  things  save  her  lord." 
Canto  IX,,  Don  Jtum. 

The  entrance  to  the  town  was  exceedingly 
busy,  the  roud  to  the  port  being  crowded  with 
bullock  carts,  filled  with  grain,  on  their  way 
lo  the  shipping ;  when  trade  is  brisk  and  the 
exports  considerable,  a  line  of  them  four  deep 
frequently  extends  from  Catherine  Street  to  the 
quay,  a  distance  of  two  vcrsts.  Each  train  of  carts 
was  headed  by  a  broker,  and  the  row  that  ensued 
at  the  bottom  of  the  hill,  near  the  custom-house, 
when  a  stoppage  took  place,  was  tremendous. 
Every  curse,  in  nearly  every  language  under  tlie 
sun,  was  put  iu  request,  and  with  the  roars  of  the 
bullocks,  the  creaking,  nay  almost  screeching  of 
the  wheels,  and  concussion  of  the  carts,  formed 
a  strange  species  of  harmony ;  Hogartli,  had  he 
heard  them,  would  have  had  a  fine  addition  to  the 
catalogue  of  rile  sounds  with  which  he  treated  his 
enraged  musician.  Droskies  were  hurrying  lo 
and  fro  at  a  racing  pace,  and  eveiy  one  appeared 


HOGARTH  REAUZED.  QQ 

to  be  taking  time  by  the  forelock^  the  commercial 
business  of  the  quarantine  terminating  at  an  early 
hour.  The  road  to  the  great  square  was  abomi- 
nably bady  fit  only  for  persons  with  torpid  livers ; 
when  the  pavement  was  laid  down,  it  might  have 
been  good,  but  now  it  was  no  better  than  that 
of  Pera  or  StambouL  Rooms  had  been  taken 
for  us  at  the  Hotel  de  la  Nouvelle  Russie,  and 
the  person  to  whose  hospitality  and  kindness  we 
had  been  recommended  by  our  Russian  acquaint- 
ance at  Rome,  thinking  perhaps  to  pay  us  a 
compliment  and  keep  up  his  own  importance, 
ordered  them  for  a  "  Milord  Anglais,"  an  honour 
for  which  we  paid  dearly  the  next  morning. 
When  shown  to  our  beds,  we  found  they  had  no 
sheets  on  them,  and  it  was  with  the  greatest  dif- 
ficulty that  we  obtained  one  for  each  bed,  the 
"  fille  de  chambre,"  a  man,  insisting  that  one  was 
a  pair ;  but  this  discomfort  was  of  little  con- 
sequence, for  we  found  that  the  enemy  had 
already  taken  possession.  The  rooms  were  about 
six  feet  across,  and  devoid  of  all  appliances  to 
cleanliness  and  comfort,  and  the  attendance,  as 
well  as  the  "  cuisine,"  was  infamous.     Disgusted 
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with  the  house,  and  every  one,  and  every  thing 
iu  it,  I  sallied  forth  in  the  morning  to  forage  for 
myself,  and  found  better  apartments,  more  cleanly 
and  reasonable,  at  the  Hotel  of  St.  Petersburg, 
which  had  also  the  advantage  of  being  on  the 
Boulevard,  facing  the  sea.  Here  we  settled  our- 
selves for  three  months,  and  one  or  two  squabbles 
excepted,  got  on  pretty  well  with  our  landlord  ;  he 
was  a.  Greek,  but  fortunately  spoke  both  French 
and  Italian.  Our  great  difficulty  was  to  make  him 
keep  our  beds  free  from  intruders  on  our  rest: 
this  he  angrily  and  contemptuously  called  "  ca- 
priaj  Inglesi."  Here,  as  at  the  Nouvelle  Rusaie, 
we  found  there  was  no  regular  attendance,  every 
oue  being  expected  to  bring  his  own  servants 
and  linen.  Though  imposing  on  the  outside, 
these  caravanserais  are  generally  wretched  and 
dirty  within ;  they  are  merely  large  lodging  houses, 
divided  into  sets  of  apartments,  to  many  of  which 
a  small  kitchen  is  attached.  Not  an  atom  of  carpet 
or  matting  b  to  bo  seen,  and  the  only  furniture, 
bedsteads,  chairs,  and  tables,  are  of  a  very  inferior 
description.  We  did  not  become  in  any  degree 
comfortable,  until  we  had  purchased  linen,  and 
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hired  a  German  servant  who  spoke  Russian.  The 
galleries  which  run  at  the  back  of  the  apart- 
ments of  each  floor,  and  firom  which  they  are 
entered,  were  generally  crowded  with  dirty  un- 
flhaved  domestics  in  their  shirts  or  sheep  skins, 
according  to  the  season,  occasionally  employed  in 
lighting  that  useful  article  a  somorar,  but  more 
often  seated  on  the  floor  plajring  with  cards 
as  dirty  as  themselves:  as  they  iisually  sleep 
on  the  floor  of  the  anti-room  with  the  door 
closed,  the  odours  in  the  morning  are  not  very 
agreeable.*  The  traiteur  of  the  hotel  is  totally 
unconnected  with  the  landlord,  and  those  persons 
who  are  provided  with  their  own  cook  and  kitchen 
utensils  seldom  have  recourse  to  him.  We  re- 
gretted that  we  had  not  ours,  as  the  cookery 
was  a  villanous  compound  of  that  of  every  Euro- 

*  As  the  somovar  is  alluded  to  more  than  once,  it  may  be 
as  well  to  explain,  that  it  is  a  very  useful  and  convenient  tea 
urn,  heated  by  a  small  charcoal  fire  at  the  bottom  of  a  cy- 
linder, in  which,  in  an  English  one,  the  heater  would  be 
placed.  The  only  care  required  in  using  it,  is  to  have  the 
charcoal  burnt  thoroughly  clear  before  it  is  brought  into  the 
room,  and  of  course  never  to  allow  the  fire  to  remain  burning 
after  the  water  is  consumed. 
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pcan  nation.  It  will  be  seen  from  this,  th&t 
Russian  hotels,  of  which  those  in  Odossa  are  fair 
specimens,  are  on  a  very  different  footing  from 
those  of  other  countries ;  and  in  fact  are  suited 
only  to  the  inhabitants,  or  those  conversant  with 
Russian  customs  and  manners:  to  the  civilized 
world,  they  must  be  an  abomination.  Our  hotel 
was  full  of  Poles,  coiue  to  sell  their  com ;  many 
of  them  gamble  away  the  money  they  receive, 
and  though  they  enter  the  town  in  a  carriage  and 
eight,  return  to  their  estates  in  Podolia  in  a  telega 
and  pair.* 

Ladies,  also  proprietors,  come  here  to  sell  their 
corn,  and  return  to  their  chateaus,  laden  with 
millinery  of  the  last  Parisian  fashion,  from  the 
shops  of  Madame  Guerin  and  an  Italian  Signora 
her  rivaL  In  order  to  secure  their  purchases  from 
seizure  by  the  custom  house  officers,  {at  the 
barrier,)  they  display  them  for  a  few  evenings 
on  tile  Boulevard.  A  great  number  of  Russians 
come  here  for  sea  bathing,  and  a  fresh  arrival 
at  our  hotel  always  afforded  us  plenty  of  amuse- 
ment. The  porter's  bell  was  the  signal  for  a 
•   A  common  Posl-cftrt. 
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general  rush  to  the  gallery  that  overlooked  the 
court.     The  ponderous  vehicle  of  the  new  comers 
had  scarcely  entered  the  "  porte  cochere/'  before 
it  was   surrounded  by  the  landlord  and  his  sa- 
tellites ;  the  Jew  commissionaire  in  his  long  black 
caftan,  heasian  boots,  and  skull  cup,  being  the 
most  conspicuous  figure  of  the   party.     Judging 
by  the  number  of  ropes  on  the  springs,  wheels, 
and  pole,  the  carriage  had  broken  down  at  least 
a  dozen   times  on  the  road.     It  was  generally 
crowded   inside  and   out,  the  box    being   occu- 
pied by  a  serf,  doing  duty  as  a  John,  who  though 
more  often  in  a  blue  cotton  caftan  and  low  hat, 
was  frequently  in  a  striped   shirt   without   one, 
and  his  face  so  covered  with  dust,  perspiration, 
and  long  hair,  that  it  was  difficult  to  distinguish 
any  of  his  features.     On  the  footboard  sat  the  gold- 
en-haired Phaeton  with  four  in  hand  and  all  abreast, 
his  seat  being  rendered  somewhat  more  secure  by 
the  legs  of  his  companion,  which  were  spread  out 
hehind  him  on  each  side  like  an  inverted  V.     The 
leaders  ridden  by  an  urchin  on  the  off  side,  had 
traces  so  admirably  contrived  in  point  of  length 
that  they  gave  them  every  opportunity  of  turning 
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round  to  talk  to  the  wheelers,  not  an  un&e* 
quent  occurrence.  But  the  turn-out  of  the  in- 
terior was  infinitely  more  amusing;  sometimes 
the  gentleman  made  his  appearance  in  a  sky  blue 
surtout,  with  fur  trimmings,  cossack  trowsers, 
yellow  or  red  morocco  slippers,  a  travelling  cap 
embroidered  with  gold  or  silver,  and  his  breast 
covered  «-itli  orders.  He  was  often  followed  by 
two  or  three  ladies  in  dressing  gowns,  children  in 
night  caps,  the  nurse  and  a  pin-sticker,  dogs,  par- 
rots, bon-boDs,  pillows,  bandboxes,  bundles,  a 
lialf-finished  bottle  of  wine  and  a  black  loaf,  cocked 
hat  and  sword,  and  last,  though  not  least,  a  • 
•  "  •  *  but  no  wash-hand  basin;  the 
unmentionable  article  not  concealed,  or  any  attempt 
made  to  smuggle  it  into  the  house  utiperceived, 
but  tout  bonnement  taken  nut  au  naturet  by  the 
mujik,*  who  had  descended  from  the  box,  and 
set  down  by  the  steps,  while  he  handed  out  the 
ladies.  Tlie  kibitka  f  which  followed  in  the  rear, 
brought  up  the  bedding,  a  few  trunks,  stew-pans, 
and  frying  pans,  a  basket  of  prog,  the  somovar, 
and  a  bag  of  charcoal !  ! 

•  A  wrf.  t  A  light  viHgoii, 
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Dqmrtare for  the  Crimea — ^A  ''chin'* — A  Ruatian  ponport — Peter  the 
Gfeat— Cape  CbenonesQi — Yatta— Yallej  of  "Noisettes** — Tbeo- 
dosia — NaTigatioii  of  the  Sea  of  Azoff — Rassiaa  modestj — General 
Riefftki—- A  tumulus  of  the  aDcient  Bosphorians — A  telega — Street 
of  tumuli — English  hospitality. 

It  took  us  scarcely  a  fortnight  to  discover  that  we 
had  heen  completely  deceived  by  the  description 
our  Russian  acquaintances  at  Rome  had  given  us 
of  Odessa,  and  I  found  that  the  only  object  or  rea- 
son any  one  could  possibly  have  in  coming  to  it, 
would  be  either  on  business,  in  his  road  to  Moscow, 
or  as  a  point  from  which  to  make  an  excursion 
to  the  Crimea;  I  prepared,  therefore,  for  this 
journey,  and  commenced  my  experience  in  the 
vexatious  proceedings  of  a  Russian  public  office, 
in  the  difficulty  of  procuring  a  passport.  The 
formalities  were  so  great,  that  about  a  score  of 


signatures  were  necewary.  The  circumstance  of 
being  a  British  officer,  which  my  Russian 
friends  had  led  mc  to  suppose  would  smooth 
every  obstacle,  rendered  me  an  object  of  sus- 
picion, and  not  unfrequently  of  aversion  to  the 
Jacks  in  office;  it  took  me  three  days  to  ob- 
t^n  this  document,  though  I  paid  pretty  well 
for  it.  I  saw  enough  on  this  occasion  to  warn 
me  never  to  expect  civility,  attention,  or  good- 
nature from  the  ofEciaJs  of  government,  unless 
I  was  under  the  immediate  protection  of  some 
person  of  high  rank  or  influence,  or  could  pay 
enormously.  Being  wholly  unconnected  with 
Russiant^,  uflicially,  commercially,  or  in  any 
other  way,  I  found  that  mere  letters  of  intro- 
duction were  uf  little  use,  and  my  profosuon 
carried  no  influence  with  it,  excepting  with  the 
poor  mujiks.  The  English  gentleman,  "a  chin"* 
unknown  in  this  country,  except  to  a  few  per- 
sons educated  in  England,  or  by  Englishmon,  had 
no  value,  and  elicited  none  of  that  considers 
tion  which  it  generally  meets  with  in  other  parti 
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prised  me,  had  I  not  been  made  to  believe  by 
Russians^  that  an  Englishman  would  always  be 
treated  with  peculiar    attention  in  Russia;  but 
I  never  found  the    same  reciprocity  of  feeling 
that  exists  between  ua,  our  Gallic  neighbours, 
and  other  foreigners.    To  return  to  my  passport; 
on  my  arrival  at  the  barrier,  on  the  quay  of  the 
Pratique  Port,  the  morning  of  my  departure,  I 
bad  the  pleasure  of  finding  that  the  twenty  sig- 
natures I  had  procured  with  so  much  pains,  were 
insufficient,  and  I  was  obliged  to  return  to  the 
chancellerie  of  the  Military  Governor  for  more. 
This  rather  surprised  me,  having  shown  it  to  a 
noble  acquaintance  who  assured  me   it  was  all 
right ;  but  nobles  in  Russia  require  no  passport — 
thence  the    error.     Frenchmen  are  particularly 
ohnoxious,  especially  if  they  have  no  commercial 
ohject  in  view,  or  cannot  give  very  good  reasons 
for  visiting  Russia.     I  knew  one  who  arrived  at 
Odessa  during  my  stay,  that  was  obliged  to  get 
a  merchant  to  give  security  before  he  was  allowed 
to  proceed  into  the  interior,  because  the  object 
of  his  travelling  in  Russia,  as  stated  in  his  pass- 
port, was,  that  he  was  journeying  for  his  "agre- 
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ment."  Returaing  to  the  Port,  the  "  Imperial 
fishing-rod,"  as  Mr.  Murray  calk  it  in  the  Hand 
Book,  was  raised,  and  jumping  on  board  Pet^ 
the  Great,  we  left  our  moorings  under  a  shower 
of  oaths  from  the  captsjn,  an  Englishman,  whose 
patience  was  sufficiently  put  to  the  test  by  just 
then  discovering  that  one  of  the  governor's  em- 
ployes who  was  going,  was  not  yet  on  board, 
and  that  he  would  consequently  have  to  lay-to. 
The  gentleman,  however,  soon  made  his  appear- 
ance on  a  drosky,  driving  at  a  most  furious  pace, 
liis  grey  military  cloak  blown  out  behind  him, 
like  a  balloon,  and  be  arrived  in  clouds  of  dust. 
This  packet  leaves  for  the  Crimea  once  a  fortnight, 
and  though  small,  is  an  excellent  aea-boat;  her 
engines  are  fiilly  equal  to  her  size.  She  was 
brought  from  England  by  her  present  captain 
a  few  years  ago:  he  was  a  thorough-bred  seaman, 
aud  evidently  a  general  favourite.  Amongst  my 
fellow-pasBengers  were  a  Frenchman  of  the  Rna- 
sian  engineers,  a  talking  "  landed  proprietOTi" 
(as  he  termed  himself,}  going  to  visit  a  brace  of 
acres  of  vineyard  in  the  Crimea,  a  leash  of  Poles, 
the  great   Fotemkin   of  the   Quarantine,  and  a 
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Prince  and  Princess  O. :  the  latter  laid  upon 
mattresses  on  the  deck,  apparently  in  the  last 
itsge  of  consumption.  Poor  creature  1  young 
and  lovely  she  had  left  five  children  at  Odessa, 
and  was  vainly  seeking  in  change  of  air  a  re- 
covery, to  others  evidently  hopeless.  A  firiend 
in  attendance  watched  over  her  with  all  the 
solicitude  of  a  sister ;  the  Prince,  her  husband, 
t  huge  piece  of  humanity,  looked  little  calculated 
to  play  the  nurse. 

The  passage  was  fine,  and  my  companions,  with 
the  exception  of  Potemkin,  agreeable:  he  soon, 
however,  retired  to  his  proper  place  in  the  waist, 
and  beguiled  himself  in  the  intellectual  occupa- 
tion of  whistling  up  a  wind,  happily  for  us  with- 
out success,  for  we  had  a  calm  the  whole  way. 
Our  first  view  of  the  coast  was  near  Cape  Cher- 
sonesus,  which  has  a  lighthouse  on  it,  and  shortly 
after,  with  the  assistance  of  a  glass,  I  made  out 
the  Convent  of  St.  George,  and  the  promontory 
on  which  the  Temple,  of  which  Iphigenia  was 
priestess,  and  where    strangers  wrecked  on  the 
coast  are  said  to  have  been  sacrificed,  was  sit- 
uated.    The  classical  recollections  to  which  this 
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gave  rise,  fonned  an  interesting  topic  of  conver- 
sation, and  one  o(  the  young  Poles,  Tresh  from 
the  university,  gave  us  quotations  from  Ovid,  not 
by  the  fool,  but  the  yard.. 

The  ranges  of  hills  which  commence  here,  con- 
tinue all  along  the  coast,  as  far  as  Theodosia, 
but  whether  they  are  primary,  secondary,  or 
tertiary,  I  caunot  pretend  to  say;  they  are  very 
picturesque.  The  Peter  now  ran  close  in  shore, 
and  when  within  about  twenty  miles  of  Yalta, 
the  slope  formed  by  these  moiuitains  towards  the 
sea  was  covered  with  Tartar  villages,  vineyards, 
and  country  seats.  The  mountains,  thou^ 
crowned  with  forests,  are  in  some  places  so  pre- 
cipitous that  they  are  devoid  of  trees,  or  any 
vegetation ;  their  grey  and  broken  masses  con- 
trast powerfully  with  the  cultivation  at  their  base, 
and  appear  ready  to  overwhelm  the  villages  be- 
neath. 

The  splendid  chateau  of  Count  Woronzoff, 
the  Governor  General  of  New  Russia,  was  the 
last  object  of  attraction  before  we  entered  the 
bay  of  Yalta ;  its  oriental  towers  were  in  good 
keeping  with    the    adjacent    mosque,     Yalta  is 
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open  to  every  wind  but  the  northi  and  no  yessels 
come  here,  excepting  now  and  then  a  solitary 
coaster,  bringing  a  few  sacks  of  flour  for  con- 
sumption on  the  spot.     The  wharf  built  here 
some  time   before  I  visited  the  place,  was  so 
badly    constructed,  that  a  north-east  gale   des- 
troyed it  in  one  night :  we  landed  on  the ''  debris^ 
by  a  plank.     Six  years  ago,  this  village,  mis- 
named a  town,  did  not  exist;  the  situation  is 
pretty ;  the  inn,  kept  by  a  German,  though  small 
and  dear,  is  better  than  those  of  Odessa,  and  the 
beds   are    actually  provided  with   blankets    and 
sheets.     There  is  also  a  German  apothecary  and 
one  shop !    Accompanied  by  the  French  colonel,  I 
was  soon  en  route  up  the  valley,  called  that  of 
''Noisettes/'  which,  as  well  as  walnuts,  grow  in 
great  luxuriance;    for    about    seven  shillings   I 
obtained  fifteen  okes  (nearly  thirty-seven  pounds 
English)   of  the  filberts.     A  clear  stream  flows 
tbough   this    beautiful  valley  from  the  moun- 
tains   in  the    back-ground,  which    here   recede 
from  the  shore,  and  on  our  return  we  added  a 
fine  trout  to    our    purchase;   he  was   in  good 
Audition,  and  weighed  at  least  two  pounds ;  we 
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p^d  our  devoirs  to  him  on  board,  and  found 
him  ail  excellent  fish,  though  not  mumonnee.  1 
was  sorry  to  find  a  fishing-rod  useless,  but  the 
stream  was  overgrown  with  trees,  and  the  water 
low ;  this  fish  was  taken  by  tickhng.  The 
great  charm  of  Yalta  is  its  retirement,  and 
the  almost  total  abaeuce  of  employes  and  chio- 
ovniks,  who  infest  every  corner  of  Odessa.  The 
next  day,  at  twelve,  we  continued  our  voyage 
to  Kertch,  keeping  in  sight  of,  and  near  the 
coast,  the  whole  way.  The  scenery  was  of 
the  same  character  as  on  the  preceding  day, 
with  rather  more  wood.  The  country-seata, 
with  large  ^•ineyards  running  to  the  water's 
edge,  rendered  the  landscape  rich  as  well  as 
picturesque.  The  headlands,  particularly  that 
of  the  Bear,  crowned  with  the  remains  of  a  Geno- 
ese fortress,  and  Cape  Matapan,  were  finer  than 
any  thing  on  the  North  coast  of  Ireland ;  no 
const  scenery  that  I  ever  saw  came  near  to  this  in 
point  of  beauty.  It  was  dark  as  we  entered  the 
port  of  Theodosia ;  there  was,  however,  light 
enough  to  discern  the  old  Genoese  towers  on  the 
left  of  the  harbour,  which  is  considered  by  Admi- 
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ral  Lazarefl^  the  best  in  the  Crimea,  after  that  of 
SevastopoL  Here  we  landed  Potemkin,  with  his 
sugar  and  other  creature  comforts,  brought  from 
Odessa  to  escape  the  duty.  This  piece  of  smuggling 
gave  rise  to  an  amicable  row  between  him  and  the 
custom-house  officer,  who  at  first  made  a  great  show 
of  opposition ;  but  his  disinterested  regard  for  the 
revenue  soon  gave  way,  though  gradually — ^for  the 
acting  was  good  on  both  sides — ^to  the  soft  persua- 
sion of  his  £riend,  and  at  the  recollection  that  as 
Potemkin  was  captain  of  the  port  of  Odessa,  he 
might  give  him  a  turn  some  other  time.  Having 
taken  in  a  few  passengers,  we  proceeded  on  our 
way,  and  I  soon  after  turned  in  for  the  night. 
Kertch  was  in  sight  early  the  next  morning.  Thb 
entrance  to  it  is  extremely  uninteresting.  The 
hiU  of  Mithridates  is  the  only  elevation  besides 
the  tumuli  that  break  the  dreary  waste  of  steppe, 
on  which  there  is  no  tree  or  symptom  of  cultiva- 
tion. The  roads  to  the  right  were  full  of  ship- 
ping; for  those  vessels  that  intend  to  enter  the 
sea  of  Azoff  are  obliged  to  perform  quarantine 
here  before  they  are  allowed  to  proceed;  but  a 
great  number  never  do  so,  as  they  would  lose  a 


80 

great  deal  of  time.  The  narigatioo  of  that  sea  U 
bad,  and  it  is  impossihle  to  approach  dose  to  the 
shore,  to  take  in  a  cargo,  in  consequence  of  the 
shallowness  of  the  water.  The  merchants  at  Ta- 
ganrog, therefore,  ship  the  com,  the  staple  export, 
in  small  coasters.  On  their  arrival  at  Kertch  tliese 
vessels  discharge  it  into  the  quarantine  lighters, 
and  they  put  it  on  board  the  shipping.  This  coast- 
ing trade  is  so  profitable  thattlicse  craft  pay  them- 
selves in  two  years ;  they  are  principally  niannnd 
by  Jews,  Greeks,  and  nondescripts.  The  Kusstan 
sailors  are  wretchedly  ignorant  of  their  business, 
so  much  so,  that  they  sometimes  make  the  Turk- 
ish coast  instead  of  that  on  which  Odessa  is  situ- 
ated. Before  I  quitted  the  vessel,  I  learnt  that  in 
a  few  days  an  expedition  was  to  leave  Kertch  for 
Circassia,  with  the  view  of  erecting  forta  on  those 
parts  of  the  coast  of  Abasia  remaining  unoccupied. 
My  informant  was  an  artist,  who  had  already  been 
engaged  to  paint  the  anticipated  triumphs  of  the 
descent ! ! 

Delighted  with  the  opportunity  thus,  as  I 
thought,  thrown  in  my  way,  of  accompanying  the 
expedition,   and  getting  a   sight  of  Circassia,   I 
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made  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  GovemoFi  Prince 
Kerkhoalidzeff,  to  whom  I  had  a  letter  of  intro- 
daedon,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  his  sanction  to 
my  wishes.    But  here  again,  I  found  that  British 
officers  were  in   mauvaise   odewr.     Though  the 
letter  was  from  his  countryman.  General         ■, 
(a  penon  with  whom  he  was  very  intimate.)  hi. 
manner,  kind  at  first,  became  suspicious  when 
he  heard  the  request  I  had  to  make.    I  never 
saw  a  man  pull  such  a  long  face:   he  hemmed 
and  hawed;    spoke  of  Mr.  Bell,  and  the  ever- 
lasting Vixeriy  as  if   I  had  been  a  party   con- 
cerned in  that  transaction ;   muttered  something 
about  English  opposition  to  the  views  of  Rus- 
sia;   my  beiug   a    military  man;    and    finally, 
threw  the   difficulty  off  his  own  shoulders,  by 
proposing  to  give  me  an  introduction  to  the  Com- 
mander in  Chief  of  the  fortresses  on  the  coast  of 
Abasia. 

General  Riefski  received  me  with  politeness, 
and  offered  to  facilitate  the  accomplishment  of 
any  object  I  might  have  in  view,  in  my  visit  to 
Kertch,  but  absolutely  refused  me  permission  to 
accompany  him,  assigning  as  the  reason  for  his 
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non-compliance  with  my  request,  the  positive 
orders  of  his  Government  that  no  foreigner,  par- 
ticularly a  military  man,  and  an  Englishman, 
should  be  allowed,  on  any  account,  to  visit  the 
fortresses  on  the  Circassian  coast.  For  roy  con- 
solation, I  was  desired  to  believe  that  an  American, 
having  special  letters  from  the  Emperor,  granting 
him  permission  to  go  where  he  pleased,  had  also 
been  refused  !  Disappointed,  I  went  off  to  see 
the  French  Colonel's  asphalte  works,  near  Yeni 
Kale,  the  ancient  Myrmecium,  at  the  other  end  of 
the  straits,  On  our  way  there,  which  lay  across 
the  steppe,  we  turned  aside  to  examine  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  the  tumuli  that  cover  the 
plain.  As  near  as  I  could  judge  by  pacing,  the 
diameter  of  it  was  about  350  feet :  this  immense 
mound  was  composed  of  layers  of  diiferent  kinds 
of  earth,  but  I  did  not  observe  any  of  the  sea-weed 
or  bark  of  trees,  spoken  of  by  Clarke.  It  for- 
merly concealed  a  mausoleum,  the  entrance  to 
which  is  by  a  gallery  thirty-six  paces  long,  lined 
with  solid  masonry  of  hewn  stone,  admirably  fitted ; 
the  surface  is  rough,  like  that  of  the  arch  of 
Diusufi.     The  chamber  is  stjuare,  and  about  seven 
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feet  from  the  grotrnd,  a  sapentruotore  rises 
from  tbe  thickness  of  the  walls>  which  is  gradually 
worked  into  a  cone  of  peculiar  form,  each  stone 
in  every  layer  being  made  to  project  a  certain 
proportion  of  its  length  beyond  the  one  beneath 
iL  The  holes  in  the  stonework  at  the  end  of  the 
gallery^  which  originally  received  the  hinges  of  the 
door,  still  remain.  This  tumulus  had  been  opened 
previously  to  the  occupation  of  the  Crimea  by  the 
Russians,  probably  by  the  Genoese,  as  a  Latin 
cross  was  found  painted  on  the  wall ;  but  this  is 
nearly  obliterated*  Their  entrance  had  been 
effected  at  the  top,  but  from  birds  having  built 
in  the  opening  for  many  years,  rubbish  had  accu- 
mulated, and  the  circumstance  had,  therefore, 
most  fortunately  remained  imobserved  by  their 
successors.  Had  they  known  this  at  the  time  they 
made  their  excavations,  they  would  not,  in  all 
probability,  have  taken  the  trouble,  or  gone  to 
the  expense  of  working  at  the  side  of  the  tumulus ; 
more  particularly  as  everything  of  value  had  been 
removed  by  their  predecessors,  who  left  nothing 
but  a  patera,  and  a  few  other  pieces  of  pottery, 
and  the  galleiy  would  most  likely  have  remained 


undiscovered.  Both  the  chamber  and  the  gallery 
have  been  much  defaced  by  the  peasants,  who 
have  knocked  away  great  portions  of  the  stone- 
work 1  they  are  now  tenanted  by  great  numbers 
of  frogs,  and  occasionally  by  the  sheep  and  cattle 
that  graze  around. 

Our  curiosity  satisfied,  we  resumed  the  road  to 
Ycni  Kale.  There  is  a  fort  here,  and  in  it  a  sar- 
cophagus, spoken  of  by  Clarke.  The  inltabitants 
of  the  village  are  of  Greek  descent ;  persons  going 
to  the  Kuban  and  baths  at  Petigorsky,  take  boat 
here,  the  distance  across  being  about  eleven 
English  miles.  This  part  of  the  country,  as  well 
as  the  island  of  Taman,  opposite,  is  very  rich  in 
bitumen,  which  runs  freely  in  a  cutting  of  three 
feet.  The  volcanoes  of  mud,  about  a  mile  from 
the  fort,  are  curious :  they  were  in  eruption  when 
I  visited  them,  the  mud  flowing  in  all  directions, 
and  leaving  in  some  places  a  large  deposit  of  sul- 
phur. From  hence  we  had  a  good  view  of  the 
sea  of  AzoS",  which  looked  turbid  and  still ;  having 
inspected  the  works,  which  appear  likely  to  be  pro- 
fltable,  if  encouraged  by  the  Government, 
turned  to  Kertcb. 
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This  was  my  first  jaunt  in  a  telega,  and  I  suf- 
fered accordingly.  To  describe  one  in  a  few  words, 
it  will  only  be  neceasaiy  to  say  that  the  body  of 
the  yehicle  resembles  a  large  pig  trough  placed 
on  four  wheels,  without  springs,  each  wheel  travel- 
Img  in  a  different  plane  from  the  rest,  on  wooden 
axles  roughly  made.  The  horses,  however,  had 
plenty  of  go  in  them.  The  yemtschik's  shouts 
of  **  No,  no,  no,  no,  poshol,  scorri  !**  mingled  with 
the  loud  ringing  of  the  bell  attached  to  the  pole, 
were  accompanied  by  a  liberal  application  of  his 
abort  whip,  and  we  tore  over  the  steppe,  regard- 
less of  any  inequalities  in  the  ground,  or  gripps  in 
the  track,  which  we  sometimes  left  altogether : 
had  a  tumulus  been  in  the  way,  I  firmly  believe 
Jehu  (a  real  one)  would  have  put  his  horses  at  it. 
The  straw  that  had  been  put  into  the  telega,  to 
break  the  shocks,  was  useless,  and  I  was  obliged 
to  hold  on  with  both  hands  to  keep  my  seat. 
Greneral  Perofski,  the  hero  of  the  Khiva  expedi- 
tion, made  the  journey  from  Orenburg  to  Moscow 
in  one  of  these  vehicles,  in  an  incredibly  short 
space  of  time ;  bearing,  as  quickly  as  possible,  the 
news  of  his  own  failure.    '^  Mashallah,"  said  his 
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friends,  "  what  a  feat !"  and  tlius  tenninated  the 
expedition. 

Tlie  moon  had  risen  before  we  reached  the 
town,  and  about  three  versts  from  it  we  entered  a 
street  of  tumuli.  Perhaps  these  mausoleums 
formed,  as  in  the  ancient  Roman  cities,*  the  prin- 
cipal approach  to  that  oi'  PanticapEeum,  "  once  in 
verdure  clad,"  but  now  laid  open  and  gutted  by 
those,  who  frequently  make  a  merit  of  laughing 
at  history  and  its  associations;  and  who  collect 
antiquities,  and  have  museums,  not  from  any  in- 
terest they  really  take  in  tliem,  as  elucidating 
the  habits  and  customs  of  a  people  who  once 
possessed  them,  but  as  one  of  the  drop  scenes 
intended  to   give    effect  to  their   miserable,  be- 

■  Most  of  (lie  randi  leading  out  of  ancient  towns  are 
lined  witb  tombs ;  and  if  luch  a  ipcctacle  can  ever  be  uid  to 
form  a  pleaBiiig  view,  we  have  an  instance  of  it  at  Poni' 
peii,  wbcre  Die  Street  of  the  Toniba  is  one  of  Ihe  most  inter- 
citing  objects  in  that  extraordinary  place.  Near  to  Poxtuo)! 
(Puteoli,)  on  the  Via  Campana,  we  have  an  instance  of  tbe 
frequ«Dcy  of  tombs  on  the  Toads  near  to  ctlies.  Going  {rom 
Rome,  also,  through  any  of  tlie  gales  at  the  east  end  of  ifae 
town,  vfe  find  ruins  of  ainiilar  edifices.  Burlon'i  Aniiqtdtiet, 
p.  272.  vol.  i.  Tlie  Via  Appia,  Aurelia,  and  Flomiaia,  « 
lined  with  tombs  on  each  side. 
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cause  insmoere,  attempts   at    improvemeiit  and 
dvQizatioii. 

The  hoapitaKty  of  Mr.  Wigfidl,  our  vice^nsul, 
enabled  me  with  great  pleasure  to  cut  the  inn,  a 
villainous  cabaret,  yclept  ''  the  club  ;**  the  invi- 
tation, therefore,  so  kindly  offered  by  him,  was 
gratefuUy  accepted,  and  I  drove  up  to  his  door. 


OHAPTEK    VII. 


Th*  Muteumal  Kcrlch — Cedir  (Mcopli^in — Cole 

truJidoD — The  Mucrocapbtli,  or  long  boidi  of  the  u 


The  following  morning  after  breakfast  I  : 
the  acquaintance  of  an  under  secretary  of  the 
governor.  He  had  been  brought  up  in  Circassia, 
and,  as  he  spoke  the  language  fluently,  was  fre- 
quently employed  on  the  coast  of  Abasia  as  an 
interpreter.  In  his  company  I  paid  a  visit  to  the 
Museum,  which,  (with  the  exception  of  the  speci- 
mens that  have  been  removed  to  the  imperial 
cabinet  at  the  Hermitage,)  contains  all  the  an- 
tiquities foimd  in  the  different  tumuli  that  have 
been  opened.  I  must  also  except  a  few  which 
have  found  their  way  into  the  pockets  of  those 
persons  who  superintended  tlie  excavations,  and 
into  those  of  the  workmen.     Of  this  fact  I  had 
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ocular  demonstratioii,  for  two  gold  articles,  of 
considerable  value,  were  offered  to  me  for  sale. 

The  Museum,  which  formerly  served  as  a  corps* 
de-garde,  was  surrounded  bj  fragments  of  co- 
lumns, and  other '' debris"  of  ancient  architecture ; 
amongst  this  collection,  and  apparently  totally  neg- 
lected, was  a  marble  sarcophagus  of  great  beauty. 
The  lock  was  so  rusty  that  we  had  some  difficulty 
in  opening  the  door,  which  was  at  last  effected  by 
the  curator's  deputy,  a  non-commissioned  officer 
of  the  regiment  in  the  town.  The  state  of  the 
lock,  and  the  general  confusion  prevailing  in  the 
rooms,  were  pretty  good  proofs  that  the  place  was 
seldom  visited :  the  medals  were  not  even  arranged. 

Some  of  the  Greek  vases  were  of  elegant  shape, 
and  in  good  preservation;  the  principal  designs 
represented  Europa  and  the  Bull,  and  the  still 
more  favourite  subject,  the  battles  of  the  Ama^ 
zons«  particularly  interesting  in  this  country,  so 
near  the  scene  of  their  &bulous  achievements; 
but  there  was  nothing  in  them  different  from 
those  of  other  collections.  A  sarcophagus  of 
cedar  wood  particularly  attracted  my  attention; 
many  parts  of  it  were  beautifully  turned,  and  the 
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cornice  at  the  top  was  carved  in  tlie  egg  and 
thunderbolt  pattern ;  a  considerable  portion  of  it 
which  had  been  gill,  remained  almost  uninjured. 
Thin  plates  of  gold,  beaten  into  reliefs  represent- 
ing subjects  of  the  Greek  mythology,  or  circum- 
stances relating  either  to  the  life  or  death  of  the 
deceased,  had  been  suspended  on  each  panel  of 
the  interior;  but  having  fallen  from  their  places, 
they  were  injudiciously  taken  out  and  placed  in 
another  part  of  the  room.  There  were  other 
sarcophagi  of  the  some  materials,  that  bad  appa- 
rently been  charred  by  fire,  but  of  coarser  exe- 
cution. Amongst  the  gems  were  a  few  good 
intaglios  in  gold  rings  of  simple  form ;  gold  ear- 
rings, bracelets,  and  bangles,  all  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful workmanship ;  there  were  also  several  crowns 
of  laurel  and  oak  in  gold,  which  had  encircled  the 
heads  of  the  noble  dead.  One  of  the  bangles, 
admirably  wrought,  had  the  two  ends  carved  into 
hons'  heads,  and  the  neck  enamelled  in  a  lozenge 
pattern  of  two  colours.  These  splendid  ornaments 
are  strong  evidence  of  the  wealth  and  refinement 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  ancient  and  once  power- 
ful city  of  Panlicap£eum.    The  gold  of  which  they 
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ire  made  is  without  alloy ;  it  bent  with  very  little 
pressure. 

The  Tartars  have  a  tradition^  that  upwards  of 
forty  poudsj  nearly  one  thousand  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  pounds  English^  of  this  metal»  in 
ornaments  and  com,  were,  several  hundred  years 
•go,  taken  from  one  of  the  tumuli  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood; and  they  call  it  in  consequence  the 
Golden  Hill.  This  is,  no  doubt,  fiEibulous,  but 
I  think  there  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  not 
above  one  third  of  the  treasures  found  by  the 
Russians,  in  making  their  excavations,  is  in  the 
possession  of  the  government.  The  principal  work 
of  art  that  remains  to  be  spoken  of  is  an  alto- 
relievo  in  bronze,  about  nine  inches  in  diameter, 
much  oxydized,  but  showing  wonderful  execution. 
The  rest  of  the  collection  consists  chiefly  of  glass 
bottles  of  curious  shapes,  one  of  them  with  a  neck 
at  least  a  foot  and  a  half  long ;  bronze  and  terra- 
cotta vases,  bronze  instruments,  and  arrow  heads ; 
lamps,  a  brass  mirror,  and  scarabaei,  amphorae,  la- 
chrymatories, and  patera,  in  terra-cotta,  very  small 
gold  masks,  human  hair,  &c.  Of  course  there 
are    Roman  as  well  as   Greek  remains  in  this 


museum,  but  the  latter  prevail ;  the  former  nation 
not  having  had  possession  of  the  country  till  after 
the  defeat  of  Phamaces  by  Ciesar,  the  occasion  on 
which  he  dictated  his  famous  letter  to  the  Roman 
senate,  "Veni,  vidi,  vici."  But  perhaps  the  great* 
est  curiosity  in  the  collection  is  the  skull  of  a 
Macrocephalus,  said  to  have  been  found  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Don. 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  the  Greeks, 
being  ignorant  of  the  natures  and  languages  of 
the  people  to  the  eastward  of  the  Euxine,  were 
very  much  in  the  habit  of  describing  different 
tribes  by  names  formed  from  tlieir  physical  charac- 
ters j  just  as  we  say  that  some  tribes  on  the  north- 
west coast  of  America  are  "  Flat-heads,"  so  they 
called  the  Macrocephali  "  Long-heads." 

Their  historians  seem  to  have  peopled  the 
countries  beyond  the  stormy  Pontus  with  inhabit- 
ants, to  whom  they  have  attributed  the  most 
extraordinary  physical  peculiarities,  so  fabulous 
and  marvellous,  that  it  is  quite  inconceivable  how 
they  could  have  believed  in  the  existence  of  such 
monsters.  It  has  been  observed  that  the  natives 
of  this  unknown  land  were  Sauromatte,  which  may 
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mean,  with  a  slight  deviation  of  orthography, 
"  Lizard-eyed,"  Herodotus  refers  to  the  Ari- 
maspiy  one-eyed  people ;  the  Argippsei^  bald  &om 
their  birth,  having  large  chins  and  nostrils  like 
the  ape  species,  and  others.  There  were,  like- 
wise, the  Gymni,  naked  people ;  the  Kehryphi,  the 
concealed,  hidden  people;  Aonopes,  sheep-faced 
people;  the  Bathychaetones,  the  thickly  haired 
people. 

Strabo  speaks  of  a  tribe  called  the  Phthiro- 
phagi,  or  louse-eaters;  they  came  to  Dioscures 
for  commercial  purposes,  and  from  their  filthiness 
received  this  appellation.  It  is  true  ancient  au- 
thors have  left  but  meagre  information  regarding 
the  history  of  the  Macrocephali.  Their  existence, 
however,  has  been  amply  authenticated,  even  if 
the  testimony  afforded  by  the  preservation  of 
their  skulls  were  wanting.  It  is  rather  singular 
that  Pliny,  who,  as  a  naturalist,  might  be  ex- 
pected to  have  made  some  inquiries  on  so  in- 
teresting a  subject,  merely  mentions  the  site  of 
their  principal  town,  while,  in  many  instances,  he 
gives  his  attention  to  the  greatest  absurdities, 
and  exhibits  a  credulity  exceeding  even  that  of 


Herodotus,  who  lived  upwards  of  four  hundred 
years  before  him.  Amongst  other  wonders,  he  as- 
serts that  he  was  an  eye-witness  of  a  woman  being 
transformed  into  a  man  on  the  marriage  day,  and 
that  the  gentleman  was  alive  when  he  wrote  his 
book.  But  he  ia  not  alone,  for  Livy  also  alludes 
to  a  simitar  circumstance  having  taken  place  in 
his  day. 

According  to  the  opinions  of  Hippocrates, 
Pomponius  Mela,  Pliny,  Valerius  Flaccus,  and 
others,  the  Macrocephali  appear  to  have  inhabited 
that  part  of  the  shores  of  the  Euxine  between  the 
Phasis  and  Trapesus,  the  modern  Trebizonde. 
Xenophon  places  them  near  the  Scythini ;  Strabo 
and  Eustathius  alErm  that  the  Macrones  or  Ma- 
crocephali, (for  they  appear  to  have  considered 
them  the  same,)  were  anciently  called  the  Sannl. 
Strabo  speaks  of  another  nation  called  the  Sigynni, 
who  also  used  artificial  means  to  alter  the  natural 
shape  of  the  head ;  they  lived  nearer  to  the  Cau- 
casus, and  some  among  them  were  in  the  habit  of 
making  the  heads  of  their  children  very  long;  so 
that  the  forehead,  by  being  compressed,  was  forced 
out  beyond  the  chin.     This  people  adopted  i 
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of  the  customs  of  the  Persians,  and  had  a  race  of 
small  horses  with  very  thick  hair,  which  were  too 
weak  to  be  ridden*  They  were  generally  harnessed 
four  together  in  a  carriage ;  the  women  were  prac- 
tised from  their  in£mcy  in  driving  these  light 
teams,  and  those  who  made  the  best  whipt  had 
the  privilege  of  choosing  their  own    husbands. 
Pliny,  however,  takes  no  notice  of  the  Sigynni ; 
Herodotus  alludes  to  them,  but  places  them  in 
European  Scythia,  beyond  the  Danube ;  and  Hip- 
pocrates   and    Apollonius    of    Rhodes,    confirm 
Strabo*s  opinion  of  their  living  near  the  Caucasus. 
Pliny,  however,  difiers  firom  Strabo,  and  thinks 
that  the  Macrones  and  Macrocephali  were   two 
distinct  tribes  of  people,  for  he  says,  "  Moreover, 
in  Pontus  you  have  also  the  nation  of  the  Macro- 
cephali, with  the  town  Cerasus  and  the  port  Con- 
dulse,  beyond  which  are  the  Bechires,  and  so  for- 
ward to  the  quarter  of  the  Macrones."     But  be 
this  as  it  may,  the  majority  of  the  ancient  writers 
concur  in  fixing  upon  Cerasus,  now  Keresoun,  as 
the  principal  town  of  the  Macrocephali,  or  long- 
heads, of  their  day.     Pomponius  Mela  calls  it  one 
of  the  most  notable  towns  of  Pontus.     The  city 


was  not  celebrated  in  this  respect  only,  for  frotn 
it  the  cherry  was  introduced  into  Europe  by  Lu- 
cullus,  Pliny  speaks  of  this  in  his  fifteenth  book, 
and  Holland,*  who  translated  that  autlior,  gives 
the  passage  in  a  manner  ao  quaint  and  pleasing, 
that,  though  not  immediately  bearing  on  the  sub- 
ject, I  have  been  tempted  to  extract  it : — 

"  Before  the  time  that  L.  Lucullus  defeated 
K.  Mithridates,  there  were  no  cherrie  trees  in 
Italic,  but  after  that  vlctorie,  (which  was  about  the 
680tli  yeare  from  the  foundation  of  the  City  of 
Rome,)  he  was  tlie  man  that  first  brought  them 
out  of  Poutus,  and  furnished  Italie  so  well  with 
them,  that  within  six-and-twenty  yeares,  other 
lands  bad  part  tbereol',  even  as  far  as  Britaine, 
beyond  the  ocean.  Howbeit,  as  we  have  before 
said,  they  could  never  be  brought  to  grow  in 
Egypt,  for  all  the  care  and  industrie  emploied 
about  them.  Of  chen-ies,  the  reddest  sort  is  called 
Apronia,  tlie  blackest  Actia.  The  Caicilian  be 
round  withal ;  the  Julian  cherries  have  a  pleasant 
taste,  but  they  must  be  taken  new  from  the  tree 

*  Philemon  Holland,  bom  at  Cbelnuford,  Essex,  in  155<^ 
and  died  in  his'cigbty-sUth  year. 
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and  presently  eaten^  for  so  tender  be  they  other- 
wise, that  they  will  not  abide  the  carriage.     Of 
all  other,  the  Duracine  cherries  be  the  sovereign, 
which  in  Campaine,  are  called  Fliniania.     But  in 
Picardie,  and  those  low  countries  of  Belgica,  they 
make  most  account  of  the  Portugal  cherries,  as 
they   do  likewise   who    inhabit  upon  the    river 
Rhene.     They  have  a  hew  with  them  composed 
of  three  colours,  between*  red,  black,  and  green, 
and  alwaies  looke  as  if  they  were  in  ripening  still. 
It  is  not  yet  full   five   years  since   the   cherries 
called  Laurea  were  known,  so  called  they  be,  be- 
cause they  were  graffed  upon  a  bay  tree  stocke, 
and  thereof  they  take  a  kind  of  bittemesse,  but 
yet  not  unpleasant  to  the  taste.     There  be,  more- 
over,  Macedonian  cherries,  growing  upon  a  small 
tree,  seldom  above   three   cubits   high,  and   yet 
there  be  certain  dwarfe  cherries,  not  full  so  tall, 
called    Ekamaecerasti,    (that    is,    ground    cherry 
shrubs.)     The  cherry  tree  is  one  of  the  first  that 
yieldeth  fruit  unto  his  master,  in  token  of  thank- 
fulnesse  and  recognizance  of  his  paines  all  the 
yeare  long.     It  delighteth  to  grow  in  cold  places 
and  exposed  to  the  north.     The  cherrie  will  drie 
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in  tlie  siinne,  and  may  be  Icept  in  barrels  like 
olives." — But  to  return  to  the  Macrocephali. 

It  was  a  subject  of  great  regret  to  me,  tliat  in 
consequence  of  the  Curator's  absence  at  Odessa,  I 
was  unable  to  obtain  a  drawing  of  the  skull  I  saw 
in  the  Museum  at  Kertch.  It  presented  all  the  pe- 
culiarities of  a  head  compressed  by  artificial  means, 
and  may  possibly  have  been  that  of  a  Macrocepha- 
lus,  who  left  Pontus,  and  settled  near  one  of  the 
Greek  colonies  on  the  Tanais.  Hippocrates,  the 
only  author  besides  Strabo  who  gives  any  definite 
account  of  tlie  process  by  whicli  the  Macrocephah 
accomplished  the  distortion  of  the  head,  says,  that 
this  nation  bad  heads  different  from  all  the  world. 
As  soon  as  a  child  was  born,  they  formed  its 
soft  and  tender  skuU,  by  compressing  it  with  their 
hands,  assisted  by  the  use  of  bandages  and  proper 
arts.  In  this  way  the  spherical  figure  of  the  head 
was  perverted,  and  being  forced  out  of  its  natunl 
shape,  they  effected  their  object  of  lengthening  it 
by  sacrificing  the  width.  He  does  not  say  whe- 
ther the  forehead  projected  or  receded,  but  it  has 
been  shown  that  Strabo,  in  describing  the  mode 
in  which  the  Sigyuiii  practised  this  custom,  as- 
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serts  that  their  foreheads  projected  forward,  and 
in  the  words  of  the  transhttor,  "  au  pomt  d'om- 
brager  le  menton/'  whereas  the  skulls  of  the 
Caribs  and  Chinouks  recede.  Hippocrates  ac- 
counts for  this  custom  amongst  the  ancients  by  an 
opinion  prevalent  amongst  them  that  a  long  head 
was  evidence  of  a  noble  nature;  other  authors^ 
that  it  was  an  indication  of  courage,  which,  in 
those  dajs,  it  may  be  inferred,  meant  the  same 
thing.  The  old  man  of  Cos  observes,  that  though 
at  first  a  law  or  custom,  nature  subsequently  con- 
formed to  that  custom,  and  in  process  of  time  it 
became  so  far  natural  as  to  make  the  practice  use- 
less ;  a  conclusion  grounded  upon  his  opinions  on 
the  generative  system,  which  savour  strongly  of 
the  logic  which  proves  a  horse  chestnut  to  be  a 
chestnut  horse !  He  says,  "  Generally  speaking, 
a  man  with  a  bald  head  has  bald-headed  children ; 
squint-eyed,  squint-eyed ;  blue-eyed,  blue-eyed  ; 
distorted,  distorted.  Why,  therefore,"  says  the 
good  doctor,  **  should  not  a  Macrocephalus  beget 
a-Macrocephalus  ?"  But  this  opinion  is  surpassed 
by  the  learned  of  our  own  times.  "  Listen,"  said 
an  ardent  disciple  of  the  Phrenologists  to  me  one 
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day,  "let  me  only  have  a  choice  amongst  five 
thousand  persons  of  two  heads,  bearing  the  neces- 
sary characteristics  for  my  purpose,  and  I  vrill  en- 
gage, on  their  marriage,  to  produce  either  a  New- 
ton, a  Listen,  a  Napoleon,  a  Sir  Robert  Peel,  or  a 
Lord  John  Russell."  Tliis  appears  to  be  carrying 
out  the  science  of  Phrenology  with  a  vengeance ! 

It  is  not  a  little  remarkable  that  even  in  the 
earliest  ages  we  find  the  very  same  customs  pre- 
vailing in  the  new  and  old  world ;  the  Scythians 
on  the  Euxine  were  in  the  habit  of  scalping,  and 
hanging  up  tlieir  scalps,  as  trophies,  like  the 
savage  warriors  of  the  Indian  tribes  of  North 
America;  and  the  Macrocepbalus  ofTitiacamay 
have  been  co-exiatent,  if  not  antecedent,  with 
those  of  Ponlus.  Garcilasso  de  la  Vega,  a  natiTe 
Peruvian  author,  descended  from  the  Incas,  (and 
probably  from  the  Spanish  poet,  to  distinguish  him 
from  whom  lie  is  commonly  called  El  Inca,)  assures 
us  that  this  custom  was  practised  before  the  arri- 
val of  the  Spaniards  in  that  country.  In  15S5 
the  synod  of  the  diocese  of  Lima  issued  a  decree 
against  the  Indian  practice  of  disfiguring  the 
shape  of  the  head  by   artificial   pressure,  "Cu- 
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pientes  penitus  extirpare  abusum  et  superstitio- 
nem,  quibus  Indi  passim  infantum  capiter  formis 
imprimenty  quas  ipsi  vocant  caito^  oma,  opalta; 
statuimus  et  praecipimus/'  and  the  punishment 
for  any  woman  found  guilty  is  thus  mentioned  : 
''frequentet  doctrinam  per  continuos  decem  dies 
mane  et  vesperi,  pro  prima  culpa ;   pro  secunda, 
vero  per  viginti,"  &c.,  &c.     Civilization,  however, 
progressed  but  slowly,  and  the  custom  continued 
to  be  followed  by  several  nations  in  that  country. 
The  Omaquas  practised  it,  as  did  also  the  Maroons 
and  free  negroes,  after  they  had  established  them- 
selves amongst  the  Caribs.     It  prevailed,  likewise, 
in  Carolina,  and  between  that  province  and  New 
Mexico.     Blumenbach,  in  his  work  on  the  "  Unity 
of  the  Human  Race,  and  its  Varieties,"  adduces  nu- 
merous instances,  and  quotes  a  variety  of  authori- 
ties to  prove  that  the  practice  of  applying  pressure 
to  the  heads  of  infants  existed  up  to  his  time  in 
many  parts  of  Europe.     In  the  able  and  inde- 
fatigable **  Researches"   of  Dr.  Pritchard,  which 
he  has   happily  rendered  so  interesting  to  every 
reader,  we  have    the  custom  brought  under  our 
notice  as  it  exists  in  the  present  day,  amongst  the 
tribes  on  the  north-west  coast  of  America.     The 
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practice  prevails  along  its  whole  extent,  firom  the 
Salmon  river,  in  lat.  53  deg.  30  min.,  to  the  Ump- 
qua  river,  in  iat.  46. 

It  has  been  observed,  that  the  Macrocephali  of 
Pontus  considered  a  head  thus  artificially  shaped 
as  evidence  of  a  notle  nature.  The  nations  of 
America,  however,  have  assigned  various  reasons 
for  practising  this  custom.  It  is  difficult  to  sup- 
pose that  this  flattening  process  could  have  origi- 
nated with  any  view  to  its  usefulness  ;  the  object, 
however,  as  stated  by  some  travellers  is,  that  it 
tended  to  enlarge  the  interval  between  the  eyes, 
so  that  the  visual  rays,  turning  to  the  right  or 
left,  the  sight  might  embrace  a  much  larger  por- 
tion of  the  horizon,  and  thus  give  them  facilities 
oi'  discovering  game  in  their  hunting  expeditions. 
The  Omaquag  did  it  to  give  their  heads  a  greater 
resemblance  to  the  moon.  The  Maroons  and  firee 
negroes,  to  distinguish  those  children  bom  free  or 
in  slavery.  The  tribes  on  the  Columbia,  in  com- 
pliance with  their  ideas  of  beauty,  and  also  to  dis- 
tinguish them  from  theii  slaves.  Cox,  in  hia  tra- 
vels on  that  river,  says,  that  "  the  most  devoted 
adherent  of  our  first  Charles  never  entertained  a 
stronger  aversion   to  a  Jioutidkeod,  than    these  | 
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sayages/*  The  process  by  which  this  distortion  of 
the  head  is  effected,  amongst  these  tribes  and 
nations  varies  considerably. 

The  ancient  Macrocephali  used  bandages  and 
proper  arts,  but  what  those  arts  were  we  are  left 
to  conjecture.  The  Omaquas  pressed  the  heads 
of  their  children  between  two  planks.  The  Indians 
between  the  province  of  Carolina  and  New  Mexico 
gave  their  children  a  slanting  position  in  the  cradle, 
80  that  the  crown  of  the  head,  resting  on  a  small 
sack  of  sand,  supported  all  the  weight  of  the 
body.  But  the  most  detailed  account  of  it,  as 
practised  by  the  Indians  of  the  Columbia  river, 
is  given  by  Dr.  Morton,  in  his  splendid  work 
of  the  "  Crania  Americana."  The  most  cruel 
mode  is  that  of  the  Wallamuts.  They  place  the 
infant,  soon  after  its  birth,  upon  a  board,  to  the 
edges  of  which  small  loops  are  attached,  and  cords 
are  passed  across  the  back  in  a  zigzag  manner 
through  these  loops,  enclosing  the  child,  and  bind- 
ing it  firmly  down.  To  the  upper  end  and  edge 
of  this  board,  in  which  is  a  cavity  to  receive  the 
back  part  of  the  head,  another  small  one  is  at- 
tached by  hinges,  and  made  to  lie  obliquely  on 
the  forehead.     The  force  of  the  pressure  is  regu- 
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lated  by  several  strings  attached  to  the  edge, 
passed  through  holes  in  the  board  upon  whicli  the 
infant  is  lying,  and  secured  there.  But  the  Chi- 
nouks  and  upper  Indians  proceed  with  less  crueltj: 
"  A  sort  of  cradle,"  as  shown  by  the  subjoined 
drawing    taken    frono    Dr.    Morton's  work,   "is 


formed  by  excavating  a  pine  Jog,  about  three  feet 
long,  to  the  depth  of  eight  or  ten  inches.  Mid- 
way between  the  top  and  bottom,  inside,  are  little 
slats  of  light  wood,  aaa,  in  a  transverse  direc- 
tion ;  the  head  of  the  cradle  b,  is  an  excarated 
chamber,  terminating,  towards  the  end,  in  an  in- 
cUned  plane,  D,  the  rounded  margin  of  which 
supports  the  child's  necki  while  the  head  itself 
is  received  into  the  ca\-ity  at  B :  attached  to  the 
side  of  the  cradle  is  tlie  pad  c,  made  of  tightly 
plaited  and  woven  grass,  with  a  loop  at  the  end. 
A  bed  of  little  grass  mats  is  placed  at  the  bottom 
of  the   cradle,   on   these   the   infant  is  placed ; 
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the  head  and  neck  rest  also  on  a  pillow  of  the 
tame  material.  The  pad  c  is  then  drawn  down 
over  its  forehead,  and  keeps  it  in  its  place :  the 
bodj  of  the  child  is  of  course  confined,  as  in  the 
fenner  case,  and  the  lateral  loops  ddd,  are  for 
the  purpose  of  attaching  cords  in  order  to  keep  it 
fixed  in  this  position;  the  pad,  however,  causes 
the  flatness  of  the  forehead.  The  projecting  end 
B  is  rounded ;  when  poised  and  a  rotary  motion 
applied  to  the  opposite  end,  it  answers  for  rocking 
the  cradle.  The  child  remains  in  this  cradle  from 
eight  to  twelve  months,  or  until  the  sutures  of  the 
skull  have  in  some  measiure  united  and  become 
solid  and  firm.  The  appearance  of  the  infant, 
while  in  this  state  of  compression,  is  described  by 
Cox  as  both  ludicrous  and  frightful ;  and  he  says, 
that  *'the  little  black  eyes  being  forced  out  by 
the  bandages,  resemble  those  of  a  mouse  choked 
in  a  trap." 

Strange  as  it  may  appear,  we  have  the  concur- 
rent testimony  of  all  travellers  that  the  intellectual 
faculties  of  the  modem  Macrocephalus  are  not 
impaired  by  this  cruel  and  unnatural  custom.  The 
first  woodcut  represents  the  compressed  skull  of  a 
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CUlsap  from  the  "  Crania  Americana."  The  se- 
cond is  that  of  a  Greek  in  its  natural  state,  taken 
from  Dr.  Pritchard's  "  Researches  " — Nature  and 
Art !  I  must  throw  myself  on  the  mercy  of  the  reader 
for  this  digression,  which  has  grown  out  of  a  sub- 
ject by  which  I  have  been  extremely  interested. 


CHAPTEB  VIII. 


Gomnoef  miueaiii— Ancient  mo1»— HQl  of  ITiUiriaAtflt— Bratti- 
plate  of  a  cnunder — ^Militaiy  imdreM-^uwtroff — Hit  jeweli — 
Ruiiaiis  on  the  Indni — Khiva  expedition — Gold  loa^— Yalta — 
PiIIm    CrimeOi  Tineyudi — ArrinJ  at  Choreii — A  Tenndah. 

The  governor's  private  museum  contains  two  very 
interestingy  though  not  intrinsically  valuable  relics. 
One,  a  wicker  basket,  probably  the  most  favourite 
article  of  the  young  girl  in  whose  tomb  it  was 
found,  and  for  that  reason  buried  with  her ;  the 
other,  a  part  of  a  fishing  net.     Neither  of  them 
was  very  perfect ;  the  former,  as   might  be  ex- 
pected, being  in  the  best  preservation  of  the  two. 
From  the  museum  we  went  to  the  market-place, 
the  site  of  an  old  Genoese  fort,  in  which  there 
was  a  most  abundant  supply  of  water  melons :  the 
lower  orders  live  on  them  in  the  summer.     The 
church  near  this  square,  is  of  great  antiquity,  but 
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it  has  no  other  recommendation.  We  now  as- 
cended tbe  staircase  of  Mlthridates,  called  so,  ax 
the  hill  to  which  it  leads  bears  his  name.  This 
staircase  is  one  of  the  governor's  hobbies,  and 
though  only  built  five  years  ago,  and  having  cost 
an  immense  sum  in  its  construction,  is  now  in 
ruins.  "Ainsi  de  meme  "  of  the  quay,  a  wretched 
piece  of  engineering ;  tlie  stones  of  which  it  u 
built  are  so  small,  and  so  easily  moved  by  the 
south-east  winds,  that  it  has  been  found  necessary 
to  secure  them  by  iron  bars  and  cramps.  This  is  a 
miserable  contrast  to  the  ancient  mole  mentioned 
by  Strabo :  the  remoinB  of  that  work  are  sdll 
visible  when  the  water  is  clear  and  still.  Though 
Kertch  is  the  head  quarters  of  the  anny  acting  on 
the  coast  of  Abasia,  and  the  nearest  point  to  the 
■eat  of  war,  there  is  no  military  hospital  either  in 
the  town  or  neighbourhood,  and  the  barracks  are 
very  small ;  the  woimdod  are  therefore  sent  to 
Theodosia  and  Sevastopol.  The  money  wasted  on 
this  staircase  would  have  built  a  hospital.  Half- 
way up  tbe  liill  of  Miihridates,  is  a  Boule\-ard 
planted  with  trees,  as  dry  as  walking-sticks,  perish* 
ing  for  want  of  moisture.     A  temple,  meant  to  be 
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a  &c-simile  of  that  of  Theseus  at  Athens^  has 
been  erected  on  this  walk,  and  is  intended  for  a 
museum ;  four  pillars,  howeverj  are  wanting,  the 
resemblance,  therefore,  is  not  striking ;  moreover, 
it  has  been,  as  usual  in  Russia,  duly  whitewashed. 
What  a  contrast  to  the  original,  on  which,  for 
ages  past,  a  ray  of  each  succeeding  sunset  seems 
to  have  rested,  and  created  the  rich  and  golden 
tints  that  so  much  enhance  its  beauty ! 

A  great  part  of  the  hill  of  Mithridates,  like  the 
Mens  Testaceus  at  Rome,  is  composed  of  broken 
pottery.  We  scrambled  to  the  summit, — the  view 
from  it  is  extensive,  but  monotonous.  Tumuli, 
tumuli,  tumuli.  They  put  me  in  mind  of  the 
Lincolnshire  grace  over  the  rabbits.  The  lively 
imaginations  in  the  neighbourhood  assert  that 
Mithridates  was  buried  here ;  Appian  says,  in  the 
cemetery  of  his  ancestors  at  Sinope;  they  also 
affirm  that  he  sat  in  the  stone  chair  cut  out  of  the 
rock,  on  the  top  of  this  hill,  when  he  reviewed  his 
troops,  previously  to  his  last  expedition  against 
the  Romans.  Clarke  assigns  a  tumulus  more  to 
the  west  as  his  place  of  sepulture,  and  says  Suwa- 
roff  was  so  taken  in  when  he  visited  it,  that  the 
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veteran  soldier  knelt  upon  the  ground  and  wept ; 
humbug !  Almost  the  first  speech  I  heard  &om 
a  Russian  general  who  came  to  see  us  in  the  Qua- 
rantine, was,  "  Capitaine,  nous  sommes  sur  la  terre 
classique,  nous  avons  les  cendres  de  MitlmdAte;" 
but  his  interest  was  mere  afiectadon;  he  knew 
little,  and  cared  nothing,  about  the  heroes  of 
antiquity. 

I  wound  up  the  day  by  dining  at  General  Rief- 
sld's,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  make  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Madame  R.,  a  very  elegant  and 
amiable  person.  He  received  me  kindly  and  with 
frankness.  The  party  consisted  principally  of  his 
own  staff,  and  a  few  officers  from  the  forts  on  the 
coast.  The  walls  of  the  room  in  which  we  dined 
were  decorated  with  every  kind  of  ancient  wea- 
pon offensive  or  defensive.  They  were  the  pro- 
ceeds of  many  a  foray  in  Circaasia,  and  arranged 
in  trophies  between  the  windows,  had  a  very  good 
though  singular  effect.  The  most  curious  relic  in 
the  collection  was  the  breastplate  of  a  crusader, 
whether  left  in  Circassia  by  a  Christian  knight 
with  his  own  bones,  or  brought  from  Asia  Minor, 
I  leave  for  the  consideration  of  antiquarians ;  at 
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any  rate,  the  room  illustrated  the  Bong  in  one  re- 
specty  for  it  was. 


It 


hang  about  with  guns,  and  pikes,  and  bows, 


And  swords,  and  good  old  bucklers,  that  had  stood  some 
good  old  blows.'* 

But  here,  the  general's  hospitality  excepted,  com- 
parison must  cease,  for  instead  of  sitting  in  ''  dou- 
blet and  trunk  hose  "  like  his  worship,  his  hand- 
some but  portly  figure  was  cased  in  the  Russian 
uniform,  a  toilette  which,  I  understand,  he  ex- 
changes for  his  dressing-gown  as  often  as  he  can ; 
and  being  his  own  commanding  officer,  this  is 
pretty  frequently.  The  deshabille  of  General 
Yermoloff  was  far  more  extraordinary.  This  offi- 
cer was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  appearing  in  a 
striped  pink  shirt  like  the  soldiers,  and  lived  upon 
borsch  and  quass,  the  national  dish  and  bever- 
age. These  extravaganzas  made  Yermoloff  very 
popular  with  his  men;  possibly,  his  reason  for 
affecting  customs  so  singular  in  a  person  of  his 
rank.  I  heard  an  anecdote  this  evening,  which  if 
true,  is  strongly  illustrative  of  Suwaroff's  readi- 
ness at  finding  an  expedient  when  put  to  a  diffi- 


culty.  In  tlie  retreat  from  Switzerland)  in  1799, 
the  Russian  army  severely  pressed  by  the  French, 
and  having  suffered  dreadfully  from  the  inclemency 
of  the  weather  and  a  scarcity  of  food  for  many 
days,  knocked  up  under  privations  which  even 
their  hardy  natures  were  unable  to  contend  against. 
Jomini  says,  that  on  this  occasion  the  sick, 
wounded,  and  a  great  part  of  the  baggage,  were 
abandoned,  and  many  hundred  men,  with  all  the 
sumpter  horses  and  mules  fell  down  the  precipices 
and  perished ;  and  he  adds,  that  no  language  can 
express  "ee  que  cette  retraite  eut  d'horrible." 
The  Russian  army,  in  this  harassed  condition,  on 
arriving  one  evening  very  late  at  their  ground,  re- 
ceived to  their  great  surprise,  an  order  to  renew 
their  march  at  midnight:  but  being  completely 
worn-out  and  dispirited,  the  men  began  to  mur- 
mur and  refused  to  comply.  Suwaroff  hearing  this, 
and  knowing  that  every  hour  was  of  the  utmost 
consequence,  sent  some  of  hia  staff  to  expostulate, 
and  explain  to  them  the  necessity  of  their  mak- 
ing further  exertions.  Their  efforts  proved  un- 
availing; he  llierefore  went  out  himself,  and  ad- 
dressing the  troops,  succeeded  with  great  difficulty 
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in  obtaining  their  promise  to  march  at  cock-crow. 
The-  soldiersy  fancying  they  had  secured  a  few 
hours*  more  repose,  were  soon  asleep.  At  midnight, 
liowever,  the  Marshal  rose,  and  going  to  a  short 
distance  firom  the  bivouac,  played  chanticleer  to 
nich  perfection,  that  in  five  minutes  every  man  was 
under  arms,  and  the  whole  division  on  the  march. 
One  of  SuwaroflTs  many  peculiarities  was  the 
great  hncy  he  had  of  playing,  and  amusing  him- 
self with  his  jewels,  which  he  always  carried  with 
him  in  his  campaigns.     They  were  very  splendid ; 
particularly  the  diamonds.     The  greater  part  had 
been  presented  to  him  by  crowned  heads ;  but  the 
gem  he  most  cherished,  was  a  brilliant  of  extraor- 
dinary size  and  fine  water,  given  him  by  the  Em- 
press Catherine.    When  suffering  under  illness  or 
defeat,  he  always  ordered  his  jewels  to  be  brought 
to  him,  and  taking  them  out  one  by  one,  generally 
keeping  the  empress  for  a  bon  oeily  not  a  bonne 
bouche,   he    coquetted   and    played    with    them 
much  in  the  same  way  that  Dragonetti,  the  prince 
of  double  basses,  is  said  to  be  in  the  habit  of  doing 
with  the  dolls,  which  he  invariably  takes  with  him 
in  his  musical  campaigns. 


The  drawing-room  to  which  we  retired  after 
dinner,  presented  some  curious  contrasts.  It  is 
true,  every  thing  was  extremely  elegant;  but 
while  some  of  the  staff  were  occupied  in  singing  at 
the  piano  with  the  ladies,  the  general  in  a  wrapper 
and  unbuttoned  shirt  reposed  in  a  "  causeuse,"  puf- 
fing his  "cigarito,"  in  defiance  of  all  regard  for  his 
rich  damask  furniture,  or  Madame  Riefski's  nerves, 
who  appeared  to  be  in  a  state  to  require  them  all. 
The  general  having  heard  that  I  had  been  several 
years  in  India,  requested  me  to  fill  the  vacant  seat 
beside  him  in  the  causeuse,  and  entered  into  a  dis- 
cusstou  on  the  subject  of  a  Russian  invasion  of 
that  country. 

The  diificulties  in  his  proposed  line  of  route 
were  quite  smoothed  away  as  far  as  Bokhara,  and 
there,  like  Alexander  on  the  Hydaspes,  he  in- 
tended to  build  boats,  and  float  liis  army  of  50,000 
men  down  a  certain  river,  called  the  Moura,  that 
fiowcd  into  the  Indus.  I  leave  his  geography  to 
Arrowsmith,  Bumes,  or  Wood.  Once  at  the  In- 
dus, he  thought  there  could  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
result,  assuring  nie  that  it  would  he  impossible  to 
concentrate  more  than  10,000  British  troops  upon 
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this  point,  and  winding  up  his  argument  by  laying 
the  flattering  unction  to  his  soul,  that  the  Sepoys, 
like  the  Persians,  were  men  of  straw.     I  need 
scarcely  add  that  his  ignorance  of  India  was  ex- 
treme, and  my  gravity  was  severely  put  to  the 
test.     But  the  General  is  not  singular  in  his  opi- 
nions, for  this  invasion  is  a  question  that  Russians 
have  not  only  the  vanity  and  assurance  to  speak  of 
openly;  they  consider  themselves  certain  of  success 
whenever  they  choose  to  make  the  attempt.     One 
of  the  emperor's  present  aides-de-camp  brought 
himself  into  notice  from  his  chateau  in  the  depths  of 
Podolia,  by  the  intelligent  plans  which  he  drew  up 
and  forwarded  to  his  imperial  majesty  on  the  sub- 
ject.    The  result  however  of  the  Khiva  expedi- 
tion should  teach  them,  if  it  has  not  already  done 
so,  the  necessity  of  modifying  their  views  upon 
this  subject.     They  would  have  acted  with  more 
wisdom,  (only  that  theirs  is  of  the  cabinet  rather 
than  the  field,)  had  they  not  attempted  an  invasion 
which  terminated  in  so  much  disaster  and  disgrace. 
Their  military  reputation,  the  point  on  which  their 
influence  in  Central  Asia  entirely  depends,  has 
been  completely  lowered  by  this  failure ;  while 


ours,  rising  above  no  ordinary  difGculties,  has 
been  elevated  to  a  high  degree  by  the  gallant  con- 
duct of  our  troops,  and  a  combination  of  events 
which  have  finally  ltd  to  success. 

To  return  from  so  long  a  digression.  This  and 
another  evening  passed  off  agreeably ;  and  on  the 
following  morning  I  vbited  the  lazaretto.  The 
confusion  of  tongues  at  the  parlatoire  beat  that  of 
Odessa,  which  I  thought  it  would  have  been  im- 
possible to  equal. 

Before  leaving  Kertch,  I  had  very  nearly  fallen  a 
sacTifice  to  my  curiosity,  having  been  rash  enough 
to  take  some  of  the  cold  soup,  called  Batvinia,  at 
the  governor's  table.  This  atrocious  mess  is  made 
of  salt  fish  and  onions,  pickled  cucumbers,  ice,  and 
quass,  and — a  Kussian  alone  knows  what  besides. 

As  there  was  nothing  but  a  steppe  to  traverse 
between  this  place  and  Theodosia,  I  preferred  re- 
turning to  Yalta  by  the  steamer.  We  sailed  out 
of  the  harbour  at  the  same  time  with  the  Tagan- 
rog boat,  and  in  the  short  trial  we  had  with  her 
found  that  Peter  the  Great,  though  the  smallest, 
was  much  the  fastest  vessel.  The  communication 
between  Odessa  and  the  Sea  of  AzofT  is  kept  up 
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bj  the  former.  She  was  built  at  Odessa  by  a 
"conseiller  d'etat  actueli**  which  in  Russia,  means 
a  man  who  neyer  advises  the  state  in  any  thing. 
This  "pyroscaphe**  had  four  feet  water  in  the 
hold  ten  days  after  she  went  to  sea,  and  her  cap- 
tain White,  looks  very  blue  at  times.  But  "  it  is 
an  ill  wind  that  blows  nobody  good,"  and  she  is 
said  to  be  largely  insured  by  the  Baron  R.  of 
Odessa,  who  speculates  deeply  upon  bad  ship* 
builders,  and  the  chances  of  the  elements.  The 
breeze  freshened  towards  evening,  and  the  sea  get- 
ting up,  harmonized  with  the  bold  and  rocky 
coast. 

The  next  day  we  were  landed  at  Yalta,  Having 
hired  horses  at  the  inn,  I  proceeded  to  the  Prince 

G at  Choreis,  who  had  kindly  given  me  an 

invitation  to  visit  him.  The  road  wound  along 
the  precipitous  sides  of  the  hills  which  form  the 
valley ;  though  longer  than  the  one  nearer  the 
coast,  it  is  much  better  and  more  picturesque,  and 
the  scene  yielded  nothing  in  beauty  to  the  small 
valleys  of  Switzerland.  Pallas  certainly  has 
painted  nature  here  in  very  glowing  colours,  but 
his  description  of  the  luxuriant  vegetation  in  this 
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part  of  the  Crimea 


fallowing  passage: 


is  scarcely  overdrawn  in  the 
"  Dans  ces  vallees  le  laurier 
toujours  verdoyant  s'associe  a  I'olivier,  ou  grena- 
dier, au  celtis  ou  le  irenc  mammifiere,  le  terebin- 
thier,  le  sumach,  Ic  baguenandicr,  le  ciste  a  feuille 
de  sauge,  I'emerus  et  le  fraisier  arbousier  de 
I'Asie  Mineure,  croissant  partout  en  plein  vent 
•  *  •  ou  le  noyeret  tous  lesarbres  frutiers  sont 
les  plus  communs  de  la  foret,  qui  pour  mieux 
dire  n'est  qu'un  jardin  frutier  abandonne  a  lui 
meme  *  •  •  ou,  cnfin,  les  vignea  domestiques  el 
sausages  s'eleveut  a  I'envie  sur  les  plus  hauts 
arbrcs,  retombent  se  rclevent  encore,  et  forment 
avec  la  viome  fleurie,  lea  guirlandes  et  les  ber- 
ceaux  saus  aucun  emploi  de  I'art." 

I  realized  nearly  the  whole  of  this  description 
on  my  way  to  Choreis ;  the  country  seats  and 
Tartar  vill^es  gave  animation  to  the  landscape. 
This  remark,  however,  applies  only  to  the  coast, 
for  the  conquest  of  the  Crimea  has  been  followed 
by  a  general  emigration  of  the  Tartars,  and  the 
country  is,  comparatively  speaking,  depopulated. 
It  is  also  little  cultivated,  and  the  communication 
with  Odessa  is  so  imperfect,  that  gi'eat  distress 
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prevailed  in  the  Crimea  during  the  winters  of 
1859-40;  rye  flower  was  selling  at  25  per  cent, 
dearer   than  at  the  former  place.      About  two 
miles  from  Yalta  the  road  passes  the  house  of  a 
gentleman  who  farms  the  brandy  distilleries  of 
Odessa.     A  most  exquisite  specimen  of  animated 
nature  resides  in  it  in  the  person  of  his  daughter 
Catherine  Eslenieff.  Had  Pallas  seen  her  he  would 
most  assuredly  have  made  her  the  Eve  of  his 
Crimean  paradise.    The  situation  is  beautiful,  and 
the  house  is  surrounded  by  verandahs  covered  with 
every  variety  of  creeping  plants.    The  gates,  rails, 
and  finger-posts  near  the  road  side,  which  gave  a 
great  finish  to  the  landscape,  induced  me  to  think 
that  an  Englishman  had  directed  the  taste  of  the 
proprietors.      I    was   prepared    to   criticise,   but 
found  nothing  upon  which  I  could  fairly  exercise 
such  a  disposition.     Continuing  to  ascend,  we  ar- 
rived at  Massandra,  a  seat  of  Count  WoronzoflTs ; 
his  vineyards  commence  here,  and  continue  with 
very  little  intermission  down  to  the  very  beach,  a 
distance  of  three  versts.     The  irrigation  is  carried 
on  by  means  of  small  canals,  which  are  supplied 
with  water  by  the  numerous  rills  from  the  moun- 


tains ;  tlie  slope  towards  these  vineyards  is  covered 
wiih  wood,  and  interspersed  with  cottages  in  an 
excellent  style  of  arcliitecture :  they  are  inhabited 
chiefly  by  persona  having  charge  of  the  vines, 
many  of  them  French  and  Germans.  The  view 
towards  the  sea  was  equally  beautiful,  the  broad 
expanse  of  which,  from  this  height,  seemed  to 
raise  the  horizon  far  into  the  heavens.  Descend- 
ing, I  saw  my  host's  house  nearly  buried  in  the 
trees  and  vineyards  below  me,  and  on  entering  it 
I  received  a  hearty  welcome. 

We  were  joined  at  dinner  by  Mons.  M , 

the  Governor  of  the  Tauride,  Count  A— ,  the 

prince's  nephew,  and  a  French  gentleman,  his 
tutor,  a  most  amiable  and  excellent  man.  The 
repast  went  off  agreeably,  and  we  tlien  retired  to 
a  very  large  verandah,  or  rather  open  room,  which 
joined  the  one  we  had  dined  in.  It  commanded 
magnificent  views  of  the  coast  and  of  tlie  vine- 
yards, which,  for  a  distance  of  nearly  two  versts, 
stretched  down  the  slope  towards  the  sea  in  front. 
The  roof  of  this  dehghtful  retreat  was  supported 
by  small  wooden  pillars  at  the  angles,  and  the 
two  sides,  formed   of  trellis,  were  covered  widj 


A  yERANDAH.  Ig] 

scarlet  geraniums,  fuschiasi  Mexican  creepers,  and 
other  plants.  The  interiori  which,  from  the  situ- 
ation of  the  house,  would  have  been  exposed  to 
the  setting  sun,  was  shaded  at  each  end  by  the 
branches  of  a  splendid  oak,  and  by  the  graceful 
festoons  of  vine  which  grew  and  waved  amongst 
them. 

Nothing  could  be  in  better  taste  than  the  furni- 
ture of  this  verandah ;  the  floor  was  covered  with 
Indian  matting,  divans  occupied  three  sides,  and 
douros,  ottomans,  and  all  kinds  of   fashionable 
accessaries  to  comfort,  were  placed  about  it  in  con- 
venient confusion.      Coffee  and  chibouques,  the 
latter  used  by  every  one  in  this  part  of  Russia, 
whether  gentle  or  simple,  were  brought  in,  and  it 
was  late  before  we  separated  for  the  night. 
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CHAPTER   IX. 


Leave  for  ScToilopo!— A  Tirlar  viUige— The  Prinren  S M 

~A  "Utlino  AngliaK"~D>ploinali<li  in  k  <JilEqiiU]r — Aluf 
Pb  hoipIUBtj — Crimoui  locuiU. 


The  next  morning  I  took  my  departure  for 
Alupka,  on  my  way  to  Sevastopol.  The  governor 
having  furnished  mc  with  a  Tartar  padaroshnfl 
and  an  English  saddle,  and  given  orders  that  a 
corporal  of  the  Balaclava  Axnaouts  should  accom- 
pany me,  I  hegan  my  excursion  under  the  bright- 
est auspices.  Travelling  in  the  Crimea  withotil 
the  above-named  document  is  very  disagreeable, 
for  the  ordinaiy  padaroshna,  or  order  for  pott 
horses,  is  of  no  use,  except  on  the  high  roads ; 
that  is,  between  Sevastopol  and  Simpheropot,  and 
from  thence  to  Yalta  or  Kertch.  The  Tartar 
ponies  arc  most  useful  animals,  and  perform  long 
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journeys  with  comparatively  very  little  fatigue. 
They  are  remarkably  sure-footed,  as  much  so 
as  a  mule,  but  their  only  paces  are  a  walk  and 
canter. 

Having  promised  to  spend  a  week  with  my  kind 
host  on  my  return,  we  filed  out  of  the  court-yard 
immediately  after  breakfast ;  my  Arnaout,  in  imi- 
form,  led  the  way,  and  a  glance  at  his  saddle,  a 
hard  leather  cushion  fastened  on  with  a  strap, 
showed    me    the    inconvenience   I   had    escaped 

by  Mr.   M 's  kindness;    I  came   next;   and 

the  Tartar,  to  whom  the  three  horses  belonged, 
brought  up   the  rear  with  my  two  carpet   bags. 
These    I    have    always    found    on    such    excur- 
sions the  very  best   things   to   pack  in  and   the 
most  easily  carried,  as  the  handles  of  both  being 
fastened  together  by  a  strap  they  can  be  thrown 
across  the  back  of  a  horse  in  a  second.     The  Tar- 
tar and  the  "  impedimenta"  were  soon  left  behind, 
for  the  Amaout  and  I  got  over  the  ground  at  a 
quicker   pace,   and   I   found   my  English    hunt- 
ing  spurs    good    auxiliaries.       Passing    through 
Yalta,  we  came  to  Livadia,  the  seat   of  Count 
Potocky,    (pronounced    Pototsky,)   formerly  am- 
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bassador  in  Sweden.  He  has  laid  out  large  ■ 
of  money  on  this  estate  with  great  taste  and  j 
ment ;  the  grouping  of  the  trees  was  particularly 
good,  and  superior  to  any  I  saw  od  the  coast. 
The  park  and  land  below  his  house  are  imperial 
property,  and  an  architect  from  Berlin  has  been 
commissioned  to  build  a  villa  here  for  the  em- 
press. The  situation  is  beautiful,  but  should  her 
majesty  reside  here,  this  part  of  tlie  Crimea  will, 
in  all  probability,  become  a  place  of  general  re- 
sort, and  change  its  present  quiet  and  retired 
character,  so  much  in  unison  with  the  feelings  of 
many  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  next  estate  was  that  of  Count  de  Witt,  Go- 
vernor General  of  the  military  colonies,  since  dead. 
The  house  is  in  Dutch  taste,  and  wholly  out  of 
character  with  the  scenery;  a  ball  and  cross, 
splendidly  gilt,  and  perched  on  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  at  the  back,  looked  odd  enough  in  such 
iL  situation.  Near  here  I  had  the  first  opportunity 
of  seeing  a  Tartar  village,  "de  prea ;"  the  houses 
ajc  very  low,  the  roofs  flat  and  covered  with  clay, 
and  frequently  so  curiously  placed  against  the 
mountain,  that  u  person  coming  down  from  above 
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might  easily  ride  or  walk  on  to  the  top  of  one 
without  being  the  least  aware  of  it.  Soon  after 
I  arrived  at  the  house  of  my  friend,  the  Princess 

S M ,  and  was  fortunate  enough  to  find 

her  at  home;  our  acquaintance  commenced  in 
Odessa,  and  I  was  truly  happy  to  have  this  oppor- 
tunity of  renewing  it.  This  lady  is  a  strong  ex- 
ample of  the  superiority  of  the  Russian  women 
oyer  their  loids  and  masters;  enthusiastic  in  her 
admiration  of  the  south  coast,  she  has  retired 
here  surrounded  by  her  books,  to  seek  in  them 
that  mental  pleasure  and  refinement  of  feeling 
which  she  can  rarely  meet  with  in  society.  Her 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  and  literature 
surprised  me,  and  her  application  of  it  to  the  most 
important  object  of  our  lives,  gave  me  a  very  high 
opinion  of  her  heart  and  judgment.     I  walked  on 

with  her  in  the  evening  to  Mrs.  M 's,  where 

I  remained  to  tea.  This  lady,  during  the  repast, 
desired  me  to  cut  her  some  bread  and  butter,  a 
task  that  I  endeavoured  to  accomplish  with  all 
the  delicacy,  though  not  dexterity,  of  a  Vauxhall 
waiter;  but  my  trouble  was  thrown  away,  for 
looking  at  the  slice  with  contempt,  she  took  one 
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bit«,  put  down  the  remainder,  and  said  ia  a  tone 
which  nearly  disabled  me  from  any  further  at- 
tempts at  handling  the  knife,  "  Cut  a  thicker  one. 
Sir,  and  put  plenty  of  butter  on  it ;"  I  did  as  I 
was  desired ;  "  More,  Sir,"  reiterated  the  lady, 
"  no  tortine  Anglaiae  for  me." 

This  house  might  have  been  in  the  country  of 
the  Amazons  as  far  as  the  absence  of  men  went; 
I  found  upon  inquiry  that  they  were  scarce 
animals  in  tliis  part  of  the  world,  and  this  remark 
applied  with  peculiar  force  to  the  husbands  of  the 
eight  ladies  present,  for  they  were  all  absent 
In  the  little  that  I  had  seen  of  Russian  so- 
ciety, I  generally  observed  that  if  the  wife  was 
living  at  Odessa  or  Tiflis,  the  husband  was,  in 
all  probability,  either  at  Petersburgh  or  Vienna, 
or  any  where  else  at  an  equally  convenient  dis- 
tance.    The  Baroness  de  B lives  near  here ; 

she  was  a  great  friend  of  Madame  Krudner,  the 
sorceress,  or  enthusiast,  who  had  so  much  influ- 
ence over  the  late  emperor.  It  was  night  before 
I  reached  AJupka,  where  I  was  made  welcome  at 
the  supper  table  of  Mr.  Hunt,  the  count's  archi- 
tect, who  kindly  oifered  his  services  in  showing 
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me  the  house  and  grounds  in  the  morning;  and 
being  thoroughly  tired  with  my  day's  journey,  I 
proceeded  to  the  inn  near  his  house.  The  bed, 
however,  on  which  I  purposed  to  rest  my  weary 
bones,  proved,  as  usual,  any  thing  but  a  place  of 
repose,  for  I  found  it  already  occupied  by  a  squad- 
ron of  that  interesting  insect,  called  by  naturalists 
the  cimex.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Radcliffe,  in  his  trans- 
lation of  a  work,  published  by  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  at  St.  Petersburgh  in  the  last  century, 
entitled  The  Natural  History  of  East  Tartary, 
says,  "that  bugs  are  never  seen  in  the  houses 
in  the  Crimea."  This  gives  all  the  credit  of  their 
introduction  to  the  Russians,  who  had  not,  at  the 
time  the  work  was  written,  settled  themselves  in 
their  new  conquest.  "A  propos"  of  an  anecdote  that 
was  told  me  of  the  late  Lord  Durham :  when  that 
nobleman  was  sent  as  Ambassador  Extraordinary 
to  the  court  of  Su  Petersburgh,  he  passed  two  or 
three  days,  on  his  way  from  Odessa,  at  the  house 

of  the  Countess  ,  a  lady  of  high  family  and 

large  property.  Having  been  half-eaten  by  ver- 
Qiin  in  houses  equally  grand,  he  and  his  suite 
wisely  determined  to  sleep  on  the  tables.     I  fol- 
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lowed  his  lordship's  example,  and  rose  eorlj't 
next  morning  to  lionize  the  place. 

The  chateau,  though  not  finished,  was  suffi- 
ciently advanced  to  show  that  it  will  be  a  noble 
pile  of  building:  in  the  architecture,  Mr.  Blore 
has  mixed  the  oriental  with  the  Elizabethan.  The 
material  used  in  its  construction  is  a  stone  of  a 
greenish  colour,  and  is  very  diHicuh  to  work;  it 
is  taken  from  tlie  crater  of  an  extinct  volcano  in 
the  grounds.  The  turrets,  tracery,  mullions,  coins, 
and  other  ornamental  parts  of  the  building,  are  all 
worked  in  the  same.  The  dining-room  is  of  splen- 
did dimensions,  and  lighted  by  two  immense 
windows  overlooking  the  sea;  the  groined  ceil- 
ing is  of  oak,  and  the  wall  opposite  to  the  win- 
dows is  oniamented  with  two  fountains  of  elegant 
form,  in  a  dove-coloured  marble  veined  witli  dark 
red,  peculiar  to  the  Crimea.  The  terrace  in  front 
is  ornamented  with  orange  trees  and  other  choice 
plants ;  the  gardens  are  well  laid  out,  but  of  small 
pxtent ;  the  plateau  of  ground  on  wliicli  the  house 
stands  being  very  much  circumscribed  by  the  sud- 
den rise  of  the  mountains  at  the  back,  and  the 
precipitous  fall  towards  the  sea  in  front.     Adn 
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tage,  however,  has  been  taken  of  all  the  inequal- 
ities in  the  ground,  and  the  rocks  ejected  firom 
the  crater  have  fallen  into  such  picturesque  posi- 
tions, that  Utde  art  has  been  required  to  convert 
them  into  the  most  secluded  grottos ;  these  have 
been  greatly  embellished  by  a  profusion  and 
variety  of  creepers  and  rock  plants,  and  by  the 
dear  and  pellucid  streams,  which,  running  firom 
the  mountains,  have  been  dexterously  turned 
through  them ;  the  ponds  are  full  of  trout. 

The  noble  owner's  arrival  at  his  princely  man- 
sion  is  the   signal  for  a  general  pilgrimage  to 
Alupka,  and  visitors  flock  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
Crimea  to  partake  of  his  unbounded  hospitality. 
The  following  anecdote,  which  was  related  to  me 
at  Odessa,  will  show  to  what  extent  this  is  en- 
croached upon*     One  day,  when  the  house  was 
quite  full,  and  a  large  party  assembled  at  the 
breakfast  table,  the  aide-de-camp  in  waiting  re- 
ported that  there  was  no  tea.     The  house-steward 
was  immediately  summoned.    '^  How  is    this  ?  '* 
demanded  his  Excellency,  "no  tea!"   The  man, 
however,  unabashed,  pointed  with  imperturbable 
coolness  to  the  crowded  table,  and  replied,  "  Mon- 
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sieur  le  comte,  comment  tooIm  toub  da  th£, 
avGc  un  tas  de  sauterelles  comme  cela?"  So  goes 
the  story,  and  likely  enough  to  be  trne. 

The  tocks  at  Yomen,  aboDt  thir^  vents  from 
Alupka,  are  picturesqae,  but  the  couDtry  is  much 
more  arid  and  stony,  and,the  v^etation  leas  abun- 
dant. I  finished  my  ride  at  Moukalatka,  a  small 
estate  of  the  French  colonel's;  he  gave  me  a 
hearty  welcome  to  his  Tartar  cottage,  where 
simplicity,  comfort,  and  contentment,  evidently 
reigned. 
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The  next  morning,  having  taken  leave  of  my  kind 
friend  and  his  amiable  wife,  I  continued  my  jour- 
ney.     The  rocky  mountain  at  the  back  of  his 
residence,  which  he  pointed  out  to  me  as  laying 
in  my  line  of  route,  was  so  perpendicular,  that 
until  I  was  close  to  it  I  had  no  conception  how  we 
were  to  ascend,  and  I  thought  the  name  of  it,  the 
Devirs  Staircase,  well  and  appropriately  bestowed. 
Trusting  to  my  nag,  I  continued  on  his  back ;  the 
corporal,  perhaps  the  wiser  of  the  two,  led  his ; 
but  I  reached  the  summit  without  accident,  and 
dismounted  to  enjoy  the  view  more  at  my  leisure ; 
it  was  grand — I  may  say  sublime.     A  feeling  of 
solitude,  which   I  always  experience  at  a  great 
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height,  even  when  the  landscape  below  is  ani- 
mated, was  unbroken  here  :  the  sea  lay  "  still 
and  stirless,"  without  a  sail  or  bird  to  enliven  its 
glassy  surface.  With  the  exception  of  the  cot- 
tage I  had.  left,  there  was  no  habitation  within 
sight,  and  the  only  human  being  was  my  T&rtar 
toiling  up  the  steep  and  craggy  path  below.  The 
forest,  which  commenced  here,  continued  very 
nearly  all  the  way  to  Baidar,  a  distance  of  sir  or 
eight  versts,  aiid  the  branches  of  the  trees  on  each 
side  of  the  road  meeting  overhead,  formed  an 
agreeable  shade  from  the  rays  of  the  mid-day  sua, 
which  at  this  season  of  the  year  are  rather  oppres- 
sive. The  timber  is  very  small ;  the  forest  is  said 
to  be  fiill  of  chevreuil ;  there  are  also  red  deer,  and 
a  few  bears.  We  were  detained  two  hours  at  Baidar 
for  horses. 

On  arriving  at  a  station,  the  Bashi,  or  head 
man,  was  not  always  in  the  way ;  when  found,  he 
immediately  ascended  the  wooden  minaret  in  the 
centre  of  the  village,  and  commenced  calling  a 
rosier  of  those  whose  horses  were  next  for  duty, 
a  reply  was  soon  elicited  from  one  corner  or  an- 
other, and  the  man  generally  made  his  appearance 
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with  them  in  half-an-hour.     The  Amaout  was  of 
great  service  to  me  on  these  occasions.    This  timei 
however,  finding  that  the  horses  were  all  in  the 
fields,  I  laid  down  on  a  sheep-skin  under  the  shed 
of  a  housey  and  watched  a  whole  family  of  Tar- 
tars employed  in  bruising  crab  apples,  from  which 
they  distil  a  coarse  kind  of  brandy.     While  they 
were  thus  occupied,  I  observed  a  little  boy,  about 
two  years  old,  with  beautiful  flaxen  hair,  leave 
the  group;  he  was  naked   as   he  was   bom,  his 
little  stomach  stuck  out  like  an  alderman's,  and 
his  only  ornament  was  a   cock's  feather,  which 
hung  by  his  side  for  a  sword ;  when  about  half- 
way across  the  court  he  espied  a  heap  of  mud  in 
the  centre,  about  the    consistence  of  cream,  in 
the  middle  of  which,  without  further  ado,  he  set 
himself  down,  and  I  thought  I  never  in  my  life 
W  seen  such  a  specimen  of  naked  contentment. 
His  brothers  and  sisters  appeared  to  think  so  too, 
for    they  never    attempted  to   move   the   young 
urchin,  and   he  remained  there  till    I   left,  evi- 
dently enjoying  his  cool  seat. 

The  valley  of  Baidar  is  pretty,  but  it  requires 
^  great  deal  of  entusymusy  to  see  in  it  either  a 
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"  Tauric  Arcadia,"  or  a  "  Crimean  Tempe." 
Clarke's  matter-of-fact  criticism  on  tlie  lady  who 
called  it  so,  is  rather  arousing.  On  approaching 
Balaclava  I  observed  a  man  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  road,  catching  quails;  the  process  was 
simple  enough — he  was  provided  with  a  kind  of 
landing  net,  made  of  light  materials,  and  walking 
the  hirda  up,  caught  them  with  it  as  they  rose; 
about  this  time  of  the  year  they  do  so  very  hea- 
vily, from  their  extreme  fatness,  and  great  numbers 
are  taken  in  this  manner.  This  mode  is  by  &r 
the  best,  as  shot  would  knock  them  to  pieces. 
Balaclava  is  the  head-quarters  of  the  regiment  of 
Arnaouts  colonized  here,  and  the  corporal  pressed 
his  steed  to  his  best  pace  as  we  entered,  receiving 
various  signs  of  recognition  from  many  of  his 
comrades  loitering  in  the  street.  The  houses  are 
mean,  and  the  hay,  from  being  closed  in  by  the 
rocks  at  the  entrance,  is  muddy,  and  still  as  a 
mill-dam :  the  place  smelt  dreadfully  of  fish, 
which  is  the  principal  food  of  the  inhabitantB, 
and  mine  also,  for  a  few  pickled  sprats  were  the 
only  "  mangiare"  I  could  procure.  Excepting 
the  Genoese  towers  on  tlie  liill  at  the  entrance 
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of  the  harbour,  the  only  curiositj  I  saw  here  was 
a  failliard-table,  six  feet  by  four,  in  a  room  of  suit- 
able dimensions,  crowded  with  officers  smoking,  &c. 
The  picturesque  ceased  at  Balaclava ;  the  coun- 
try beyond  it,  though  undulating,  was  devoid  of 
trees,  and  the  vegetation  was  quite  parched  up ; 
not  a  blade  of  grass  was  to  be  seen.  At  the 
Convent  of  St.  George,  our  next  station,  I  met 
several  officers  of  the  garrison  of  Sevastopol 
eome  out  here  on  a  pic-nic.  I  addressed  one  of 
them,  who  fortunately  spoke  French,  and  after  a 
little  conversation  he  was  kind  enough  to  offer  me 
some  re&eshment,  which,  after  a  long  and  dusty 
ride  upon  pickled  sprats,  I  was  truly  glad  to  ac- 
cept. The  convent  is  curiously  built  against  a 
cliff  overhanging  the  sea,  and  has  nothing  but  the 
singularity  of  its  position  to  recommend  it.  I  join- 
ed the  party  on  their  return  to  Sevastopol,  where  we 
arrived  about  ten  o'clock.  The  entrance  to  the 
town  was  most  offensive  and  disgusting,  a  disgrace 
to  those  in  command,  and  quite  enough  to  counter- 
act all  the  benefit  of  a  quarantine  establishment. 

My  friend   B-^ had  given  the  corporal  di- 
rections to  conduct  me  to  the  best  pot-house,  for 
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there  is  no  inn  in  the  town.  This  wretched 
cabaret  was  kept  by  a  Qerman ;  we  found  "  mein 
Heir"  dead  drunk,  and  the  only  bed-room  occu- 
pied. After  threading  the  streets  up  and  down, 
with  the  pleasant  prospect  of  bivouacking  in  one  of 
them,  we  turned  in  at  a  billiard-room,  the  owner 
of  which  accommodated  me  with  a  ricketty  couch. 
The  noise  of  the  balls,  as  large  as  nine-pound 
shot,  together  with  my  usual  bed-feUows,  kept 
me  awake  all  night.  A  kind  and  pressing  invi- 
tation firom  my  countTyman,  Colonel  Upton,  on 
the  following  morning,  prevented  the  necessity  of 
my  returning  to  this  kennel,  which  was  fre- 
quented by  all  the  riiT-raff  of  the  town.  I  ex- 
perienced no  little  pleasure  in  sitting  down  to  a 
breakfast  which  his  good  lady,  with  all  her  Eng- 
lish habits  and  feelings  unimpaired  by  s  long 
residence  in  Russia,  placed  before  me.  Imme- 
diately after,  accompanied  by  one  of  her  sons,  I 
sallied  forth  to  see  the  dry  docks  erecting  here 
under  the  Colonel's  superintendence,  and  lioin  his 
own  plans ;  they  axe  unique  of  their  kind,  and 
worthy  of  a  detailed  description. 

The  docks,  five  in  number,  are  placed  on  two 
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sides  of  a  quadrangular  basin,  as  shown  in  the 
plan;  the  centre  one  in  the  rear  is  capable  of 
receiving  a  first-rate  of  the  largest  size ;  two  are 
for  seventy-four  gun  ships,  and  the  remaining  two 
fi>r  firigates.  As  there  is  no  tide,  the  lock  prin- 
ciple has  been  adopted  in  the  construction  of 
these  docks.  The  bottom  of  each  is  three  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and  the  ships  are  to  be 
raised  into  the  dock-basin  by  a  series  of  three 
locks,  each  having  a  rise  of  ten  feet ;  the  surface 
of  the  water,  therefore,  in  the  dock  basin  is  thirty 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Each  dock  can 
be  laid  dry  by  means  of  a  subterranean  drain,  the 
sluice-valve  of  which  being  opened,  carries  off 
the  water  into  the  sea ;  by  this  means  each  dock 
may  be  used  separately,  and  a  ship  taken  in  or  out 
without  interfering  with  the  others.  The  dock- 
basin  is  supplied  with  water  by  means  of  a  canal 
from  the  Tchemey-Ruilka,  (the  Black  River,) 
which  commences  at  the  village  of  Tchergana,  at 
which  point  it  has  an  elevation  of  about  sixty-two 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  This  canal  is 
about  ten  feet  wide,  and  eighteen  versts  (twelve 
miles)  long,  with  a  fall  of  a  foot  and  a  half  in 
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each  verst ;  it  loads  into  a  reservoir  about  eight 
versts  horn  its  commencement.  Should  the  rivu- 
let fail  in  the  dry  season,  this  reservoir  contains  a 
sufficient  body  of  water  to  supply  the  dock-basin; 
but  there  is  a  much  larger  one  constructing 
between  the  hills  above  the  head  of  the  canal. 
The  line  of  tlie  canal  from  the  river  to  the  docks 
runs  over  very  difficult  ground,  cliiefly  by  the 
sides  of  steep  bills,  and  crosses  many  deep  ra- 
vines. To  remove  these  obstacles,  and  preserve  a 
regular  fait,  it  became  necessary  to  construct  an 
erabankment,  three  aqueducts,  and  two  tunnels. 
The  tunuel  at  Inkerman,  which  I  visited,  is  about 
three  hundred  yards  long,  and  cut  through  a  mass 
of  freestone.  But  the  great  difficulty  was  to 
obtain  a  foundation  for  the  first,  or  sea-lock. 
When  the  coffer-dam  was  made,  and  the  water 
pumped  out,  which  was  not  much  more  than  serai 
feet  deep,  an  excavation  of  twenty  feet  was  neces- 
sary, as  tlie  foundation  of  the  lock  Is  nearly  thirty 
feet  below  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  bay  :  thb 
ground  of  black  mud  and  sand,  when  cleared  out 
to  about  half  the  depth,  was  forced  upwards  by 
the  pressure  of    the   earth  at   the  sides,   so  that 
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what  was  dug  out  in  the  day  was  fifled  up  again 
in  the  night.  To  overcome  this  difficulty^  it  was 
necessary  to  drive  the  piles  intended  for  the  foun- 
dation over  the  whole  surface  of  the  lock,  and  the 
earth  was  taken  out  to  the  required  depth  across 
its  whole  breadth.  Thb  could  only  be  done  in 
narrow  portions  of  about  eight  or  ten  feet  wide ; 
the  piles  were  then  cut  to  die  proper  depth,  the 
framework  put  on,  and  the  masonry  commenced ; 
this  was  repeated  by  degrees,  till  the  whole  was 
finished.  It  would  appear  almost  impossible  to 
have  accomplished  this  difficult  point  any  other 
way.  The  materials  employed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  docks  are  freestone  and  granite ;  the 
latter  is  used  at  the  gates,  for  the  blocks  on 
which  the  ships  will  rest  in  the  docks,  the  whole 
of  the  upper  course  of  the  locks,  docks,  and  dock- 
basin,  in  short,  wherever  there  is  great  pressure, 
or  liability  to  receive  heavy  concussions.  The 
masonry  is  beautifully  fitted,  and  the  whole  of 
the  capstans  and  machinery  of  the  locks  are  of 
English  manufacture.  The  filter  for  watering  the 
shipping  is  supplied  by  the  same  canal  which 
feeds  the  dock-basin,  and  the  water  passes  through 
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charcoal  and  sand  j  the  building  is  neatly  con- 
structed, but  is  not  yet  in  use.  This,  aa  well  as  the 
principal  staircase,  was  built  from  Colonel  Upton's 
designs ;  the  latter  is  in  strong  contrast  to  that 
of  Mitlmdatcs,  or  tlie  "  escalier  raonstre"  at 
Odessa. 

Colonel  Upton  is  a  pupil  of  the  great  Telford, 
and  these  doclcs  will  redound  as  much  to  his  cre- 
dit aa  an  engineer,  as  the  Menai  bridge  or  canal  of 
Gotha  to  his  master's.  The  design  and  execution 
of  this  great  work  could  not  have  fallen  into  better 
hands.  The  emperor  appears  to  think  so,  by  the 
notice  which  he  has  taken  of  Col.  U. ;  and  his  im- 
perial majesty's  opinion  carries  the  greater  weight 
with  it,  and  is  the  more  flattering,  as  he  is  said  to 
have  a  competent  knowledge  of  engineering.  It 
is  gratifying  to  find  our  countrymen  employed  in 
such  distant  places;  the  master  in  Sweden,  uid 
the  pupil  in  Tartary.  The  difficulties  of  such  un- 
dertakings in  Russia  arc  considerably  increased  by 
the  scanty  number  of  good  artificers,  the  principal 
part  of  those  employed  being  soldiers,  who,  origi- 
nally serfs,  and  not  brought  up  to  any  trade,  make 
but  poor  workmen,  even  when  employed  for  tlie 
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most  ordinaiy  purposes.  This  I  saw  strongly  illus- 
trated in  the  removal  of  the  hill,  on  the  site  of 
which  the  admiralty  is  to  be  erected.  Upwards  of 
4|000  men  taken  from  the  garrison  were  at  work 
to  effect  this.  Veiy  few  had  even  hand-barrows  ; 
the  majority  were  carrying  away  the  earth  in  their 
coat-tails,  and  in  bags  about  as  large  as  those  used 
by  hackney-coachmen  in  feeding  their  horses. 
Their  movements  were  slow  and  spiritless,  and 
they  seemed  to  be  almost  incapable  of  greater  ex- 
ertion. Those  who  are  entirely  under  Colonel 
U.'s  control,  and  obliged  to  use  the  wheel-barrows 
he  has  had  made,  could  with  diffioilty  be  brought 
to  see  the  benefit  of  them  :  but  once  satisfied  on 
the  subject,  these  useful  articles  were  regularly 
fought  for,  as  they  work  by  task.  The  want  of 
common  energy  exhibited  by  these  men  is  easily 
understood.  The  government  allowance  of  four- 
pence  a  day  which  they  are  supposed  to  receive,  is 
put  into  the  **  caisse  d'epargnes,"*  from  which  few 
of  them  ever  reap  any  benefit ;  at  any  rate,  the 
prospect  of  doing  so  on  discharge  is  too  remote  to 
be  a  stimulus  to  their  exertions,  whereas  if  the 

*  Stock  purse. 
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money  was  paid  into  their  liaiids  at  the  time,  it 
would  be  an  incentive  to  their  industry. 

The  pumps  which  clear  the  coffer-dams  at  the 
admiralty  quay  were  worked  by  deserters.  All 
persons  travelling  in  this  country  without  pass- 
ports are  considered  vagabonds  and  are  aiao  liable 
to  be  so  employed. 

Having  thoroughly  inspected  the  docks,  we  took 
boat,  and  rowed  up  tlie  bay  to  Inkerman  to 
see  the  excavations  in  tlie  rocks  there.  The 
chambers  and  chapels  cut  out  of  the  freestone  are 
said  by  Clarke  and  other  authors  to  have  been 
the  residence  of  the  Arians  who  retired  there  to 
escape  persecution.  They  are  now  the  retreat  of 
reptiles  of  all  sorts.  The  river  which  some  tra- 
vellers liave  described  asjiowitiff  into  the  bay  from 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  valleys  in  Europe,  was 
nearly  stagnant,  and  as  muddy  as  the  Tiber  itself. 
The  valley  has  not  more  than  half-a-dozen  trees  in 
it  and  its  beauty,  if  it  ever  had  any,  liaa  departed. 
Kctuming,  we  rowed  about  the  harbour,  perhaps 
the  finest  in  the  world.  It  has  so  great  a  depth  of 
water  in  some  of  tlie  bays  or  inlets,  that  Hne-of- 
battle  ships  of  the  largest  size  lay  close  in  to  the 
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shore.  I  walked  on  board  the  Warsaw  of  120 
guns,  lying  in  the  harbour  marked  J  in  the  plan. 
The  fleet  is  laid  up  here  during  the  winter ;  the 
ships  are  then  dismantled^  and  the  crews  go  into 
their  barracks  / 

The  entrance  to  the  port,  about  800  yards  wide, 
is  made  in  the  night,  by  keeping  the  two  lights  in 
one  ;  the  nearest  is  at  the  end  of  the  harbour,  near 
Inkerman,  and  the  other  three  miles  off;  and  200 
feet  above  it,  on  the  mountain,  the  anchorage  is 
excellent. 

The  Alexander  sand,  as  may  be  observed  in  the 
plan,  narrows  the  entrance  for  large  vessels  to  nearly 
one  half  of  its  apparent  breadth,  though  the  depth 
of  water  over  it  is  suflScient  for  small  ones.  The 
Blonde  paid  a  flying  visit  here  a  few  years  ago, 
and  since  her,  the  Mischief,  a  yacht  of  Captain 
L's;  they  both  caused  great  commotion.  The 
latter,  a  bit  of  a  thing,  left  with  a  strong  breeze 
against  her,  and  the  Russian  man-of-war  brig  or- 
dered to  see  her  clear  ofi^  was  obliged  to  bring  up ; 
had  she  persevered  in  the  execution  of  her  orders, 
she  would  in  all  probability  have  gone  ashore  for 
want  of  good  handling. 
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The  three  principal  works  which  command  the 
approach,  entrance,  and  interior  of  this  harbour 
are,  forts  Alexander  on  the  right,  Constantine  on 
the  left,  and  Nicholas  at  the  base  of  the  hill  on 
which  the  town  stands ;  they  are  marked  in  the 
plan  with  the  letters  a  b  c.     These  forts,  or  rather 
batteries,  in  which  a  system  of  casemates  has  been 
adopted  to  the  exclusion  of  every  other  principle, 
have  been  erected  from  the  designs  of  a  French- 
man in  the  Russian  engineers.     Their  construc- 
tion in  this  respect  renders  them  unique  in  the 
annals  of  fortification  ;  for  though  casemates  have 
been   and  are  frequently  used,  they  never   have 
been  so  to  the  same  extent  as  in  this  instance. 
The  freestone  of  which  they  are  built  is  soft,  and 
the  strength   of  the  masonry  very  questionable. 
The  counter-forts  are  filled  with  rubble,  and  several 
of  the  key  stones  of  the  arches  have  given  way  un- 
der a  salute ;  the  facing,  however,  is  neatly  finished, 
and  the  works  externally  have  a  most  formidable 
appearance.     The  Constantine  and  Nicholas  bat- 
teries are  not  yet  completed ;  the  former  will  be 
the  largest,  with  three  tiers  of  guns ;  the  upper 
"en  barbette."     This  work,  rounded  at  the  end 
VOL.  I.    .  H 
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tiiwuris  tlie  sea,  is  closed  in  the  ruar,  which  has 
chseniiitus  in  it,  of  the  same  dimeasions  as  those  ta 
the  other  parts  of  the  foit;  the  guns  on  one  side 
look  up  tlie  harbour. 

The  Alexander,  the  smallest  work  of  the  tliree, 
hiu  only  oue  tier  of  guns  in  casL-niates  ;  tlie  upper, 
of  thirty,  being  as  in  the  other  two,  "  en  barbette." 
This  work  tenuinates  in  a  cavalier  or  circular 
tower,  covered  with  tiles,  three  guna  of  which  look 
into  the  harbour.  The  ranipart  is  about  six  feet 
tliick.  The  apertures  or  port-holes  of  the  case- 
mates are  so  small,  that  there  is  no  possibility  of 
training  the  guus  eitiier  tu  the  right  or  left.  Upon 
inquiry,  I  found  that  Admiral  (iieig,  who  formerly 
couimanded  the  Black  Sea  fleet,  considered  tikis  of 
no  consequence,  aii  iiom  the  great  number  em- 
ployed, upwards  of  2,000,  there  was  no  point 
ill  or  neai'  the  harbour  which  did  not  lay  under  a 
cross  fire  of  60  pieces  of  the  largest  artillery.  If 
this  statement  be  accuiate,  the  poiiition  of  the 
guns  must  have  been  calculated  with  consider- 
able mathematical  precision  and  ingenuity.  The 
casemates  are  used  as  barrackA,  teu  men  occu- 
pying   die   liiolaiicc   between  each    gun,  and   tlie 
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window  in  the  rear.  In  the  winter,  they  are  warmed 
by  stoves ;  the  cook-houses  are  at  each  end,  and  a 
passage  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  battery  be- 
tween the  guns  and  the  men's  cots ;  there  is  also 
a  furnace  in  each  tier  for  heating  shot.     The  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  proper  ventilation  has  not  been 
obviated.  It  was  intended  to  accomplish  this  by  the 
chimneys,  and  more  particularly  by  the  port-hole 
and  the  large  window  in  the  rear  opposite  to  it :  but 
the  gun  defeats  this  desirable  object  by  stopping 
up  the  former.     The  size  of  the  window  failing 
to  produce  this  effect  is  objectionable,  as  it  must 
weaken  the  wall,  and  being  low,  would  permit  the 
ingress  of  shells  from  the  court.     I  thought  Bous- 
mard*s  opinion  on  casemates  remained  uncontra- 
dicted: he  says,  "  Malheureusement  les  batterjes 
(ju'on  y  etablit  ne  sont  pas  susceptibles  de  faire 
une  service  prolongee ;   la  fumee  de  la  poudre  les 
encombre  promptement,  et   y  incommode    telle- 
ment  les  artiUeurs  qu'ils  ne  peuvent  plus  continuer 
afaire  usage  de  leurs  pieces,  tous  les  efforts  jusqu'a 
present  pour  obvier  cet   inconvenient  n'ont   pas 
encore  obtenu  un  succes  satisfaisant''     The  Alex- 
ander batter>'  is  closed  in  the  rear  by  a  loop-holed 
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wall,  and  gates  whicli  might  easily  be  forced.    But 
these  works  are  not  constructed,  nor  are  they  in  a 
positiou,  to  resist  an  attack  by  land ;  the  command 
is  so  great  from  the  town  in  the  rear  that  whoever 
is  in  possession  of  it  must  also  be  in  possession 
of  tlie  works.     They  have   akeady  cost   Russia 
fl,000,000  of  roubles,  and  are  considered  impreg- 
nable.    It  may  be  a  long  time  before  that  ques- 
tion is  decided,  but  if  we  should  ever  contemplate 
the  destruction  of  tlie  admiralty  and  fleet  which 
they  are  intended  to  protect,  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  there  arc  many  admirals  in  our  service 
who  would  be  ready  enougli  to  make  the  experi- 
ment.    The  remaining  works  are  in   earth  ;    the 
small  battery  at  the  point  near  the  admiralty  ex- 
cepted.    The  fort  marked  d,  which  was  intended 
to  defend  the  harbour  previously  to  the  erection 
of  these  permanent  works,  was  placed  at  so  great 
a  distance  from  the  shore  that  none  of  the  guns 
commanded  it  by  a  point  blank  lire.     The  scale  on 
the  plan  is  one  mile. 

The  lazaret  in  wbicli  Mr.  Bell  and  his  crew 
performed  their  quarantine,  is  marked  t.  The 
establishment  is  much  smaller  than  that  of  Odess* 
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or  Kertch.     The  harbour,  like  many  others  be- 
tween it  and  Cape  Chersonesua,  is  an  excellent 

one.     My  fiiend,  B ,  when  incarcerated  in  the 

lazaret,  on  his  return  from  Turkey,  from  pure 
eimui  amused  himself  with  opening  one  of  the 
ancient  tombs  which  he  discovered  within  its  pre* 
ciDcts,  and  was  rewarded  for  his  pains  by  finding 
a  vase,  evidently  Greek,  and  in  it  an  instrument 
something  like  a  bodkin.  Though  an  excellent 
hearted  fellow,  he  was  no  antiquarian,  and  in 
proof  of  his  apathy  on  the  subject,  told  me  the 
following  anecdote,  that  occurred  to  him  during 
the  Turkish  campaign  : — 

"  We  were  constructing  a  field-work  near  Size- 
poli,  when  one  of  the  men  struck  his  pickaxe 
against  a  large  stone,  wliich,  upon  examination, 
turned  out  to  be  an  ancient  tomb ;  it  was  opened 
with  greatcare,  and  three  jars,  painted  red  and  black, 
with  drawings  on  them  of  men  and  women  fight- 
ing, were  found  in  it."     "  And  you  have  them  V* 
said  I  eagerly,  a  beautiful  Greek  vase  with  the 
battle  of  the  Amazons,  already  pictured  in  my 
imagination.   "  Oh,  no !"  replied  the  Colonel, "  but 
1  am  very  sorry  that  I  have  not,  as  you  seem  inte- 


rested  about  them.  The  fncl  was,  our  crmp 
equipage,  never  very  complete  in  cantonment,  \vn« 
of  course  utterly  deficient  of  many  articlet  con- 
ducive to  comfort  in  the  field,  and  we  made  use 
of  them  as  water  jugs  ;  but  they  did  not  last  any 
length  of  time,  for  they  were  very  fr^le  ;  two 
of  them  were  soon  broken,  and  the  third  left 
behind/"     So  much  for  numismaUcs! 

The  church,  near  the  lazaret,  is  said  to  have 
been  buUt  by  Vladimir,  the  first  Christian  Tzar, 
whose  mode  of  obtaining  baptism  and  a  Christian 
wife,  appears  to  have  been  rather  singular.  Scorn- 
ing the  idea  of  putting  himaelf  under  any  obliga- 
tion to  the  Emperors  Basilius  and  Constantine,  Ue' 
laid  siege  to  Theodosia,  then  belonging  to  the 
Greek  empire,  to  procure  priests  for  this  purpose. 
After  an  obstinate  defence  of  six  montlis,  during 
which  thousands  of  men  perished  on  both  sides, 
for  the  gratification  of  hia  barbarian  vanity,  the 
town  felt  into  his  hands.  He  then  demanded  the 
sister  of  the  Emperors  in  marriage ;  they,  terrified 
by  his  threats  of  attacking  their  capital,  sent  the 
Princess  Anna  to  him,  who  was  not  much  flattered 
by  this  mode  of  wooing:  Vladimir  was  then  cbris- 
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tened  Basil,  and  married.     This  churdi  is  built 

of  the  remains  of  the  ancient  cities  of  the  Cher- 

sonesus ;  and  portions  of  columns  and  entablatures 

may  be  seen  in  its  walls.      The  foundations  of 

those  of  the  above-mentioned  cities  may  be  traced, 

and  a  great  quantity  of  the  materials  taken  from 

them    have    been   used  in  building    Sevastopol. 

About  14,000  men  are  encamped  here  during  the 

summer ;  when  on  parade,  they  look  in  good  order; 

in  their  tents,  wretched,  everything  being  dirty 

and  in   confusion.     In   the  winter,  they  go  into 

the  barracks,  here,  and    at   Simpheropol,  or  are 

quartered  in  the  villages  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Ophthalmia  was  very  prevalent    amongst    them, 

principally  owing  to  their  being  employed  during 

tbe  great  heats  on  the  public  works,  when  the 

glare  and  dust  are  insufferable.  The  sick  amounted 

to  nearly  4000.     Cataract  is  a  very  common  disease 

in  the  Crimea. 


CHAPTER   XI, 

L«*e  Sflvutepol — Airend  to  the  ni^ni  of  MugoHp  Kilt — Bi^he- 
wnl — A  Tutu  ivediling— Tbs  Ulli  of  tbe  hima — Gj^in — So* 
nil«B  tai  Tchoufoui  KbIv— KuuM  Jeireaei— A  niglil  in  ft  Tutu 
houN — A  peep — An  IndUn  Uibcr — Kelum  lo  Chowni. 

Os  my  return  to  Yalta,  I  was  accotnpaDied  by 

Colonel  U 'a  son,  who  has  a  small  estate  in 

the  neighbourhood,  and  the  journey  was  rendered 
much  more  agreeable  by  bis  aociety ;  independ* 
ently  of  this,  he  was  of  great  service  to  roe  as 
interpreter,  speaking  llussian  fluently,  and  under- 
standing Tartar.  I  took  leave  of  his  family  with 
regret,  and  many  tlianks  for  the  grf  at  attention 
and  kindness  they  had  shown  me.  Having  sent 
the  corporal  on  to  Bagtche  Serai,  to  procure  a 
room  for  ua  at  tlic  palace,  which  1  had  been  in- 
formed was  the  usual  halting  place,  we  took  a 
more  circuitous  route.      About  ten  versts  from 
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SeTastopol,  we  passed  the  reservoir  of  the  canal, 
and  following  the  road  through  several  beautiful 
valleys,  covered  with  walnut-trees  laden  with  fruit, 
arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  on  the  summit 
of  which  are  the  ruins  of  Mangoup  Kale.     It  rises 
almost  perpendicularly.     The  town  was  once  in 
the  hands  of  the  Greeks,  it  became  afterwards  a 
Genoese  fortress,  and  was  subsequently  the  resi- 
dence of  t)ie  Karaite  Jews.     A  guide  being  ne- 
cessary for  the  ascent,  we  entered  a  small  village 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  to  procure  one,  and 
in  the  course  of  our  search,  surprised  several  Tar- 
tar women  at  their  avocations  under  the  sheds  of 
the  houses,  who  hastily  put  up  their  feredges  and 
dispersed.     While   the  nags  were  getting  ready, 
we  strolled  down  to  a  fountain  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  village,  and  finding  the  water  delicious, 
took  a  deep  draught.     The  inscription  informed 
Us  that  it  was  erected  as  an  act  of  charity  by  some 
benevolent  Tartar.     The  ascent  to  the  ruins  was 
steep  and  difficult,  and  very  tortuous  in  conse- 
quence of  the  large  masses  of  rock  which,  having 
fallen  from  above,  obstructed  the  path.     The  nut- 
♦rees,  always  in  great  numbers  in  this  part  of  the 
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Crimea,  were  covered  witii  fruit,  which  we  ga- 
thered and  ate  as  we  rode  ;  their  great  profusion 
was  principally  owing  to  the  natural  irrigation  on 
the  mountain  side.  Emerging  from  the  underwood, 
we  came  to  the  cemetery  of  tlie  Karaite  Jews, 
containing  many  thousand  tunibstones  of  coffin 
shape,  covered  with  Hebrew  inscriptions.  They 
reach  close  up  to  the  outer  wall  of  the  fortrcM, 
which,  running  across  the  hill,  follows  the  inequali- 
ties of  the  ground,  and  is  flanked  by  square  cas- 
tellated towers,  at  short  distances  from  each 
other. 

Within  this  wall  was  the  town  of  Mangoup, 
beyond  which,  and  to  the  left,  one  extremity  of 
the  mountain  runs  out  in  a  kind  of  promontory, 
precipitous  on  all  sides.  This  was  also  strongly 
fortified  by  a  wall  and  towers,  which  ran  across  it 
and  formed  the  citadel.  The  sides  of  tliis  pro- 
montory are  full  of  excavations,  which  appear  t« 
have  been  used  as  prisons ;  the  view  from  tlie 
windows  of  these  chambers  is  of  the  wildest 
character,  and  a  glance  at  the  village,  several 
hundred  feet  below,  into  which  a  stone  might  be 
dropped,   is   sufficient   to  unnerve  the 
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head,  the  party  who  scaled  the  Peter  Botte  moun- 
tain always  excepted. 

Sevastopol,  its  numerous  harbours  and  shippings 
may  be  distinctly  seen  from  hence,  and  towards 
Bagtche  Serai  the  eye  ranges  over  a  broken  chain 
of  mountains,  each  in  itself  a  natural  fortress. 
Not  a  human  being  now  resides  here ;   the  vast 
population  that  once  inhabited  Mangoup  is  dis- 
persed:  a  few,  who  lingered,  eventually  retired 
to  Tchoiifout  Kale,  in  the  last  centui^.     Ivy  has 
embraced  the  walls  and  towers,  the  vine  has  given 
way  to  the  thistle,  the  chambers  in  the  rock  are 
choked  with    rank  herbs    and  trees,  the  lizards 
disport   themselves  over  the  ruins  of  the  syna- 
gogue ;    and  an    eagle's    feather,    which   lay   on 
the  ground,  completed  a  scene  of  desertion  and 
desolation  more  particularly  striking  when  con- 
sidered with  reference  to  the  history  of  the  He- 
brew race. 

The  only  objects  which  excited  our  attention 
on  the  road  to  Bagtche  Serai,  were  the  small 
brick  monuments  erected  by  Potemkin  to  com- 
niemorate  the  Empress  Catherine's  visit  to  the 
^Tiniea. 
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It  was  night  before  we  arrived  at  oar  destina- 
tion. This  is  one  of  the  few  towns  in  the  Crimea 
inhabited  solely  by  Tartars,  who  still  cling  with 
affection  and  reverence  to  the  ancient  capital  of 
tlieir  race ;  it  would  be  more  interestii^  to  those 
who  have  not  travelled  in  the  East,  for  though 
the  glory  of  their  Khans  has  departed,  they  have 
preserved  all  thetr  eastern  manners  and  customs. 
Their  nature  is  kind  and  inoffensive,  and  they 
generally  prefer  a  pastoral  life ;  a  few  employ 
themselves  in  the  manufacture  of  leather  cushion5, 
slippers,  whips,  saddles,  &c.,  fur  caps  of  the  black 
lamb-skin,  and  cloaks  called  bourkas.  The  Utter 
are  shaped  like  a  large  cape,  and  woven  in  one 
piece,  the  outside  being  covered  with  wooIIod  euda 
left  purposely  hanging  from  the  cloth,  which  ^ves 
them  something  the  appearance  of  a  sheepskin ; 
they  are  black,  and  turn  any  rain.  The  caps  luv 
worn  by  the  Little  Russians,  as  well  as  by  the 
Tartars.  My  Arnaout  had  been  unsuccessful  in 
his  mission  ;  he  presented  the  passport,  but  failed 
in  procuring  us  a  room ;  we  therefore  went  to  the 
house  of  one  of  his  Greek  friends.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  somovar,  tea,  and  fresh  egg; 
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addition  of  a  *' pocket  pistol,**  and  the  never-fail- 
ing effects  of  the  soothing  chibouque,  made  us 
forget  onr  disappointment  at  the  palace,  and  throw- 
ing ourselves  down  on  our  bourkas,  (excellent 
beds  for  men  who  had  been  twelve  hours  in  the 
saddle,)  we  were  soon  asleep.  My  dreams  were  of 
India,  and  I  awoke  to  find  them  almost  realized 
by  the  confusion  of  sounds  which  met  my  ear,  pro- 
duced by  tom-toms,  gongs,  bagpipes,  and  other  simi- 
larly melodious  instruments  used  in  that  country. 
The  window  of  our  room  looked  towards  the  street, 
and  on  opening  it,  I  found  the  concert  was  in 
honour  of  a  Tartar  bride,  whose  equipage,  drawn 
by  two  ponies,  was  surrounded  by  curtains  and 
torch-bearers,  lighting  her  to  the  hymeneal  couch, 
in  a  manner  truly  classical.  Though  awakened  by 
so  interesting  a  circumstance,  I  wished  her  and  her 
"  cortege  "  far  enough,  and  laid  down,  wondering 
where  the  phrenologists  would  find  the  organ  of 
music  in  the  head  of  a  Tartar.  The  mausoleum  of 
the  Khans  is  a  wretched  edifice  after  that  of  the 
Sultans  at  Constantinople ;  and  a  striking  example 
of  the  instability  of  human  greatness.  The  palace 
presents  a  series  of  diminutive  apartments,  small 
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CO urls,  fountains,  and  kiosques;  the  fumitnre  is 
mean,  and  of  modem  date,  and  one  room,  left  ii> 
its  original  state,  is  lined  with  looking-glass.  The 
seraglio  is  separated  by  a  wall  from  the  principal 
building,  but  the  gallery  of  tlie  apartment,  in 
which  the  Khans  gave  audience,  is  latticed  so  as 
to  enable  the  ladies  of  the  harem  to  hear  and  see 
imseen.  The  bath  in  the  garden  must  have  been 
a  delightful  retreat  for  them ;  the  trellis  built 
over  it  is  covered  by  a  most  splendid  vine,  so  old, 
that  these  houris  no  doubt  gathered  the  pendant 
and  delicious  fruit  when  bathing.  On  the  foun- 
tain, called  Selsabil,  in  the  vestibule,  is  the  follow- 
ing inscription,  remarkable  only  for  the  oriental 
character  of  the  style  : — 
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4 


"  Tlie  town  of  Begtch^erai  rejoiwi  in  the  beneficent  «oll- 
cinide  of  the  liitniDOUs  Crim-Gheri-Khan  i  it  wu  he,  who 
with  generoiu  hand  queuclied  the  thirst  of  ha  rmintTynirD, 
and  who  will  occupy  himic^lf  in  shedding  atill  greater  bene- 
filii,  when  Ood  ahnll  aseist  him.  Hin  benevolence  discorervd 
this  excellent  ipring  of  water. 

"  If  there  exJBW  such  annlher  fountain,  lei  it  prOBent  it*rlf. 
I'he  lowii»  of  Schnm  und  Bagdad  have  seen  many  thingi^  bwt 
never  such  a  fountain." 
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The  author  of  this  inscription  is  by  name 
Chegi.  Those  tonnented  with  thirst,  will  read 
through  the  water,  which  falls  from  a  pipe  of  the 
size  of  a  finger,  what  is  traced  in  the  fountain. 
But  what  does  it  announce  ? 

**Go,  drink  of  the  beautiful  water  from  the  purest  of 
fountain!,  for  it  bestows  health.*'     (In  the  year  1176,  A.t>.) 

My  inquiries  here  for  coins  produced  a  gold  one 
of  the  Lower  Empire  in  very  good  preservation, 
and  many  Tartar  ones  of  copper.  The  coffee- 
houses, very  poor  and  dirty,  were  divided  into 
little  pens  by  low  partitions,  and  the  beverage,  as 
in  Turkey^  was  served  in  very  small  cups  in  fil- 
agree stands.  The  proprietor  of  the  cafe  we 
entered  had  been  Mayor  or  Bashi,  and  wore  an 
enormous  medal  presented  to  him  by  the  Emperor 
when  he  visited  the  town.  The  gypsies  near  here 
live  in  excavations  of  the  rock,  and  we  turned 
aside  to  see  their  habitations;  they  may  be 
truly  said  to  live  "  in  holes  in  the  earth  :" 
the  women  are  remarkably  handsome,  and  had 
the  marked  and  peculiar  features  of  their  race. 
We  continued  our  journey  in  the  afternoon,  and 
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at  a  little  distance  from  tlie  town  came  to  a 
stream,  which  has  been  described  as  the  "  roaring 
Djourouksou  j"  when  we  passed  it  was  so  small 
that  we  stepped  across  it,  and  ascending  the  ra- 
vine, arrived  at  the  nionastcrj  of  the  Assumption 
at  Korolee.  This  buitding,  like  that  of  St. 
George,  is  perched  upon  a  ledge  of  rock,  pierced 
in  nia!iy  places  for  mausoleums  similar  to  those  of 
Inkerman.  Itecrossing  the  ravine,  we  ascended 
the  mountain  to  Tchoufout  Kale,  a  town  of  the 
Karaite  Jews ;  a  remnant  only  of  this  sect,  now 
remains,  and  the  place  will,  in  a  fen'  years,  be  as 
deserted  as  Mangoup.  These  Jews  date  their 
schism  as  far  back  as  the  Babylonish  captivity, 
and  reject  the  Talmud,  and  every  kind  of  tradi- 
tion ;  they  have,  from  their  long  residence  in  the 
East,  many  of  the  habits  and  manners  of  Maho- 
medans,  and  are  both  honest  and  cleanly,  two 
rare  qualifications  with  their  brethren  of  Odessa. 
As  we  rode  through  the  streets  of  this  almost 
uninhabited  town,  bright  eyes  were  occasionally 
seen  peeping  from  a  latticed  window.  As  we  in- 
creased our  distance,  the  obstacle  to  the  gratifi- 
cation  of  curiosity   -was   thrown   open,  and   the 
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heads  of  these  Rebeccas  were  brought  full  in 
Tiew,  no  doubt  with  the  intention  of  preventing 
disappointment  to  themselves,  as  well  as  to  us. 
Their  beauty  is  remarkable,  and  their  eastern 
costume,  of  a  gay  character,  set  them  off  to  admi- 
ration. The  burying  ground,  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  gate,  is  prettily  situated.  The  synagogue 
was  small;  the  women  sit  apart  from  the  men, 
in  a  gallery  with  a  very  efficient  grating  in  front 
of  it;  the  building  was  hung  with  lamps,  and  the 
rabbi  showed  us  several  old  copies  of  their  Testa- 
ment, which  commences  with  the  book  of  Joshua. 
Near  it,  is  a  ruined  mausoleum  of*  one  of  the 
daughters  of  a  Khan,  llie  sides  of  this  movmtain, 
and  several  others  in  the  neighbourhood,  are  so 
scarped,  that  they  might,  with  very  little  trouble, 
be  made  impregnable.  The  view  from  hence 
towards  the  Tchatir  Dag,  the  highest  mountain 
on  the  south  coast,  is  not  unlike  that  from  the 
Acropolis  of  Corinth,  looking  towards  Nemea. 

As  usual,  it  was  late  before  we  reached  our 
station  for  the  night,  and  our  arrival  was  soon 
made  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  by 
the  loud  barking  and  yelling  of  their  dogs  ;  every 
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house  IS  provided  witit  at  least  half-a-dozen,  Imt 
the  wattled  fences  Limt  aurrountl  them,  being  hi^'h, 
kept  them  at  n  distance.     The  corporal  soon  found 
the    Bashi,  and  the  ladies    having  been    allowed 
time  to  retire  to  an   inner  room,  we  were  shown 
into  the  one  they  had  left.     A  divan,  covered  with 
irse  cotton,  ran  round  the  apartment,  and  the 
fire-place,  in  the  centre  of  the  side  near  the  door, 
was  large  enough  to  ndmit  six  or  eight   persons 
rithin  the   chimney.      Of  course,   there  were  no 
tables  or  chairs  ;  a   low  wooden  stool   or  plateau 
on  three  legs,  as  in  Turkey,  being  used  for  meals. 
One  of  them,  covered  with  kaimack,  (thick  cream, 
which   made   an   excellent  substitut£   for  butter,) 
fresh  milk,  and  eggs,  was  ijuickly  placed  before  us. 
Supper  being  despatched,  we  stretched  ourselves 
on   the  divan,  and  were  soon  blowing  a  cloud  of 
such  fragrance  and  volume  from  our  chiboaquc*, 
that  the  apartment  was  not  only  perfumed  by  it,  I 
but  in  that  haze  so  delightful  to  those  who  really  I 
enjoy  the  art  of  smoking,  not  a  cigar,  but  through  I 
A  cherry-stjck.     We  were  not,  however,  left  longi 
in  the  (juiet  enjoyment  of  these  Elysiaii  nebulaej 
for  the  Qeas  assailed  us  in  nivriads.     I  waa  hiuitl 
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ing  them  all  night,  and  towards  morning,  was 
fairly  obliged  to  perform  a  '*  spoglia/'  to  make  the 
chase  effectual*  While  thus  employed,  I  happened 
to  look  up  at  the  window,  which,  on  account  of 
the  heat,  had  been  left  open,  and  was  not  a  little 
amused  by  discovering  a  lady  Tartar  peering  at 
me  with  all  her  eyes;  but  they  were  not  like 
those  of  the  Rebeccas  of  Tchoufout  Kale :  but 
no  sooner  had  she  caught  mine,  than,  has- 
tily drawing  her  feredge  over  her  face,  she  dis'^ 
appeared  in  a  twinkling.  Our  host  appeared 
rather  astonished  at  being  remunerated,  in  the 
morning,  and  said  that  the  generality  of  his  visit- 
ors were  always  on  duty  ;  adding,  "  Our  conquer- 
ors, Sir,  have  left  us  very  poor." 

We  set  out  early,  being  anxious  to  reach  Yalta 
before  the  evening.     Our  road,  the  bed  of  a  tor- 
rent, led  us  to  Ousembash,  a  village  at  the  foot 
of  the  mountains,  which  lay  between  us  and  the 
coast.     The  fences  near  the  road  were,  as  well  as 
the  trees  and  shrubs  in  them,  covered  with  the 
wild  hop,  the  vine,  clematis,  and  other  parasitic 
plants.      The  former  was  growing  in  great  lux- 
uriance, and  with  cultivation,  ought   to  succeed 
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adminibly.  The  houses  in  these  valleys  are  niucli 
better  built  than  those  on  the  coast,  and  though 
very  low,  ha»e  frequently  two  stories,  with  a  gal- 
lery running  round  them  on  the  outside ;  the 
roofs  also  are  raised  and  tiled,  and  the  ceilings 
sometimes  ornamented  with  carving  in  wood.  The 
village  of  Ousemhasb  hoastcd  a  khan,  to  which  I 
made  my  way,  and  sitting  down  in  the  divan,  in 
the  court,  a  Tartar  barber  relieved  me  of  a  three 
days'  beard,  in  the  most  approved  style  of  eastern 
art.  His  thumb  followed  the  razor  so  closely, 
that  the  pressure  on  the  skin  prevented  the  action 
of  the  latter  from  being  feltj  and  hia  dexterity 
put  me  not  a  little  in  mind  of  one  of  his  brethren 
in  India,  who  had  tbe  reputation  of  being  able  to 
shave  bis  customer  without  awaking  him  from  his 
slumbers,  no  matter  how  light !  I  think  it  neces- 
sary to  add  that  the  person  who  related  the  anec- 
dote to  me  is  dead  !  1 1 

Having  breakfasted,  we  commenced  our  scram- 
ble up  the  mountain,  as  on  the  road  here,  through 
the  bed  of  a  torrent,  and  being  excessively  steep, 
the  horses  had  some  difficulty  in  keeping  their 
legs.     The   summit,  completely  devoid  of  trees, 
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was  very  cold;  but  the  view  repaid  us.  The 
descent  on  the  other  side  was  rapid,  and  from  the 
quantity  of  pine  cones  that  had  fallen  from  the 
trees,  required  care.  I  dismissed  the  corporal  at 
Yalta,  and  having  parted  with  my  companion,  who 
had  contributed  so  much  to  the  pleasure  of  my 
excursion,  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  Choreis. 
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My  good-uatured  friend,  the  Prince,  received  me 
with  cordiality  ;  and  on  turning  in  for  the  night, 
I  was  not  sniry  to  6nd  myself  in  a  comfortable 
bed.     The  day  after  my  r»^lurn  was  the  "  joar-de- 

f^te"  of  the  young  Count  W ,  a  relation  of  my 

host)  and  every  one  went  up  to  the  cbapel  at 
Massandra,  to  attend  tlie  service  in  honour  of  the 
day.  I  waa  glad  to  have  an  opportunity  of  wit- 
nessing the  Greek  ritual,  and  accompanied  the 
Prince.  Four  horses  in  a  light  phaeton  soon 
brought  UB  to  the  door,  which,  as  well  aa  tlte 
interior,  was  thronged  with  people  of  the  loi 
iifders,  in  iheir  pink  shirts  and  gay  sashes,      They 
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looked  careless,  and  unconscious  of  tlieir  slavery ; 
but  it  was  there— completely  betrayed  by  the  way 
in  which  they  saluted  my  companion  as  we  passed ; 
not  only  was  the  cap  in  hand,  but  the  body  was 
bent  low,  with  a  servility  of  manner  truly  distress- 
ing to  witness.  Though  the  church  was  so  densely 
crowded,  the  talisman  of  rank  and  power  soon 
made  way  for  us  up  to  the  altar ;  it  was  brilliantly 
illuminated,  for  a  great  many  of  the  congregation 
brought  candles  as  an  offering,  and,  having  lighted 
one,  placed  the  remainder  with  it  on  a  table  near 
the  altar  for  the  Papa ;  whether  for  his  benefit,  or 
the  young  Count's,  I  did  not  make  out. 

The  chaunt,  though  pleasing,  was  tedious,  and 
monotonous  in  the  literal  sense  of  the  word ;  the 
Prince's  steward,  who  stood  near  us,  exerted  him- 
self most  laudably  in  keeping  up  the  quantity,  if 
not  the  quality,  of  the  tone.  The  heat,  not  pure 
^oric,  soon  made  me  anxious  for  the  conclusion ; 
Wt  the  censers,  though  they  increased  it,  relieved 
the  unpleasant  effluvia.  Towards  the  end  of  the 
ceremony,  the  doors  in  the  gilt  screen,  which,  like 
^e  veil  in  front  of  the  Holy  of  Holies,  concealed 
t«c  altar,  were  closed,  the  chaunting  ceased,  the 
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censer  8  were  withdrawn,  and  everyone  retnainedln 
mute  attention.  At  length,  tlie  folding  doors  in  the 
centre  were  re-opened  and  thrown  back,  and  the 
priest,  a  ^gantic  fellow,  with  a  large  blnek  beard, 
carrying  on  his  head  on  enormous  volume,  which 
he  steadied  with  both  hands,  came  forward,  and 
in  one  of  the  finest  voices  I  ever  heard,  commenced 
a  long  recitation. 

Every  one  bent  low,  not  in  humble  adoration, 
but  in  superstitious  awe.  I  asked  the  Prince,  in 
a  whisper,  for  an  explanation  of  a  scene  which 
exhibited  so  much  emotion,  and  found  that  they 
were  praying  for  the  Emperor.  The  large  volume 
contained  the  Gospels.  The  sensation  mani- 
fested on  this  occasion  surprised  me  much ;  it  was 
scarcely  equalled  by  that  usually  seen  in  Catholic 
churches  at  the  elevation  of  the  Host.  But  the 
serfs  of  Russia  look  upon  their  Tzar  as  equal,  if 
not  superior  to  the  Deity,  and  consequently,  tbe 
prayer  for  his  Imperial  Majesty  is  listened  towidt 
more  attention,  and  responded  to  with  greater 
fervour,  than  any  other  part  of  the  service.  Seve- 
ral women  now  entered  with  infants  in  their  arms, 
as  I  imagined  for  a  christening,  hut  in  reality  to 
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have  the  sacrament  administered  to  them.  Their 
mothers,  kneeling  before  the  altar,  gave  them  in 
succession  to  the  priest,  who  endeavoured  to  place 
a  spoonful  of  the  elements  in  the  mouth  of  each. 
This,  as  may  be  supposed,  was  neither  easily  nor 
silently  accomplished,  and  a  chaunt  arose  of  a 
character  quite  different  from  that  in  which  the 
steward  had  taken  such  a  prominent  part.  The 
scene  that  ensued  defies  all  attempts  at  description. 
The  children  kicked,  and  squalled,  and  all  resisted 
to  their  "  little  utmost"  this  food,  so  unnatural  to 
them;  while  their  mothers,  evidently  impressed 
with  a  belief  in  the  benefit  they  were  to  derive 
fix)m  it,  anxiously  endeavoured  to  induce  them 
to  swallow  at  least  a  portion,  and  in  some  cases, 
forced  it  down  their  throats.  The  whole  finished 
with  a  sermon,  which  the  little  communicants,  not 
half  pacified,  interrupted  by  their  cries ;  but  the 
Papa,  determined  that  his  eloquence  should  not 
be  displayed  in  vain,  ordered  the  young  choristers 
out  of  the  church. 

A  Russian  nobleman,  who  volunteered  a  discus- 
sion on  religious  topics  with  me,  as  we  drove  away, 
said,  ^*  We  don't  believe  all  this,  mais  c'est  tres 
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bou   pour  le  peuple."      Query,  how  much  has 
Christianity  progressed  in  Russia  since  the  days 
of  Vladimir,  eight  centuries  ago?  and  what  has 
education  done  for  her  nobles  in  the  last  two? 
On  the  12th  of  September,  during  my  stay  at 

Choreis,  I  dined  one  day  with  Mr.  A ,  a  Li- 

Tonian,  and  Director  of  the  Botanical  Garden  at 
Nikita ;  be  was  kind  enough  to  show  me  every 
thing  himself,  particularly  the  collection  of  nnei^ 
There  are  upwards  of  three  liundred  varieties,  the 
greater  port  of  them  had  been  collected  in  the 
south  of  France  for  au  American  merchant;  the 
money,  however,  was  not  forthcoming  on  the  day 
of  sale,  and  Count  WoronzofT,  then  at  Vienna, 
liaving  heard  of  the  circumstance,  travelled  day 
and  night  to  be  in  time  to  purchase  them.  I  be- 
lieve I  may  say,  without  fear  of  contradiction, 
that  the  collection  is  unique,  though  not  quite 
complete ;  a  very  few  of  the  varieties  known  to 
botanists  are  wanting.  I  missed  one,  the  Au- 
rungabad,  a  grape  known  to  ail  persons  on  the 
Bombay  side  of  India,  for  its  curious  shape  and 
luscious  flavour.  These  vines  were  all  in  the  open 
air,  and  trained  on  sticks  on  the  French  plan.  With 
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very  few  exceptions^  they  were  all  well  ripened, 
and  looked  very  strong  and  healthy.  The  black  and 
white  Muscats,  and  the  Isabella,  (a  South  Ame- 
rican grape,  as  I  understood  Mr.  A ^),  were 

the  best  amongst  those  that  I  tasted ;  had  Van 
Huysum  been  alive,  he  would  have  gloried  in 
having  some  of  them  as  subjects  for  his  pencil. 
Mr.  A informed  me  that  considerable  quan- 
tities of  these  grapes  are  sent  to  the  Emperor,  at 
St  Petersburgh,  a  distance  of  2400  versts.  The 
wine  grapes,  as  usual,  were  execrable.  The  stone 
fruits,  all  grown  either  on  espalier,  or  on  stand- 
ards, are  not  so  good  as  in  England ;  the  white 
figs,  however,  were  exquisite,  and  the  filberts  and 
Spanish  nuts  of  an  enormous  size.  The  olive, 
though  growing  here,  does  not  succeed,  bearing 
firuit  but  rarely,  and  of  an  inferior  quality.  Some 
forest  trees  from  the  Himalaya  were  thriving  re- 
markably well. 

A  great  variety  of  Crimean  wines,  principally 
sweet,  were  produced  at  and  after  dinner ;  they 
were  good  of  their  kind,  particularly  the  Malaga. 
The  soil,  aspect,  and  climate  of  this  coast  are  so 
favourable  to  the   cultivation    of   the  vine,  that 
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—gWJH:  T~Mw  an  instance  of  tt 
made  by  my  travelling  companio 
which  was  unquestionably  the  b 
the  Crimea,  particularly  the  re< 
strength  of  good  French  claret,  « 
and  colour  of  port;  and,  as  a 
county  once  sftid  to  a  most  hoe 
whose  wine  he  had  been  drinki 
"  There  wasn't  a  headache  in  a  p 
piece  of  homely,  but  gratifying  c 
the  reason  of  Mr,  Upton's  succe 
fortunately  for  him,  he  cannot  k( 
who,  in  common  with  nearly  all  ti 
Russia,  are  great  rogues ;  he  is  th* 
to  he  on  the  spot,  and  look  to  every 
not  only  as  to  the  management  of 

Hthe  making  of  the  wine.     Besidei 
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The  champagne  of  Count  W — <-  is  an  exception 
to  this ;  and  though  not  so  good  as  Monet's,  is 
better  than  Charles  Wright's,  or  any  other  wine 
of  the  same  kind  out  of  France.  I  heard  that  the 
Count  is  desirous  of  introducing  the  Crimean 
wines  into  the  English  market;  but  the  local 
expenses,  great  distance,  and  heavy  duties  would, 
even  if  they  ever  arrived  at  the  same  perfection  as 
the  French,  be  an  insuperable  bar  to  their  standing 
any  competition  with  them.  The  great  customers 
for  these  wines  are  the  proprietors  of  a  champagne 
manufactory  in  Moscow,  and  agents  are  sent  here 
by  them  every  autumn  to  purchase  all  they  can 
procure.  The  process  must  be  an  extraordinary 
one,  as  the  different  varieties  of  white  wine  are 
said  to  be  mixed  up  together.  The  speculation, 
however,  answers ;  for  being  put  in  French  bottles, 
neatly  leaded,  and  the  mark  counterfeited  on  the 
cork,  a  great  quantity  is  disposed  of  as  French 
Champagne,  which  is  seldom  sold  at  Moscow  for 
less  than  eight  guineas  a  dozen  ! 

Another  agreeable  day  was  spent  at  Count  A — 's, 
the  lineal  descendant  of  the  celebrated  admiral, 
who  having  spent  three  fortunes  in  the  capitals 
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of  Vienna  and  St.  Petersburgh,  has  retired  here 
to  vegetate,  as  he  colls  it,  on  the  wreck  of  &  fourth. 
He  was  exceedingly  entertaining,  and  did  the 
honours  of  his  house  to  admiration.  It  was  curi* 
ous,  that  in  this  secluded  place,  the  immediate 
neigliboui'hood  produced  the  choicesi  delicacies 
of  a  table  perfectly  "  en  regie  "  in  every  respect. 
Sterlet  soup,  a  luxury  unknown  to  the  "  ton  W- 
vants"  of  London  or  Paris,  was  followed  by  excellent 
sturgeon,  sgombri,  (a  kind  of  mackerel, )and  trout, 
boar  and  chevreuil,  quails  of  exquisite  flavour, 
dressed  tn  vine  leaves,  and  &Qit  of  the  most  unri* 
vailed  bloom  and  sweetness,  the  producUon  of 
nature,  not  the  hothouse.  The  wines  were  the 
only  foreign  luxury ;  the  Count  did  not  patronize 
the  Crimean. 

The  "  Peter"  arrived  on  the  I4th,  and  having 
taken  leave  of  my  good-natured  host,  I  embarked 
in  her,  on  my  return  to  Odessa.  We  had  a  most 
prosperous  "  trajet,"  and  I  was  not  a  little  delighted, 
on  knocking  at  No.  17,  at  the  "  Petersburgh,"  to 
find  that,  during  my  month's  leave  of  abience,  the 
best  half  of  my  establishment  had  met  with  no 
disasters,  and  were  quite  well.     I  now  res 
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mj  notes,  to  which  the  back  of  many  a  letter  was 
doomed. 

Illness  detained  us  at  Odessa  till  it  was  too  late 
in  the  season  to  travel  to  Moscow,  and  winter 
there,  as  had  been  our  original  intention.  Though 
I  regretted  this  at  the  time,  I  had  afterwards  good 
reason  to  alter  my  opinion,  for  I  found  that  it 
afforded  me  many  opportunities  of  becoming  ac- 
quainted with  Russian  character,  much  more 
imdisguised  by  the  policy  of  pleasing,  than  I 
should  have  done  in  either  of  the  capitals,  St. 
Petersburgh  especially. 


CHAPTER   XIII, 


The  ilw  o!  Odesn — The  Satnniki  giuHry— SuwU~A  tilth  dt- 
menl— The  fifth  olemcnl— The  GtDcml  nground— TliB  Boulcvinl— 
The  meatier  mdnilre — The  Duke  do  BicheUeu — Cuual  WoroDtnlT) 
home — The  hailiiag  !iou«e — Aquslic  gjainutici — Mermaids  to  full 
dnu '—Jelly  Bib. 


It  is  singular  that  with  two  such  rivers  as  the 
Dnieper  and  the  Dniester  on  this  coast,  the  site 
of  Odessa  should  have  heen  selected  for  a  com- 
mercial town.  There  is  no  natural  harbour,  and 
its  trade  consists  almost  entirely  of  raw  pro- 
ductions from  the  interior,  which  are  brought  in 
carts  drawn  by  oxen,  a  distance  of  from  three  to 
seven  hundred  miles.  Tlie  only  reason  I  ever 
heard  assigned  for  the  choice,  is  that  the  position 
is  more  favourable  for  enforcing  qiiarantjoe  laws 
and  regulations  than  that  of  a  town  situated  on  a 
river. 

Odessa  is  seen  to  the  most  advantage  from  the 
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sea.     It  stands  on  a  high  cliff,  along  which  runs 
a  Boulevard;  the  streets  are  generally  at  right 
angles  to  it^  and  exceedingly  wide.     Large  in- 
tervals of  ground  are  left  between  many  of  the 
houses ;  the  granaries  also  are  very  numerous,  and 
occupy  considerable  space,  and  the  town  is,  there- 
fore,  ^read    over  a  very  wide    surface.      One 
of  these  granaries,  by  its  style  and  dimensions, 
throws  every  other  edifice,  even  the  public  build- 
ings, quite  into  the  shade,  and  from  its  commanding 
position,  on  the  opposite  side  of  a  ravine  facing 
the  town,  is  a  very  striking  object.     This  maga- 
zine consists  of  a  fa9ade  with  pilasters  and  a  pedi- 
ment,   and  two   wings   extending   from   it;    the 
National  Gallery  will  give  an  idea  of  its  length, 
though  not  of  its  height.    The  architect,  Monsieur 
Bauffar,  is  a  very  clever  Italian,  residing  at  Odessa. 
This  granary  originally  belonged  to   a   Pole   of 
the  name  of  Sabanski;   which  gentleman  having 
taken  an  active  part  in  the  Polish  revolution,  it 
became  forfeited  to  the  crown.    It  is  said  that  the 
proprietor,  before  leaving  Odessa,  mortgaged  it 
to  its  full  extent,  and  did  not,  therefore,  lose  by 
the  seizure. 

I  3 


The  two  principal  streets,  those  of  Richelieu 
and  Catherine,  are  planted  with  a  row  of  acacias 
on  each  side,  which,  from  their  stunted  appear- 
ance, give  no  further  hope  of  either  ornament  or 
shade..  Very  large  open  drains,  about  two  feet 
deep,  also  run  the  whole  length  of  the  street; 
these  are  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  off  the 
melted  snow  when  the  thaw  sets  in,  which 
frequently  takes  place  so  rapidly,  that  without 
them  the  streets  would  be  under  water.  These 
drains  are  intersected  at  short  distances  by  low 
arches,  to  enable  persons  to  cross  them  from  their 
carriages  or  otherwise.  Tlie  Rue  Richelieu  has 
trottoirs :  tins  street,  on  our  arrival  at  Odessa, 
was  paved  a  great  part  of  its  length  with  Trieste 
stones,  hut  these  were  being  taken  up  when  we 
left  to  fumiah  materials  for  macadamizing  the 
same  road. — Trieste  atones!  with  so  much  granite 
on  the  banks  of  the  Bug  and  the  Dnieper !  On 
inquiry,  I  found  that  this  was  to  accommodate  a 
gentleman,  one  of  the  paving  committee,  who  had 
furnished  some  of  the  other  members  with  private 
loans,  gave  good  dinners,  &c.,  and  who  carried  oB 
an  extensive  business  with  tliat  town.     The  ] 
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Catherine^  with  a  few  other  streets,  is  macadam- 
ised with  the  soft  stone  of  the  cliff,  a  conglo* 
merate  of  shells  which  is  soon  converted  into  dust 
two  or  three  inches  deep ;   this  makes  its  way 
into  desks,  drawers,  and  all  comers  of  the  house; 
erery  article  of  food  is  covered  with  it,  for  the 
heat  is  too  intense  to  allow  of  the  windows  being 
closed.      In  the  tremendous  gales  which   often 
occur  here  in  the  summer,  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  leave  the  house ;  for  it  drives  **  en  masse  "  with 
such  caprice,   that  the   attempts   the   passenger 
naturally  makes  to  avoid  the  spiral  columns  which 
rise  every  moment,  are  utterly  futile ;  and  after 
having  zig-zagged  from  one  side  of  the  street  to 
the  other,  he  finds  himself  completely  enveloped 
in  its  gritty,  hot,  and  dry  embrace.     When  Napo- 
leon came  to  Russia  on  his  insane  expedition,  he 
remarked  that  he  had  discovered  a  fifth  element — 
mud;    had  he  remained   the  summer  he  would 
liave  found  a  sixth — dust.      The   dust  may,  in 
fact,  be  considered  a  perfect  scourge,  and  causes 
diseases  of  the   eye,   and   pulmonary   afiections. 
Twice  a  week  only,  the  comfort  of  the  inhabitants 
is  consulted,  when  the  Boulevard  is  watered  in 
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the  evening,  and  they  are  tantalized  with  an  at- 
mosphere wliicli  they  can  only  breathe  for  six 
hoiu's  in  the  week.  The  rains  of  autumn,  and 
the  thaw  in  spring,  convert  all  this  dust  into  such 
a  depth  of  mud,  even  in  the  tliree  principal 
streets,  that  it  is  diiKcult  to  cross  tiiem  without 
sinking  up  to  the  ankles.  The  charity  of  the 
upper  classes,  who  never  frequent  any  other,  is 
too  uncertain  to  induce  any  one  to  speculate,  and 
work  upon  the  chance  of  their  getting  a  liveliliood 
by  sweeping  a  crossing,  though  there  is  enough  to 
do  in  this  way  to  maintain  the  numorous  paupers, 
that  may  be  seen  in  all  parts  of  the  towu.  The 
other  streets  become  almost  impassable  to  foot 
passengers,  and  in  these  seasons  droskies  are  in- 
dispensable ;  even  they  can  scarcely  make  their 
way  in  some  parts  of  the  suburbs,  which  are  then 
a  very  Slough  of  Despond !  Now  and  then  a 
drunken  man,  or  an  old  woman,  is  su&bcated  at  a 
crossing;  "  niais  cela  passe  comme  le  temps." 
The  women  servants  can  only  get  to  the  bazaar  in 
Wellington  boots !  and  if  they  have  none  of  their 
own,  which  is  a  rare  occurrence,  as  they  keep  a 
pair  for  the   purpose,   they    take  their  masters'; 
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at  least,  so  mine  served  roe.  Thus  accoutred^ 
with  their  petticoats  tucked  up  above  their  knees, 
they  have  no  occasion  to  pick  their  way,  though 
they  never  fail  to  pick  their  employers*  pockets. 

Ladies  going  to  the  theatres  or  balls,  were 
formerly  obliged  to  yoke  oxen  to  their  carriages, 
and  even  now,  during  the  deep  falls  of  snow,  when 
coming  away,  their  servants,  to  give  them  a  little 
notice,  announce  their  shovels  previously  to  their 
carriages.  On  one  occasion  General  L ,  com- 
manding the  Odessa  district,  in  going  to  a  review 
stuck  fast  on  his  drosky  ^  finding  further  progress 
on  it  impossible,  he  left  his  equipage,  riding  off 
on  the  near  horse  with  all  his  harness  still  about 
him,  and  with  this  charger  thus  caparisoned,  made 
his  appearance  in  front  of  the  regiment  he  was 
going  to  inspect. 

For  eight  or  ten  weeks  in  the  winter,  the  streets 
are  in  better  order,  the  sledging  proceeds  merrily, 
and  scarcely  a  carriage  is  to  be  seen  on  wheels : 
some  of  the  sledges  are  nicely  lined  with  furs, 
and  carpets  are  hung  over  the  back,  ornamented 
with  tassels.  Most  of  them  are  driven  at  a  very 
rapid  rate:    towards  the  end  of  the  season,  the 


road  becomes  very  uneven,  and  worn  into  holes, 
and  the  ricochet  movement  of  tlie  sledge  is  then 
very  disagreeable.  Many  Russians,  however,  are 
very  loth  to  leave  off  sledging,  and  keep  it  up  for 
some  time  after  the  thaw  has  set  in !  others,  by 
refusing  to  enter  a  sledge,  wish  to  intimate  that 
■  the  climate  is  like  that  of  Italy. 

The  principal  houses  are  built  of  a  stone  so 
soft  as  to  be  easily  shaped  with  a  hatchet,  and  are 
therefore  soon  run  up ;  the  roofa  are  of  iron  and 
zinc,  and  being  painted  green,  have  a.  cheerful  ap- 
pearance. The  best  ore  on  the  Boulevard,  and  in 
the  streets  leading  to  it.  They  are  much  in  the 
Italian  style,  and  tliough  showy  when  new,  soon 
become  shabby,  and  have  a  veiy  cheerless  appear- 
ance from  the  stucco  falling  off  after  hard  rains 
and  frost.  This  promenade  runs  along  the  cliff, 
and  is  planted  with  a  quadruple  row  of  acacias, 
which  though  very  stunted,  are  something  better 
than  those  in  the  streets ;  but  by  the  end  of  June 
the  brilliant  green  of  their  foliage  is  superseded  by 
layers  of  dust;  and  they  look  as  if  a  Brobdinsgian 
dredging-boi  of  second  rate  flour  had  been  [ 
over  them.     The  view  from  this  cliff  i 
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interestiiig.  The  opposite  shore  of  the  bay  is 
a  dreary  expanse  of  steppe,  presenting  to  the 
eje  a  long  low  coast  without  any  object  upon  it 
but  a  few  small  huts — ^not  a  tree  or  shrub  is  to 
be  seen. 

From  the  centre  of  the  Boulevard^  a  staircase 
called  the  ''escalier  monstre'*  descends  to  the 
beach.  The  contractor  for  this  work  was  ruined. 
It  is  an  ill-conceived  design  if  intended  for  oma* 
ment;  its  utility  is  more  than  doubtful,  and  its 
execution  so  defective,  that  its  fall  is  already  anti- 
cipated. An  Odessa  wag  has  prophesied  that  the 
Due  de  Richelieu,  whose  statue  is  at  the  top,  will 
be  the  first  person  to  go  down  it. 

This  monument  in  bronze  stands  remarkably 
well.  The  Duke,  represented  in  a  toga,  is  looking 
towards  the  sea  with  his  right  hand  extended  in 
the  direction  of  the  harbour ;  the  attitude  is  dig- 
nified, the  pedestal  simple,  and  the  efiect  of  the 
whole  chaste  and  good.  This  nobleman,  a  French 
emigrant,  was  made  governor  of  Odessa  and  South 
Russia  by  the  Emperor  Alexander,  and  was  a 
glorious  example  to  all  men  in  office,  more  par- 
ticularly to  those  of  Russia. 


18).  TIIK  DUKE  DE  HICHEUEtT. 

During  the  Duke's  administration,  the  plague 
raged  here  with  great  violence.  He  visited  the 
hospitals ;  and  at  Petrikofka,  when  the  inhabit- 
ants refused  to  bury  their  dead,  he  took  a  spade 
himself  and  set  them  the  example.  Two  thousand 
BIX  hundred  persons  fell  viclims  to  this  disease  in 
the  years  1812  and  1813.  The  town  has  happily 
been  visited  only  once  since  that  period  by  so 
dreadful  a  calamity.  This  occurred  in  It^SO,  but 
the  decided  measures  taken  by  Count  Woronsoff 
prevented  it  from  spreading  to  any  extent.  Me- 
dals were  struck  on  this  occasion,  and  presented 
to  those  who  assisted  in  carrying  his  orders  into 
effect. 

Richelieu's  moral  courage  was  only  equalled  by 
his  charity  and  hospitality;  and  his  salary  as  go- 
vernor, being  insuiHcieiit  to  supply  the  demands 
upon  both,  he  was  frequently  without  a  sous  in 
his  pocket.  Alexander  hearing  this,  sent  him  a 
considerable  sum  as  a  present,  hut  the  war  vrith 
Napoleon  breaking  out  at  the  time,  he  returned  it 
to  his  generous  master,  remarking  that  bis  impe- 
rial majesty  would  have  plenty  to  do  with  bis  span 
money.     He  pursued  the  same  Hue  of  c 
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the  end  of  his  administration;  and  though  he  had 
numerous  opportunities  of  enriching  himself,  he 
left  the  town,  on  his  return  to  France  at  the  Resto-^ 
ration,  in  a  cabriolet  de  poste  with  a  portmanteau 
containing  his  uniform  and  a  few  shirts — all  his 
wardrobe.  His  departure  was  deplored  by  all 
classes,  particularly  the  poor,  who  looked  up  to 
him  as  a  father. 

At  the  extremity  of  the  Boulevard  stands  the 
house  of  his  excellency  Count  Woronzoff,  the  pre- 
sent governor  general  of  New  Russia.  The  inte- 
rior is  fitted  up  with  great  taste.  The  library  is 
perhaps  the  best  private  one  in  Russia ;  and  there 
is  a  good  collection  of  pictures  and  philosophical 
instruments.  The  stables,  under  the  care  of  two 
good  English  grooms,  are  extensive  and  admirably 
arranged.  The  house  is  surrounded  by  a  small 
shrubbery  which  runs  down  the  cliff  to  the  road 
leading  to  the  Pratique  port. 

The  mud  in  this  harbour  is  sometimes  very 
offensive.  The  lotkas  and  a  few  vessels  employed 
as  coasters  from  the  sea  of  Azoff,  Kertch,  and  Ni- 
colaieff,  are  nearly  all  the  craft  that  lay  here, 
with  the  exception  of  the  cruisers,  steamers,  or 
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vessels  brought  in  for  repairs.  The  Russians  are 
averse  to  yachting  or  boating,  but  if  they  had  any 
taste  for  either,  the  regulations  of  the  quarantine 
would  prevent  them  from  enjoying  it.  Fishing- 
boata  are  not  allowed  to  go  beyond  the  bay  for  the 
same  reason.  The  troops  and  military  or  naval 
stores  for  Sevastopol,  Circassia,  or  any  other  des- 
tination, are  embarked  at  this  harbour. 

At  the  foot  of  the  cliff,  and  immediately  oppo- 
site the  wall  of  Count  Woronzoff's  shrubbery,  is 
a  wooden  bathing-house  built  on  piles  a  few  feet 
over  the  water.  This  establishment  is  much  fre- 
quented during  the  summer  months  by  Poles  and 
the  fashionables  of  the  town.  The  sea  is  not  very 
salt,  owing  to  a  current  setting  along  the  coa<t 
from  the  Bug  and  Dnieper.  Those  to  whom  the 
saltness  of  the  water  is  an  object,  go  to  the  estuaiy 
on  the  other  side  of  the  neck  of  land  at  the  extre- 
mity of  the  bay.  The  water  there  is  like  brine. 
The  building  is  divided  in  the  centre  by  boards ; 
steps  into  the  water  are  the  only  accommodation. 
Every  person  brings  his  own  towels,  and  if  not, 
makes  his  pocket-handkerchief  do  instead ;  failing 
in  this,  he  shakes  himself,  and  stands  in  t 
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burning  rays  of  which  soon  supply  the  deficiency 
of  linen.    The  bathers^  in  puris  naturalibus,  are  in 
{all  view  of  the  windows  of  the  houses  on  the 
BouleTard,  and  the  promenaders  which  frequent 
it.     Public  decency  is  a  virtue  held  in  little  es- 
timation  in    this  countryi  even  amongst    those 
who  have  the  advantages  of  birth  and  education ; 
it  is  not  therefore  extraordinary  that  the  lower 
orders  are  destitute  of  it.    In  this  establishment, 
the  ladies  are  only  separated  from  the  gentlemen 
by  a  wooden  partition^  but  they  never  think  of 
confining  their  aquatic  rambles  to   the  twenty 
feet  of  boards  which  would  conceal  them,  for  they 
strike  out  in  parties  of  six  or  seven  to  show  off, 
and  having  gained  an  offing,  as  Jack  would  say, 
they  rival  one   another  in   the  various  modes  of 
swimming,  floating  and  diving  ;  now  and  then  dis- 
playing a  1^  or  an  arm  above  the  water,  and  giv« 
ing  other  proofs  of  their  agility  and  strength.     I 
Was  left  to  conclude  that  these  exhibitions  afforded 
great  amusement  to  the  ladies,  or  they  would  not 
bave  firequented  the  place*     On  my  first  visit,  I 
i^urally  followed  the  example  of  those  gentlemen 
who  had  swum  out,  never  for  a  moment  dreaming 
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that  I  had  left  such  mteresUDg  neighbours  in  th<! 
rear ;  great,  therefore,  was  my  surprize,  when  on 
turning  round  to  come  back,  I  saw  a  group  of 
figures,  not  with  combs  and  looking  glasses,  like 
mermaids  who  had  just  quitted  their  coral  caves, 
nor  a  party  of  school  girls  let  out  in  their  flannels 
from  a  Brighton  bathing  machine,  but  dressed  in 
the  very  height  of  fashion.  Many  of  them  were 
in  silk  and  satins  of  the  brightest  shades,  with  bon- 
nets of  gauze  and  crape  trimmed  with  flowers, 
marabouts,  and  other  finery.  In  the  slight  glance 
I  had  of  them,  they  appeared  to  be  in  a  circle 
within  wliich  I  did  not  feel  inclined  to  intrude; 
but  as  they  jumped  up  and  down  in  the  water,  or 
one  more  courageous  than  the  rest,  showed  her 
feathers  dripping  from  a  dive,  I  thought  I  had 
never  witnessed  so  diverting  a  scene. 

Rummaging  my  brain  to  find  a  reason  for  their 
bathing  in  such  extraordinary  costume,  I  ac- 
counted for  it  by  supposing  that  these  nymphs  of 
the  Euxine  were  fearful,  by  appearing  there  in 
deshabille,  of  destroj-ing  the  effect  of  their  charms 
upon  any  cavalier  whose  attentions  they  might 
have  secured  in  their  soirees :    but  what  ; 
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take !     Madame  S.  would  have  looked  to  so  much 
greater  advantage  in  a  white  "  peignoir/'  with  her 
beautiful  black  "  cheveleure  "  floating  on  the  pale 
green  wave,  in  that  disorder  so  well  exemplified 
on    Rowland's    oil   bottles,  that  it  was    melan- 
choly to  see  her  dressed  in  the  relics  of  last  year's 
season,  which  ought  long  before  to  have  been  the 
perquisite  of  her  femme  de  chambre.     These  ma- 
rine balls,  which  I  strongly  recommend  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  lady  patronesses  of  Almack's, 
though  vastly  amusing,  scarcely  compensated  me 
for  the  annoyance  I  frequently  experienced   in 
finding  myself  suddenly  embraced' — not  by  the 
ladies,  but  by  a  host  of  jelly  fish. 
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But  to  return  to  the  Boulevard,  a  much  drier 
subject.  The  exchange  is  at  the  opposite  end- 
In  tlie  design  of  the  frieze,  prows  of  ships  and 
bales  of  goods  are  curiously  mixed  ;  but  as  Odessa 
is  a  mercantile  town,  this  is  no  doubt  intended  to 
be  in  keeping  with  the  taste  of  the  inhabitants. 
The  room  where  the  merchants  meet  is  of  hand- 
some size  and  proportions)  but  the  ceilings  are 
villanously  painted  in  fresco  in  a  very  tawdry 
style.  It  is  related  of  the  columns  on  tlie  outside, 
that  the  architect  finding  them  too  small,  when 
the  building  was  completed,  contrived  with  groat 
ingenuity  to  supply  the  required  thickness  v 
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coil  or  two  of  rope.  The  line  of  houses  on  this 
promenade  is  broken  in  the  centre  by  two  quad- 
rants^  between  which  the  street  of  St.  Catherine 
commences.  The  Hotel  of  St.  Petersburgh  occu- 
pies the  whole  of  one ;  the  chancellerie  of  the 
military  govemori  the  museum  and  public  library, 
the  other.  The  latter  is  seldom  visited,  and  is 
generally  shut  before  two  o'clock ;  for  the  librarian, 
a  little  octogenarian,  the  poet  laureat  of  the 
Countess  W.  and  Madame  F.  is  more  celebrated 
for  his  philandering  than  his  learning. 

The  Museum  has  a  few  antiquities  in  it,  found 
ou  the  site  of  the  ancient  Olbiopolis,  one  of  the 
Greek  colonies,  which  stood  at  the  confluence  of 
the  Dnieper  and  the  Bug,  whose  inhabitants,  by 
an  abundant  supply  of  com,  once  saved  the  Athe- 
nians from  all  the  horrors  of  famine.     There  are 
very  few  medals,  but  amongst  them  are  two  gold 
Alexanders  in  fine  preservation.     But  the  object 
of  paramount   interest  here,  particularly  to  an 
Englishman,  is  a  small  japanned  hand  candlestick, 
very  much  bruised,  once  the  property  of  the  im- 
niortal  Howard.     The  sight  of  this  relic  called  up 
^  host  of  feelings  connected  with  the  remembrance 
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of  his  melancholy  fate,  tmd  emotions  of  admiration 
and  respect  fur  bis  unwearied  exertions  in  the 
cause  of  humanity.  Clarke's  account  of  his  con- 
versation with  Admiral  I'ricstman  before  his 
death,  though  singular,  is  truly  affecting,  and 
evinces  the  grealvst  resignation  and  strengtb  of 
mind.  His  friend  having  expressed  an  idea  that 
he  was  in  low  spirits,  Howard  assured  him  it  was 
otherwise,  and  added,  "  Priestman,  you  style  this 
a  very  dull  conversation,  and  endeavour  to  divert 
my  mind  from  dwelling  upon  death  j  but  I  enter- 
tain very  different  sentiments ;  death  lias  no  terrors 
for  me,  it  is  an  event  I  always  look  to  with  cheer- 
fulness, if  not  with  pleasure  ;  and  be  assured,  the 
subject  is  more  grateful  to  me  than  any  other.  I 
am  well  aware  that  I  have  but  a  short  time  to  live ; 
my  way  of  life  has  rendered  it  impossible  that  I 
should  recover  from  this  fever.  If  I  had  lived  as 
you  do,  eating  heartily  of  animal  food  and  drink- 
ing wine,  I  might  perhaps  by  altering  my  diet  be 
able  to  subdue  it.  But  how  can  such  an  invalid 
as  I  am  tower  his  diet  ?  I  have  been  accustomed 
for.  years  to  exist  upon  vegetables  and  water,  a 
little  bread  and  a  little  tea.     I  have  no  method  of 
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lowering  my  nourishmenty  and  therefore  I  must 
die.     It  is  such  jolly  fellows  as  you,  Priestmani 
who  get  over  these  fevers."     Then,  turning  the 
subject,  he  gave  directions  concerning  the  manner 
of  his  burial.     "  There  is  a  spot,"  said  he,  "  near 
the  village  of  Dauphigny — it  would  suit  me  nicely. 
You  know  it  well,  for  I  have  often  said  I  should 
like  to  be  buried  there ;  and  let  me  beg  of  you,  as 
you  value  your  old  friend,  not  to  suffer  any  pomp 
to  be  used  at  my  funeral,  nor  any  monument  or 
monumental  inscription  whatsoever  to  mark  where 
I  am  laid,  but  lay  me  quietly  in  the  earth,  place  a 
sun-dial  over  my  grave,  and  let  me  be  forgotten." 
His  remains  lie  mouldering  in   the   steppe,   and 
those  who  pass  by  his  isolated  tomb,  are  ignorant 
not  only  of  his  virtues  but  his  name.     Why  are 
not  his  ashes  with  those  of  the  good  and  great  in 
his  own  country  ? 

Odessa  might  be  thought  uninhabited  at  night, 
but  for  the  drunken  roars  proceeding  from  the 
low  wine  shops,  very  appropriately  called  "  caves," 
for  they  are  all  under  ground.  In  these  dens, 
scenes  of  the  most  disgusting  character  take 
place ;  wine  is  cheap,  corn  brandy  cheaper  ;  and  a 
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quart  of  tlie  latter,  an  execrable  spirit,  may  be 
had  for  teiipence.  These  pandemoniuiDS  are  fre- 
quented by  itinerant  musicians,  principally  Jews, 
who  awake  the  echoes  of  the  deserted  streets,  long 
after  midnight,  by  the  sounds  of  their  organs ;  and 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  these  fellows  may  be  heard 
grinding  away  on  their  road  home  to  their  hovels 
in  the  suburbs,  T\ith  the  thermometer  at  18°  of 
Reaumur. 

Lamps  are  numerous,  and  30,000  roubles  a-year 
are  paid  by  the  government  to  a  contractor  for 
lighting  them  :  he  gives  5000  of  this  sum  to  thf 
police,  who  sec  their  way  uncommonly  well  through 
this  sliining  medium ;  and  a  few  more  are  given  to 
a  few  other  officials,  who,  being  near  head  quar- 
ters, require  a  retaining  fee.  The  only  streets, 
therefore,  that  are  lighted,  are  those  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Governor's  house,  or  that  lead  ftoaa  it 
to  the  theatre,  tlie  only  part  of  the  town  be  is 
likely  to  pass  through  at  night.  The  inhabitants 
are  left  to  grope  their  way,  and  n  good  opportunity 
is  thus  afforded  them  of  breaking  their  lega,  or 
their  necks,  in  the  snow  drains.  In  summer,  as 
it  is  hght  by  nature  all  ni^ht  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
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it  is  made  so  by  Ukase  at  Odessa,  and  no  funds 
are  appointed  for  the  expenses  of  lighting  during 
that  season.  To  the  annoyances  of  dust,  mud, 
and  darknessi  may  be  added  that  of  flies,  which 
are  brought  into  the  town  in  myriads  by  the 
bollocks.  Mr.  Bremner,  in  passing  through 
Odessa,  calculates  that  400,000  of  these  animals 
are  required  to  convey  one  million  of  chetverts  of 
com  into  the  town ;  carrying  his  statistics  a  little 
farther,  and  allowing  that  each  pair  introduces 
20,000  flies,  which  no  one  who  knows  Odessa 
would  think  an  exaggeration,  we  have  the  comfort- 
able total  of  8,000,000,000— eight  billions  of  flies ! 

These  insects,  on  their  arrival,  leave  their  tra- 
velling companions,  the  oxen,  upon  whom  they 
have  feasted  all  the  way  from  Podolia,  and  seek 
for  better  fare  and  variety  in  the  pantries,  and  on 
the  persons  of  the  inhabitants;  an  alarum  clock 
is  quite  unnecessary,  for  at  daybreak  they  com- 
mence their  operations,  and  unless  a  person  can 
put  up  with  being  half  suffocated  under  the  sheet, 
sleep  is  out  of  the  question. 

The  churches,  in  a  Byzantine  style  of  archi- 
tecture, are  large,  but  have  no  pretensions  to  ele- 

K  2 


]QQ  WATEB- 

gance ;  they  are  all  whitewashed,  and  their  dances, 
like  the  roofs  of  the  houses,  are  painted  green. 
The  only  objects  that  relieve  this  mass  of  mineral 
verdure  are  the  watch  towers,  of  which  there  ta 
one  in  each  quarter  of  the  town  ;  a  soldier  is  sta- 
tioned day  and  night  in  the  gallery  at  the  top,  to 
give  immedistc  alarm  in  case  of  fire.  The  esta- 
hlishment  of  engines,  firemen,  &c.,  is  upon  b 
very  fair  footing,  only  one  thing  necessary,  how- 
ever, to  its  efficiency,  is  wanting  —  water,'  the 
Artesian  wells  have  failed  here,  and  only  a  few  of 
the  best  bouses  have  resen'oira  in  tlieir  court- 
yards, which  are  supplied  by  the  rain,  led  in  by 
pipes  from  the  roof ;  but  many  of  these  fail  en- 
tirely in  the  dry  season.  The  general  supply  for 
the  inhabitants  is  brought  into  the  town  in  large 
barrels,  placed  on  a  cart,  and  drawn  by  a  wretched 
horse.  The  vodovosks,  or  water  carriers,  fetch  it 
from  springs  at  a  distance  of  from  three  to  sis 
versla ;  these  sometimes  fail,  and  the  large  stag- 
nant ponds  near  the  suburbs  are  then  put  in  re- 
quest. The  Todovosk  goes  from  house  to  house, 
and  the  price  of  a  vedro,  a  small  stable  pail,  is  two 
copecks,  but  they  generally  supply  persons  fa 
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month,  the  expense  for  a  family  of  four  being 
about  five  roubles ;  in  the  winter,  six  or  seven ; 
but  for  washing,  or  baths,  the  charges  are  extra. 
These  men  are  all  Russians,  and  form  a  large 
class  among  the  lower  orders  ;  they  are  generally 
irregular  in  their  attendance,  in  which  case  your 
servant  may  have  to  wander  about  the  streets  for 
half  an  hour,  or  more,  until  he  finds  one  ;  this 
usually  happens  just  as  you  are  sitting  down  to 
breakfast,  and  ready  for  the  somovar;  or  at  any 
other  equally  convenient  hour.  With  this  first 
and  pressing  necessity  unprovided  for,  half  a  mil- 
lion of  roubles  has  been  thrown  away  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  "monstrous  staircase,"  which,  if  it 
were  only  built  strong  enough,  would  remain  ^ 
monument  to  the  folly  of  those  with  whom  the 
scheme  for  building  it  originated. 

The  only  public  amusements  are  the  theatre, 
principally  supported  by  the  foreign  merchants, 
and  a  few  subscription  balls,  which  are  held  at  the 
Exchange,  and  Cafe  del  Commercio.  The  theatre 
stands  well,  in  the  centre  of  a  large  square,  look- 
ing towards  the  sea,  and  does  great  credit  to  M 
Baufiar,  the  architect.     Italian  operas  and  French 
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plays  ore  performed  here ;  the  actors  are  mediocre, 
though  better  than  might  be  expected  in  such 
on  out-of-the-way  place ;  the  Opera  is  the  most 
patronized,  hut  both  are  well  supported.  Private 
theatricals  also  took  place  in  this  theatre  durinp; 
our  stay  ;  their  greatest  merit  was  tliat  they  were 
for  charitable  purposes.  The  dramatis  pertonte 
consisted  of  the  principal  people  of  rank  ia  the 
place,  counts  and  their  countesses,  princes  and 
princesses,  and  Kussian  knights  of  all  degrees. 
The  men  entering  into  this  scheme  is  easily  under- 
stood, but  that  ladies  should  expose  themselves  to 
the  gaze  and  comments  of  an  audience,  composed 
of  the  lowest,  as  well  as  the  respectable  part  of  the 
inhabitants,  was  most  extraordinarj'.  The  doors 
being  thrown  open  to  the  public,  any  one,  with  a 
five-rouble  note  in  his  pocket,  had  a  right  to  go 
in ;  and  no  doubt  many  a,  Jew  shopkeeper,  or 
money  changer,  would  willingly  have  given  ten  to 
see  the  grandees  of  whom  they  stood  so  much  in 
awe  in  such  a  position.  There  were  several  repr«s 
sentations,  the  last  very  nearly  ended  in  a  duel, 
in  consequence  of  a  misunderstanding  betwecQ 
the  hero  and  heroine  of  the  piece. 
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The  club,  called  the  ^^  English,"  is  close  to  the 
theatre ;  the  Tooms  are  small,  but  comfortably 
furnished ;  most  of  the  foreign  merchants  subscribe 
to,  but  seldom  go  near  it,  as  the  play  is  very  high. 
On  my  arrival,  one  of  the  members  gave  me  the 
"entree"  to  read  the  newspapers.  I  went  occasion- 
ally, but  one  evening,  being  rather  later  than 
usual,  the  servant  at  the  door  refused  me  admit* 
tance^  and  on  inquiring  the  reason,  I  foimd  that 
when  the  number  of  strangers  in  the  room  ex- 
ceeded nine,  a  charge  of  five  roubles  was  levied 
upon  every  other  visitor  who  presented  himself. 
Those  who  frequent  it  for  play  willingly  pay  this 
fee ;  but  my  object  being  to  read  the  Debats,  I 
thought  there  was  no  great  sense  in  giving  five 
roubles  to  peruse  a  paper  which,  in  all  probability, 
had  been  mutilated  by  the  scissors  of  the  censor. 
The  conversation  at  this  club  is  generally  carried 
on  in  Russ ;  the  establishment  had  only  one  point 
in  common  with  its  prototypes  in  England,  the 
servants  were  in  livery,  and  had  red  waistcoats. 
Smoking  was  allowed  in  all  the  rooms. 

The  principal  coffee-house,  "  del  Commercio," 
is  also  near  the  theatre,  and  opposite  the  Hotel 


de  Richelieu ;  a  few  Gazettes,  and  the  Debati, 
are  the  only  newspapers  to  he  found  here,  as  at 
the  club,  "  curtailed  of  their  fair  proportious."  No 
English  newspapers,  not  even  a  Galignani,  is  al- 
lowed to  enter  Russia  without  undergoing  the 
same  ceremony.  This  "  cafe  "  is  tlie  resort  of  tlie 
merchants,  agents,  brokers,  and  principal  shop- 
keepers, who  assemble  here  after  Change  to  square 
their  accounts.  The  general  conversation,  alwaj-a 
loud,  is  principally  connected  with  the  exports  of 
the  town,  for  the  import  trade  is  comparatively  of 
little  moment,  particularly  from  England.  The 
principal  part  of  our  ships  come  out  here  in  bal- 
last, or  with  a  few  tons  of  coal  in  lieu  of  it,  which 
was  selling  on  the  quay,  at  the  time  I  left,  for 
twenty  shillings  per  ton.  The  imports  do  very 
little  more  than  supply  the  town,  for  few  of  them 
go  into  the  interior,  in  consequence  of  the  nume- 
rous prohibitions  and  high  tariff.  The  principal 
impulse  to  this  branch  of  the  commerce  of  the 
place  is  given  by  the  influx  of  bathing  and  invalid 
visitors,  who  come  here  in  the  summer  from  Podo- 
lia,  and  who,  having  disposed  of  the  produce  of 
their  estates,  carry  off  as  many  foreign  luxuries 
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as  they  can  either  smuggle  or  afford.  But  this 
market  has  suffered  much  from  the  impoverished 
state  of  the  Polish  nobility :  they  are  no  longer 
the  same  good  customers  they  used  to  be.  When 
Odessa  ceases  to  be  what  the  Russians  call  a  free 
port,  a  great  reverse  in  its  prosperity  may  be 
looked  for;  and  a  town  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Danube  would  then  prove  a  formidable  rival.  The 
productions  of  Moldavia,  Wallachia,  Servia,  and 
Bohemia,  are  nearly  the  same  as  those  of  South 
Russia;  and  the  Austrians  are  far  from  being 
ignorant  of,  or  insensible  to,  the  advantages  which 
the  opening  of  the  Danube  has  secured  to  them. 

Though  called  a  "free  port,''  this  town  is  far 
from  being  one ;  it  is  true  the  duties  are  only  one- 
fifth  of  those  charged  in  any  other  part  of  the 
empire,  Finland  excepted ;  but  then  these  duties 
are  enormous. 

Earthenware  pays  a  duty  of  10  silver  roubles 
(in  English  money,  £1  ISs.  4c?.)  on  one  poud, 
equal  to  361bs.  English  ;  in  other  words,  from  6d. 
to  15d.  on  a  plate,  according  to  the  article. 

Plated  goods,  (Sheffield,)  2  silver  roubles  the 
pound,  or  6s.  8d.  (a  very  legal  charge). 
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Porter  a  shilling  a  bottle.  This  is  to  protect  a 
brewer  of  thia  article  at  St.  Petersburgh,  the  only 
one  in  the  country. 

Loaf  sugar,  200  per  cent.  This  article  selling 
by  retail  in  the  shops  of  Odessa  at  60  copecks, 
about  Gjd.  the  poimd,  costs  outside  the  gates, 
I  rouble,  80  copecks,  copper,  or  1».  7}r/.  This 
is  to  protect  the  manufacture  of  beet-root  sugar, 
raised  by  the  nobility,  selling  at  that  price.  Hard- 
ware is  altogether  prohibited,  and  many  other 
articles,  in  this  "  free  port."  A  fifth  of  the  duty, 
therefore,  on  articles  on  which  the  tariiT  is  high, 
may  very  nearly  amount  to  their  original  cost 
price ;  to  this  must  be  added  the  quarantine 
charges,  and  tlic  bribes  that  are  always  necessary 
to  expedite  the  formalities;  these  are  so  great, 
that  upwards  of  twenty  papers  are  requisite  before 
the  goods  can  be  cleared,  and  deposited  in  the 
merchants'  warehouse  in  the  town.  Searching, 
also,  at  the  Custom  House,  which  always  takes 
place,  is  rather  a  curious  evidence  of  a  free  port; 
but  every  thing  goes  by  comparison,  and  this,  no 
doubt,  is  the  national  construction  of  the  wofd; 
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There  are  few  things  that  his  Imperial  Majesty 
has  not  the  power  to  alter,  but  the  tariff  is  one. 
The  nobility  have,  at  a  vast  outlay  of  capital, 
erected  machinery  and  factories  of  various  kinds 
on  the  faith  of  these  prohibitive  duties ;  the  pro- 
fits, where  there  is  any  management,  are  great, 
and  it  is  quite  idle  to  suppose  that,  in  the  event 
of  our  taking  three  millions  of  quarters  of  com 
per  annum  instead  of  two,  the  Russian  Govern- 
ment would  lower  the  scale  of  protection,  which 
is  now  maintained  for  the  encouragement  of  their 
own  manufactures.     They  know  tfiat  utter  ruin 
must  follow  such  a  measure  ;  for,  in  spite  of  their 
slave  labour,  which  the  Russians   flippantly  say 
"costs  nothing,"  and   their   cheap   black  bread, 
they  could  not,  without  this  protection,  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  prohibition,  compete  with  us  for 
a  moment,  in  any  article  they  manufacture,  either 
in  price  or  quality.     Incredible  as  it  may  appear, 
they  have  not  yet  learnt  the  process  of  tinning 
^n  saucepans. 

This  "cafe"  is  a  perfect  Babel,  and  a  "da  capo" 
of  the  parlatoire  at  the  quarantine  ;  to  the  calls  for 
^ffee,  lemonade,  and  effervescent  quass,  must  be 
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added  the  noise  of  dice  boxes,  dominos,  the  sin- 
gling and  rattling  of  cups  nnd  glasses,  and  bun- 
inering  of  pipe-lieads.  The  words  roubles  and 
grain,  grain  and  roubles,  ure,  however,  to  be  dis- 
tinctly heard  above  aJl  tliis  hubbub,  and  now  and 
then,  hides,  wool,  hemp,  and  talluw.  A  report  of 
a  failure  in  the  English  harvest  immedifttcl;  pro- 
duces a  lull ;  every  one  is  on  the  "  qui  vive,"  and 
mutual  congratulations  follow.  This,  however,  is 
only  a  transient  piece  of  good  luck.  The  repeal 
of  the  com  laws  is  the  golden  era  to  which  they 
look  forward ;  though  they  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
for  the  reasons  which  I  have  just  adduced,  that 
there  will  be  no  increase  in  the  im porta tiOD  oJ 
English  manufactures. 
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The   Boulevard  (or  according   to  Odessa  ortho- 
graphy, at  the  comer  of  it,  "Bulvar,")  is  the  only 
frequented   promenade    in  the  town,  and  there, 
when  the  military  band  plays  of  an  evening,  are 
displayed  all  the  beauty  and  fashion  of  the  place, 
either  in  carriages  or  on  foot ;  the  pedestrians, 
however,  are  by  far   the  most  numerous.      The 
equipages,   with    few  exceptions,  are   mean    and 
shahhy,  and  many  of  the   close  carriages  would 
disgrace  any  hackney-coach  stand,  A  general  offi- 
^r,  or  a  "  conseiller  d'etat  actuel,"  a  civil  rank, 
corresponding  to  that  of  the  former,  drives  four 
Worses,  and  no  one  below  him  can  do  so,  unless 


tho  animals  are  all  placed  abreast.  The  passion 
of  tlie  Russians  for  driving  four  horses  in  pairs  is 
excited  by  its  being  the  evidence  of  their  owner 
having  attained  either  of  these  envied  ranks,  to 
acquire  which  he  lias  devoted  half  his  life.  It 
often  happens  that  the  General  or  Conseiller  are 
poor;  but  that  will  rarely  induce  either  himself 
or  his  wife  to  forego  the  pleasure  of  exercising 
this  much  valued  privilege  of  his  newly-earned 
nobility,  though  debt  and.  domestic  discomfort 
must  be  the  consequence  of  their  keeping  four 
rats.  If  this  system  of  shou-ing  a  man's  nobility 
was  pursued,  up  to  the  Emperor,  and  each  step 
in  rank  marked  by  an  increase  of  horses  and  traoM, 
we  should  see  his  equipage,  like  the  wagooi 
Hottentot,  drawn  by  a  team  of  forty  1 

But,  to  return  to  these  crazy  vehicles,  or  r 
to  the  horses,  it  is  immaterial  to  a  Russian  whe- 
ther they  are  good,  or  well  groomed,  or  not  i  but 
they  are  seldom  lean  or  lame,  for  com  is  cheap, 
and  a  showy,  hardy  animal  can  be  had  for  tea 
pounds ;  their  coats  are  always  sailing,  neither  head 
nor  heels  are  trimmed,  and  the  leaders,  as  I  have 
remarked  elsewhere,  are  always  harnessed  i 
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a  distance  from  the  wheelers,  that  there  is  ample 
room  for  another  pair  between.     The  coachman 
is  dressed  in  a  long  blue  cloth,  or  calico  caftan, 
with  either  a  red  sash  or  a  shawl  round  his  waist ; 
his   beard,  generally  yellow,  sometimes    reaches 
half-way  down  to  it ;  this,  in  a  Russian  coachman, 
is  much  thought  of  both  by  master  and  man,  and 
is  almost  indispensable  to  every  one  who  aspires 
to  the  box.     The  costume  is  made  complete  by 
loose  trousers  stuffed  into  Wellinglons,  half-way 
up  the  leg,  and  a  low  beaver  hat,  much  larger  at 
the  crown  than  the  brim,  and  rarely  worn  by  any 
but  the  fraternity  of  Jehus.     The  postilion,  on 
the    off-horse,  is  similarly,  though   not    so  well 
dressed ;  the  only  reason,  I  could  learn,  for  his 
being  so  placed,  is,  that  as  the  horses  have  no 
blinkers,  he  can  whip  the  near  one  from  behind 
his  own  back,  without  being  seen  by  him.     But 
these  good  folks  generally  go  by  the  rule  of  con- 
trary, for  as  in  every  other  country  in  Europe,  a 
man  puts  his  shirt  inside  his  trousers,  the  Russians 
wear  theirs  outside ;  and  the  trousers,  worn  out- 
side the  boots  anywhere  else,  are  here  worn  in. 
Though  the  coachman  and  postilion  are  always 
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in  the  national  costume,  the  footmen  tire  in  gaudy, 
ill-chosen  liveries,  cocked  hats,  covered  with  gold 
or  silver  lace,  and  great  coata ;  and  are,  tlierefore, 
not  unlike  a  London  |iarish  beadle,  or  the  porters 
at  the  Burlington  Arcade.  In  apite  of  all  this 
finery  and  outward  show,  I  once  surprised  a  noble- 
man's footman  on  the  staircase  with  his  boot  off, 
arran^ng  a  dirty  piece  of  rag  round  his  foot,  in 
place  of  a  stocking. 

The  drosky,  the  national  vehicle,  is  the  hack- 
carriage  of  the  place ;  the  old-fashioned  ones  still 
in  use  at  Moscow  and  St.  Petersbui^h,  of  which 
there  are  but  few  here,  consist  merely  of  a  board, 
with  a  leather  cushion,  placed  on  springs,  with 
four  wheels  ;  the  back  is  low,  and  the  jarvie  and 
his  fare  ait  one  behind  the  other,  as  if  they  were 
on  horseback.  Those  of  Odessa  are  a  great  im- 
provement upon  this.  The  coachman  is  placed 
on  a  small  dickey,  and  the  seat  of  the  carriage  is 
wide  euough  for  two  people,  though  they  cannot 
sit  conveniently,  on  account  of  the  bench  which 
connects  the  seat  with  the  dickey  in  front.  When 
a  male  fare  is  alone,  he  throws  his  leg  over  J 
bench,  and  sits  as  in  a  saddle,  no  b 
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considering  the  chances  he  has  of  being  jolted  off 
by  the  holes  in  the  road.  The  women,  of  course, 
sit  sideways,  but  Russian  ladies  seldom  use  these 
carriages  "  en  ville." 

The  drosky  is  driven  with  one,  two,  or  three 
horses.     In  all  cases,  one  is  in  the  shafts,  with  a 
light  piece  of  wood  attached  to  them,  forming  an 
arch  over  his  head ;  to  the  centre  of  this  is  fastened 
a  kind  of  bearing  rein;  the  traces  draw  from  the 
nave  of  the  wheel ;  (the  case  also  with  the  carts  ;) 
the  bridle  and  other  parts  of  the  harness  are  orna- 
mented with  small  pieces  of  brass,  or  silver.     If 
two  horses  are  driven,  the  second  is  always  placed 
on  the  near  side,  his  head  drawn  a  little  down,  and 
outwards,  by  a  rein  attached  to  the  bit  for  the 
purpose ;  he  is  trained  to  canter,  and  show  him- 
self off,  while  the  other  does  nearly  all  the  work, 
at  a  rapid  trot :  when  there  are  three  horses,  the 
<>ne  on  the  opposite  side  is  also  harnessed  with 
his  head  outwards,  and  capers  in  the  same  way. 
A  drosky,  well  turned  out  in  this  manner,  is  by 
wr  the  prettiest  equipage  of  the  three  ;  and  when 
going  at  speed,  the  usual  pace,  the  horses  have 
^^e  effect  of  those  in  an  ancient  car. 
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On  Thursday  aiid  Sunday  evenings,  tlie  Duke 
de  Kichelicu  is  surrounded  by  a  crowd  of  sbabby 
and  broken-down  carriages,  which  set  down  their 
company  at  the  turnstile  that  forms  the  entrance 
to  the  Boulevard ;  a  few  cxclusivea,  however,  re- 
main in  their  calashes,  which  parade  up  and  down 
the  road  between  the  houses  and  the  trees,  the 
fair  occupants  occasionally  stopping  to  listen  to 
the  band,  or  to  flirt  with  some  aide-de-camp, 
all  lace,  feathers,  and  orders,  the  rattle  of  whose 
steel  scabbard  and  spurs  forms  a  useful  running 
accompaniment  to  the  conversation.  The  other 
side  of  the  caiTJage  is  occasionally  graced  by  » 
young  fofll  frolicking  about  his  mother,  one  of 
the  wheelers,  and  helping  himself  to  his  supper  i 
wliile  she,  irritated  at  the  circumstance,  destroys 
half  the  pleasure  of  the  tete-a-l5te  going  on  al 
tlie  door  by  her  fidgety  niovemeDts. 

The  toilette  of  these  Black-sea  belles  is  in  the 
extreme  of  fashion,  and  might  be  modified  with 
great  advantage  i  but  much  cannot  be  hoped  for 
in  that  way  amongst  a  society  in  which  painting, 
both  in  white  and  red,  even  in  the  day-time  and 
on  the  promenade,  is  commonly,  though  not  uoi- 
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versally,  to  be  observed.      But  independent  of 
the  very  last  fashion  of  Paris  and  Vienna,  every 
variety  of  nation  and  costume  may  be  seen  here. 
The     calpacked    Armenian    and    blue-breeched 
Greek,  whose  inexpressibles  Mynheer  Van  Dunck 
might  envy,  are  occasionally  to  be  seen  walking 
with  an  Albanian  in  his  fustaniella  and  capote; 
fezzed  and  turbaned  Turks,  servants  dressed  like 
Circassians,  Karaite,  and  other  Jews ;  some  Tar- 
tars, in  their   pink  pelisses  and  white  turbans; 
others  in  their  bourkas  and  woollen  caps.    To  these 
may  be   added,  papas,  in  broad  brimmed   hats, 
violet-coloured  robes  and  gold-headed  canes,  with 
beards  that  an  old-fashioned  Turk  would   have 
caressed  all  day  long;    schoolboys  of  the  Lycee 
in  military   uniform;    great   Russians,   malo   or 
little  Russians,  and  Russian  nurses,  particularly 
<listinguished    by   their   high   head-dress   of  red 
cloth  embroidered  in  gold.      The  men  who  sell 
ice,quass,  hot  drinks,  and  apricots,  (no  larger  than 
^ahiuts,)  are  in  the  usual  costume  of  the  mujiks, 
^  pink  shirt  and  blue  calico  trousers.     This  list 
^ay  be  closed  with  officers  in  every  kind  of  uni- 
form, civil,  military,  and  naval.     The  picturesque 
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effect  thai  tliis  great  variety  would  otherwise  have, 
is  always  exceedingly  subdued  by  the  dinj  and 
uncouth  appearance  of  the  lower  orders  and  the 
moat  "  outre "  Frank  dresses,  both  malo  and 
female,  of  all  classes. 

The  Emperor's  birth-day  was  ushered  in  here 
by  a  salute  irom  the  guard-ship,  not  better  fired 
than  the  one  we  heard  from  a  Turkish  frigate  in 
the  Bosphorus.  In  the  evening  the  Quadrant  and 
the  Boulevard  were  crowded  to  excess  to  see  the 
fireworks,  which  had  been  prorided  by  the  govern- 
ment for  the  amusement  of  the  inhabitants ;  tliey 
liad  a  very  good  effect,  and  were  answered  by 
rockois  from  the  guard-ship.  The  crowd  on  lhi« 
occasion  dispersed  witliout  a  cheer,  or  the  slightest 
expression  of  feeling  in  honour  of  the  day — Rus- 
sian etiquette.  The  only  promenade  besides  the 
"  Bulvar "  is  a  small  garden  near  the  Lycee,  ■ 
where  there  is  an  establishment  for  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  mineral  waters,  conducted  by 
a  German. 

The  shops  in  the  street,  which  runs  in  a  direct 
line  from  this  garden,  are  principally  Rusaiuti 
they  are  generally  of  one  story  with  i 
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front,  under  wliich  the  goods  are  piled  on  either 
side  the  door,  such,  at  least,  as  can  be  so  placed. 
They  consist  principally  of  common  groceries  and 
their  own  manufactures  in  brass,  iron,  and  cop- 
per; church  bells,  somovars,  cauldrons,  culinary 
utensils,  stoves,  and  oil-cloth,  coarse  linen,  cottons, 
and  woollens,  leather  gloves  for  the  istvostchiks,* 
hats,  and  bad  crockery.     Most  of  the  hardware  is 
from  Moscow  and   Tula:    the   knives  wretched 
imitations  of  English,  having  the  words  '*  shear 
steel,''  "  Smith,   Sheffield,"  and  the  crown  with 
"warrailted"  stamped  upon  them.     The  trades- 
man, or  his  shopman,  is  generally  bowing  at  the 
doors  of  these  dark  and  dingy  little  houses,  and 
calling  to  every  one  who  goes  by  to  turn  in.    This 
disagreeable  practice  prevails  in  all  parts  of  Rus- 
sia.   If  a  passenger  is  unfortunately  obliged  to 
^cept  their  invitation,  it  is  certain  he  will  be 
cleverly  cheated,  more  especially  if  a  foreigner, 
^d  accompanied  by  an  interpreter,  as  he  and  the 
shopkeeper  will  then  do  it  in  concert.     If  their 
^ctim  finds  them  out  in  their  roguery  they  laugh 
^  his  face,  and,  if  not,  behind  his  back.     This 

♦  Drosky-driver. 
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street,  nearly  a  mile  long,  leads  to  the  bazaar, 
which  is  laid  out  in  streets  and  square  market- 
places; it  haa,  however,  nothing  of  an  gnenlal 
character  about  it:  the  former  are  wide,  but 
the  houses  are  extremely  low,  dirty,  and  mean. 
The  entrance  to  it  is  crowded  by  servants  and 
workmen  waiting  to  he  hired  by  the  day.  The 
carpenters,  bricklayers,  san'yers,  and  masons 
have  their  impIemenLti,  (a  small  stock,)  in  bags  or 
baskets  on  their  backs;  the  washerwomen  and 
char -women  are  almost  without  clothes,  generally 
without  shoes  or  stockings,  and  many  evidently 
fresh  from  "a  cave"  after  a  night's  carouse. 

The  principal  markets  are  held  here  twice  a 
week ;  in  the  &ist  square  are  sold  bread,  butter, 
eggs,  bacon,  poultry,  and  vegetables :  the  stalb 
in  the  centre  are  occupied  by  Jew  moneychangers 
and  Russian  tea  venders,  with  their  somovars  and 
apparatus  before  them,  disposing  of  it  by  the  cup. 
The  street  to  the  next  square  is  lined  witli  tinmen, 
coopers  selling  tubs,  and  wooden  baths,  spoons, 
bowls,  cradles,  and  baskets  of  all  kinds ;  at  some  of 
the  other  stalls  are  sold  nails,  gridirons,  fjying- 
pans,  and  anchors,  sweetmeats  and  charcoal.  Flesh, 
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Ml,  and  game  are  sold  in  the  second  square : 
these  three  are  very  cheap,  but  of  inferior  quality, 
particularly  the  mutton;  the  sheep  are  of  the 
same  breed  as  those  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ; 
their  tails  weigh  from  three  to  eight  pounds,  and 
are  sometimes  so  large  that  two  wheels  and  a 
little  tray  are  obliged  to  be  placed  under  them 
to  enable  the  animal  to  move  about.  Veal  is  the 
best  meat. 

The  supply  of  fish  is,  generally  speaking,  good ; 
there  is  a  great  variety,  but,  with  one  or  two 
exceptions,  few  of  them  are  known  in  England ; 
amongst  these  are  the  sturgeon,  sterlet,  soudak, 
sgombri,   (a  kind   of  mackerel,)   thomback,   sea 

carp,  and  eels. 

« 

The  supply  of  game  is  very  uncertain,  and  the 
price  consequently  varies.  In  the  winter,  part- 
ridges are  snared  and  netted  in  great  quantities, 
^d  as  the  weather  enables  the  peasants  to  keep 
^em  for  several  days,  they  sometimes  arrive  in  the 
^i^ket  by  cartloads ;  and  on  these  occasions  they 
^ay  often  be  had  for  20  copecks  a  brace.  Hares 
*re  generally  from  80  copecks  to  1  rouble  80  co- 
pecks.    Woodcocks  are  always  poor,  and  remain 


tiid  good. 
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here  but  a  short  time.    Quails  plentiful  and  good. 
The  buiitard  is  a  fine  bird,  but  the  breast  < 
eatable ;  wild  fowl  are  numerous 

Jn  looking  over  some  accounts,  I  find  tfai 
hare,  one  bustard,  and  three  partridges,  cost,  e 
in  November,  5r.  80c.;  and  iu  the  end  of  that 
month, one  hare  and  two  partridges,  Ir,  20c.  But 
this  game,  though  large,  is  far  from  being  well- 
(lavoured.  The  poultry  is  rarely  good,  being  badly 
fatted;  fowls  are  from  Ir.  80c.  to  3r.  a  pair;  turkeys 
from  2r.  to  4-r.  a-piece ;  geese  a  little  cheaper.  Beef 
is  about  20c.  a  pound,  mutton  from  2r,  to  Sr.  the 
quarter;  leg  of  veal  Ir.  60c.;  calves'  feet  40c. 
Hulter,  madii  by  the  German  colonists  near  the 
town,  is  from  40c.  to  80c.  the  pound,  according 
to  the  season.  £ggs  from  SOc.  to  50c.  for  ten ; 
new-laid  ones  in  the  winter  lOc.  each ;  milk  about 
30c.  a  quarL  Potatoes  were  from  12r.  to  I4r, 
the  chetvert.  People  generally  lay  in  a  stock  of 
winter  vegetables ;  they  are  kept  In  sand  and  put 
in  the  cellars.  Cauliflowers,  strawberries,  and 
cherries  are  brought  from  Constantinople  by  the 
steamer  ;  the  former,  in  the  spring,  were  Ir.  40e> 
each;  the   boat  also  brings  lobsters  and  oyi 
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the  latter  excellent.  Fruit  is  very  cheap,  but, 
with  the  exception  of  water  melons  and  grapes, 
very  inferior ;  the  former  are  hawked  about  the 
streets  in  carts,  and  form,  with  black  bread,  the 
principal  food  of  the  lower  classes  during  the 
summer  months.  Those  from  the  Crimea  and 
Cherson  are  by  far  the  best.  Truffles,  the  pro- 
duction of  the  country,  are  not  to  be  compared 
^th  those  of  France.  The  oranges  are  cheap 
kut  bad;  the  greater  part  come  from  Sicily  and 
the  Archipelago.  Dried  fruits  are  inferior  to 
those  which  are  sold  in  England,  where  the  best 
of  every  thing  is  always  sent.  Charcoal  is  sold 
^y  the  cart-load,  and  comes  from  Bessarabia; 
when  purchased  in  small  quantities,  the  price  is 
S**.  the  chetvert.  Wood,  always  dear,  is  from  60r. 
^  120r.  the  sag^ne,  according  to  the  time  of  the 
year  it  io  laid  in,  and  the  supply  in  the  market. 
The  poor  people  bum  kissick  or  kippeetch,  dung 

mixed  with  straw,  most  offensive  while  burning, 

but  nevertheless  some  of  the  grandees  use  it  in 

their  kitchens. 
This  bazaar  is  two  miles  from  the  Boulevard, 

and  those  who  do  their  own  marketing  generally 
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proceed  there  in  bntzkas,  kibitkas,  pavoskies,  or 
droskies,  and  sometimes,  but  very  rarely,  the 
cook  in  a  great  house  is  sent  in  a  broken-down 
travelling  carriage  of  her  master's.  With  the 
exception  of  bread,  and  a  very  few  other  articles, 
the  necessaries  of  life  must  be  purchased  here, 
as  there  are  no  shops  for  meat,  game,  fish,  or 
poultry  in  the  town.  This  system  prevails  all 
over  Russia,  and  is  very  inconvenient.  In  tlie 
winter  it  is  a  miserable  thing  to  see  the  pro\isioDS 
turned  out  of  the  market  basket  entirely  frozen, 
the  eggs  as  hard  as  niaible,  the  beef  only  fit  to 
put  in  a  turning  lathe,  and  the  game  so  stiff,  that 
witli  a  little  assistance  from  the  wall,  the  btrda 
and  hares  stand  upon  the  kitchen  table  as  erect  u 
those  in  a  museum.  As  meat  is  of  a  poor  quality, 
this  makes  it  much  worse,  for  in  the  necessatj 
process  of  thawing,  aJl  the  goodness  runs  out  be- 
fore it  is  cooked,  and  when  placed  on  the  table  it 
is  scarcely  worth  eating. 

The  Jews  have  their  own  butchers,  for  they 
never  taste  any  meat  unless  the  animal  has  been 
killed  according  to  the  forms  prescribed  by  the 
Le\-itical   law.     This  must  be   done   under  the 
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ifflinediate  superintendence  of  their  Rabbis^  whose 
fees  for  performing  the  ceremony  keep  up  the 
price.  In  fact^  this  is  one  of  the  sources  of  revenue 
belonging  to  the  priesthood^  and  their  flocks  con- 
sequently pay  dearer  for  Xheir  mutton  than  any  one 
else  m  the  towiu 
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Tlic    ruircncj — Qald    uid    ailrer    minn — JSontj    oNDcd— 

cfaingen — Hiring  ■  wmal — Bauloard  oD  ■  Silardij — Jemiad 
otbcr  lonigiini — InaaraoFo  ofBca — A  Gmk  brokBT — Menbuu — 
A  Hoijble  fiainciet — Forei);!!  ihopksepei^ — ColanUt*  Hid  (sniUi 
— Cirtft-dc-KJoui— Thfl  bciglit  of  imjiudoncc. 

The  Jews  form  the  lai^eat  portion  of  the  foreign 
population ;  as  in  other  countries,  they  keep  them- 
selves distinct  from  tlicir  Gentile  neighbours,  and 
follow  any  vocation  by  which  they  can  turn  their 
wits  to  account.  A  few  are  very  rich  and  engaged 
in  banking  business ;  many  make  large  purchases 
of  imported  goods  from  the  foreign  merchants, 
and  sell  tliem  retail  in  their  own  shops.  Pre- 
viously to  the  Ukase  of  October,  1839,  great 
numbers  were  occupied  as  money  changers,  in- 
deed, nearly  the  whole  of  that  class,  with  die  ex- 
ception of  a  few  Greeks,  were  of  this  conunuiu^. 
That    decree   has,   however,   mateiially  reduced 
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their  numbers,  and  destroyed  this  branch  of  Jew- 
ish industry ;  a  few  are  still  left  who  change  notes 
into  silver,  or  the  reverse,  at  a  premium  of  half 
per  cent. 

Before  the  Ukase  in  question  was  in  force,  all 
taxes,  customs,  and  simis  due  to  the  state,  were 
received  in  government  paper  only ;  this  caused  a 
high  premium  on  notes,  as  much  as  eight  per 
cent,  when  I  arrived  at  Odessa.     The  value  of 
the  silver  rouble  (the  standard)  has,  by  this  Ukase, 
'>ecome  the  same  all  over   the   empire,  for   the 
taxes  are  now  taken  in  silver  as  well  as  paper. 
Previous  to  this  salutary  change  the  silver  rouble 
varied  in  almost  every  government.     In  Odessa 
It  was  worth  three  roubles  eighty  copecks,  (cop- 
per;) in  Moscow,  four  roubles,  and  in  Peters- 
buigh  three  roubles  and  seventy  copecks.     This 
financial  change  was  effected,  like  most  things  in 
Bussia,  without  giving   much  notice.      The  old 
paper  roubles  are  now  being  withdrawn,  and  the 
new  notes  which  have  been  issued  represent  the 
silver  rouble.     When  this  change  has  been  com- 
pleted, and   the   old  notes   have   entirely  disap- 
peared, the  currency  will  be   uniform,  and   the 
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paper  rouble,  like  oui  guinea,  a  nominal  coin. 
The  coinage  is  very  handsome,  and  the  silrcT  and 
copper  are  in  great  quantities;  the  former  is 
very  heavy.  Gold  is  scarce,  though  the  govern- 
ment returns  of  the  precious  metals  wovild  leave 
a  person  to  infer  that  there  is  an  abundance  of  it 
in  the  country. 


By  the  following  extract,  taken  from  the 
Government  Gacette,  it  appears  that  the 
gold  taken  from  the  mincB  of  Oural,  be- 
tween the  yean  1823  aiid  1838,  i 


Gold  taken  from  the  mountains  of  Altai 
and  Emersliinsk,  in  Siberia,  during  the 
aame  period,  amounted  to 


Gold  taken  from  the  mines  of  private  indi- 
viduals amounted  to,  in  the  same  period 
Total  from  the  mines  of  government 
and  those  of  private  indlvidualB 

The   plulina  taken  from  the  government 
mines  in  the  mountains  of  Oural.  during 
the  some  period,  amounted  to  . 
Ditto  from  the  mines  of  Demidoff 
Ditto  Irom  those  of  other  persons 


l,21(i  29  91  96 
13  13  6S   10 
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Pouds  Ibi.  sol.  grt. 
Silver  from  government    mines    in    the 

mountains  of  Altai,  during   the    same 

period  amounted  to       .  .  .    14,704    7  37  89 

Ditto  from  the  mines  of  Emershinsk  .     3,301  30  20     7 


18,005  37  58  28 


During  this  period,  that  is  between  the  years  of  1 823  and 
1838,  the  money  coined  amounted  to 
Gold  imperials  ....      8,548,213 

Silver  roubles 48,764,823 

Platina  pieces  of  the  value  of  three  silver  roubles      2,45  8,009 
The  gold  imperial  is  worth  about  ten  silver  roubles,  accord- 
ing to  the  agio  which  there  always  is  on  gold.     The  value  of 
tlie  silver  rouble  is  about  three  shillings  and  four-pence,  ac- 
cording to  the  exchange. 

To  return  from  this  long  digression  to  the 
money  changers :  their  general  rendezvous  is  the 
Greek  bazaar,  but  now  and  then  one  may  be 
seen  at  the  comer  of  some  remote  street  with  a 
dirty  table  in  front  of  him,  and  a  piece  of  chalk 
^  his  hand  to  assist  him  in  making  his  everlast- 

• 

i^g  calculations.  This  fellow,  however,  with  his 
shovel  hat  and  greasy  gaberdine,  long  matted  beard 
^d  anxious  eye,  who  looks  as  if  he  was  not  worth 
^^  skin  of  the  water-melon  he  has  just  thrown 
down  beside  him,  could,  upon  a  pinch,  and  for 
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a  proper  catmideraiion,  produce  some  thousands  of 
roubles. 

The  remainder  of  the  Israelites  are  usually 
employed  in  hawking  fruit,  tape,  gloves,  and 
pins,  staylaces,  dressing-gowiis,  hats,  tinware,  old 
clothes,  and  hooks,  ahout  the  streets ;  and  some, 
called  "  courtiers,"  make  a  livelihood  by  provtiUng 
families  with  servants,  and  acnanta  with  places. 
There  ia  an  office  for  conducting  tlus  business, 
and  a  person  requiring  any  of  these  (in  Odessa 
literally)  necessary  eetls,  sends  to  the  bureau  for 
one.  A  diiy  or  two  after,  the  courtier  makes  his 
appearance  with  the  lady,  to  be  looked  at  hke  a 
horse,  and,  if  approved  of,  taken  like  a  horse,  on 
his  warranty;  the  person  hiring  her  never  ex- 
pects to  obtain  any  further  information  about  her 
than  wliat  he  gains  fay  their  assertions  and  the 
use  of  liis  own  eyes.  If  she  continues  a  month 
with  her  employer,  the  bear-leader  expects  a  fee 
of  tliree  roubles ;  or  as  much  more  as  be  can  get. 

The  scene  on  the  Boulevard  on  a  Satur- 
day evening  is  peculiarly  striking.  It  is  tbeu 
thronged  by  the  Jewish  population,  and  tfane 
seems  to  be  a  tacit  agreement  amongst  the  Chris- 
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tians  to  abandon  it  to  them ;  very  few  individuals, 
not  of  their  race,  are  to  be  seen  there  on  that 
^t,  certainly  too  few  to  break  the  deadening 
effect  of  the  uniformity  of  their  sombre  costume. 
The  men  are  dressed  in  a  long  wrapper  which 
reaches  very  nearly  to  the  ground,  occasionally 
grey,  mostly  black ;  new,  or  ragged  and  rusty,  as 
may  suit  the  purse  or  the  habits  of  the  wearer. 
Though  generaUy  of  woollen,  they  are  sometimes 
of  silk,  and  the  exquisites,  for  there  are  a  few, 
have  them  of  satin ;  under  this  is  a  pair  of  black 
trousers  tucked  into  high  Wellingtons,  Russian 
^shion.     A  low-crowned  broad-brimmed  hat,  or 
a  black  cloth  cap,  edged  with  fur,  completes  the 
ugliest  costume  of  Europe  or  any  other  country. 
The  Italian  opera  furnishes  an  example  of  it  in 
the  Jew  pedlar  of  the  Gazza  Ladra.     The  eye, 
unfortunately,  is  not  the  only  organ  offended  by 
their  presence :  this  is  the  more  extraordinary,  as 
they  have  a  most  admirable  example  of  cleanliness 
before  them  in   their  Karaite    brethren.      The 
women  very  generally  dress  in  black,  with  a  grey 
scarf  or  kerchief  on  the  neck  ;  the  gown,  of  ordi- 
nary make,  is  of  rags  or  satin,  as  may  happen ; 
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their  head-dress  has  a  high  front,  divided  in  the 
centre  above  the  forehead,  and  covered  witli  black 
velvet  i  it  is  usually  ornamented  witli  gold,  jewels, 
and  quantities  of  seed  or  other  pearls.  &Iany  of 
these  tiaras  are  of  great  value,  and  descend  as 
heir-looms  in  their  respective  £imiUes.  I-ike  the 
men,  tlie  habits  of  the  women  are  dirty  in  the 
extreme.  Beauty,  by  no  meana  rare  amongst 
the  females  of  this  people  in  England,  Italy,  and 
many  other  parts  of  Europe,  is  never  seen  here, 
and  few  Rebeccas,  either  in  mind  or  form,  are  to 
be  found  in  Odessa,  though  Reginald  Front  de 
Bocufs  are  numerous.  The  Jews  herd  togetlier 
at  tl>eir  own  coffee-house  near  the  hotel  Richelieu, 
and  the  only  amusement  which  they  enter  inl« 
in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  public  is  Ibe 
theatre. 

They  were  formerly  exempt  from  military  «r^ 
vice,  but  the  present  Emperor  lets  no  biped  escape 
him  in  this  way,  and  has  lately  introduced  than 
into  the  army ;  a  sort  of  balance  to  Count  Woron- 
zoff's  philanthropy,  who  was  the  first  person  to 
take  tbem  by  the  hand,  and  by  whose  advice  they 
were  settled  in  this  part  of  Russia.     Though  it 


OTHER  FOREIGNERS.  QZI 

is  the  fashion  with  Russians  to  abuse  them^  and 
the  practice  of  some  travellers  to  descant  with 
great  virulence  upon  their  rapacity,  meanness, 
and  demoralization,  I  saw  no  reason  to  think 
them  worse  than  the  lower  orders  of  the  Russians 
in  the  towns,  certainly  not  in  Odessa,  where  I 
had  a  year's  experience  of  both.  As  to  honesty 
in  them,  or  any  other  portion  of  ttat  class  of  the 
inhabitants,  (exceptions  to  the  rule  allowed,)  it 
would  be  absurd  to  look  for  it;  in  sobriety  and 
general  usefulness,  they  had  the  advantage  over 

an. 

The  principal  foreign  merchants  here,  are 
Greeks,  Italians,  and  Germans;  the  only  two 
English  houses  in  the  town,  when  I  was  there, 
have  since  ceased  to  exist.  The  greater  part  of 
these  Greeks  may  truly  be  said  to  be  of  the  Lower 
Empire ;  and  their  success  is  owing  more  to  their 
cunning,  than  to  the  honourable  exertion  of  in- 
dustry and  fair  dealing.  One  of  the  richest 
amongst  them  originally  sold  oranges  about  the 
streets,  and  was  waiter  at  a  low  wine  shop.    There 

• 

^  much  more  of  the  broker  than  the  merchant 
^bout  them ;  in  fact,  many  are  little  more  than 
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agents,  and  caoDot  be  compared  with  the  mer- 
chants in  any  large  commercial  town  in  England, 
ot  on  tile  Continent,  cither  in  intelligence  or  libe- 
rality. The  acts  of  rogncry  committed  here,  are 
scarcely  to  be  believed;  in  any  other  mercantile 
community,  a  person  guilty  of  them  would  be  a 
marked  man,  and  would  not  dare  to  show  his  face 
again  on  the  Exchange.  A  Greek  broker,  who 
forged  a  bill  for  ten  thousand  roubles,  during  my 
stay,  was  at  large  a  month  afterwards ;  his  coun- 
trymen, having  subscribed  the  sum  amongst  them, 
succeeded  in  defeating  tlie  measures  of  justice; 
and  after  this  whitewashing,  he  was  no  worse 
looked  upon  tlian  he  had  been  before. 

Five  out  of  the  six  insurance  companies  that 
have  been  established  here,  at  diiferent  periods, 
have  failed,  and  then-  ruin  was  greatly  accelerated 
by  the  dishonest  speculations  of  one  of  tlie  most 
wealthy  persons  in  the  town.  This  man,  h&viag 
a  country-house  near  the  sea,  had  numerous 
opportunities  of  ascertaining  which  were  the  most 
inefhcicnt  captains  and  crews  of  the  lotkos  en- 
gaged in  the  coasting  trade,  between  Odessa  and 
Cherson.      These  vessels  he  invariably  insoi 
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some  of  tbem  were  scarcely  sea-worthy,  but  the 
crews  of  many  that  were,  if  they  met  with  any- 
thing of  a  breeze,  ran  the  lotka  aground,  and 
taking  to  the  small  boat,  went  on  shore.  If  the 
vessel  held  together,  they  continued  their  voyage ; 
if  not,  she  went  to  pieces,  and  this  **  richard"  poc- 
keted the  insurance ;  while  rumour  frequently 
pointed  him  out  as  having  connived  at  the  circum- 
stance. 

With  few  exceptions,  the  merchants  of  Odessa 
bave  brought  themselves  into  such  disrepute,  that 
it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  obtain  credit  in  Lon- 
don ;  but  a  man's  honesty,  in  the  former  place,  is 
quite  as  likely  to  impede  his  success  as  to  promote 
*t.    However  revolting  to  his  principles,  he  is 
obliged,  occasionally,  to  bend  to   circumstances, 
^d  meet  the  men  he  has  to  deal  with  with  their 
^^  weapons.     One  peculiarity,  which  I  never 
^6t  with  any  where  else,  was  here  forced  upon 
^y  observation  continually, — let  me  converse  with 
^bom  I  might,  high  or  low,  he  was  always  sure 
^  Warn  me,  as  a  stranger,  against  the  rascality  of 
^e  inhabitants.     This  happened  much  too  often 
*or  me  to  suppose  that  the  speaker  was  an  excep- 
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tion  to  liis  own  rule)  and  therefore,  it  left  the 
account  of  lionest  men  small  indeed,  and  justi- 
fied mj  forming  a  general  opinion  of  each  man's 
class  by  these  admissions,  which  1  found  after- 
wards amply  borne  out  by  facta.  These  mer- 
chants have  no  intercourse  with  one  another; 
mutual  suspicion  seems  to  destroy  all  social  feel- 
ing. They  meet  only  at  the  parlatoire,  the  bourse, 
the  cafe,  the  theatre,  and  three  subscription  balls, 
during  the  winter.  A  few  frequent  the  house  of 
Count  WoroDZoff,  on  public  evenings,  where  their 
wives,  by  their  extravagant  display  of  dress,  paint, 
and  jewellery,  contrive  to  dispose  of  a  little — 
indeed,  not  a  little — of  their  husband's  superabun- 
dant wealth,  who  sit  down  to  fifty-copeck  wbist, 
and  when  they  lose,  leave  the  table,  looking  aa 
sour  as  their  own  villanous  Tenedoa  wine. 

The  collector  of  customs,  Mr.  L ,  a  thorough 

bon  vivant,  and  a  very  amusing  fellow,  proposed 
to  the  Government  that,  as  Lafitte  was  prefer- 
able to  this  horrible  composition  of  vinegar  and 
rosin,  the  duties  which  were  nearly  double  on  the 
claret,  should  be  lowered  a  few  roubles,  and  the 
Greek  raised,  so  that  tho;igh  an  advantage  would 
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be  gained   by  Mr.  L and  the  public,  the 

Government  would  lose  nothing  by  the  alteration. 
But  this  very  just  and  sensible  proposition  was 
not  acceptable  to  the  Minister  of  Foreign  affairs, 
who  thought  it  of  more  consequence  to  keep  the 
Greeks  in  good  humour* 

The  principal  foreign  shopkeepers,  German 
and  French,  live  in  the  Rue  Richelieu  ;  some  of 
them  are  of  the  first  guild,  and  pay  three  thousand 
roubles  a-year  for  permission  to  trade ;  a  decent 
tax  upon  commercial  enterprize,  and  in  a  country 
^We,  according  to  the  statistics  of  the  "  Journal 
des  Debats,"  a  few  years  ago,  there  were  only 
300,000  merchants.  Amongst  the  Germans  may 
^®  particularly  mentioned  the  house  of  Stiffel, 
Brothers ;  almost  an^  article  of  English  manu- 
*^ture,  and  many  of  French  and  Swiss,  may  be 
procured  here ;  they  have  also  a  large  establish- 
ment for  the  sale  of  china  and  glass,  paper,  porter, 
^^>  and  drugs.  Wagner,  a  German,  is  in  the 
^e  way  of  business,  but  not  on  so  large  a  scale. 
^he  principal  French  shops  are  those  of  Ventre, 
^  feres,  Rubeaud,  Guerin,  Neiiman,  Beranger, 
^d  Martin,  and  the  booksellers  Sauron  and  Mie- 
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ville,  Thifl  ia  the  moat  respectable  class  of  people 
in  tlie  town,  and  the  only  one  with  whom  a  stran- 
ger can  deal  in  coniiilence.  The  small  shopkeep- 
ers are  Germans,  Greeks,  Italians,  and  Levanters 
of  every  description,  amongst  whom  it  would  be 
difficuJt  to  soy  which  are  the  greatest  rogues.  All 
the  apothecaries  are  Germans,  and  if  a  person 
requires  bleeding,  a  Greek  bather  is  called  in, 
who  does  itvrith  a,  fleam!  The  rest  of  the  foreign 
population  are  colonists  and  servants ;  the  former, 
who  live  in  the  environs,  supply  the  market  with 
vegetables,  butter,  eggs,  and  poultry ;  they  bring 
their  goods  into  the  town  in  long  German  wagons 
without  springs,  which  are  very  generally  driven 
by  the  women,  who  are  always  in  the  way  on  the 
road.  In  one  of  my  visits  to  the  Bazaar,  two  of 
these  female  charioteers,  each  in  possession  of  a 
rein,  drove  their  pole  right  through  the  body  of 
my  drosky,  and  nearly  broke  my  leg.  The  foreign 
servants  are  either  from  the  colonies,  or  are  the 
sharks  and  outcasts  of  their  respective  countries, 
whether  Greeks,  Italians,  or  Germans ;  and  are, 
without  exception,  dirty,  dishonest,  given  to  drink? 
ing,  and  whoUy  destitute  of  respect,  citbepl 
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their  employers  or  themselves.     As  before  stated, 
no  character  is  asked  for,  and  consequently,  they 
have  no  idea  of  the  value  of  one,  and  act  accord- 
ingly.    The  only  security  a  person  has  against 
being  robbed  of  whatever  they  can  lay  their  hands 
upon,  is  their  "  carte-de-sejour."     But  this,  if  he 
cannot  read  Russ,  sometimes  turns  out  a  forgery. 
Being  anxious  to  know  the  form  of  one  of  them, 
I  requested  an  acquaintance  to  translate  it,  and 
was  not  a  little  amused  to  find  out  that  it  was 
part  of  a  marriage  settlement.     This  paper  the 
Emperor  provides  them  with,  every  year,  at  the 
rate  of  twenty    roubles,    and    on     entering    a 
service,  they  are  obliged  to  give   it  up  to    the 
Blaster.     Robbed  he  will   be,  of  course,  in  all 
articles  of  housekeeping ;  but  this  is  never  thought 
^  afiair  for  the  police  by  either  party,  nor  would 
^ey  take  any  cognizance  of  it.     They  consider 
pilfering    in    tliis   way  legitimate.     A  friend  of 
^e,  an  old  resident,  told  me  that,  having  been 
cheated  to  an  unusual  extent,  in  fact,  far  beyond 
^nat  was  customary  and  expected,  he  bought  a 
P^r  of  scales,  in  order  to  check  the  rascality  of 
^e  delinquent — liis  cook;  and  the  next  market 


034i  T"E  HELQIIT  OF  IMPliDENCE. 

day,  the  "  frau,"  on  her  return  from  the  bazaar, 
was,  to  her  great  astooishment,  desired  to  weigh 
her  purchases  in  his  presence.  Down  went  her 
basket,  and  eyeing,  first  tlie  emblem  of  justice, 
and  then  her  master  from  head  to  foot,  she  put 
her  arms  a-kinibo,  and  said,  "  What,  mein  herr ! 
do  you  think  I'll  live  in  a  house  where  scales  are 
kept  ?  uein,  nein  !  yau  must  get  some  one  else  to 
do  your  marketing  ;"  adding,  in  her  elegant  patois, 
"  Mein  Gott !  ich  nich  wol." 

I  shall  conclude  this  description  of  the  foreign 
population  of  this  town  in  the  words  of  one  who 
appears  to  have  been  a  keen  observer,  and  a  com- 
petent judge : — "  Rogues  go  to  Pera  to  Icom  tiieir 
trade,  and  when  poiJect,  to  Odessa  to  practise  it." 
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"Hm  CoantesB  Woroozoff  at  home — Ruisiao  whist — A  soiree  in  Lent 
—A  fiuncy  ball — A  lady  with  two  hatbands — Climate  of  Odessa — 
The  intoior  of  a  post-house  in  a  "  meetell  ** — The  cattle  in  a  snow 
>tona  on  the  steppe— Merinos. 

Count  Woronzoff  entertains  all  the  winter,  and 
^ice  a  week,  the    principal  inhabitants  are  re- 
ceived :  on  these  occasions,  the  society  is  not  very 
select,  as  many  of  very  slender  pretensions  to  the 
'honour,  are  admitted  by  the  Count's  good-nature, 
^s  kindness  and  hospitality,  particularly  to  Eng- 
*^stmen,  are  too  well  known  to  need  any  remark. 
*^esides  the  noblemen  of  the  town,  all  the  civil 
^^d  miUtary  employes  are  to  be  seen  here.     The 
^^usements    consist    of   music,    dancing,    round 
S^es,  and  whist ;  at  the  latter,  much  larger  sums 
^^y  be  lost  than  with  us,  for  the  mode  of  scoring 
^  totally  different,  and  the   calculations    are    so 


much  more  numerous,  that  they  are  kept  with  n 
piece  of  chalk  on  the  tahle.  In  tliia  method  of 
playing,  the  ten  counts  as  an  houour ;  and  thou|^  ■ 
al]  the  honours  are  reckoned  as  points,  and  pudli 
for  accordingly,  yet  the  gome  con  only  be  won  bj"  \ 
tricks.  For  instance:  the  points  are  ten,  as  at  i 
long  whist ;  each  party  draws  a  chalk  line  beford  J 
him,  on  the  table,  the  score  for  honours  being  ' 
kept  at  one  end  of  it,  and  for  tricks  at  tha  J 
other: 


A  and  B, 

n  the  lint  hand,  icate 

Trick!    nmonj 


in  the  lecond  hand,  Kore 
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win  twoy  though  they  lose  the  game.  The  score 
of  the  former  will  be  2S,  while  that  of  the  latter 
is  25;  C  and  D^  therefore,  mark  the  difference 
between  these  two  numbers  above  their  line,  and 
^h  party  effiices  his  score,  and  they  commence 
the  second  game, 

A  and  B  C  and  D 

0  2 


0  0 

^d  80  on  to  the  third,  if  it  happens  to  be  a  long 
rubber.  Had  A  and  B  won  the  most  points,  as 
^eli  as  the  game,  they  would  have  marked  their 
^ore  above  their  line,  and  their  adversaries  the 
^^e  nimiber  under  theirs.  Brushes  are  provided 
^r  efiacing  the  score. 

^ring  Lent,  the  place  of  other  amusements 
*^8  supplied  by  "  petits  jeux"  and  music.  The 
^ilette  of  the  ladies  was  remarkable  :  so  great  is 
^^  rivalry  on  this  point,  that  none  consider  how 
^  the  costliness  of  their  attire  may  be  consistent 
^^^b  their  circumstances  ;  and  the  wife  of  a  poor 
^d  embarrassed  employe  takes  care  to  be  as  richly 
^^ssed  as  that  of  a  merchant  rolling  in  roubles. 
*^^auty  is  not  scarce,  but  the  painting  and  the 
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niaiiners  neutralize  much  of  its  effect ;  and   the 
conversation  of  the  ladles  is  nearly  limited  to  J 
scandal  of  the  day. 

The  fancy  bull  given  at  the  Count's  ' 
Eastert  was  very  splendid ;  the  milliners'  bilb 
were  said  to  have  amounted  to  50,000  roubles, 
and  the  tailors'  to  half  as  much.  On  this  occa- 
sion, I  went  in  regimentals,  and  as  the  dancing 
was  going  on,  an  aide-de-camp  of  my  acquaintance 
came  up  to  me,  on  the  part  of  some  ladies,  to  aak 
if  it  was  a  naval  uniform  1  Though  the  costumee 
were  the  great  attraction  of  the  evening,  the  cha- 
racter that  most  excited  my  attention  was  a  lady 
with  two  husbands !  and  she  was  not  a  solitary 
instance  of  bigamy  in  Russian  society.  Her  firrt 
lord,  having  been  concerned  in  some  conspiracy 
against  the  government,  was  banished  to  Siberia ; 
and  being,  therefore,  civilly  dead,  she  took  advan- 
tage of  the  circumstance,  and  married  her  present 
Imsband,  Prince  G .  The  change  had  appa- 
rently turned  out  much  to  her  satisfaction,  for  her 
"abandon,"  activity,  and  indefatigable  exertions 
in  the  quadrille  first  attracted  my  attention.  If 
her  former  husband  returns,  he  will  have  no  q 
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to  her.     The  Emperor  can  break  a  marriage,  as 

easily  as  a  corporal. 
The  bitter  cold  of  a  winter  night,  after  these 

beated  rooms,  was  more  than  unpleasant ;  in  fact, 
the  climate  of  Odessa,  described  by  some  people 
as  that  of  Italy,  is  far  from  resembling  it  in  any 
respect ;  the  remark  would  be  applied  with  more 
justice  to  the  south  coast  of  the  Crimea.  The  la- 
titude of  this  town,  though  the  same  as  Milan,  is  no 
criterion  in  judging  of  its  temperature,  the  locality 
18  SO  different.  Between  the  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea  and  the  arctic  circle,  there  is  scarcely  a  hill 
^  break  the  force  of  the  northern  blasts,  which, 
1^  the  winter,  sweep  over  this  vast  tract  of  snow, 
^  unlike  the  plains  of  Italy,  sheltered  by  the 
^^,  Savoy,  and  German  Alps.  The  extremes 
^^  heat  and  cold  are  sometimes  quite  extraordi- 
^7;  and  the  thermometer  ranges  from  25°  to 
^  in  the  shade,  during  the  summer,  down  to 
*8^  and  sometimes,  though  rarely,  2i°  of  Reau- 
^%  m  the  winter.  While  we  were  here,  it  was 
'•^equently  27**  in  the  former  season,  and  19**  in 
^•ie  latter. 
With  the  exception  of  a  very  few  showers,  by  no 
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mcans  suiHcient  to  lay  the  dust  for  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  the  summer  is  one  continued  drought, 
and  the  dryness  of  the  atmosphere  is  extreme. 
A  map,  that  I  thought  perfectly  dry,  when  I 
tacked  it  up  against  the  wall,  for  it  had  been  in 
constant  use,  iu  the  course  of  a  week  drew  the 
nails,  and  I  foimd  it  curlod  up  on  the  floor.  Con- 
trary to  what  might  be  expected,  the  mad  from 
the  south  is  the  coolest  and  most  refreshing ;  that 
from  the  north,  in  its  progress  over  the  parched 
and  burning  steppe,  arrives  at  Odessa  hke  a  hot 
wind  in  India.  Storms  of  wind  sometimes  rise 
so  suddenly,  that  before  the  windows  can  be 
closed,  several  of  them  are  broken ;  and  the  flap- 
ping of  the  Venetian  blinds  and  the  doors  of  the 
apartments,  together  with  the  clouds  of  dust,  put 
the  house  into  a  state  of  confusion  and  uproar, 
iirom  top  to  bottom.  In  one  of  these  tornadoes, 
an  English  servant  of  mine  was  nearly  precipitated 
into  the  street  by  the  Venetian,  which,  in  her 
endeavours  to  close  it,  all  but  pulled  her  over  th? 
sill  of  the  window.  These  storms,  which  some- 
times continue  two  or  three  days,  do  a 
of  damage  to  the  shipping,  and  the  dark 
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douds  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay  completely 
conceal  the  coast. 

Dysentery  and  nervous  fevers  prevail  here 
daring  the  great  heats ;  the  former  attacks  chil- 
dren, who  seldom  recover ;  but  those  who  can  do 
80,  generally  remove  them  into  the  country  in  the 
summer.  The  greatest  number  of  deaths  take 
place  in  this  season,  and  are,  on  the  whole  popula- 
tion, about  one  in  thirty.  There  is  no  rain  till 
l&te  in  the  autunm.  October  and  part  of  No- 
vember are  the  most  agreeable  months.  The 
winter  sets  in  rather  suddenly  about  the  middle  of 
the  latter  with  hard  frosts.  As  the  winter  season 
advances,  the  snow  storms  become  extremely  vio- 
lent. Five  years  ago,  four  hundred  of  the  draught 
oxen  employed  in  bringing  corn  into  the  town 
Were  snowed  up,  and  perished  in  the  streets; 
*nd  such  was  the  severity  of  the  weather  that 
^ey  were  not  dug  out  till  ten  days  afterwards. 
^  the  early  part  of  that  winter  Odessa  was 
^ted  by  a  most  tremendous  gale,  which  blew 
dead  on  shore,  and  as  there  were  many  ships  in 
^6  roads,  the  consuls  and  principal  merchants, 
^th  a  number  of  the  inhabitants,  went  down  to 
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tie  port  to  watch  the  progress  and  effects  of  the 
storm.  Towards  evening,  however,  it  increased 
to  such  a  hurricane,  that  it  was  impossible  to  re- 
main any  longer  on  the  quay,  and  they  returned 
home,  feeling  certain  that  before  morning  many  a 
fine  fellow  would  have  gone  to  his  last  account. 
During  the  first  part  of  the  night  guns  were  re- 
peatedly fired  as  signals  of  distress;  this  only  con* 
firmed  tliem  in  their  opinion,  and  they  were  not 
a  Httle  astonished  the  next  morning,  on  hurrj'ing 
to  the  port  in  expectation  of  seeing  the  shore  lined 
with  the  fragments  of  the  vessels,  to  find  them  all 
frozen  up.  Two  of  the  ships,  that  had  dragged 
their  anchors  close  in  shore,  were  actually  saved 
from  being  total  wrecks  by  this  extraordinary 
change.  The  sea  was  in  hillocks  of  ice,  and  the 
crews  on  it.  The  thermometer  stood  at  24r  of 
Reaumur.  The  port  was  frozen  up  for  two 
mouths  the  winter  we  were  there,  and  the  sea  also 
as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

In  the  snow  storms  called  "  mitells,"  communi- 
cation ceases  all  over  the  steppe,  and  a  post  house 
is  sometimes  crammed  to  suiTocation  by  travellers 
who  have  just  had  time  to  take  refuge  in  it.     The 
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room,  heated  by  a  stove^  and  not  more  than  ten 
feet  sqoare,  is  frequently  occupied  by  thirty  or 
forty  persons,  and  though  the  snow  is  occasionally 
ihovelled  away  from  the  door,  it  soon  collects  from 
the  drift,  and  prevents  any  air  entering  from  with- 
out   Probably,  twenty-five  out  of  the  thirty  thus 
huddled  together  are  mujiks,  whom  *'  all  the  per- 
finnes  of  Arabia"  could  not  sweeten.     This  hovel 
won  answers  the  double  purpose  of  a  place  of  refuge 
uid  a  vapour  bath,  and  the  chances  of  suffocation, 
hecome  apparently,  though  not  in  reality,  the  same 
wiside  as  out.     A  week,  perhaps  ten  days,  pass  in 
to  manner,  without  the  possibility  of  moving ;  the 
•ole  occupation  of  the  inmates  being  their  meals, 
^f  a  visit  to  the  door  to  get  a  little  air  and  consult 
4e  weather.    Towards  the  close  of  their  imprison- 
ment, the  provisions  fail,  and  they  are  at  length 
'^uced  to  bread,  which  looks  as  if  it  were  made  of 
«e  black  alluvial  soil  of  the  steppe,  and  kvass,*  in 
^parison  with  which  bad  small  beer  is  nectar. 
*^e  look-out  continues  the  same.     The  vast  ex- 
panse beyond  the  hut  is  like  a  sea  of  snow,  with- 
^t  a  house,  hedge,  tree,  or  sign-post  to  break  its 
*  The  national  drink,  made  from  rye,  boiled  and  fermented.   • 
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dreary  uniformity.  The  sky  is  snow,  the  air  is 
snow,  and  they  return  to  their  vapourt  with  the 
comfortable  convicUon  that  they  are  not  mitd- 
ded,  which  soinetimeB  happens,  but  tnoteed  up. 
Those  poor  creaturee  who  travel  on  foot  are  still 
worse  off;  unable  to  reaeh  shelter  of  any  kind 
before  they  are  overtaken  by  the  "mitell,"  thej 
not  unfrequeutly  sink  exhausted  in  the  drift,  tod 
are  never  heard  of  till  their  bodies  are  expoM^^ 
by  the  first  thaw. 

The  cattle  never  face  the  "  nutells ;'"  if  4 
taken  by  one,  when  grazing  to  leeward  of  t 
sheds,  they  never  attempt  to  regain  them,  and,  in- 
capable  of  resistance,  are  driven  forward  by  its 
fury.  On  they  go,  lashed  by  the  wind  and  drift- 
ing snow,  until  cold  and  hunger  excite  in  tbem  • 
kind  of  frenzy ;  and  in  this  state  they  rush  down 
the  ravines,  or  if  near  the  coast,  into  the  sea, 
where  their  protracted  sufferings  terminate  with 
their  lives.  To  avoid  tliis  dreadful  scourge,  the 
shepherds,  to  the  close  of  autumn,  graze  tlieir 
flocks  and  cattle  to  the  north  and  windward  of 
their  shelter.  But  in  spite  of  this  precaatMB>  i 
great  numbers  of  merinos  perish    every  ; 
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from  the  want  of  proper  and  sufficient  protection. 
The  introduction  of  this  animal  into  the  south  of 
Russia  has  been  attended  with  great  success ;  the 
wealthiest  foreign  sheep-owners  are  Swiss. 

The  principal  establishments  of  merinos  are 
between  Odessa  and  Cherson^  and  one  on  a  very 
laige  scale  is  now  forming  in  the  Ciimea.  Where 
great  attention  and  care  have  been  paid,  these 
speculations  have  answered  well,  and  those  en- 
gaged in  them  have  realized  considerable  sums. 
The  greatest  part  of  the  wool  is  consumed  in 
Hussia,  principally  in  the  cloth  manufactories  of 
Moscow.  The  want  of  water  is  severely  felt  in 
^e  steppe^  and  the  sheep  suffer  accordingly.  The 
^eat  is  rank  and  bad. 

In  this  part  of  the  world,  every  body  and  every 
thing  smells  of  pipe-clay,  and  a  Russian  sheep 
owner  whose  flocks  are  large,  talks  of  his  stock  by 
divisions,  brigades,  and  companies.  I  have  no 
doubt  there  exists  a  manual  exercise  of  the  crook. 
In  18S8,  Count  Woronzoff  introduced  the  Leices- 
tershire breed  of  sheep  into  this  part  of  Russia ; 
they  have  been  crossed  with  the  Wallachian  and 
Moldavian,  and  are  doing  well. 


CHAFFEE   XVin. 

The  WM  in  Circuui — Geoj«plil(«l  pontion — Andenl  LM 
nunncn  of  the  Clrcauiuf  Tlieir  fiddil;  md  rriflD 
nibjugaled — RighU  oF  Ihs  PorU — Tresl)'  of  Adrian opie — Trade  in 
(ItTH — RuBiian  motiTei  for  miking  thr  wir — CoaKCkl — Ztfon- 
gam — Thcirinilependenu^— ConiHjtTearei—DegeDencT — AVidelte. 

As  the  spring  advanced,  Odessa  assumed  a  warlike 
aspect,  for  several  tliousand  men  marched  into  the 
town  and  embarked  for  Circassia  in  several  line-of- 
battle  ships  sent  from  Sevastopol  for  the  purpose. 
They  were  all  young  men,  and  in  excellent  order, 
but  badly  officered.  At  the  review  which  took 
place  previously  to  their  departure,  I  was  not  8 
little  amused  by  seeing  a  batch  of  orderlies  go 
down  the  rear  ranks  with  clothes-brushes  in  tbeit 
hands,  and  apply  them  to  the  back  of  every  man 
all  along  the  line.  Considering  the  service  they 
were  going  upon,  this  looked  droll  enoi^h. 
These  men  were  part  of  the  force  sent  to  recover 
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the  ground  the  Russians  had  lost  in  the  early  part 
of  the  year.  The  successes  of  the  Circassians 
fonned  during  the  winter  one  of  the  most  ani- 
mating  topics  of  conversation  amongst  the  foreign- 
en  of  my  acquaintance,  and  induced  me  to  take  a 
Hvely  interest  in  their  fate ;  the  result  of  which  is 
the  following  slight  sketch  of  their  history,  and 
the  oiigin  and  nature  of  the  war. 

The  limits  of  Circassia  appear  to  have  been  al- 
inost  the  same  in  ancient  as  they  are  in  modem 
times.  Situated  between  the  Black  and  Caspian 
Seas,  it  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  steppes 
'^ordering  the  Kuban  and  Terek,  on  the  east  by 
I^hestan,  to  the  south  by  Georgia  and  Immeri- 
"*»  and  to  the  west  by  the  Black  Sea ;  the  great- 
^  length  of  this  tract  being  about  230  leagues, 
^d  breadth  35.  With  the  exception  of  the  coun- 
^  near  the  Terek,  the  whole  extent  is  a  moun- 
^ous  range  descending  in  ridges  from  the  snowy 
^^mits  of  the  Elberouz,  and  forming,  as  in  the 
*yj^enees  and  Alps,  a  barrier  between  the  coun- 
^6s  lying  on  either  side  of  their  base. 

The  historians  of  Greece  describe  the  early  in- 
*^Ditants  of  Circassia  as  a  wild  race,  with  all  the 


habits  of  savage  life-  Those  on  the  shore  of  the 
Euxine  are  spoken  of  by  Strabo  in  his  second 
book.  He  says :  "  After  the  Sindice  at  Gor^p- 
pia  along  the  sea,  are  the  Achaizygi,  Heniochi  on 
the  coast,  nearly  without  harbours  and  mountain- 
oua,  nhicb  forms  part  of  the  Caucasian  range.  * 
•  •  •  It  was,  as  the  Greeks  say,  at  the 
time  of  Jason's  expedition,  that  the  Acbaia 
PhthiotiE,  who  came  in  llie  train  of  thia  hero, 
established  themselves  in  this  part  of  the  coast, 
which  received  from  them  the  name  of  Achua. 
Some  Lacedfemonians  also,  commanded  by  Am- 
phistratus  and  llheus,  the  charioteers  of  Dloacu- 
res,  fixed  themselves  in  another  part,  which  for 
this  reason  took  the  name  of  Henioclii."  The  an- 
notator  in  the  French  edition  of  Strabo,  &om 
which  I  took  this  extract,  supposes  that  either  at 
one  Ume  or  another,  the  Heniochi  ceded,  if  not 
all,  at  least  the  greaCcst  part  of  their  territoiy  to 
the  Abasians,  who  came  from  Colchis ;  nod  he 
adds,  "  these  are  now  the  Circassians."  The  ori- 
ginal inhabitants,  liowever,  of  Colchis  were 
Egyptians,  settled  there  by  Sesostris,  and 
seems  little  reason  to  imagine,  from  the  pm 
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characteristics  of  the  Circassians,  that  his  suppo- 
stioQ  is  correct ;  there  is  far  greater  probability 
that  the  tribes  on  the  coast  are  descended  from 
the  Greeks.  Their  habits  also  are  thus  described 
by  the  same  historian :  "  All  these  people," — still 
speaking  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  coast, — "are 
piratically  disposed,  and  carry  on  their  profession 
in  small  ressels  made  of  thin  planks,  narrow  and 
hght,  and  generally  carrying  as  many  as  twenty- 
five  men,  and  occasionally,  though  seldom,  thirty. 
The  Greeks  call  these  vessels  camarse.  These 
P^ple,  I  repeat,  arm  considerable  fleets  of  cama- 
^\  and,  masters  of  the  sea,  they  take  merchant 
vessels,  pillage  the  towns  and  the  coast.  The 
^H)6phorians  assist  them  in  their  depredations,  and 
opening  their  ports,  give  them  every  opportunity 
®f  exhibiting  and  selling  their  plunder.  Return- 
^  to  their  country  where  there  is  no  shelter  for 
^rir  vessels,  they  carry  their  camara;  on  their 
"^^into  the  woods,  which  they  appear  to  inhabit 
^  preference  to  the  plains,  where  the  ground  is 
"*d;  and  they  bring  them  to  the  beach  again 
^hen  the  proper  season  for  sailing  is  arrived, 
iney  carry  on  the  same  measures  in  foreign  coun- 
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trieS)  and  fix  upou  awampy  places  where  they  can 
put  the  camarse  wlieu  they  sally  forth  to  capture 
slaves ;  but  when  they  have  made  any  prisoners, 
they  easily  consent  to  their  ransom,  and  point  out 
to  their  relations  the  places  to  which  the  captives 
have  been  carried.  Amongst  the  tribes  which  are 
governed  by  their  own  princes,  an  ill-treated  stran- 
ger will  find  supporters ;  the  different  princes  \vould 
protect  him  one  against  the  other.  They  make 
war  against  each  other,  and  possess  themselves  of 
the  camartF  and  their  appointments.  In  the  can- 
tons subject  to  the  Romans,  a  tiaveUer  has  little 
resource ;  the  magistrates  are  too  negligent," 

Such  was  the  origin,  and  such  were  the  man- 
ners of  the  ancient  Circassians,  and  though  their 
descendants  have  retained  some  deformities  uf 
character,  they  have  also  preserved  many  noble 
qualities.  Fidelity  and  &iends)iip  are  their  great 
characteristics;  they  are  the  very  soul  of  hospi- 
tality, and  a  stranger's  life  is  as  safe  in  the  haitda 
of  bis  '*  Konack,"  the  prince  be  has  chosen  for  his 
protector,  as  it  would  be  in  the  most  civilized 
country.  When  we  add  to  these  virtues,  their 
ardent  love  of  liberty,  and  the  valour  with  which 
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they  have  preserved  it  upwards  of  three  thousand 
jeaiSy  it  cannot  be  considered  extraordinary  that 
they  cherish  it  so  jealously  against  a  people  so 
utterly  insensible  to  every  feeling  of  the  kind  as 
the  Russians. 

Ancient  authors  give  us  no  account  of  the  en- 
tire subjugation  of  Circassian  A  part^  or  as  Strabo 
wys,  "a  few  cantons  were  subject  to  the  Ro- 
inans,"  and  one  of  Pompey's  triumphs  was  graced 
by  some  of  its  inhabitants,  probably  made  pri- 
soners in  the  war  with  Mithridates.  That  monarch, 
who  is  called  by  Cicero  "  the  greatest  king  since 
4e  time  of  Alexander,"  and  who  for  six-and- 
twenty  years  held  out  against  the  power  of  Rome 
^  her  best  days,  never  had  possession  of  the 
country,  though  his  dominions  surrounded  a  great 
Pwt  of  it.  In  fact,  he  can  have  had  but  little 
^uence  there ;  for,  finding  on  his  arrival  at  Dios- 
^^^^,  (Iskuria,)  after  his  defeat  by  Pompey,  that 
ServiHus,  the  Roman  admiral,  was  in  possession 
0*  the  sea,  and  that  he  was  consequently  under 
^c  necessity  of  taking  his  route  to  the  Bosphorus 
"y  land,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  that  he 
effected  his  passage. 


There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  even  the 
Huns  had  possession  of  Circassia  for  any  length 
of  time,  though  they  made  their  way  to  the  deso- 
lation of  Greece  and  Italy  through  the  Porta 
Caucasia.  Some  of  the  most  talented  and  daring 
of  the  Georgian  kings  had  a  decided  influence  in 
the  country  about  tlie  twelfth  and  thirteen  cen- 
turies, and  in  the  sixteenth  one  of  the  tribes  paid 
a  tribute  to  the  Khan  of  Tartary:  up  to  thia 
period  it  is  evident  the  Circassians  had  no  mas- 
ters. It  remains  to  be  shown  what  were 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  by  which  the  Porte- 
became  entitled  to  cede  the  country  to  Russia- 
It  appears  that  previously  to  the  treaty  of  Kut— 
chuk  Kanardij,  in  1774,  the  Kabardiaii  irib^ 
had  placed  themselves  under  the  protection  of 
Russia,  which  was  acknowledged  by  the  Porte  in 
that  treaty-  The  Circassians  of  the  coast  then 
pemtitted  the  Turks  to  build  the  forts  of  Anapa 
and  Soudjouk  Kale  solely  for  commercial  pur- 
poses. This  can  be  proved  by  a  reference  to  the 
work  of  Monsieur  Taithout  de  Marigny,  ren- 
dered  doubly  valuable  by  lib  long  residence  in 
that  country,  and  uninterrupted   communici 
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with  the  inhabitants.     This  gentleman,  whom  I 
Iiad  the  pleasure  of  knowing  at  Odessa,  says  that 
the  possession  of  Anapa  cost  the  Porte  consider- 
ible  smns,  which  the  commerce  of  the  place  was 
fiur  from  coyering.      Several   of  the  Circassian 
&inilies  received  pensions  from  the  Turks,  and 
the  Pasha  was  paid  one  hundred  and  thirty  thou- 
sand piastres  for  the  expenses  of  his  suite  and  the 
piesents  he  was  obliged  to  make  for  his  own  safety  ; 
hut  this  was  not  all,  for  the  custom-house  duties, 
amounting  to  from  fifteen  thousand  to  forty  thou- 
sand piastres,  were  given  up  to  him.     Though  the 
^ks  had  long  supplied  the  necessities  of  the 
^Circassians,  they  were  always  afraid   of  leaving 
the  forts  for  the  interior,  without  having  good 
ff^^^J^antees  for  their  safe  return,  and  for  that  pur- 
P^  placed  themselves  under  konacks,  who  were 
*^Vrerable  for  their  lives.     Quarrels  not  unfre- 
9Uently  broke  out  between  the  inhabitants  and 
"^e  garrison,  and  disturbed   the   tranquillity  of 
•^apa,  even  to  the  interruption  of  its  commerce- 
Monsieur  de  Marigny  further  states  that  several 
^  the  konacks  made  themselves  almost  indepen- 
dent of  the  Pasha.    The  result  was,  that  the  most 
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infamous  and  atrocious  disorders  took  place,  and 
those  Turks  wlio  comtnitted  them  were  rarely 
punished.  When  they  were  a&aid  of  being  so, 
th^  left  tlie  fort  and  returned  to  the  foot  of  the 
walls,  insolently  braved  the  measures  of  justice, 
and,  through  the  mediation  of  their  konacks,  gener- 
ally escaped  them.  Such  was  the  tenure  by  which 
the  Porte  held  even  tliis  small  portion  of  Circassia, 
and  upon  this  was  bused  the  fourth  article  of  the 
Treaty  of  Adrianople,  gnd  of  Septeraber,  1889, 
making  the  line  of  frontier  between  the  Ottoman 
Empire  and  Russia  "  to  commence  at  Port  St. 
Nicolo,  on  the  coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  follow  the 
actual  frontier  of  Georgia,  thence  traverse  the 
province  of  Akkishka,  and  strike  the  point  where 
the  provinces  of  Akkishka  and  Kars  are  reunited 
to  the  province  of  Georgia."  In  otber  word*, 
they  signed  away  the  lives  and  liberties  of  the 
Circassians. 

Monsieur  dc  Montpcreux  remarks,  in  his  elabo- 
rate work  on  Circassia,  that  "Russia  acqottvd 
by  this  treaty  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  that 
Turkey  mitfht  h.ive  over  that  country."  The  fact 
is,  the   Porte  had  no  right,  nor  did   they  etai 
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suppose  they  had  anj,  though  this  advocate  of  Rus- 
sia affects  to  think  so.  But  they  were  helpless,  and 
the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  was  inserted  by 
that  power  to  give  some  appearance  of  legality  to 
her  long  contemplated  views  of  invasion.  To  soften 
the  odium  which  must  necessarily  attach  itself 
to  their  proceedings  in  Circassian   the  Russians 
haTe  lately  assigned  as  an  excuse,  their  anxiety  to 
Mver  the  world  from  a  race  who  trade  in  slaves  ; 
^hese  are  nearly  their  own  words,  as  will  be  seen  by 
the  following  extract  from  the  **  Invalide  Russe/' 
*  government  paper :  "  The  fortifications  on  the 
territory  of  the  unsubdued  mountaineers  of  the 
Caucasus,  inhabiting   the   eastern    coast   of   the 
Black  Sea,  were  erected  with  a  view  to  put  a 
check  upon  the  outrages  of  these  semi -barbarous 
*^ordes,  and  particularly  to  their  favourite  occu- 
pation, the  shameful  trade  in  slaves."     What  phi- 
*«ithropy !     One  might  imagine  the  latter  part 
^f  the  paragraph  was  from  the  pen  of  Wilber- 
force ! — "  shameful  trade  in  slaves ! " — so  we  are 
*rft  to  infer  there  are  no  slaves  in  Russia.     It  is 
Painful  to  find  that  the  Circassians  do  trade  in 
slaves,  but  when  we  turn  to  their  opponents,  and 
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find  that  the  inference  is  false,  that  the  Rus^ans 
not  only  sell  their  own  countrymen  as  slaves,  but 
that  the  mass  of  the  population  are  slaves ;  that 
the  exception  In  Circossia  is  the  rule  in  Russia, 
it  is  quite  ludicrous  lo  sec  such  a  reason  gravely 
advanced  for  carrying  on  the  war.  One  of  their 
motives  is,  to  secure  a  good  and  easy  communica- 
tion witli  Georgia.  Without  this,  thej  cannot 
hope  to  keep  that  country,  for  should  an  oppor- 
tunity offer,  tlie  inhabitants  are  ready  to  deUver 
themselves  from  their  oppressors,  and  from  the 
expense  of  maintaining  a  permanent  army  of 
sixty  thousand  men ;  if  ever  the  politics  of  Eu- 
rope make  it  the  interest  of  any  of  the  greac 
powers  to  assist  them,  they  will  rise  readily  to 
the  call.  The  Russians  ore  aware  of  this,  for 
there  is  scarcely  a  village  in  Georgia  without  some 
troops  in  it. 

But  the  policy  of  Russia,  carefully  examined, 
will  show  that  in  commencing  this  war  she  wm 
influenced  by  the  same  characteristics  ascribed  fay 
Mithridates  to  the  Romans  ;  in  the  words  of  that 
monarch :  "  Parceque  ce  peuple  est  tout  entier  iin 
peuple  de  loups  insatiables  de  sang  et  de  carnage, 
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toujouis  fJEuneliques,  ravisseurs  alteres  de  richesses 
et  d'empires*"^  The  late  Pasha  of  Anapa  was  much 
of  the  same  opinion.  When  Mons.  de  Marigny 
ipoke  to  him  of  the  pacific  intentions  of  Russia,  and 
the  commercial  relations  she  wished  to  establish 
with  the  Circassians,  particularly  on  the  coast,  he 
lepUed,  **  Oh,  you  think  that !  and  do  you  believe 
Aat  this  power  really  has  a  desire  to  trade  with 
them?  She  wants  to  conquer  them,  as  she  has 
done  the  Tartars,  the  Georgians,  and  the  Min- 
grelians.  What  signifies  to  her  the  friendship  of 
tuitions,  who  are  poor,  and  of  no  importance  V* 

The  vindictive  character  which  this  conflict  has 
**snmed,  is  mainly  owing  to  the  outrages  commit- 
^  by  the  Cossacks  stationed  along  the  line  of  the 
Kuban,  whose  head-quarters  are  at  Ekaterinodar, 
(Catherine's  gift,)  and  Taman,  on  the  site  of  the 
•licient  Phanagoria,  immediately  opposite  Kertch. 
The  very  etymology  of  the  name  Cossack  bears 
the  evidence  of  ages  against  their  character, 
l^-^nnel  remarks  that  the  general  denomination 
^  Sacs,  a  Scythian  nation,  was,  according  to 
Herodotus,  of  the  same  import,  perhaps  even  a 

•  Rollin,  vol.  v.,  p.  601. 
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part  of  the  same  name  with  the  Cassaki  of  modem 
times,  that  is,  murderers,  freebooters,  or  banditti. 
Col,  Kirkpatrick  thinks  he  recognizes  the  Cossacks 
in  the  oriental  term  of  Cozock  or  Cuss^ck,  which 
is  applied  generally  to  any  banditti  or  freebooters. 
Mr.  Tooke  also  states  that  the  term  Cossack  is 
generally  taken  in  a  bad  sense  :  and  Clarke  affirms, 
that  being  anxious  to  see  the  Circassians,  the 
Don  Cossacks  cautioned  him  against  their  bre- 
thren of  the  Kuhan,  whom  they  described  as  a  law 
less  set  of  banditti.  The  ancestors  of  these  Tcher- 
nomorski,  or  (Black  Sea)  Cossacks,  lired  near  the 
cataracts  of  the  Dnieper  called  Porogce,  from 
which  they  took  their  names  of  Zaporogue«, 
(rogues  indeed!)  The  great  peculiarity  of  thii 
extraordinary  race  of  buccaneers  was,  that  women 
were  altogether  excluded  from  their  towns;  and 
when  any  of  the  men  married,  they  were  obliged 
by  the  laws  of  the  sept  to  settle  in  some  of  the 
villages  near  the  Dnieper  or  the  Bug,  and  em- 
ploy themselves  in  agriculture :  the  single  men 
lived  in  huts  surrounded  by  a  rampart  of  earth, 
and  gave  themselves  up  to  a  life  of  pillage  and 
petty  warfare.    Their  heud-quarters  were  the  retl- 
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dezvous  and  asylum  of  the  rascals  and  brigands 
of  all  countries.  Storch  affirms  that  there  was 
scarcely  a  language  in  Europe  that  might  not  be 
found  amongst  them.  In  the  early  part  of  their 
career,  they  were  alternately  the  mercenaries 
of  the  Poles  and  Tartars ;  at  last  they  became 
the  allies  of  the  Russians  under  Catherine  against 
Turkey ;  and  against  Poland,  in  the  early  part 
of  this  century. 

At  this  time,  when  discipline  had  led  to  their 
improvement,  the  following  circumstance  took 
place.  When  war  was  declared  against  Po- 
land, the  Zaporogues  volunteered  to  form  eight 
i^egiments,  mounted  and  equipped  at  their  own 
expense.  The  offer  was  eagerly  accepted,  and 
DJ  their  bravery  and  good  conduct  during  the 
^^^paign,  they  proved  themselves  valuable  aux- 
™ries.  The  contest  over,  they  returned  to  the 
'ept,  disbanded,  and  retired  to  their  homes.  The 
^peror,  however,  regretting  the  loss  of  such 
^ops,  was  anxious  to  retain  four  regiments  in  ac- 
uvity.  But  no  sooner  was  the  rumour  heard,  than 
fflurmurs  of  disapprobation  and  discontent  ran 
through  the  villages  of  the  Zaporogues,  expressed 
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in  a  manner  not  to  be  misunderstood.  "We  have 
fought  for  him,"  said  they,  "  and  have  expelled 
the  common  enemy ;  that  done,  and  the  cause  for 
which  we  assembled  removed,  we  serve  no  longer." 
In  spite  of  these  remarks,  however,  a  review  of 
tlie  four  regiments  was  ordered  to  take  place  under 
the  eye  of  his  Imperial  Majesty  himself;  but 
though  thej  obeyed  the  summons,  the  same  spirit 
of  disaffection  was  manifested,  for  when  the  Em- 
peror, with  a  numerous  staff,  made  his  appearance 
on  the  ground,  the  Zaporogues,  instead  of  re- 
ceiving him  with  the  usual  shout  of  acclamation, 
saluted,  but  observed  a  profound  silence.  In  vain 
the  aides-de-camp  desired  them  to  pay  the  com- 
pliment which  is  customary,  not  to  the  Emperor 
only,  but  to  any  General  officer  in  the  Russian 
service  when  reviewing  troops.  Commands  and 
threats  were  of  no  avail,  and  the  Emperor,  waving 
etiquette,  answered  in  the  same  manner  as  he 
would  have  done  had  the  shout  been  given,  "  May 
you  be  happy,  my  cbildren,"  The  men  remained 
silent,  and  his  Majesty,  exasperated  at  their  con- 
duct, rode  from  the  parade,  and  gave  orders  for 
their  being  immediately  disbanded.     The  Zapo- 
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rogues  quietly  sheathing  their  swords,  retired  with- 
out opening  their  lips. 

The  democratic  character  of  their  assemblies, 
(for  the  Hetman  proposed  but  the  people  delibe- 
rated and  decided,)  and  this  refusal  to  become 
incorporated  as  regular  troops,  induced  the  Empe- 
ror to  break  up  their  sept,  and  a  part  were  re- 
moved to  the  steppes  on  the  right  bank   of  the 
Kuban.     The  remainder  preferred  a  nomade  life ; 
and  with  a  cart  and  a  pair  of  oxen,  are  ever  in 
motion  over  the  vast  steppe,  occupied  in  trans- 
porting  com,   salt,  and  other  productions  from 
the  interior;    they  bivouac  close  to   their  carts 
at  night,  the  cattle  are  turned  loose,  and  graze 
around  them.  When  they  see  a  government  official 
approaching,  they  raise  their  caps  long  before  he 
^  near  them ;   but  policy,  not  servility,  dictates 
this  conduct,  for  under  the  sheep-skin  cap  and 
^ed  trousers  of  this  hardy  race  there  still  exists 
a  strong  feeling  of  independence. 

The  reason  given  by  the  Russians  for  removing 
^ine  of  them  to  the  Kuban,  was,  to  repress  the 
^cursions  of  the  Circassians ;  but  in  a  situation  so 
favourable  to  the  exercise  of  their  predatory  dis- 
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position,  they  relapsed  into  it,  and  tlie  encourage- 
meat  they  met  with  from  their  own  government, 
made  them  too  frequeully  the  aggressors.  Their 
repeated  attacks  drove  great  iiumhers  of  the  Cir- 
cassians of  the  plain  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river  into  the  mountains,  and  kept  the  few  who  re- 
mained in  a  state  of  uneasiness  and  apprehension. 
Taitbout  de  Marigny  observes  that  Seid  Achmet, 
the  Pasha  of  Annpa,  aasured  him  tliat  the  Cii^ 
cassians  were  rarely  the  first  to  commence  hos- 
tilities; but  being  constantly  excited  by  the  re- 
peated demonstrations  and  outrages  of  the  Cos- 
sacks, he  liad  great  difficulty  in  restraining  them. 
The  reprisals  of  the  Circassians  were  made  the 
excuse  for  the  subsequent  attacks  upon  them,  and 
added  to  the  list  of  reasons  assigned  by  Russia 
for  continuing  the  war.  Her  operations  in  this 
contest  are  conducted  on  the  principle  of  gradually 
contracting  the  sphere  of  action  of  the  Circassians, 
by  erecting  lines  of  fortresses  and  field  works  one 
within  the  other  all  round  the  frontier,  until  they 
shall  succeed  in  driving  them  into  so  small  a  space 
that  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  their  receiving 
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articles  they  are  absolutely  in  want  of.     With  the 
exception  of  the  distance  between  Redout  Kale 
and  the  last  fortress  on  the  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea^  the  Russians  have  nearly  completed  the  ex- 
terior line  of  circumvallation.     That  part  of  it 
from  the  embouchure  of  the  Kuban  to  the  baths 
of  Petigorsky  is  protected  by  stanitzas  of  the 
Tchemomorski  Cossacks,  who  have  regular  piquets 
stationed  at  short  distances  from  one   another. 
The  vidette  at  each  is  posted  on  a  wooden  ob- 
servatory, from  which  he  can  command  a  view  of 
the  surrounding  country.   Instances  have  occurred 
of  their  being  shot  on  their  perch,  but,  generally 
speaking,  the  Cossack  has  not  only  the  eye  of  a 
lynx,  and  the  ear  of  an  Indian,  but  an  enduring 
watchfulness  which  neither  time,  fatigue,  nor  in- 
dement  weather,  can  exhaust;  he  will  sit  here 
motionless,  watching  the  horizon  for  hours,  awake 
and  observant  of  every  change  in  its  outline. 


Cleu-iighud  poIiCT — Ibt  CU 
of  the  Cumus— Hi.  tjrie— Amull  of  Akulko— J 
tary — Gcnenl  Emnunuel^ — Fain  on  ihc  caul  of  Ab«>ia — Halari* — 
Fonge  putin— SowcitT  of  ptoriusn*— Polv  in  th«  Cmttma—A 
Ruiuui  nniiurT— The  Vunu — Ford  of  St.  Nieholu  ud  Abfn. 

THEtract  of  country  near  the  Kuban,  aad  the  plain 
of  the  Kabarda,  are  the  onlj  parta  of  the  Circassian 
territory  upon  which  the  Russians  can  be  said  to 
have  any  hold;  how  slight  this  tenure  is,  will  be 
seen  by  the  remarks  of  Capt.  Wifbraham,  which 
coincide  with  the  opinions  I  have  heard  from 
many  other  persons  who  have  frequently  crtMaed 
from  the  Kuban  to  Tiflis.  He  says,  that  at 
the  baths  of  Petigorsfcy,  celebrated  for  their  great 
mineral  properties,  '*  the  bathers  are  protected  by 
a  battalion  of  infantry,  whose  huts  join  the  eat»- 
blishnicnt"  —  Bullets,  not  Bubbles,  from  time 
Brunnens.    The  piquets  continue  from  thesebaAi 
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to  the  fortress  of  Ekaterinograd,  whichy  as  I 
We  before  stated,  is  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Cossacks  of  the  line;    escorts  commence  here, 
and   conduct  every  thing    and    every  one,    the 
mails  included,  across  the  dangerous  plain  of  the 
Sabarda.     The  escort  is  generally  provided  by 
the  garrison  of   the  fort  of  Yladikaukas,  and 
consists  of  a  company  of  infantry,  and  one  or 
two  field  pieces.     Piquets  are  placed   in  com- 
iBanding  sites,  with  horses  ready  saddled,  and 
Wcons  to  give  notice  of  night  attacks  from  the 
ifioontaineers.  Between  Ekaterinograd  and  Yladi- 
btokas  is  the  fortress  of  Ordonskoi,  like   many 
on  the  Circassian  frontiers,  beyond  the  range  of 
whose  guns  the  garrison  are  not  safe.     This  part 
of  Circassia  is  described  by  M.  de  Montpereux 
<•  having  been  already  conquered  some  time,  and 
he  says  it  is  astonishing  to  see  the  rapid  improve- 
Bient  of  the  colonies  newly  formed.     He  must  be 
idhiding  to  the  few  Kabardians  who  inhabit  the 
Hnssian  side  of  the  Terek.  Their  motive  in  remov- 
ing across  the  river  arose  from  their  being  less 
inclined  to  war  than  the  rest  of  their  tribe  in  the 
mountains ;  the  country  also  being  open,  was  not 
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at  all  adapted  for  defence  against  an  enemy,  whose 
powerful  artillery  could,  at  a  moment,  sweep 
them  and  their  habitations  from  the  plain.  But 
the  interests  of  the  land  which  gave  them  birth 
are  still  dear  to  them,  and  their  patriotism  is  kept 
alive  by  the  remembrance  of  former  sufferings, 
and  the  gallant  struggles  of  their  countrymen; 
who  tliey  take  every  opportunity  of  assisting. 
The  Russians  have,  hoK'ever,  marked  them  In 
their  maps  as  favourable  to  their  cause. 

Piquets,  half  a  mile  apart,  are  stationed  from 
the  plain  of  the  Karbada  to  Dariel,  trom  which 
place  military  posts  continue,  with  few  exceptions, 
in  every  village  to  TlHis.  This  road,  as  will  be  seen 
in  the  map,  intersects  the  chain  of  the  Caucasus  u 
nearly  as  possible  in  the  centre,  a  drcumstancr 
of  immense  advantage  to  the  Russian  army,  » 
it  divides  the  operations  of  the  Circassians  and 
the  Lesghians,  cuts  off  the  communication  between 
them,  and  consequently  contracts  their  field  of 
action.  The  country  from  Tiflis  to  Bakon,  on 
the  Caspian,  and  from  that  place  to  Kislar  and 
Ekaterinograd,  as  well  as  from  the  former  place 
to  Redout  Kale,  is  held  and  protected  by  a  sys- 
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tern  of  fortificationB,  field  works,  and  fortified 
villages;  the  communications  in  many  places,  par- 
ticularly on  the  road  firom  Redout  Kale  to  Tiflis, 
being  so  insecure,  that  large  escorts,  with  one  or 
two  field  pieces,  are  required  to  keep  them  open. 
The  English  manufactured  goods,  on  their  way  to 
Pezsia,  were  finrwarded  by  this  route  a  few  years 
tgo,  paying  a  transit  duty  to  Russia. 

The  minister  of  the  interior,  thinking  he  had  a 
good  opportunity  of  striking  a  blow  at  our  com- 
merce in  Asia  Minor,  closed  the  port  of  Redout 
Kale»  but  his  intentions  failed  most  completely. 
Tiebizonde  supplies  its  place,  and  the  duties, 
which  were  very  considerable,  have  been  lost  to 
the  Russian  government. 

The  operations  in  the  Eastern  Caucasus  require 

nearly  forty  thousand  men,  a  great  part  of  them 

being  kept  continually  on  the  **  qui  vive  "  by  the 

Chief  Shamil,  who  occasionally  falls  upon  them 

when  they  least  expect  him.     In  the  autumn  of 

1839,  this  Cid  of  the  Caucasus,  after  a  series  of 

exploits,  being  followed  by  very  superior  numbers 

with  a  view  to  his  capture,  retired  into  one  of  his 

strong-holds  in  the  interior.     His  e3rrie  was  ad- 
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mirably  calculated  for  defence,  beiog  situated  at 
the  extremity  of  a  inauntaiii,  which,  with  the 
exception  of  one  side,  rose  perpendicularly  from 
the  valley  beneath.  There  the  ascent  was  easy, 
but  tbe  summit,  a  kind  of  table  land,  diminished 
in  breadtli  as  it  approached  the  fort,  and  fiobhed 
in  a  causeway  so  narrow,  that  it  scarcely  seemed 
to  connect  the  rock  on  which  it  stood  with  the 
pnncipal  part  of  the  mountain.  This  catueway 
was  intersected  and  defended  by  a  rude  parapet 
and  loop-holed  wall,  but  without  artillery.  As  the 
ground  afforded  no  cover,  and  was  of  a  nature 
too  difflcult  to  work,  the  approach  was  rendered 
almost  hopeless,  for  the  assailants  were  entirely 
exposed  to  a  most  murderous  fire  of  musketry 
from  the  parapet  and  wall. 

The  Russians  advanced  to  the  attack,  but 
wore  driven  back  witli  immense  loss ;  every  shot 
told  as  they  rushed  up  the  slope  to  the  cause- 
way. It  was  renewed  with  the  same  result ; 
but  General  Grabbe  who  commanded,  thinldng 
Shamil  too  fine  a  prize  to  lose,  reiterated  the 
order  for  another  attempt.  The  troops,  thoroughly 
sick  of  the  thing,  hesitated,  and  at  lengtli  i 
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but  the  officers  sprang  forward,  and  the  men, 
ashamed  to  forsake  such  leaders,  followed  their 
example.  Their  efforts,  however,  were  fruitless. 
A  few  amongst  the  leading  ranks  reached  the 
loop-holed  wall,  but  the  kindjal  finished  those  the 
ball  had  spared,  and  the  division  retired  below  the 
ridge  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning,  they  found  to  their  great 
astonishment,  that  Shamil  and  his  followers  had 
taken  their  departure.      How  they  succeeded  in 
making  their  escape,  no  one  looking  down  the 
precipices  which  surrounded  the  place  he  had  so 
gallantly  defended,  could  imagine ;  and  the  Rus- 
sians, after  having  sustained  a  loss  of  nearly  two 
hundred  officers  killed  and  wounded,  were  obliged 
to  return,  without  having  effected  their  object,  for 
Shamil  was  free.    The  Russian  government  pub- 
liahed  a  print  of  this  fort,  which  represented  it  as 
heing  inaccessible  on  every  side;  of  course  they 
claimed  the  victory. 

The  return  of  some  of  the  expeditions  from 
these  forays  into  the  interior  were  formerly  marked 
by  the  most  sanguinary  acts ;  and  it  is  said  tliat 
General  Emmanuel's  line  of  march  might  have 
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been  traced  by  the  dead  bodies  of  the  Circassians 
that  he  executed  on  the  trees. 

The  portion  of  the  Kussiaa  hue  of  circinoTnlla- 
lion  that  remains  to  be  noticed  is  the  coast  of  the 
Black  Sea.  The  forts  upon  It,  eighteen  in  num- 
ber, have,  with  the  exception  of  Anapa  and  Soud- 
jouk  Kale,  been  erected  from  time  to  time  by  the 
troops  sent  from  Sevastopol,  under  the  guns  of  the 
fleet.  Many  of  them  are  ordinary  field  works, 
with  small  wooden  houses,  or  more  generally 
sheds,  for  barracks,  so  wretchedly  consti-ucted  that 
the  rain  forces  its  way  into  them  in  the  winter.* 
In  some  cases,  these  works  are  mere  stockades, 
with  earth  thrown  up  against  a  kind  of  palisade 
ol'  stakes,  they  arc  usually  square,  the  river  on 
which  they  stand  forming  one  side.  This  face 
is  protected  by  a  gun-boat  when  there  is  a  solE- 
cient  depth  of  water,  an  entrenchment,  and  tni- 

■  A  friend  of  mine  travelling  near  tlie  Don  aav  a  viWtgt 
of  low  wooden  liouaes  on  tlie  banks.  Obierving  no  inliiibil- 
anlt,  he  inquired  tbe  reason  of  lome  prnon  wbti  h^ipMed 
to  be  passing,  and  found  that  the  housei  vrext  for  the  tat^ 
treuet  in  Circossia.  Each  piece  of  woud  was  niiurked,  Nlhat 
the  huts  when  taken  to  pieces  could  be  readily  put  t 
again. 
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Terses.     If  there  is  no  river,  a  small  stream  will 
always  influence  the  choice  of  situation,  as  the 
girrisoiDs  cannot  leave  the  fort  to  get  either  wood 
or  water  without  some  casualties  taking  place. 
Sometimes  the  Circassians  turn  the  stream  above 
the  fortj  and  the  Russians  are  then  under  the  ne- 
oen^  of  sending  to  a  considerable  distance  for 
tbeir  supplies  of  these  articles  absolutely  necessary 
to  their  existence.     In  doing  so,  they  are  obliged 
to  traverse  thick  underwood  and  other  obstacles, 
which  their  opponents  well  know  how  to  take  ad- 
vantage  of,   and  by   posting   themselves   behind 
trees  and  pieces  of  rock,  the  escort,  generally  com- 
posed of  a  company,  seldom  returns  without  severe 
loss.  It  was  in  allusion  to  this,  that  I  once  heard  a 
Russian  officer  remark  *^  that  a  glass  of  water  was 
very  often  purchased  by  a  glass  of  blood."     Of 
course,  the  difficulties  are  greater  in  keeping  up 
the  commimications  between  the  forts  themselves. 
But  this  is  not  the  only  misfortune  under  which 
the  troops  suffer,  for  malaria  prevails  in  all  the 
low  situations,  and  the   men   are  decimated   by 
fevers  for  which  they  have  neither  preventive  nor 
cure.     Their  supplies  of  food,  always  scanty  and 


indifferent,  arc  sometimes  cut  off  by  the  gales 
which  blow  with  great  violence  on  this  coast;  and 
as  the;  cannot  obtain  provisions  in  the  country, 
they  are  sometimes  reduced  to  the  greatest  possi- 
ble distress.  Fresh  meat  is  rarely  seen,  and  b^g 
very  dear  at  all  times  is  never  given  to  the  men. 

In  the  winter  of  18^9,  the  communications  with 
Sevastopol  and  Kertcb  had  been  so  interrupted 
that  rye  flour  was  sixty-five  roubles,  nearly  sixty 
shillings  the  chetverU  Thus  wretchedly  off  for 
food,  ihcy  are  worse  off  for  medicine,  and  when 
suffering  under  intermittent  fever,  are  left  to  cure 
it  with  a  salt  herring,  a  cheap  and,  in  this  part 
of  the  world,  popular  remedy. 

The  description  I  have  given  of  these  forts  will 
not  perhaps  impress  the  reader  with  a  very  formi- 
dable idea  of  them,  but  they  are  well  provided 
with  artillery,  the  effects  of  which  made  the  Cir- 
cassians believe  they  were  impregnable,  and  ac- 
counts for  their  having  allowed  so  many  years  to 
elapse  without  attacking  them.  There  is  good  rea- 
son to  suppose  that  they  commenced  the  opera- 
tions I  am  about  to  speak  of  under  the  advice  ^ 
the  Polish  officers  who  had  deserted  to  tl 


THE  POLES^  IN  TUt  CAUCASUS.  gfg 

Tbky  ikere  conducted  hf  €olonel  M.,  fotiiiyHy 
of  the  Polisli  artillery,  wlib  fbr  Irbr'd&thi^i/hed 
oondtlbt  and  services  iiitU  defence  of  hi^'  own 
e^Simtrjr' during  the  kst  Tevolution,  gaiiledf  A>r 
Inriself  thfe  privilege  6f  being  exiled  td'th^^ktmy 
of  the  Oaucasusy  an  h6nour  trMeh'  he  sharM  v^ith 
hundreds  of  his  gallant  obuntrymen. 

The  Circassian  war  is  looked  upon  as  an  excel- 
knt  outlet  for  Polish  blood,  and  ntsniy  young  men 
of  good  fSuniljy  totally  unconnected  with  the  aiffair 
rf  1830,  are  cajoled  into  serving  here  by  promises 
of  promotion  and  protection.  In  fact,  they  are 
almost  compelled  to  this,  by  the  vexatious  pro- 
ceedings and  tyrannical  treatment  they  meet  with 
in  Poland  from  every  understrapper  of  the  Rus- 
sian government ;  the  only  chance  6f  escape  from 
which,  is  by  obtaining  military  rank.  But  the 
Russians  have  strangely  miscalculated  if  they  ima- 
gine that  the  sympathies  of  men  like  Colonel 
M.  are  likely  to  be  readily  enlisted  in  their  cause, 
so  directly  opposite  to  that  for  which  they  have 
sacrificed  every  thing.  In  spite  of  the '  assertion 
of  M.  de  Montpereux,  that  the  Polish  deserters 
were  worse  off  with  the  Circassians  than  the  Rtis- 
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sians,  and  that  they  returoed  to  the  latter  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ill  treatment  they  suiTercd,  it  is  a 
weil  known  fact  that  they  embrace  every  opportu- 
nity of  joining  the  ranks  of  the  Circasaiana,  looking 
upon  them  as  fellow-sufferers  in  the  cause  of  that 
liberty  for  which  they  have  themselves  so  nobly 
but  mi  successfully  struggled.  The  unanimity 
which  prevails  amongst  the  tribes  has,  however, 
been  one  of  the  leading  causes  of  their  recent 
siicceas.  United  under  one  common  banner,  they 
have  buried  all  their  former  feuds  and  animosities 
in  the  general  determination  to  free  their  counti^- 
from  the  presence  of  their  selfish  and  unprincipled 
aggressors.  This  result,  so  indispensable  to  their 
interests,  has  been  effected  by  the  inilueDce  and 
exertions  of  Messrs.  Urquhart,  Bell,  and  Long- 
worth.  In  return  for  it,  the  Russian  government 
has  offered  a  reward  of  three  thousand  silver  rou- 
bles for  the  head  of  one  of  these  gentlemen,  and  a 
Circassian  of  the  guards  left  St.  Petersburg  for 
the  Caucasus  with  large  presents  for  some  of  hi» 
countrymen,  through  whose  assistance  he  hoped 
to  secure  the  head  and  the  reward.  It  is  almost 
unnecessary  to  add,  that  the  presents  were  most 
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graciously  received,  but  the  delegate  has  never 
returned  to  his   employer.   Count  B.      It  may 
be  here  remarked,  that  any  thing  more  absurd 
than  the  reasons  adduced  by  the  Russians  for 
the  seizure  of  the  Vixen,  cannot  well  be  ima- 
gined, unless  it  be  the  fact  of  our  allowing  the 
capture  to  be  good.    Their  principal  one  was  be- 
cause that  vessel  Iu»d  broken  the  Quarantine  regu- 
lotions.   At  this  time  they  had  not  an  acre  of  land 
in  Cireassia  beyond  the  range  of  their  guns,  and  a 
great  part  of  the  coast  was  not  even  occupied.    It 
was  ridiculous,  therefore,  to  argue  that  they  were 
giving  laws  to  that  country,  when  they  had  not  the 
power  to  execute  them;  and  unless  they  had,  there 
could  not  be  any  quarantine  to  break.     The  right 
to  seize  the  brig  on  this  ground  once  admitted, 
Mr.  Bell  and  his  crew  were  liable  to  be  shot,  and 
niight  in  that  case  fairly  have  been  so.     If  the 
principle  was  a  sound  one,  the  law  surely  ought 
to  have  taken  its  course  ;  if  not,  the  Vixen  was  no 
prize.   It  is  quite  evident  that  the  Russian  govem- 
JQent  were  in  reality  of  the  latter  opinion,  other- 
^e  they  would  most  assuredly  have  put  the  law 
^  execution,  and  if  not,  would  have  made  a  merit 
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of  sparing  the  lives  of  the  culprits.  The  genera! 
opinion  at  Odessa  was,  that  tlie  government  were 
prepared  to  restore  the  vessel. 

The  triangle  comprehended  between  Ghelen- 
djik,  Ojinskala  and  the  embouchure  of  the  Kuban, 
is  the  only  part  of  the  Caucasus  where  the  system 
laid  down  for  contracting  the  operations  of  the 
Circassians  has  been  carried  into  effect. 

The  Russians,  however,  have  gained  little  by 
it,  but  a  communication  between  the  Kubaoland 
Ghelendjik,  for  the  men  cannot  even  here  move 
beyond  the  range  of  the  guns  of  forts  St.  Nicholas 
and  Abyn.  The  expedition  which  established 
them  and  this  road  was  commanded  by  General 
Wielminoff  in  person.  It  runs  through  several 
defiles,  and  the  escorts  frequently  meet  with  severe 
loss  when  passing  between  the  Kuban  and  Ghe- 
lendjik. 
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l^idminoff  attacked— Michailofsky  redoubt  taken— An  agreeable 
pnponi— A  tlmplfr  loldie^— AMaoH  oif*  tiie  foH  of  Natigiif^i. 
AHult  of  AUaakjK-BoMian  wneitjr-^  year'a  pay^PipMllftiDi 
' — A  alight  difference  in  the  killed  and  wounded — Trebizonde  amug- 
9kn — ^Tha  Idndjal— Circaatian  t>nyery— ^01  and^  cnre-^Tbe  war 
wpopakK-^CiKaadaa  Hbtrtf^Rtttian  tynouiy— The  Oiiittniiita* 
laat  hope — Hamn  Bey's  deapatch— Brevity,  modesty,  and  truth., 

SvcH  was  the  position  of  the  Russian  fbtceiS  whtti 
their  unexpected  reverses  took  place,  in  the  sprihg 
^f  1840,  ten  years  after  the  treaty  of  Adriariople, 
^hich  gave  them  a  legitimate  right  to  the  coutitty. 
iTie  news  of  these  defeats  spread  rapidty  'in 
Odessa,  but  were  seldom  mentioned  in  society  "by 
^Hy  but  foreigners.  The  government  papers  were 
silent  on  the  subject,  until  35,000  men  under 
Q-olovine,  Riefski,  and  others  had  repossessed 
^^emselves  of  the  ruins  of  their  forts,  and  erected 
others  in  their  place. 

I  give  the  bulletin  in  which  the  announcement 
^as  made,  as  a  rich  specimen  of  Russian  official 


bombast.     The  French  from  which  it  was  t 
lated  is  so  full  of  clumsy  phrases  that  it  migfl 
have  been  written  by  any  chinoviiik  of  the  depart- 
ment from  which  it  was  issued. 

"The  Invalide  Russe,  July  16,  1840.  The 
annals  of  the  Russian  army  offer  a  multitude  of 
glorious  '  fails  d'armes '  and  heroic  actions,  the 
remembrance  of  which  will  be  for  ever  preserved 
by  posterity.  The  detached  corps  of  the  Cauca- 
sus by  it^  special  destination  has  had  frequent 
opportunities  of  gathering  new  laurels.  But  we 
have  never  yet  seen  such  instances  of  brilliant  va- 
lour 06  tliose  of  which  the  garrisons  of  several  of 
the  field  fortifications  on  the  territory  of  the  un- 
subdued mountaineers  of  the  Caucasus,  inhabiting 
the  east  coast  of  the  Black  Sea,  have  given  proof. 
These  works  were  erected  for  the  purpose  of  put- 
ling  a  check  on  the  outrages  of  tlieae  semi- 
barbarous  hordes,  and  particularly  their  favootitr 
occupation — the  shameful  trade  in  slave*.  In  the 
spring  of  this  year  these  fortifications  were  con- 
stantly the  object  of  their  attacks.  In  the  hope 
of  annihilating  the  obstacles  opposed  to  thai 
a  time,  when  by  their  opposition  and   the  ■ 


REDOUBT  OF  WIELMIKOFF  ATTACKED.  gJQ 

Countable  difficulties  of  communication,  the  fort- 
i^esses  of  the  coast  could  not  receive  any  succour 
^m  without,  they  united  against  them  all  their 
forces  and  means.     Three  of  these  small  forts  have 
&llen ;  but  &llen  with  a  glory  which  earned  for  their 
defenders  the  respect  and  admiration  of  their  wild 
enemies.     The  valiant  efforts  of  the  other  garri- 
sons were  crowned  with  a  better  success.     All 
have  resisted  the  desperate  attacks  renewed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  mountaineers,  without  suffer- 
ing   themselves  to  be  cast  down,  and  they  held 
their  ground  until  it  became  possible  to  send  them 
^inforcements.     In  this  struggle  of  a  handful  of 
Russian  soldiers  against  a  determined  and  enterpris- 
ing enemy,  ten  and  even  more  than  twenty  times 
auperior  to  them  in  number,  the  ^  hauts  faits  *  of 
the   garrisons  of   the  redoubts    Wielminoff  and 
Michail,  and  the  defence  of  the  small  forts  Nava- 
ginsky  and  Abinsky,  deserve  particular  attention. 
The  first  of  these  redoubts  was  taken  by  the  moun- 
taineers on  the  29th  of  last  February.     At  the 
dawn  of  day,  their  bands,  amounting  to  more  than 
seven   thousand  men,  profiting  by  the  localities, 
and  concealed  by  the  morning  mist,  approached 
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the  entrenchments  vrithout  being  seen,  and  preci- 
pitated themselves  with  impetuosity  to  the  assault. 
Overthrown  in  several  attempts,  they  returned 
each  time  with  fury  to  the  charge,  and  after  a  long 
struggle  ended  by  being  mastera  of  the  rampart. 
Rejecting  every  proposition  to  surrender,  the  gar- 
rison continued  with  unshaken  courage  to  main- 
tain a  conflict  now  hopeless,  preferring  a  glorious 
death,  and  were  overwhelmed  together,  with  the 
exception  of  six  soldiers  in  the  lazaret,  who  bad 
taken  no  part  in  the  defence,  and  who  were 
made  prisoners  by  the  mountaineers.  These  last, 
as  a  mark  of  respect  for  the  defenders  of  the  re- 
doubt, carried  to  their  houses  some  amongst  them 
who  gave  hopes  of  recovery,  one  of  whom  was 
the  lieutenant  KhoudobashcfF  of  the  infantry  regi- 
ment of  Navag^naky,  who,  severely  wounded  in 
the  arm  and  leg,  had  fallen  one  of  the  last.  The 
garrison  of  this  redoubt  was  composed  of  four 
hundred  men  of  all  ranks ;  the  loss  of  the  moun- 
t^neers,  in  killed  alone,  amounted  to  nini 
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mountaineers,  to  the  number 


of  the  3Snd  of  Marchj 
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men.  attacked  the  redoubt  r  of  Michailo&ky.  of 
which  the  garrison  counted  only  480  men  of  all 
arms.     The  brave   commandant,  second  Captain 
Idkoi  of  the  5th  battalion  of  the  Cps^acks  of  t^e 
frontier  line  of  the  Black  Sea,  haying  received 
information  of  the  enemy's  intentions,  had  made 
his  preparations  beforehand  to  oppose  to  them  a 
vigorous  resistance;  seeing  it  was  impossible  to 
receive  any  reinforcements  in  time,  he  had  pre- 
pared nails  to  spike  the  cannon,  in  the  event  of 
the  rampart  being  carried,  and  had  constructed 
m  the  interior  of  the  redoubt  a  *  reduit,'  by  means 
of  planks,  boards,  and  other  materials,  fit  for  the 
purpose:  he  then  assembled  the  whole  garrison, 
officers  and  soldiers,  and  proposed  to  them  to  blow 
up  the  powder  magazine  if  they  failed  in  repuls- 
^  the  enemy ;  this  proposition  was  received  with 
^  enthusiasm  which  the  conduct  of  the  garrison 
Subsequently  justified.      The  mountaineers  were 
deceived  by  a  most  murderous  fire  from  the  artil- 
*^iry  of  the  fort,  and  could  not  make  themselves 
^asters  of  the  rampart  till  after  a  combat  of  one 
*Vour  and  a  half,  during  which  they  experienced 
^Considerable  loss ;  the  heroic  efforts  of  the  garrison 
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having,  at  one  period,  driven  tliem  into  the  ditcli, 
they  took  to  flight ;  but  the  mountaineerB  on  horse- 
buck,  wlio  remained  in  observation  at  a  certain 
distance,  received  the  runaways  at  tlie  points  of 
their  swords;  seeing,  therefore,  inevitable  death 
on  both  sides,  they  returned  to  the  assault,  and 
having  driven  the  garrison  from  the  ramparts, 
drove  tliem  into  the  '  reduit,'  after  having  burnt 
all  the  military  stores,  provisions,  and  appoint- 
ments, that  were  in  the  redoubt.  The  fire  of 
musketry  continued  for  half-an-hour,  it  sud- 
denly ceased,  and  the  mountaineers  began  to  con- 
gratulate themselves  on  their  victor>-,  when  the 
magazine  exploded.  The  garrison  perished  in 
accomplishing  this  act,  which  will  be  for  ever 
remembered  in  military  annals,  and  with  tbem 
perished  all  the  moimtaineera  that  were  in  the 
redoubt.  Unfortunately,  the  author  of  this  heroic 
action  is  unknown  ;  it  is  thought  that  it  wa*  ac- 
complished by  a  simple  soldier,  called  Ossipofl'; 
the  result  of  the  inquiry  instituted  on  Uie  subject 
will  be  eventually  published.  The  details  of  the 
defence  of  the  redoubts  "Wielminoff  and  Michwl- 
ofsky,  were  disclosed  by  the  mountaineers  them- 
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sehres,  and  by  some  soldiers  escaped  from  their 
slarerj.  The  serrices  of  those  heroes,  thus  dead 
o&  the  field  of  battle,  have  been  honoured  by  his 
Imperial  Majesty  in  the  persons  of  their  families^ 
whose  exLBTtence  having  been  ascertained,  their 
cbildren  will  be  brought  up  at  the  expense  of  the 
^tate.  These  two  redoubts  are  re-occupied  by 
detachments  of  troops,  serving  on  the  eastern 
c^oast  of  the  Black  Sea. 

'*  The  fortress  of  Navaginsky  has  often  been 

^^bject    to    the    attacks    of   the    mountaineers, 

^U.t  they  have  always   been  repulsed  with   the 

^^Tne  valour  and  with  the  same  firmness.     In  one 

^f    these  attacks,  taking  advantage  of  the  dark- 

'^^ss  of  the  night,  and  the  noise  of  tlie  tempest, 

^ey  approached    the    fort  unperceived    by   the 

^^utries,  surrounded  it  on  all  sides,  and  rushing 

^ll  at  once  to  the  assault,  with  ladders  and  hooks, 

*^ey  made  themselves  masters  of  a  part  of  the 

^^anpart,  and  penetrated  into  the  fort.     The  com- 

*^^«uidant,  Captain  Podgoursky,  and  the  lieutenant, 

^acovlefi*,  then  went  to  meet  them  with  a  part  of 

^^e  garrison,  and  were  all  killed  on  the  spot ;  but 

^beir  death  in  no  way  diminished  the  ardour  of 
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the  soldiers,  who  rushed  upon  the  enemy  with 
the  bayonet,  and  drove  them  into  the  ditch;  the 
combat  was  maintained  with  the  same  enthusiasm 
in  every  otlier  part  of  the  fortress,  and  even  the 
sick,  spontaneously  hastening  out  of  the  lazaret, 
took  part.  At  the  point  of  day,  after  three  hours 
of  a  bloody  conflict,  the  fortress  was  delivered  of 
its  enemies,  who  left  a  considerable  number  of 
dead  and  wounded. 

"On  the  26th  of  May,  the  fort  Abinskj',  situ- 
ated between  the  Kuban  and  the  coast  of  the  Black 
Sea,  was  surrounded,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
by  a  band  of  mountaineers,  amounting  to  12,000 
men,  who  had  assembled  in  the  neighbourhood, 
with  great  cries  and  firing  shots.  The  hail  of 
balls,  hand  grenades,  and  artillery,  vrith  which 
they  were  received,  did  not  stop  their  ardour. 
Full  of  temerity,  and  contempt  of  danger,  they 
descended  with  promptitude  and  wonderful  agility 
into  the  ditch,  and  commenced  escalading  the 
rampart,  thus  blindly  rushing  on  to  certain  death. 
Their  warriors,  coveted  With  coats  of  inail,  pene- 
trated several  tiiries  into  the  iniriencliment,  but 
each  time  they  were  eJiher  killed  or  repulsed;  at 


last,  however,  in  spit^  of  iJ],  the,  ^^figjftdi  .o£  tbe 

ganrison^  ^  niimerpus  tr^i^op  infi4e!.,^eir.wiQrin^ 
the  interior  of  a  bastiion^  f^4  advanced,  witti  oolow^ 
flying,  into  .the  inte^oi:  Pfji^^^  fortress,  i  The  coin^ 
loandaaty  Qplpnel  Yassilo^ky,  preserving  all  kia 
j^reseoce  of  mind  in  thi^  ci;jtiQal  mp^nent,  rus]ied 
on  the  enemy  with  forty  men  at  jGixed  bayonetsij 
^t  he  had  kept  in  reserve^  and  drove  them  out 
of  the  intrenchment)  with  the  loss  of  a  pail  .of 
flours.     This  brilliant  ac^f)iii  arrested  the  auda- 
<^ity  of  the  assailants^  and  i^iflAmed  to  the  highest 
degree  the  courage  of  the  , garrison;  the  enemy 
^at  a  retreat  at  all  points>  and  took  to  flight, 
^^4Tying  their  dead  with  th^em,,  according  to  the 
^^atom  of  eastern  nations,    ^en. wounded  remained 
*^  the  hands  of  the  garrison,  who  found  six  hun* 
^i»"ed  and  eighty-five  dead,  in  the  iuterior  of  the 
^Xace,  and  the  ditches^  tl^  nufnber  of  those  that 
^•>.e    mountaineers    carried. , vith  them  to,,buryj 
^^^aounted,  without  doubt,  to  a  much  more  coa-'. 
^^derable  number.     On  ou;*  ^idp,  the  loss  was  n\jk^r. 
^^en  killed,  and  eighteen  wounded ;  at,  the  momentl 
^f  attack,  the  garrison. of  fort  Abinsiky  was  com-r 
Posed  of  a  general  officer,  fifteen  officers,  aud  six 


hundred  and  seventy-six  soldiers.  The  Qumerieal 
weakness  of  this  place,  alone,  proves  the  extraor> 
diiiary  intrepidity  of  officers,  as  well  as  soldiers, 
and  their  unanimous  resolution  to  defend  with 
unalterable  firmness  tlie  ramparts  confided  to  their 
courage.  The  reverend  Patlier  Ivaiioff,  chaplain 
to  this  battalion,  constantly  remained,  cross  in 
hand,  in  the  ranks,  all  the  time  of  the  assault." 
Well  done,  Tom  Thumb  I 

The  officers'  names, who  disLingnished  tliemselves, 
are  then  mentioned,  and  those  who  received  crosses, 
including  one  to  the  Padre,  called  a  "  croix  pec- 
torale."*  The  men  were  rewarded  for  their  ser- 
vices by  a  year's  pay ;  in  other  words,  the  glorious 
sum  of  seven  shillings ! 

This  is  a  pretty  good,  though  not  an  unusual, 
specimen  of  government  veracity  in  Russia,  and 
so  filled  up  with  new  laurels,  brilliant  valour, 
heroic  actions,  glorious  faits  d'armes,  haut  fails, 
valiant  efforts,  and  glory,  that  one  would  imagine 
the  Russians,  not  the  Circassians,  were  the  vie* 
tors.  "  Barbarous  hordes,"  and  "  wild  enemiea," 
foraooth  1  Pray  what  does  half  the  population  of* 
•  An  ipccacnanha  lozeage.—PrinUr'i  devil. 
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flirir  country  consist  of?  "VVTiat  are  we  to  call 
the  Calmucks,  the  Bashkirs,  and  the  Kirghiz,  the 
Tchemomorski,  and  other  Cossacks?  Then  we 
bave  the  Circassians  carrying  off  the  wounded  oe 
mark  of  respect," — humbug !  much  more  like 
Gompassion.  The  history  of  the  magazine  comes 
next,  the  details  of  which  appear  to  be  a  most 
"  ingenious  fiction,"  probably  the  invention  of  oni; 
of  the  party,  who,  more  fortunate  than  his  com- 
fanioas,  had  risen  firom  the  dead  ;  nothing  short 
of  such  evidence  could  establish  the  fact.  The 
writer  of  the  bulletin  assigns  to  the  conunandant 
the  honour  of  assembling  the  whole  garrison, 
'fs  and  soldiers,  and  proposing  to  them  to 
Wow  up  the  powder  magazine,  if  they  failed  in 
npulsing  the  enemy; — they  did  fail,  they  were 
Hi  bloom  yp.  The  author  of  this  heroic  action  is 
unknown,  yet  the  writer  thinks,  according  to 
llearsay,  that  it  was  accomplished  by  a  simple 
loldier  of  the  name  of  Ossipoff.  The  captain's 
inxiety  to  have  his  nails  ready  appears  rather 
taperflnous  when  he  contemplated  such  a  finale. 
This  is  kindly  followed  up  by  a  desire  of  his 
Imperial  Majesty  to  have  their  "families  ascer- 
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tained,  in  order  that  they  may  be  broaght  up  at 
the  expense  of  the  state." — What  liberality !  The 
meaning  of  tliis  is  to  make  soldiers  of  them,  and 
Russian  soldiers  1 — Athens  was  never  more  grate- 
ful to  her  aons ! 

The  account  of  the  assault  of  fort  Abinsky  is 
equally  preposterous  with  what  has  preceded  it 
This  field  work,  with  a  garrison  of  676  men,  is 
described  as  having  been  attacked  by  12,000 
men,  many  of  them  accoutred  in  coats  of  mail, 
who,  having  performed  prodigies  of  valour,  and 
succeeded  in  getting  into  the  body  of  the  place, 
are  finally  repulsed  by  a  charge  of  forty  men,  and 
obliged  to  retreat,  leaving  685  of  their  deatl  in  the 
fort  and  ditches.  The  number  they  carried  with 
them  to  bury  "  being  much  more  considerable," 
we  may  conclude  they  amounted  to  900,  making 
in  all  1,585  killed;  in  this  slaughter  only  ten  are 
wounded,  and  the  loss  of  the  garrison  amounts 
to  nine  killed !  and  just  eighteen  wounded ! !  The 
truth  of  all  this  rhodoniontade  may  be  told  in  a.  veiy 
few  words.  In  the  month  of  February,  1840,  the 
Circassians  opened  their  winter  campaign  by  an 
attack   upon  the  fort   of  Souhasbec,  which  i 


IN  THE  KILLED  AND  WOUNDED.  ggQ 

attended  vrith  the  most  brilliant  snccess ;  the  assail- 
uits  came  down  from  the  mountains  during  the 
night,  and  concealed  themselves  in  the  ditcfa» 
Before  dawn  a  few  of  them  ascended  the  rampart 
^perceived,  overpowered  the  guard  at  the  gate, 
opened  it,  and  let  in  their  companions,  who  rushed 

• 

uito  the  interior  of   the  work,  and  the  greater 
P^rt  of  the  garrison  being  sick,  all  oppositioii 
leased*    This  enterprize,  upon  which  their  future 
'itecess  depended,  was  conducted  with  the  greatest 
*fcill,  caution,  and  courage ;  their  further  progress 
^«is  plain  sailing,  and  the  guns  and  stores  taken 
^^Te   were    employed   in   reducing   the   fort    of 
Cl^gisoape)   WielminofF.     The  attack   upon   this 
^^as  conducted  by  Col.  M— — ,  whose  services  I 
*^^ve  already  alluded  to.  Under  his  able  directions, 
^tle  operations  were  carried  on  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, and  two  guns  having  been  placed  in  battery, 
^^lich  the  Circassians  served  with  great  courage 
^^d  intelligence,  a  breach  was    soon    eflfected; 
^coming  the  aid  of  musketry,  they  then  drew  their 
Vindjals,  and  rushed  to  the  assault,  and  as  they 
Neither  gave  nor  received  quarter,  the  whole  gar^ 
^n  was  put  to  the  sword.    The  forts  of  Toaps6, 

VOL.  I.  o 
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(Lazareffskj-,)  and  Vlioolan  (Michailofsky)  were 
taken  aoon  after,  much  in  the  same  manner.  These 
successes  terminated  lu  the  capture  of  the  fort  of 
Abyr,  which,  as  I  have  before  said,  commands  the 
defile  and  road  between  Glieleiidjik,  and  Ojinskaia 
on  the  Kuban :  this  fortress  was  larger  than  any  of 
the  others,  and  the  garrison  of  eight  hundred  men 
were  all  either  killed  or  made  prisoners.  The 
immense  quantities  of  military  stores  taken  in 
these  forts,  together  with  other  materials,  will 
enable  the  Circassians  to  carry  on  the  war. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  supplies  is  very 
great;  the  smugglers  from  Trebizonde  continue 
occasionally  to  run  small  quantities  of  salt  and 
powder,  but  the  enterprize  is  attended  with  con- 
siderable risk.  It  can  only  be  accomplished  in 
the  winter,  when  the  Russian  cruizers,  unable,  or 
disinclined  to  face  tlie  weather,  run  into  the  har- 
bours, which,  on  this  coast,  are  few  and  far  be- 
tween. Small  boats,  similar  to  the  camanc  men- 
tioned by  Strabo,  are  employed  to  land  the  goods; 
they  are  kept  in  marshy  creeks  inland,  whcr^ 
they  lie  unobserved  amongst  the  rushes,  and  are= 
launched  on  the  approach  of  the  vessel,  so  that  no 
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time  is  lost  in  removing  the  cargo.  The  elements 
also,  now  and  then,  do  the  mountaineers  a  good 
turn,  for  a  Russian  frigate,  or  transport,  with 
stores  for  the  forts,  is  not  unfrequently  driven 
ashore  during  the  heavy  gales,  and  about  three 
years  ago  the  Jason,  man-of-war  steamer,  was  also 
^^cked  near  Ghelendjik. 

In  order  to  appreciate  the  result  of  the  efforts 

<^f  the  Circassians  in  this  campaign,  it  must  be 

»ome  in  mind  that  their  success  was  principally 

^wing  to  their  individual  courage  in  hand-to-hand 

^ghting,  with   a   weapon   only   fifteen  inches  in 

*^Ugth,  opposed  to  disciplined  troops,  a  powerful 

**xillery,   and  all   the  means  and  appliances  of 

Modern  warfare.     The  kindjal  ia  similar  in  shape 

^  the  ancient  Roman  sword,  remarkably  broad  in 

P^X)portion  to  its  length,  but  the  handle  is  without 

^^y  guard. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  horrors  of  war, 

^^^der  any  circumstances,  were  sufficiently  dreadful 

*^^  call  forth  the  sympathies  of  every  man  who  is 

^^fortunately  charged  with  the  responsibility  of 

^^nducting  it ;  but  this  is  not  the  case  in  the  pre- 

^nt  instance;  Mons.  de  Montpereux,  the  advo- 
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cate  of  Russia  in  this  contest,  obflerres  that  the 
emperor  Nicholas  is  "  habile  a  saisir  Ics  mesuies 
les  plus  efHcaces,  cclles  qui  tranchent  1e  mal  par 
la  racine."  This  feeling  has  been  literally  acted 
upon,  and  the  motto  of  Loyola  too  often  adopted 
by  those  who  have  been  entrusted  with  the  exe- 
cution of  his  Imperial  Majesty's  wilL 

The  expeditions  and  reconnaissances  into  the 
interior  have  frequently  been  marked  by  a  regular 
system  of  rapine  and  pillage,  and  whole  villages 
have  been  given  up  to  the  flames.  If  tlie  report 
was  true  that  the  Emperor  had  given  orders  that 
the  country  should  be  laid  waste  in  this  manner, 
the  superior  officers  were  too  ready  to  act  in  s 
corresponding  spirit;  and  if  it  was  false,  it  is 
monstrous  that  they  should,  upon  their  own  re- 
sponsibility, have  been  wantonly  guilty  of  such 
enormities.  This  is  no  exaggeration  of  the  con- 
duct pursued  towards  the  Circassians.  I  have, 
on  several  occasions,  heard  them  described  by 
Russians  as  wild  beasts,  only  Ht  to  be  huntetV- 
dovm  vrith  blood-hounds,  as  the  Maroons  were  ic^fc 
St.  Domingo.  A  deeply -rooted  feeUng  of  reveng^^" 
has  naturally  ensued,  and  accounts  for  the  Circas.— 
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auuia  having  given  no  quarter  during  the   late 

^entk     The  spell  that  hung  over  the  Russian 

forts  is  now  brokeuy  as  several  of  them  have  fallen ; 

this  cannot  fail  to  inspire  the  inhabitants  of  the 

Caucasus  with  the  hope  of  further  success.     On 

the  other  hand,  the  defeats  sustained  by  tb^ir 

enemies  cannot  fail  to  depress  the  ''morale  "  of  an 

^nnjj  completely  disgusted  with  a  war  to  which 

they  see  no  prospect  of  a  termination,  and  in 

'^liidi  they  suffer  so  severely  from  every  kind  of 

Privation  and  disease.      It  is,  in  truth,  popular 

^iily  with  the  superior  officers,  and  those  holding 

^^ommands,  who,  independent  of  an   increase  of 

I^a.y,  have,  in  their  various  perquisites,  so  many 

opportunities  of   benefiting    by  it.      In  justice, 

*^owever,  to  the  men,  let  it  be  said  that  the  army 

the  Caucasus  has  done  its  duty  ;  the  odium  of 

^e  excesses  which  have  been  committed  rests 

^^th  him  in  whom  the  war  originated. 

The  contest  in  Circassia  cannot  fail  to  interest 

^lie  heart  of  any  man  possessed  of  one  spark  of 

S^nerous  feeling,  for  it  is  for  libierty  of  the  purest 

^ind,  national  independence.     It   does   not   owe 

*ts  rise  to  excess  of  tyranny  in  her  own  princes, 

o3 


gg^  ORCASSIAN  LIBERTT.  ^H 

nor  to  the  insidious  arts  of  heated  demagogues 
and  political  adrenturers,  supported  by  followers 
as  weak  and  scliish  as  themselves.  It  is  the 
struggle  of  u  brave  people,  who  have  for  sixty 
years  been  defending  their  wives,  tbeir  children, 
and  their  homes,  and  all  that  man,  civilized  or 
not,  holds  deafi  against  an  enemy  overwhelming 
ill  numbers,  and  possessed  of  immense  resources. 
True,  tlie  liberty  of  Circassia  is  of  a  rough  cha- 
racter, but  the  gem  is  there,  tliough  unpolished ; 
and  shall  we  not  sympathize  with  these  noblr 
descendants  of  the  Laced£Gmonians,  who  still  act 
with  the  same  gallant  spirit  that  animated  their 
ancestors  ?  Not  only  is  the  abstract  idea  of  beiu 
subdued  abhorrent  to  their  feelings,  but  their  fi>te_  ■ 
if  unsuccessful,  will  be  embittered  by  the  tyrsn —  - 
nieat  and  oppressive  character  of  their  conquerors 
Well  may  they  dread  their  rule ;  a  nation,  amonf 
whom  no  liberty,  but  that  of  thinking,  is  ] 
mitted,  and  that  not  aloud ;  who,  iu  the  countii^^^^ ' 
that  have  submitted  to  them  undei  the  mo«^^ 
tiiilemn  treaties,  that  their  rights  should  be  i^  * 
spected,  have  directly  or  indirectly  violated  tlia-^*" 
^TOcJpower  gave  them  ^ 
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opportaxiitieB  of  doing  so ;  whose  energies  have 
'^een  always  directedy  since  the  time  of  Peter  the 
^eat,  in  support  of  despotism,  foreign  and  do- 
^estiCf  and  whose  civilization  consists  in  little 
^ore  than  having  adopted  the  arts  of  modem 
Warfare,  and  the  details  of  discipline,  to  render 
^eir  brute  force  more  available. 

Sut  will  no  one  step  forward  in  support  of 
this  unfortunate  people?     Will  the  powers  of 
Europe  permit  the  Caucasian  race,  whose  silence 
^  distress   is  far   more  eloquent   than  words — 
^^ill  they  allow  them  to  be  swept  off  from  the 
f^ce  of  the  earth  by  these  half-civilized  descend- 
^x^ts  of  the  Sarmatian  hordes,  whose  love  of  ag- 
Si^ndizement,  and  grasping  ambition,  have  already 
^^ttended  the  bounds  of  their  empire  to  its  present 
Overgrown  and  unnatural  limits?      Yes,  for   on 
*Uch  occasions,  the   sympathies   of  governments 
^t'e  awake  only  to  the  commercial  or  other  bene- 
fits that  may  be   expected  to  result  from  their 
interference ;  and  even  these,  though  manifestly 
Existing  for  England  in  the  present  case,  have 
Oeen  left  unnoticed  by  ours.  Without  such  assist- 
ance, the  struggles  of  the   Circassians,   though 


(the  circassiak's  last  hope. 


:  Baperhuman,   will   be   in  vain, 
opponents,   by    superiority    of    numbers,   by    the 
total  disregard  of  the  waste  of  human  life  in  their 
own  army,  their  vast  resonrees,  and  the  dt^ed 
tenacity  with  which  tliey  conduct  erery  enterprize 
of  the  same  nature,  must  eventually  prevail.    The 
apathy  displayed  by  individuals  on   the  subject 
can  only  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  tliat  the 
chivalrous  efforts  of  these  gallant  mountaineers, 
in   the  cause  for  which   they  contend,   are   not 
generally  known.    If  they  were,  surely  tliey  would 
find  in  England  some  generous  spirits  ready  to 
assist  them,  at  least  with  the  means  of  defenct,  .^^ 
and  thereby  secure  to  them  their  only  wish,  as  anr^s 
alternative  to  success — that  of  dying  with  arms  iir^jm 
their  hands. 

Since  tliis  imperfect  sketch  of  the  operations  i^^  ^n 
Circassia  was  written,  Mr.  Bell's  work  on  t 
country  has  been  pubhshcd,  and  in  support  of  n 
views  of  tlieir  successes,  I  was  glad  to  fiod  iH' 
the  following  pithy  letter  &om  one  of  the  < 
cnssian  chiefs  to  that  gentleman: — 

"  My  dear  old  friend,  Yakiil  Bey,  how  are  yofc 
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^elL    The  news  we  have  for  you  is  really  inter- 
esting. 

**  On  Wednesday,  the  sixteenth  of  Zil-hltsheb, 
i^&inediately  after  the  morning  prayer,  the  fortress 
<^  the  stream  of  the  Waia  was  stormed  in  an 
^Hmr;  all  the  soldiers  there,  together  with  the 
^omen,  the  g^s,  the  ammunition,  and  stores,  all 
^ere  captured,  and  the  houses  were  burned.  We 
I^^  in  this  affidr  only  twenty-one  martyrs,  (»•  e, 
^led.)  Before  this,  the  enemy  marched  from 
SAkimi  upon  Ardler,  but  was  unable  to  effect  any 
thiiig ;  our  friends  having  gathered,  stopped  them 
^^  the  way  and  took  twenty-five  prisoners. 

"  Hassan  Bey. 


f€ 


27th  of  Zil-hitsheh,  1255.     (let  March,  1840.) 


**  1st  P.S.  My  old  friend,  after  the  taking  of 
^e  above-named  fort  of  Waia,  on  Thursday  the 
^^h  of  Moharrem,  after  morning  prayer,  we  at- 
^^cked  the  fort  of  Toapse.  After  seven  and  a  half 
^Ours'  fighting,  the  place,  and  all  that  it  contained, 
*^ll  into  our  hands.  This  moment  for  your  in- 
^^tmation. 

"  2nd  P.S.      One  week  after  the  above  date, 


ogg  BREVITT,  MODESTY,  AND  TRUTH. 

the  fort  of  Abyn,  in  Shapsuk,  was  taken ;  thank 
be  to  the  AUnighty. 

''At  this  moment,  my  good  friend,  we  ai 
gathering  again. 

"3rd  P.S.  Shekir  Effendi,  Barsek  Hadj 
Deckhemoka,  Hussem  Bey,  and  all  our  kinsmei 
send  you  their  salutations." 

So  much  for  the  old  highland  chieftain's  dc 
spatch,  which  stands  in  happy  contrast  with  ths 
of  St.  Petersburgh,  for  brevity,  modesty,  an 
truth. 


END    OF    VOL.    I. 


W.  Tyler,  Printer,  Bolt-court,  London. 
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the  acacias  in  front  of  our  windows 
put  forth  their  leaves,  and  the  clouds  of 
limed  that  as  the  roads  were  becoming 
ii  the  time  for  our  leaving  Odessa  drew  near, 
fore  entering  into  any  description  of  the 
ies  of  our  journey  northwards,  I  must 
id  I  do  it  with  heartfelt  pleasure,  my  deep 
gratitude  to  our  high-minded  and  talented 
reneral,  Mr.  Yeames,  and  his  family,  for 
less  and  friendship  manifested  towards 
^m  during  our  stay.  A  portion  of  that 
was  extended  under  circumstances  which 
ipossible  that  it  should  ever  be  forgotten. 


OMii^atioiis  and  i'ocliiiii's  of  tlic  ^amc  nature  iii^ 
duct'  me  to  mcnliun  llie  name  of  our  oxcrlK-iiL- 
friend  and  countryman,  Dr.  Prout,  whose  profes- 
sional skill  was  extremely  valuable  to  me  in 
very  severe  illness,  more  particularly  as  it 
accompanied  by  very  great  kindness  of  manner 
These  have  gained  for  him — ^no  easy  thing  for 
foreigner  in  Russia — the  respect  and  esteem  o 
every  one  who  has  the  good  fortune  of  being 
known  to  him. 

I  was  now  recommended  to  bestir  myself  about 
my  passport,  which,  from  its  being  for  the  interior, 
would  take  some  time  as  well  as  trouble  to  pro- 
cure.    In  appl3dng  for  it  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing  one  of  the  numerous  methods  adopted 
by  the  Government  of  raising  the  wind,  through 
the  medium  of  stamped  papers.     All  business  in 
the  public  offices  and  courts  of  justice  is  carried 
on  in  writing,  and  no  communication  is  received 
by  the  head  of  a  department,  unless  the  docu- 
ment has  the  Imperial  eagle  upon  it.     The  price 
of  the  lowest  stamped  paper  on  which   official 
business  is  transacted,  is  about  seven  pence  of  our 
money ;  and  when  the  extent  to  which  the  system 


BUREAUCRATIE.  S 

of  «« bureaucratie"  is  carried  is  carefully  considered, 

U  ^will  be  evident  that  the  sums  raised  in  this 

iiuuiner  must  form  an  important  item  in  the  reve- 

i^ue.    The  vexatious  delays  I  had  experienced  in 

pwxruring  my  Crimean  passport  were  few,  in  com- 

puison  with  what  I  encountered  on  this  occasion. 

The  first  step  it  was  necessary  to  take  in  so  intri- 

c^  an  a£^r  was,  to  go  to  the  police  office  with 

tty  "  carte-de-sejour."      Before   this   document, 

however,  could  be  forwarded  to  the  police  master, 

It  was  requisite  that  it  should  be  accompanied  by 

*  petition,  and  as  I  could  not  write  Russ,  I  had 

to  look  about  the  office  for  one  of  the  numerous 

scriveners  who  make  a  livelihood  by  inditing  these 

official  "  billet-doux."     This  was  of  course  drawn 

4 

^t  upon  a  stamp,  and  having  given  in  the  two 
PH^ers,  I  departed,  with  an  intimation  that  I 
"light  "call  again  to-morrow."  Three  hours 
^ere  consumed  in  this  preliminary  step.  The 
'^t  morning,  at  the  appointed  hour,  I  was  again 
^  the  office ;  and  after  having  had  the  satisfaction 
rf  seeing  the  hand  of  the  cuckoo-clock  describe 
^0  circles,  an  understrapper  announced  to  me 
the  agreeable  intelligence  that  I  might  foUow  him. 

B  2 


4'  PAssroar  and  chinovniks. 

Keepii^  close  to  his  heoU,  we  threaded,  or,  rather, 
pushed  our  way  through  a  crowd  of  petitioners, 
all  of  the  lower  orders,  until   my  companion  con- 
fronted me  with  a  man  in  a  green  coal  with  brass 
buttons, — the  civil    uniform.      This  was   only  a. 
chinovnik;*  though.judging  by  his  important  man- 
ner, he  might  have  been  Count  Benkendorf  him- 
self.    I  now  observed  that  a  third  document  had 
been  appended  to  the  two  I  left  the  day  before  ; 
this  being,  as  usual,  on  a  stamp,  I  paid  for  it,  and 
in  the  official  catechism  that  followed,  the  gentle- 
man in  ^ecn  was  so  pre-occupied,  that  he  forgot 
to  give  me  my  change.     The  office  jackal  now 
took   me  to  at  least  ten  different  persons,  wbo 
signed  and  countersigned  each  paper ;  and  aAer 
wheeling  in  and  out  of  almost  every  room  but  the 
one  I  wished  to  get  bito,  the  principal  one,  I  was 
brought  back  to  ray  absent  friend  with  the  braw 
buttons:  here  1  had  to  pay  for  another  stamped 
paper,  and  have  the  "  change  taken  out  of  me" 
again  :  my  silent  submission  to  this  roguery  pro- 
cured me  a  low  bow,  with  a  request  to  leave  iht 
papers   with  him,   and  "  call    again  to-morruw." 
■  An  under  clerk. 


A   SIGN   MANUAL.  5 

£efore  I  left  the  office  I  was  infoimed  that  this 
delay  was  to  fpvetke  police  tfane  to  inquire  whe- 
^Jier  there  were  any  claims  against  ne  in  the  town 
:Anr  debt*    The  following  day.  I  was  /  once  moore 
^t  my  post ;  but  this  time:  it  was  evident  diat  the 
l^gal  (though  not  the  illegal)  forms  and  demaiids 
l&ad  been  complied  with.     My  papers  lay  duly 
sik^vnmged  upon  the  table,  but  the  man  in  green 
jpsdd  no  attention  to  me ;  and  though  many  appli-* 
^::suit8  were  suocessfuly^  the  crowd  around  him  ap* 
Sheared  to  increase,  rather  than  diminish.    I  soon 
^B^w  how  matters  stood ;  and  feeling  certain  that^ 
"^UJets  I  followed  the  example  of  those  who  had 
^^tiied«  I  should  again  be  desired  to  "  call  again 
"to-morrow,"  I  put  my  hand  into  my  pocket,  a 
^^pi  manual  which  this  purveyor  of  signatures 
perfectly  understood,  and  we  effected  an  amicable 
e^cchsnge.     Handing  me  the  papers,  he  pocketed 
^  silver,  with  the  most  perfect  ''  sang  froid," 
telling  me,  as  he  dropped  the  52-copeck  pieces 
^to  his  pocket,  that  "  the  Imperial  salary  would 
not  keep  him  in  boots.'*    I  was  now  enabled  to 
pass  the  sentry  who  guarded  the  entrance  to  the 
sanctum  of  the  Chef  de  Police.     His  office,  like 


most  other  public  ones  in  Russia,  consisted  of  four 
bare  walls,  with  a  brick  stove,  reaching  up  to  the 
ceiling,  in  one  cornet,  and  was  furnished  witli  &. 
common  deal  table  and  a  few  chairs.     Thoc^h  ek. 
civil   functionary,  I  found  him  in  full  unifona.  ^ 
and,  as  usual,  radiant  with  orders. 

The  table  was  covered  with  papers,  and  in  ikxc 
centre  stood  the  Palladium  of  the  place.     Ttus 
extraordinary  aflFaJr,  which  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
principal  room  of  every  public  office  in  Russift,  ia 
made  of  copper  or  iron,  gilt,  and  thougb  mucfc 
lai^er  than  a  Metronome,  and  having  three  sidai 
instead  of  four,  is  not  unlike  one ;  the  Irapcri*' 
eagle  crowns  the  apex.     On  this  singular  insini* 
ment  of  office  is  engraved  a  variety  of  uistructioiHi 
addressed  to  those  entrusted  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  laws,  and  suitable  advice  respecting 
the  great  sin  of  bribery  and  corruption.     T^* 
public   monitor  is  said  to  have  been  devised  bj 
Peter  the  Groat,  whose  anxiety  on  the   suhjeel 
appears  to  have  been  well  founded.     The  peraan 
in  the  present  instance,  bad  accumulated  a  forCinU 
that  his  net  salary  for  one  hundred  years  would 
never  have  amounted  to.     But  hi«  is  not  a  solitairj 
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»i  for  the  respect  paid  to  the  mute  admonitions 

of  these  tablets  is  in  form  only,  and  that  is  most 

x^eligiously  obserred*    As  it  is  the  representative 

%^  the  Lnperial  power,  no  Russian  enters  the  room 

-without  taking  oS  his  hat  to  it ;  the  serfs  carry 

^Jus  feeling  still  further,  and  I  have  observed  many 

<^  them  who  had  accidentally  caught  a  glimpse  of 

it  firom  the  adjoining  room,  bow  as  low  to  it  as 

tiiey  would  have  done  to  the  altar.     Foreigners, 

ignorant  of  the  sanctity  of  this  emblem,  not  un- 

firequently  meet  with  sharp  rebuffs  for  their  un- 

^tting  neglect  in  not  saluting  it.     I  was  first 

awakened  to  the  necessity  of  so  doing  by  a  threat 

f>f  having  my  hat  knocked  off. 

But  the  drollest  anecdote  connected  with  Rus- 
ttan  '^  exigeance  "  regarding  this  custom  was  the 
case  of  the  celebrated  Mr.  A.,  a  member  of  the 
Society  of  Friends,  who  was  brought  to  the  tri^ 
angles  in  the  following  manner.  Accompanied  by 
an  English  resident  at  Odessa,  this  gentleman 
went  one  morning  to  the  post-office  for  his  letters, 
bat  entered  the  principal  room  alone,  of  course 
without  taking  off  his  hat.  Every  one  started  to 
his  feet  at  the  sight ;  the  chinovniks  were  petri- 
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fied  at  such  an  awful  breach  of  decorum.  "  Take 
off  your  hat,  sir,"  said  the  '  chef  ije  bureau ; ' 
"  don't  you  see  the  triaDgle  ?"  but  the  delioquent 
and  his  hat  remaiaed  unmoved.  "Turn  lum 
out,"  cried  the  chinovniks ;  "  turn  Mm  out "  was 
"  echoed  about,"  and  they  were  proceeding  to  ex- 
tremities, when  his  friend  hearing  the  uproar  came 
in  to  his  assistance,  and  stepped  forward  to  explain. 
"This  gentleman,"  said  he,  addressing  the  post- 
master, "  has  kept  his  hat  on  in  the  Emperor's 
presence,  surely  he  may  do  so  before  an  iron  tri- 
angle." "  Impossible,"  observed  the  chief;  "  im- 
possible," echoed  the  satellites.  "Quite  true,  I 
can  assure  you,"  said  the  peace-maker,  "  for  my 
friend  Mr.  A.  is  a  Quaker."  "  A  what  ?"  inquired 
the  man  in  office.  "  A  Quaker."  "  What  is  that  ? 
which  class  does  he  belong  to  ?  "*  And  it  re- 
quired all  his  friend's  influence,  and  he  had  a  good 
deal,  to  get  Mr.  A.  out  of  the  office  with  his  hat 
on  Itis  head. 

But  to  return  to  my  passport.     The  signature 

■  There  arefourteen  clanaes  or  grades  between  th«  Emperot 

uid  the  lowest  chiiiovnik.   Tlie  aame  custom  of  ranks  it  asid  to 

prevail  in  China,     It  is  Bingular  enough  the  RusBian  word  for 

rank  ii  "chin,"  und  in  the  Chineae  language  it  is  the  same. 
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I  bad  80  long  waited  for  was  duly  affixed,  and  I 
left  the  office ;  but  not  in  pooenion  of  that  docu- 
ment, for  my  three  days  of  apparently  **  pas  per- 
diis"  had  merely  procured  me  a  certificate  tluit  I 
was  not  in  debt^  which  happily  I  knew  before.  I 
liad  now  to  proceed  to  the  office  of  the  military 
governor,  where  two  or  three  more  bribes  were 
administered,  and  another  triangle  or  two  propi- 
tiated before  I  could  obtain  it  Then  it  was  of  no 
use  to  me  as  a  final  measure,  for  as  I  intended  to 
travel  post  I  had  still  to  present  it  at  another  office 
to  get  a  padaroshna,  or  order  for  post-horses.  There 
I  was  again  obliged  to  show  my  certificate  from  the 
police  that  I  had  no  debts,  and  two  days  more 
were  consumed  before  I  received  the  document 
which  at  length  set  me  at  liberty  to  start.* 

The  passport  and  padaroshna  safe,  we  haj»tened 
the  arrangements  for  our  departure ;  in  makinj< 
which,  we   amply   profited    by   the    information 

•  The  government  charge  for  a  padaroshna  is  two  copeck ► 
per  verst  for  each  horse  on  the  whole  journey,  which  must  be 
piid  when  it  is  applied  for.  I  had  four  horses,  and  the  din- 
tance  to  Moscow  being  1383  versts,  the  amount  was  110  rou- 
bles, 64  copecks.  The  applicant  must  also  specify  the  exact 
^te  he  intends  to  take,  from  which  he  cannot  deviate. 

b3 
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gained  from  the  gallery  of  tbe  hotel  during  tlie 
summer.  The  rumble,  instead  of  being  packed 
with  guide-books,  maps,  &c.,  &c.,  was  filled  with 
very  different  and  infinitely  mote  necessarj-  arti- 
cles. First  came  the  *'  batterie  de  cuisine,"  in  the 
shape  of  a  brass  casserole,  the  lid  doing  duty  for  s 
frying  pan,  and  as  every  inch  of  room  was  of  con- 
sequence, tlie  tin  tea-cups  were  fitted  into  the  tea 
pot.  There  were  aj^so  knives,  forks,  and  spoons, 
tin  plates,  a  spirit  lamp,  candlesticks  and  suufieis. 
The  eatables  came  next ;  hunting  beef  prepared 
by  our  active  and  intelligent  English  servant; 
bread  and  biscuits,  tea,  sugar,  and  portable  soup. 
The  cellar,  duly  under  lock  and  key,  was  pieced  in 
front  of  the  carriage  seat,  uud  contained  six  good 
bottles  of  sherrj',  and  one  of  rum,  for  French 
brandy  is  prohibited  in  this  free  port.  As  there 
was  no  chance  of  meeting  with  a  bed,  except  in 
the  towns  of  Kharkoff,  Orel,  and  Tula,  we  were 
advised  to  take  a  canvass  bag  to  be  filled  cither 
with  hay  or  straw,  wlien  we  came  to  a  b&Jt. 
Sheets  packed  under  the  cushions,  towels,  and  the 
somovar,  completed  what  might  fairly  be  tei 
heavy  inarcliing  order,  and  our  preparations^ 
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more  like  those  of  people  going  to  squat  in  the 
"  fitf  West,"  than  to  travel  in  a  country  which  so 
Icjudly  asserts  her  claim  to  be  ranked  amongst  the 
XKiost  civilieed  nations  of  Europe. 

It  was  strongly  predicted  that  the  English 
li^Titzka  would  never  stand  such  savage  treatment, 
id  we  were  doomed  by  most  of  our  acquaintances 
make  at  least  half  the  journey  in  a  telega,  and 
iasionally  to  bivouac  on  the  steppe.  An  officer 
the  guards,  just  arrived  from  Petersburgh,  far- 
^lier  comforted  us  with  the  assurance  that  as  some 
^*f  the  provinces  near  Moscow  were  suffering  dread- 
^^j  from  fisimine,  and  in  a  disturbed  state,  we  had 
^l«o  every  chance  of  being  robbed. 

The  day  at  length   arrived,  and   early  in  the 
^^ming  the  bearded,  sheep-skinned  postillion  and 
*^  four  horses,  made  their  appearance  at  our  door. 
^  they  were  to  be  driven  all  abreast,  it  was  ne- 
<^€88ary  to  lash  on  a  false  splinter-bar  to  the  car- 
riage, and  this  was  about  two  feet  longer  at  each 
end  than  our  own.     Rope  traces  were  then  per- 
manently attached  to  the  bar,  for  the  postmasters 
never  provide  them,  and  they  are  adjusted  to  suit 
each  horse  at  every  station.     It  took  two  hours  to 
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coin]^(ete  these  arraugements ;  ue  honea  in 
mean  time  walked  about  the  yard,  turning  round 
HOW  and  then  to  the  footboard,  to  eat  the  stnvr 
placed  there  to  prevent  the  driver's  boots  from 
doing  more  injury  than  necessary. 

The  four  steeds  and  their  harness   would  af^ 
have  sold  for  £4  at  the  King-street  bazaar;  wlm*^ 
the  value  of  the  yemslchik  might  be  I  cannot  saj"  -" 
They  were  all  the  property  of  General  N.,  it  lie-"" 
scendant  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  has  the  conlrac  ^* 
for  furnishing  both  men  and  beasts  on  this  road. 

The  mujik  at  last  mounted,  not  his  horse,  bu     '"^ 
the  box,  ior  they  always  drive, — gathered  up  ht^^* 
ropes,  and  we  loft  the  town — but  only  to  retum 
for,  in  descending  the  hiU  to  the  barrier,  which  i —  * 
about  a  mile  from  it,  the  rumble,  from  the  execn^^*" 
ble  state  of  the  pavement,  broke  down,  and  ff^" 
were  obliged  to  retrace  our  steps.     This  was  a-::^^" 
unfortunate    commencement,    with    3000   vers^^^ 
before  us ;  but  it  was  some  coiksolation  to  thint-  -^ 
that  we  were  not  on  the  steppe,  fifty  or  a  hundr^*^ 
miles  from  a  blacksmith,  and   perhaps  ten  fro** 
any  babitatiuii. 
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N  three  days  the  injury  was  repaired ;  and  hav- 
^-^ig,  like  Robinson  Crusoe,  lightened  our  craft  of 
"'^  great  portion  of  our  baggage,  which  was  sent 
-fciome  by  sea,  we  put  a  good  face  upon  the  matter, 
^tnd  started  again  on  the  ^th   of  May.      The 
^ouaniers  at  the  barrier  were  civil,  and  did  their 
^uty  without  giving  us  unnecessary  annoyance,  a 
^K>infort  which  was,  I  believe,  owing  to  the  kind- 
ness of  the  Director,  the  most  amusing  and  agree- 
able Russian  in  Odessa.     With  the  exception  of 
the  residence  of  General  N,,  the  whole  suburb 
leading  to  the   Custom-house  consists   of  wood 
yards  and  mean  houses.     Our  first  station  was, — 
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Adgelik,  18  versts.  Post-house  good;  the  track 
for  the  first  six  miles  was  up  to  the  axles  in  sand, 
and  the  swing  of  the  britzka  was  so  great,  that  I 
fancied  myself  afloat  rather  than  in  a  carriage. 
Looking  back  from  hencCj  the  site  of  Odessa  was 
marked  by  clouds  of  dust,  rising  over  it  like  smoke 
from  a  volcano.  Here  commenced  the  miseries  of 
contending  with  Russian  postmasters,  which  I 
gave  up  the  next  stage,  for  I  found  that  a  bribe 
was  the  only  ailment;  when  this  salve  failed, 
there  was  nothing  to  be  done  but  take  it  quietly. 

CobUfka,  88.  Tried  to  sleep  here.  Ti 
village  is  called  after  an  Englishman  of  the  name 
Cobley,  who  waa  a  general  officer  in  the  Russii 
service.  He  is  dead ;  and  his  son,  who  resides 
on  the  estate,  does  not  speak  a  word  of  English. 
The  poat-house  is  wretched.  I  mention  this 
each  stage,  as  a  guide  to  others. 

Kra»snoi  Traktir,  18.     Here,  as  at  every 
place   we    stopped    for    tlie    night,    a    guard 
placed  over  the  carriage,  in  compliance   vdt 
advice  received  from  my  Odessa  friends, 
house  tolerable  ;  civil  people. 

Skei-melei,  20.      Post-house  good ;  passed 
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veiy  bige  flocks  of  merinos.  The  trade  near  this 
station  passes  between  two  tumuli ;  there  are  many 
in  the  plain. 

Varvarofka^  25.     On  the  Bug.  The  inn  is  kept 

by  a  German,  who  has  charge  of  the  ferry.     He 

was  civil  and  obliging.     The  river  here  is  nearly 

three  versts  in  breadth :  the  wind  was  high,  but 

tbe  ferry-boat   large  and  well  served,   and  the 

<ia]Tiage  was  placed  on  board  with    great  care. 

The  view  upon  the  hill,  in  rear  of  the  village,  is 

remarkably  fine;    the  junction  of  the  Bug  and 

Ixi^^  forming  a  noble  sheet  of  water.     It  took  us 

J^early  three-quarters  of  an  hour  to  get   across. 

Tlie  bank  on  the  opposite  side  is  sandy,  and  very 

*t^ep,  and  our  cattle  were  so  bad  that  we  had 

K^eat  difficulty  in  getting  up  the  hill.     The  small 

dockyard  near  the  ferry  is  a  private  speculation, 

*^d  has  not  answered.     We  were  half  an  hour 

Setting  across  the  sand  to 

NicoLAiEFF,  3.     This  town,  founded  by  Po- 

^^mkin,  in  1791,  is  the  principal  dockyard  of  the 

"^lack  Sea,  and  occupies  apart  of  the  tongue  of  land 

*^tween  the  rivers  Bug  and  Ingul.      The  houses, 

S^nerally  well  built,  are  of  one  story,  and  being 
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washed  either  white  or  yellow,  look  very  cheerful 
and  clean.  Large  gardens  are  attached  to  them, 
the  trees  in  wliich  have  a  very  pleasing  effect,  and 
appear  to  grow  much  better  than  those  in  Odessa. 
The  streets  are  very  wide,  but  like  those  of  that 
town,  are  knee  deep  in  mud  during  the  spring  and 
autumn,  a  mass  of  ice  in  winter,  and  two  or  three 
inches  deep  in  dust  in  the  summer.  The  boule- 
vard and  banks  of  the  Ingul  are  very  pretty  and 
well  planted,  owing  to  the  good  taste  of  Admiral 
Greig,  the  former  commander-in-chief,  who  took 
a  great  interest  in  the  place.  He  is  the  son  of 
the  hero  of  Tschesme,  and  was  the  Richelieu  of 
Nicolaieff.  The  admiral,  though  living,  is  seldom 
mentioned  ;  the  latter  dead  and  forgotten,  at  least 
by  those  who  owe  him  most,  J  never  heard  a 
Russian  allude  to  him  during  my  stay  at  Odessa. 
Aa  a  residence,  Nicolaieff  must  be  preferable  to  * 
that  town,  though  it  has  neither  an  Italian  Opers,  ^ 
French  theatre,  nor  English  club ;  the  heat  andX 
glare  are  much  less. 

We  were  most  hospitably  received  here  by  ar^ 
English  friend.  No  one  can  understand  the  «alu^ 
of  one   in  Russia,  unless  he  has  passed  a  night  ic^ 
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such  a  dog-hole  as  the  post-house  of  Coblefka,  and 
T>een  without  a  comfortable  meal  for  two  days* 
^e  Eons  of  the  place  are  the  Admiral's  house, 
the    observatory,    dockyards,    model-room,    and 
Ixuxacks  for  the  seamen.     The  first,  a  yellow 
oblong  building,  was  erected  by  Potemkin.     The 
S'&rdens,  still  beautiful,  were  remarkably  so  in  the 
^ys  of  Admiral  Greig,  who  was  not  only  an  ex- 
^Uent  botanist,  but  an  equally  good  astronomer ; 
^e    Observatory  was  built   imder  his   auspices. 
^*he  present  commander-in-chief  of  the  Black  Sea 
fleet  served  in  our  navy,  and  has  the  reputation  of 
"^eing  a  good  seaman;  but  judging  from  the  di- 
^pidated  state   of  this  building,  he  is  not   the 
<^ientific  man  his  predecessor  was.     The   upper 
^^ry  is  in  such  a  wretched  condition  that   the 
^Mling  plaster  has  obliged  the  astronomer  to  re- 
move his  instruments  to  the  lower  one.       This 
S^ixtleman,  a  most  amiable  man,  is  a  Livonian,  and 
'^ell  known  to  the  scientific  world  by  his  map  of 
^e  fixed  stars.     The  transit  instruments  are  from 
""^Unich,  and  the  time-pieces  English.      Here  I 
^^  for  the  first  time  a  pendulum  to  mark  the 
^^^tion  of  the  piers,  between  which  the  transit 
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instrument  is  placed.  The  dockyard  is  extensiTe; 
but  all  is  not  gold  that  glitters ;  it  was  in  wretdied 
order,  and,  with  one  exception,  the  slips  are  ui>-  I 
covered.  Some  of  them  are  in  cuttings  in  UAJ 
cliff.  Of  the  four  linc-of-battle  ships  on  the  s 
the  largest  was  the  Twelve  Apostles,  a  i 
decker;  the  dimensions  exceeded  those  of  th^ 
Royal  Wilham,  which,  if  we  except  tlie  Tra 
falgar,  now  building,  is  said  to  be  the  lai^ea 
man  of  war  in  the  world.  I  went  on  board  < 
of  the  fir  corvettes.  The  wood  used  ia  her  «ai— 
struction  appeared  to  be  of  a  very  inferior  descrip- 
tion, and  her  seams  were  so  open,  from  exposur^^=^^"' 
to  the  sun,  that  on  going  below  I  found  her  low«^^^^ 
deck  a  couple  of  inches  deep  in  rain  water ;  she  W«^^^*| 
to  be  launched  in  a  few  days.  !Most  of  the  ship^H^^ 
built  here  are  laid  down  ironi  the  lines  of  £dj 
men  of  war,  the  drawings  of  which  are  obtji 
6:0m  England.  The  corvettes  and  schooners  a 
generally  speaking,  fitted  up  with  great  care ;  lai 
sums  are  tlirown  away  on  ornamental  carving,  i-^** 
maliogany,  rosewood,  and  maple.  Sec.  The^*-^^* 
vessels  are  generally  sent  into  tlic  Medit«rrajie>kKir^^> 
and  as  they   have  picked  crews,  ihey  give  a  £s»-  ' 
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mare&voiinUe  impresnm  of  ike  Black  Sea  fleet 
tlian  it  deserves. 

With  the  ezeeption  of  what  can  be  stowed  an- 
der  two  sheds,  the  timber  in  this  jard  is  exposed 
to  the  weather,  and  the  oak,  the  greater  part 
Polish,  thoogh  of  a  good  kind,  is  green.     In  the 
boat->honses,  where  the  best  seasoned  timber  is 
made  use  of  for  the  gigs  and  cutters,  I  remadked 
that  many  planks  had  shrank  full  a  quarter  of  an 
inch  that  had  only  been  laid  down  a  fortnight.  The 
&ct  is,  they  have  no  stores  of  seasoned  wood,  for 
it  is  used  up  very  soon  after  it  comes  in.  As  there 
are  no  dry  docks,  the  ships  are  coppered  on  the 
ttocks ;    £rom  their  exposure  during  the  whole 
period  of  their  building,  and  the  new  materials 
Used  in  their  construction,  they  are  generally  like 
the  Warsaw,  which  I  saw  at  Sevastopol,  rotten  in 
eight  years.     Half  the  fleet  would  not  be  able  to 
atand  the  weather  in  the  Black  Sea  in  the  winter. 
About  3000  men  are  employed  in  this  yard  ;  they 
are  nearly  all  slaves,  that  is,  peasants  of  the  crown. 
Their  services  must  not  be  estimated  too  highly, 
aa  a  great  portion  of  them  are  not  only  badly  in- 
structed in  their  different  trades,  but  are  also  very 
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sluggish  workmen.  Some  of  tbem,  as  at  Sevas- 
topol, were  persons  who  hftd  been  found  roTtng 
about  the  country  without  passports,  runaway 
serfs,  and  deserters  from  the  army ;  many  of  them 
very  fine  looking  men.  There  were  likewise  a 
few  convicts  in  very  heavy  chains.  The  dockyard 
appeared  animated,  as  the  goverment  had  giren 
orders  for  replacing  several  sbips  which  had  been 
lost  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  in  the  winter  of 
1838. 

The  mills  here  work  only  two  pair  of  aawB  ;  the 
supply  of  planks,  therefore,  is  very  deficient,  and 
it  frequently  happens  that  the  shipwrights  are  al 
a  stand'Still  for  materials.  A  lathe  and  boring 
apparatus  have  recently  been  erected  ;  the  block 
machinery  is  to  follow.  They  are  all  of  English 
manufacture,  as  is  also  most  of  the  machinery  in 
use  in  Russia.  The  administration  of  AdiniraJ 
LazareiT  appears  to  be  as  good  as  the  nature  of 
the  government,  and  the  chicanery  and  venality  of 
the  employes,  from  the  Minister  of  the  Marine 
downwards,  will  allow. 

He  was  absent  on  the  coast  of  Circassia  witli 
the  expedition  intended  to  retake  the  forts  which 
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the  inhabitants  of  that  country  had  carried  in  the 
^^iuter.  It  is  said  that  Admiral  Lazare£f  is  not 
desirous  of  being  opposed  to  the  English  fleet,  but 

■ 

tt  very  eager  to  encounter  the  French,  This 
speaks  more  for  his  courage  than  his  judgment, 
for  failure  would  be  equally  certain  with  either, 
^iigkuid  can  afford  to  give  Russia  the  mechanical 
"leans  of  endeavouring  to  rival  her;  neither 
"M^ney  nor  Ukase  can  create  the  British  seaman. 
No! — here  Nicholas  must  halt!  He  may  order 
*«ips,  like  the  Twelve  Apostles,  to  be  built,  and 
S^iis  from  four-pounders  to  Paixhans,  to  be  cast 

• 

^Unlimited  numbers;  but  crews  to  man  either  the 

oj^e  or  the  other,  neither  he  nor  his  successors  can 

®^er  hope  to  have.       The  Turks  excepted,  the 

^ssians  are  the  afterguard  of  all  the  sailors  in 

■^■Uxope.     One  cannot  help  smiling  when  contrast- 

^^  the  seamen  of  other  nations  with  theirs.  Look 

^^  ^  blue  jacket  in  our  own  service  !  he  is  aU  ease 

^d  freedom,  agile  and  muscular  ;  his  countenance 

^  Open,  and  bearing  independent ;  and,  though  he 

^ows  implicit  obedience    under   discipline,    his 

^^Uieanour  is  manly  as  well  as  respectful,  and  he 

^  clean.     The  Russian  sailor  is  neither  fish  nor 
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ilesh,  a  kind  of  horse-marine.  His  head  is  nearly 
shaved,  and  his  jacket  of  green  cloth,  made  like  a 
dragoon's,  fits  quite  tight;  this  is  buttoued  all  the 
way  up  the  front,  being  padded  out  like  one  of 
Mr.  Buckinaster's,  made  for  a  young  comet.  HU 
lower  extremities  are  cased  in  Wellingtons !  and  on 
his  head  is  a  worsted  forage  cap,  all  on  one  side. 
If  a  mate,  his  pipe  is  stuck  between  the  buttons 
of  his  jacket,  hke  an  eye-glass;  and  last,  tliough 
certainly  not  least,  when  addressed  by  his  olHcer, 
he  uncaps,  and  bringing  his  feet  together,  stands, 
oh,  ye  tarsi  at  what! — "at  ease?"  oh  no!  at 
"attention ! "  willi  his  "  little  fingers  down  the 
seams,  and  thumbs  pointing  outwards." 

The  crewa  of  the  Black  Sea  fleet  are  wholly 
inefficient;  to  be  convinced  of  this,  it  is  cnly 
necessary  to  walk  down  to  tlie  pratique  port  at 
Odessa,  and  see  a  boat's  crew  land  their  com- 
mander from  a  Hne-of-hattle  ship.  The  naval 
power  of  Kussia  in  this  quarter  is  a  chimera,  and 
though  immense  sums  have  been,  and  are  ex- 
pended upon  their  fleet,  the  result  is,  not  an 
efi'ective  force,  but  merely  the  appearance  of  one. 
It  consists  of  thirteen  sail. 
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From  the  dockyard  we  proceeded  to  the  model 
and  hydrographer's  room ;  one  or  two  lilliputian 
▼esaels  in  the  former  are  completely  rigged  for 
the  instruction  of   the    students   in  the    Naval 
School — ^rather  an  odd  way   of  teaching   them 
their  duty !     One  of  these  models  is  said  to  have 
cost  £80,000.     The  barracks  for  the  seamen,  and 
many  other  of  the  public  buildings,  were  erected 
hy  Mr.  Arkroyd,  an  English  architect,  in   the 
employ  of  the  Russian  government.     This  gen- 
tleman kindly  presented  me  with  some  beads,  and 
*  glass  lachrymatory,  found  here  in  digging  the 
foundations  of  the  Naval  Hospital.     One  of  the 
Oeads  is  a  vitrified  substance,  the  others  are  cor- 
nelian.    These  relics  are  of  very  early  date,  and 
Uiay  be  considered  as  having  belonged  to   the 
primitive  inhabitants  of  this  part  of  the  world. 
The  tombs  in  which  they  were  found  were  cut  out 
of  the  coarse  indurated  limestone  of  the  neighbour- 
liood :  the  lachrymatory  came,  in  all  probability, 
from  Olbia.     The  road  to  the  Crimea  turns  off 
here,  and  goes  through  Cherson,  near  which  is 
the  tomb  of  Howard.     The  rope-walk  is  nearly 
all  that  remains  of  the  once  boasted  Admiralty  of 
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that  place ;  this  is  under  the  superintendence  rf 
an  Englishman. 

We  remained  at  Nicolaieff  three  daya — mart 
a^eeable  ones,  and  we  shall  long  lemember  tlw 
welcome  we  received  from  our  kind  and  hospitable 
friends. 

The  Ingul  is  crossed  by  an  excellent  bridge  of 
boats,  and  looking  bock  from  a  hill  on  our  route, 
we  had  a  fine  view  of  the  town  and  estuary  be- 
yond it.     At 

Kandibino,  24.  We  found  a  most  wretched 
post-house,  and  overlook  a  Russian  family  from 
Odessa,  travelling,  lite  ourselves,  to  Moscow. 
Their  coach  was  quite  as  high  as  the  roof  of  the 
post-bouse. 

Veilandova,  23.  Post-house  bad,  but  as  it  was 
too  dark  to  proceed,  we  unpacked  the  rumble. 
The  saucepan  came  out  for  an  omelette,  and  the 
somavar  for  tea;  sheets,  towels,  fur  cloaks,  &c., 
and  the  canvass  bug  followed,  the  latter  to  be 
stuSed  with  hay ;  but  so  great  had  been  the 
drought,  and  the  fdlure  of  the  crops  the  year 
before,  that  neither  that  nor  straw  was  to  b» 
had.    There  was  do  com,  for  the  aame  reason, 
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^e  post-horses  had  nothing  to  eat  but  the  long 
and  coarse  grass  of  the  steppe.     In  spite  of  this, 
ko^ever,  the  animals  got  along  wonderfully,  and 
hoiked  till  they  literally  *'  died  in  harness."    We 
^ere  on  the  move  before   daybreak,  for   every 
l^our  may  be  considered  lost  when  not  advancing 
u^  these  steppes.     The  fresh,  alas!  not  free  air, 
^  the  plain  was  ^uite  inspiriting,  after  being  shut 
^P  in  these  hovels  overnight,  but  in  this  verdant 
desert  there  was  nothing  to  interest.     We  some- 
^*Ues  travelled  miles  without  seeing  a  habitation  ; 
^  herds  of  cattle  which  had  enlivened  the  steppe 
^^  the  road  from  Odessa  to  Nicolaieff  had  dis- 
appeared, and  the  only  sounds  that  interrupted 
^^r  meditations,  were  the  droning   song  of  the 
yenastchik,  in  which  there  were  only  two  notes, 
^i  the  dull  noise  of  the  carriage  wheels  as  they 
^lled  over  the  soft  track.     Towards  evening  the 
*^U^e,  with  all  its  beautiful  deceptions,  set  in ; 
^  few  tumuli  occasionally  loomed  in  the  horizon, 
**^d  surrounded  by  it,  assumed  the  appearance  of 
^l«lnds  covered  with   trees,   churches,  and   other 
^^ildings.      In  this  delusive  manner  a  pleasing 
^^ety  in  the  landscape  was  sometimes  presented 
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to  our  view,  end  though  we  knew  it  to  ba  false, 
it  was  not  the  less  acceptable.  This  mirage  con- 
tinued for  days  togetlier,  ahd  always  to  the  north- 
ward, sometimes  coining  very  nearf  at  other  dmes 
it  was  only  visible  in  the  distance,  and  always 
much  mori!  distinct  and  evident  towards  evening. 

i'odianaia,  20^.      Post-house  so  so. 

Makimuofka,  16^.  Grotnokleya,  19.  JBobri- 
netz,  15^.  The  track  between  these  stations  was 
hard  and  good,  and  we  flew  over  it,  the  four  horses 
at  lull  gallop.  The  britzka  had  mail  axles,  and  the 
men,  whose  business  it  is  to  put  grease  on  the 
wheels  at  each  station,  were  not  a  little  puzzled 
to  make  out  why  ours  requii'ed  none. 

Kampaniefka,  S^H-.  Bad  ford.  The  last  four 
post-housea  were  mcTe  huts. 

JBLiZAVBToaAD,  24^.  This  is  the  head-quartei* 
of  the  military  colouies  on  tliis  side  of  the  Bug; 
the  town  is  badly  built,  and  the  streets  were  foil 
of  mud.  The  Jewess  at  the  post-house  was 
civil,  and  her  house  on  the  opposite  side  uf  the 
road  was  tidily  furnished.  Ivanorak,  near  the 
entrance  to  the  town,  was  the  first  pretty  village 
we  had  seen ;  it  was  surroundud  by  trees,  rather 
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flA-    unnmial  occnnrence  iti  the  steppe*     In  our 
journey  liiis  day,  we  passed  several  storks  feeding* 
dose  by  the  side  of  the  track.     Though  there  is 
BCHiUng  Tery  picturesque  in  their  long  legs,  cer- 
tainly not  in  their  long  bills,   (horrid  sound!) 
their  peenMar  habits  and  attachment  to  man  ren- 
der them  interesting.     I  heard  it  remarked  by 
MTeral  persons  at  Athens,  that  when  the  Turks 
^  that  city  after  the  revolution,  the   storks, 
which  for  generations  had  built  on  almost  every 
hcnwe  in  the  town,  immediately  deserted  it.  There 
^^  great  numbers  of  these  birds  in  the  south  of 
Aiissia:  before  migrating,  which  they  always  do 
*t  the  approach  of  winter,  they  assemble  from  all 
pATts,  and  kill  the  young  ones  that  are  not  strong 
enough  to  accompany  them  in  their  long  flight. 
^^  characteristic  is  remarkable,  and  in  strong 
coatnast  to  the  aflection   they  generally  display 
^ards   their    young.      Of   this,   the  following 
^'Jecdote  related   to  me  by  a  merchant  of  my 
^^aintance,  is  an  example.     He  was  on  his  way 
^  Kharkoff,  when  he  observed  one  evening  seve- 
^  peasants  assembled  round  something  in  a  field 
^eaor  a  village;  ordeiing  the  yemstchik  to  stop, 
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he  alighted  from  his  carriage,  and  went  up  to 
them  to  see  what  was  going  on.  Arriving  at  the 
spot,  he  found  that  they  were  looking  at  two  dead 
storks,  which  were  lying  on  the  grass,  and  upon 
his  inquiring  the  reason  of  their  taking  such  an 
interest  in  these  birds,  one  of  the  bystanders  gave 
him  the  follomng  singular  account  of  their  death : 
The  storks  had  a  nest  in  the  field  they  were  then 
lying  in :  the  hen  bird  had  been  seen  sitting  that 
morning,  the  male  having  left  her  as  usual  in 
searcli  of  food;  during  his  absence,  the  lady, 
either  with  the  same  intention,  or  to  have  a  bit 
of  gossip  with  some  of  the  female  storks  in  the 
neighbourhood,  also  took  her  departure.  No 
sooner  had  she  left  her  nest,  than  a  species  of 
hawk  very  common  in  the  steppe,  seeing  the  eggs 
unprotected,  pounced  upon  and  sucked  them.  A 
short  time  after  this,  the  male  bird  returned,  and 
finding  them  destroyed,  he  threw  himself  down 
upon  the  shells,  and  gave  way  to  every  demon- 
stration of  grief.  The  female  also  returned,  but 
immediately  he  observed  her  coming,  he  ran  up, 
attacked  her  with  his  beak,  and  seizing  her  be. 
tween  his  claws,  soared  up  with  her  to  a  great 
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height.  He  then  compressed  his  ownwil^t  and 
With  fidling  to  the  ground  together  they  were 
killed.    It  wte  night  before .  we  reached 

^dficmemf22.  Slept  here.  The  post-houae  was 
pirettj '  good,  blit' '  the  poBt**inaster  .  a  i  tharouglir 
P&c2ed  rogue.        i    ^  1. 
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MiliUi?  ColDny — UbUn*  ind  thoir  banet — A  fencnl  oa  ibe  much 
— Ths  ftsrr;  oa  tbo  DDie|wr>-KnnieDtcbauk~E0(!cU  gf  a  Bpriii^ 
Ihiw — "Un  homms  diilingiie'' — Tlic    Eiapcror   upHi — PuIsitb— 

ChirlH  XII Monnroml  lo  commpmonte  the  lictorj— A  nude 

nM4— Na  nwd  ■!  mil— ViUi^  of  Uib  Cioini— Votka,  and  iu  eAcM 
— Kbu-kofT— The  UDiimiiy— A  pth'  ichool  fonificd— Tbe  gutei 
Uid  ihcaln — RiuiUti  ciai:ker7.  ' 

We  left  at  daybreak.  This  village  is  a  militugr 
colonj)  and  we  saw  on  the  outskirts  of  it  two 
troops  at  exercise.  The  horses  were  remarkably 
powerful- looking  animals,  but  rather  heavy  Ua 
Uhlans  ;  many  of  them  would  have  fetched  ftom 
fifty  to  eighty  guineas  in  England.  The  officen 
were  splendidly  mounted. 
,  ifovaja  Praga,  23.  Bad  post-bouse. 
I.,.  Alexandria,  21.  Post-house  very  good,  aod 
the  master  civil.  A  bolt  of  one  of  t!io  liind  springs 
broke  as  we  entered  the  town.  1  got  anothec 
made,  but  with  difficulty,  and  was  under  the  neces- 
sity of  taking  the  pincers  in  hand  myaelf,  for  the 
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man  was  inexpressibly  stupid.  While  our  repairs 
were  going  on^  a  Russian  General^  travelling  **  en 
famille/*  came  up.  His  wife,  "  a  charming  wo- 
man,** was  dressed  most  jb^yritchingly,  and  formed 
a  strange  contrast  to  her  husband,  who  entered 
the  post-house  in  his  dressing-gown,  and  a  crimson 
cap  embroidered  in  gold,  with  a  tassel  at  least  a 
£M>t  long.  Though  in  this  extraordinary  dis- 
habille, he  had  not  forgotten  his  orders;  these, 
six  in  number,  (for  I  counted  them,)  were  strung 
in  most  happy  confusion  round  his  neck,  to 
insure  him  obedience  and  respect  at  the  post- 
houses.  We  fell  into  conversation,  for  in  the 
steppe  no  one  waits  for  an  introduction,  and  I 
found  he  had  just  come  from  Cherson. 

Svetina  Balka,  27.  Wretched  post-house. 
Hie  first  view  of  the  Dnieper  was  very  fine ;  to 
arrive  at  the  banks  we  had  to  wade  through 
heavy  sand  up  to  the  axles.  The  fiies  were 
also  in  myriads,  and  their  bites  very  strong  and 
^nging. 

Krementchouk,  24^.  This  is  a  large  town  on 
the  Dnieper.  Nothing  could  be  more  animated 
titan  the  scene  at  the  ferry.    Hundreds  of  btdlock- 
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carts  were  croWing  to  it,  and  the  oxcq  of  those 
that  had  already  reached  it  were  lying  down  io 
their  yokes,  waiting  till  their  turn  should  arrive 
to  cross  the  river;  their  drivers,  assembled  in 
knots  amongst  them,  were  stretched  upon  the 
ground,  either  asleep,  or  wiling  away  their  time 
with  a  pipe.  These  groups,  with  the  domes  and 
white  houses  of  Krementcliouk  on  the  opposite 
side,  tlie  low  sandy  banks  of  the  river,  and  the 
vast  expanse  of  waters,  calm,  but  rapid,  brought 
to  my  memory  the  Ganges  at  some  frequented 
Ghaut,  and  revived  many  recollections  of  former 
days  passed  in  the  distant  East. 

The  tinkling  sounds  of  a  kind  of  mandolin, 
played  by  some  itinerant  musicians  in  one  of  the 
ferry  boats,  and  a  brilliant  sunset,  tended  not  a 
little  to  strengthen  the  illusion,  but  it  was  quickly 
dispelled  by  the  Russian  uniform  of  the  employe, 
who  touched  me  on  the  shoulder,  and  demanded 
my  passport.  We  were  some  time  in  crossing, 
and  landed  a  considerable  distance  below  the 
town.  Tlie  houses,  so  pleasing  in  their  appear- 
ance at  a  distance,  were  very  mean,  and  generally 
of  one  story;  the  streets  were  axle-deep  in  mud. 
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and  our  progress  to  thoi  post-house  was  at  a  foot's 
pace  ;  this  will  give  some  idea  of  the  effects  of  a 
spring  thaw  in  Russia:  it  was  now  the  fifth  of 
June.  We  slept  here;  the  people  were  Jews; 
they  were  civil,  and  the  accommodation  was  pretty 
g^ood.  My  interpreter,  who  was  going  to  Moscow 
to  take  out  his  diploma,  was  also  of  that  nation, 
and  we  consequently  &red  well.  The  fellow  was 
a  great  oddity,  and  often  amused  us  exceedingly. 
This  evening,  when  smoking  our  chibouques 
together  on  the  gallery  outside  the  house,  we  fell 
into  a  discussion  about  the  Pentateuch,  of  which 
he  appeared  to  believe  very  little,  and  he  con- 
cluded the  conversation  by  remarking  in  his 
broken  French,  ''Ah  ma  fi  je  ni  entend  pas 
guere  &  cis  choses — Mais  Moise — ma  fi,  oui, 
c'etait  un  homme  distingue."  We  left  at  day- 
break. The  track  to  the  next  station  was  a  sandy 
itiarsb,  and  the  wooden  bridges  at  the  ravines  were 
infiEanous. 

Omelnik,  22.  The  post-house  the  same.  The 
£mperor,  on  his  route  to  the  Crimea  was  upset 
Hear  here,  a  fact  duly  recounted  to  every  traveller 
by  the  yemstchiks ;  rather  a  fortunate  thing  for 
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them,  as  it  finds  them  eotnetUing  to  talk  aboat 
besides  the  windmills. 

Petsham  Pieskt,  IS.  The  country  now  became 
better  cultivated,  and  the  crops  looked  well.  Poa^ 
house  bad. 

Kirilofika,  23.     Post-house  bad. 

Resketilofka,  18.      Ditto.     Track  execrabl 

Kuralec/iovo,  18.      Wretched  post-house. 

PuLTAVA,  17.  The  track  continued  exec 
being  over  hillocks  of  hard  dried  mud,  and  having 
been,  detained  for  horses,  it  was  near  midnight  be- 
fore we  entered  the  town.  Though  containing 
1S,000  inhabitants  there  is  no  inn,  and  we  there- 
fore made  our  way  to  the  post-house,  a  wretched 
building,  which  we  found  partly  occupied.  The 
next  morning  we  drove  to  the  "  place"  to  se«  the 
monument  erected  to  commemorate  the  victwy  of 
Peter  the  Great.  It  is  an  ill-proportioned  iron 
coltmin  of  some  unknown  order,  surmounted  by  b 
helmet  with  the  vizor  down.  Pultava  is  perhaps 
the  most  interesting  spot  in  Russia,  for  it  is  identi- 
fied with  the  misfortunes  of  Charles  XII.,  a  hero 
who,  though  governed  by  an  insatiable  spic 
conquest,  it  is  impossible  not  to  admire  for  I 


A  MADB  BOAD  g|5 

than  his  calculating  and  barbarous  victor.     Com- 
pariaons  may  be  odious,  but  they  will  uatnrally 
Qjriae  when  the  traveller  is  looking  upon  the  arena 
cif  such  A  struggle*    For  myself  I  had  decided  in 
favour  of  the  **  glorious  madman"  years  before  I 
saw  the  walls  of  Pultava :  who,  with  any  generous 
feeling,  could  do  otherwise  f    With  the  exception 
of  Patkttl's  case,  he  committed  few  unjustifiable 
actions,  and  certainly  had  many  chivalrous  and 
fine  points  of  character,   while  the  life  of  his 
adversary  was  sullied  with  atrocities  of  all  kinds. 
The  town  stands  splendidly  on  a  high  hill ;  close 
to  it  is  another,  crowned  by  a  church ;  the  river 
Soursk  winds  along  the  foot  of  them,  and  crosses 
the  marshy  plain  to  a  wood  at  some  distance.    The 
track   by  which  we  left  Pultava   was  the  most 
abominable  we  had  yet  seen ;  even  within  the  gates 
^reat  branches  of  trees  were  laid  across  it,  to  pre- 
vent carriages  from  sinking,  and  the  jolting  over 
this   ''corduroy*'  was  quite  dislocating.     About 
two  miles  from  the  town  it  turned  into  a  forest  of 
willows,  emerging  firom  which  we  literally  stuck 
fast;  the  sand  was  so  deep  as  almost  to  cover  the 
nave  of  the  wheel.     Our  attempts  to  move  the 


britzka  were  ineffectual ;  I  saw  it  was  useless  to 
urge  the  horses,  for  they  had  done  their  best,  and 
I  therefore  interrupted  the  yematchik's  unre- 
lenting application  of  hia  short  heavy  whip.  At 
the  expiration  of  half-an-bour  a  mujik  moat  fortu- 
nately passed  with  some  oxen,  and  yoking  on  two 
pair  we  were  drawn  out  of  our  dilemma,  and 
through  two  miles  more  of  sand ;  that  is,  the 
carriage,  for  we  all  had  to  walk.  The  sand-flies, 
though  invisible,  worried  us  tlie  whole  time.  At 
either  end  of  this  stage  extra  horses  are  absolutely 
neceaaarj-. 

Dudnikajf,  20.  Post-house  bad,  though  better 
than  some. 

Vantoffka,  16,     Wretched  post-house. 

Colnmak,  28.     The  post-house  small,  but  clean. 

Falki,  25.  Post-house  good.  The  country 
near  here  is  pretty  and  well  wooded.  The  villages 
in  the  neighbourhood  are  the  property  of  the 
Crown,  and  appeared  to  be  in  much  better  order 
than  those  of  private  individuals.  Each  bouse 
was  enclosed  by  wattle  fencing,  1  went  into 
several,  and  found  in  some  an  evident  air  of  ease 
and    competence,    which    I    never   saw    equalled 


VOIXA,  AND  ITS  EF^ECIH.  87 

longst  the  peasants  of  other  proprietors.  Though 
'«  obtained  excellent  milk  and  eggs  for  a  mere 
^^^e,  I  could  get  no  butter^  asd  was  told  that 
^one  was  mad^.      There  was  plenty  of  votka, 
however,  and  I  was  not  allowed  to  leave  one  of 
^^^e  houses  I  entered  without  swiallowing  a  glass ; 
"^liis  act  of  hospitality  brought  the  very  tears  into 
^^^ff  eyes.    Nothing  is  done  in  Russia  without  thiiB 
^ew  of  the  steppes.     T.  De  Marigny,  in  his  work 
^>ii  Circassia,  says  that  a  Russian  soldier  who  had 
^een  in  captivity  thirty  years  in  that  country,  re- 
inembered  nothing  of  his  native  language  but  the 
^^irord  **  votka."     Though   the  weather  was  now 
exceedingly  hot,  the  stoves  were  heated  in  nearly 
all  the  cottages  I  went  into ;  it  is  quite  astonish- 
ing how  the  Russians  can  support  such  a  close 
atmosphere.     In  one  I  asked  for  a  glass  of  water, 
and  it  was  presented  with  a  large  piece  of  ice  in 
it.    This  luxury   is   to  be  found  in  almost  the 
P^^rest  hovel.     Slept  at  Valki :  the  post-master 
^«s  civil,  and  the  house  clean. 

-Ctubolirif  28.     The  country  much  wooded,  and 
^^U  cultivated.     Post  good.     Excellent  horses. 
Kharkoff,  S8.     The  approach  to  this  town  is 
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through  a  sandy  track,  simitar  to  that  near  Palta- 
V8,  and  extra  ttorsee  were  necessary.  Large  pine 
forests  formed  a  fine  bock  ground  against  which 
the  gilded  cupolas  of  the  cathedral  and  the  *'  cam- 
panile" stood  out  in  brilliant  relief. 

Kharkolf  has  been  much  improved  within  the 
last  few  years.  Most  of  the  Itouses  are  built  witli 
good  taste,  and  have  far  more  appearance  of  com- 
fort and  fiuish  tlian  those  of  Odessa.  A  few  of 
them  are  ornamented  with  cast-iron  balconies ; 
the  roofs  are  of  metal,  and  painted  green.  The 
streets  were  in  wretched  order,  and  a  few  hours' 
rain  left  pools  of  water  in  them  a  foot  deep,  often 
reaching  from  one  side  to  the  other.  One  had  a 
crazy  wooden  trottoir  down  it.  There  was  no 
draining,  though  the  river  afforded  every  facilit}' 
for  carrying  such  a  desirable  object  into  effect. 
The  university  is  a  large,  but  by  no  means  hand- 
some building ;  the  chapel  however  is  not  so  over- 
loaded with  pictures  of  saints,  shrines,  and  gild- 
ing as  usual.  The  theatre  in  which  the  students 
pass  their  examinations  is  a  fine  room.  Over  the 
door  arc  medallions  of  the  Seven  Sages  of  Greece. 
The  library  was  in  terrible  confusion ;  history  ap- 
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P^«red  to  be  the  favourite  study^  for  that  oom- 
PiUrtment  of  the.  room  which  held  the  worka  oa 
^^Us  sul^ect  was  evideatly  the  moat  frequented* 
^Jhe  coUectioa  of  philosophical,  instruments  is 
^x^tensive;  the  specimens  in  the  museiun  were 
Wbelled  in  Russ  only.  The  professors  are  ItaUan, 
GhevDuai,  and  Fr^ach,  and  one  Englishman  for  the 
Wiiguage. 

Near  the  university  is  the  cathedral^  an  ancient 
edifice,  very  massive^  but,  as  in  most  cases  in  Rus- 
^ia,  devoid  of  all  architectural  beauty.     There  is 
**i  upper  story  in  this  church  where  service  is  per- 
formed in  the  winter^  when  that  part  of  it  is 
Warmed  with  stoves.     The  altar  was  covered  with 
pictures,  and  gilding  laid  on  with  as  much  regard 
to  taste  as  that  on  gingerbread  kings  at  a  fair. 
The  Institute  des  Demoiselles  Nobles  which  joins 
the  public  gardens  is  well  situated.     Two  sentries 
were    on   duty  at   the    gates,  and   the   wall  in 
the  rear  was  surmounted  by  a  chevaux-de-frise, 
either  to  keep  the  ladies  in,  or  gentlemen   out. 
lids  exhibition  of  military  forms  at  a  school  for 
young  girls  had  a  very  odd  appearance.     The  gar- 
dens are  prettily  laid  out,  and  kept  in  very  good 
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order.  The  Cliinese  pagoda  at  tlie  end  of  ini 
avenue,  by  which  they  are  entered,  cost  80,000 
Touhles,  It  would  have  been  dear  at  three.  The 
walls  were  covered  with  the  most  obscene  writing. 
We  went  in  the  evening  to  the  theatre.  Tbi; 
performance  was  very  respectable,  and  the  pluy 
gave  us  a  good  idea  of  the  manners  of  the  Russiaii 
soldier.  The  plot  was  the  old  story,  love  in  ' 
difficulty;  and  the  French  were  desperately  cut  up 
in  it.  The  house  was  well  attended,  though  itlj 
small,  and  the  toilettes  of  two  of  the  ladiei  irfw 
were  present  would  have  purchased  the  aceaxijt 
decorations,  and  even  the  theatre  itself. 

During  our  walks  through  the  town,  we  ven 
accompanied  by  our  host,  Mr.  S.,  a  German  sof^' 
chant,  and  a  most  kind-hearted,  hospitable,  ai>u 
amiable  man.  He  took  us  into  several  of  w* 
principal  shops  ;  many  of  them  in  the  quart* 
where  the  fair  was  to  be  held  iu  a  few  days,  "n* 
first  happened  to  be  a  crockery  shop ;  the  ware,  "l 
Russian  manufacture,  was  from  Kief;  the  pattfiOU 
were  French  and  English.  Tliough  the  esubli'^ 
ment  at  which  they  were  made  was  superinCeniw 
by  a  Swiss,  the  quality  was  extremely  inferior  •" 
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that  of  English  ware.  The  glazing  would  not 
stand  the  knife,  and  the  price  was  400  per  cent, 
dearer  than  the  same  articles  of  ten  times  better 
quality  would  have  been  in  England ;  but  the  pro- 
lubitiye  duties,  as  I  have  stated  elsewhere,  are  quite 
effectual  in  preventing  the  sale  of  ours.  Mr.  S., 
who  had  settled  here  in  connexion  with  a  house  at 
Odessa,  had  only  disposed  of  one  English  tea-set 
in  six  months.* 

The  silversmiths  were  in  great  numbers ;  the 
principal  objects  of  sale  being  articles  used  for 
ecclesiastical  purposes.  Amongst  them  were  some 
^ery  elegant  censers,  crosses,  silver  shrines,  altar 
candlesticks,  and  sacramental  plate.  There  were 
also  a  few  platina  snuff-boxes,  but  scarcely  any 
trinkets. 

*  Since  my  return  to  England,  I  have  heard  that  the  spe- 
culation has  heen  such  a  complete  failure  that  he  has  returned 
to  his  partners  in  that  town. 
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Khwlioff'  botol! — A  KuuUn  alew— A  Indt  oelllfJ— Tmliing  malfhw 
— The  Empciar'i  reprownlaljie — A  count* — Bell  JUiJ  bolfrejt— 
Three  deep— The  dog  in  iJie  maagci^Orel— The  inn  ihere— Thr 
goTCmor  — MUcnik— A  drunken  rcjinwcDtatiTe— The  villige  nF 
'Setgicheoye — Wretched  tUtc  of  the  iulmbitenu— Prineo  Gigsrin— 
TuU  — EnglUh    liojpilality  —  Mactinorr  end   manufattu™  —  The 


The  hotels  in  this  town  are  bad;  the  best  U  in 
the  great  square  opposite  the  church.  There  is 
also  an  establishment  of  baths ;  and  I  tried  one  of 
these  Russian  stews  for  the  first  time.  The  great 
difference  between  them  and  the  Turkish  is  the 
want  of  decency ;  in  this,  as  in  many  other  points, 
the  Moslems  are  far  more  civilized  than  their  neigh- 
bours. Instead  of  being  ushered  into  a  vast  ante- 
room furnished  with  ottomans,  fauteuils,  bathing 
dress,  and  excellent  attendance,  I  was  shown  into 
a  dark,  miserable  room,  ten  feet  by  six,  half  filled 
with  vapour.  Here  I  was  obliged  to  undress,  and 
opening  an  inner  door,  I  found  myself  in  the  bath- 
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i^ocm,  not  much  larger.     On  one  side  was  a  kind 
of  oven,  on  the  other  three  steps  huilt  against  the 
^^all.     The  oven  was  full  of  large  stones,  red  hot ; 
^nd  on  the  door  being  opened,  and  water  thrown 
^pon  them  the  steam  rose  in  large  quantities.     I 
Soon  found  the  temperature  hot  enough,  and  de- 
sired the  attendant  to  close  the  stove  door.     He 
^^vas  perfectly  naked,  but  the  circumstance  did  not 
appear  to  surprise  the  Jew  doctor,  who  went  with 
*J^c  to  interpret.     The  three  steps  were  exactly 
s^^nilar  to  those  in  the  concomerata  sudatio  of  the 
It-oman  baths,  as  shown  in  the  paintings  found  in 
^lie  baths  of  Titus.     These  steps  are  of  different 
degrees  of  heat ;  I  found  the  lower  one  quite  hot 
^iiough.     When  profuse  perspiration  had  set  in, 
^ome  buckets  of  hot  water  were  thrown  over  me, 
^^d  the  assistant,  a  perfect  Hercules,  inflicted  a 
K^ntle  flagellation  with  a  bunch  of  lime  twigs, 
living  the  leaves  on.     This  so  accelerated  it,  that 
X  soon  cried,  *'  hold,  enough ! "  more  particularly 
^«  the  doctor,  who  said  he  felt  rather  cold,  called 
loudly  for  more  steam,  and  opening  the  oven, 
Nearly  suffocated  me  by  throwing  in  a  firesh  sup- 
ply of  water*     From  long  habit,  he  could  bear 


44  A  LADY  NETTLED. 

being  stewed  almost  to  rags,  and  he  said  that  un- 
less he  was  so  he  did  not  like  the  bath.  The 
ceremony  closed  by  a  lathering  and  drenching,  the 
whole  process  being  as  disagreeable  as  the  Turkish 
was  pleasant. 

Ill  consequence  of  the  method  employed  in 
raising  the  steam,  the  heat  in  these  baths  is  very 
irregular ;  the  comfort  of  being  dried  with  hot 
linen  was  denied,  and  as  Russians  bring  their  own 
towels,  or  go  without,  it  was  with  some  difficulty 
that  I  obtained  one.  In  fact,  it  was  a  most  dis- 
gusting operation,  which,  having  once  tried,  I  de- 
termined never  to  submit  to  again. 

Some  Russian  ladies  become  so  used  to  the 
twigging  process,  that,  by  way  of  exciting  the 
skin,  and  creating  still  greater  perspiration,  they 
make  their  attendants  flog  them  with  bunches  of 
nettles.  These  baths  ruin  the  complexion,  and 
soon  make  those  who  indulge  in  them  to  excess 
look  coarse  and  old  ;  and  it  is  passing  strange, 
under  these  circumstances,  the  ladies  should  do 


The  wool  fair  of   KharkofT  is  the   largest  in 
Russia,  it  lasts  a  fortnight:  manufactured  goods 
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aj*e  also  brought  to  it.     The  business  done  is  cal- 

oulated  at  several  millions  of  roubles;  but,  strange 

^o  say,  there  is  no  banker  in  the  town.      The 

drives  in  the  environs  are  pretty,  particularly  those 

Hear  the  river,  on  the  banks  of  which  there  are 

la^^  establishments  for  washing  wool.     Some  of 

tilie   horses  brought  in  for  the  approaching  fair, 

"Virere  fine  animals.      The  ambling   and   trotting 

ttiatches,  which  take  place  here  on  the  river  during 

^e  winter,  are  contested  with  great  spirit.     The 

drosky  is   the  vehicle   used   on  these   occasions, 

^nd  in  the  winter  a  light  sledge;  large  sums  of 

uoney  frequently  change  hands.     Before  leaving 

^he  town,  I  was  strongly  advised  to  take  the  horses 

of  the  diligence,  as  the  famine  which  raged  in  the 

provinces  we  were  going  through  was  so  great,  that 

nearly  all  those  belonging  to  the  post-masters  had 

died.     Having,  however,  paid  for  my  padaroshna, 

1   felt  no    inclination    to    lose   my   money,  and 

continued  my  journey  accordingly ;    but  I  was 

convinced  of  my  error  at  the  first  station. 

Lipsif  28,  where  I  was  obliged  to  hire  horses 
from  the  peasants.  The  track  to  this  place  was 
sandy,  and  the  country  very  uninteresting;   we 


met  targe  quantities  of  wool  going  to   the  J 
The  past-house  was  good. 

Tscheremoshnaje,  "'i.    Post-house  indifferent. 

Belgorod,  26.  Post-house  bad.  The  lapi-awiil-  — ^ 
ut  this  station  threw  every  diificulty  in  the  way  oi^  ^ 
our  having  horses.  The  bribe  wliich  I  adminii —  - 
tered,  as   usual,  was   not  large   «ioagb,   for   b^—  e 

rejected  it  with  contempt,  saj'iug,  though  with  &' n 

evidently  painful  effort,  "  Sir,  I  am  the  represen^^- 
tttive  of  the  emperor,  and  scorn  to  take  a  bribe-_^" 
Seeing,  however,  that  1  was  about  to  leave  tl  — le 
yard,  to  get  horses  in  the  town,  he  speedily  alteri^ad 
his  determination,  and  begged  for  a,  few  copcc-^Sf) 


Jacavlevo,  28.     Met  a  courier,  here,  on  hiswtflf 
to  Titlis ;  he  had  come  fr<»B  St.  Petersburgh,  ^fH 
Moiicow,  in  five  days,  and  looked  very  little  £>• 
tigucd,  considering    the  distance    and  the  dootf. 
His  telega  did  not  come  round  for  twenty  minuCet* 
the  time  allowed  by  Government ;  but  he  lc&  the 
door  of  the  post-house  at  full  gallop.     B»d  ac- 
commodation  here. 

Kotihetovi  Dvori,  SO.     Post-house  pretty  gooit 
Obojano,    18.       Post-bouse  good.      The 
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*er»  WBtered  before  alarting,  aud  upon  inquiry,' 
I  found  that  such  was  the  general  custom. 

Afedvenca,  S4.     Post  fairish. 

Selichcra  Brori,  18.     Post-house  so  so.     Slept 

f      KouKSK,  17.     The  track  near  the  bridge,  a  few 
^^iles  from  the  town,  was  again  axle  deep  in  sand; 
"*     coming  off  it,  we  were  very  nearly  upset  in  a 
*^^rsh,  close  to  the  river ;  a  band's-breadth  more, 
^Hd  we   should  have  been    suffocated.     The  yem- 
**tchik,  but  just  sober,  from  his  over-night's  de- 
**auch,  had  been  with  the  Russian  army  in  France,   , 
^tid  had  the  true  cut  of  a  marauding  cossaek.     The'  i 
^^hole  of  the  sandy  plain  beyond  where  this  nai-   1 
*'%im  escape  took  place,  was  covered  with  the  For- 
get-me-not.     Extra  horses  are  absolutely  neces-   i 
S^ary  at  this  stage. 

This  tovi-n  is  well  built,  and  situated  on  two 
steop  hills ;  the  pavement  was  so  execrable  thati  | 
■^e  were  obliged  to  go  at  foot  pace.  White  bread 
is  to  be  had  here.  The  bells  were  all  ringing  for  ' 
«ome  religious  ceremony,  and  made  a  most  dis- 
cordant din ;  no  two  amoDgst  them  harmonized. 
The  Russians  are  passionately  fond  of  them,  but  ] 
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instead  of  suspending  ifaem  in  a  high  belfry,  ukij  • 
are  very  generally  placed  iii  a  sninll  Jow  one,  at;^ 
u  short  distance  from  the  church;  and  as  we  drov^^H 
ihrough  the  streets,  we  passed  close  under  som^^^ 
that  were  upon  a  level  with  the  top  of  the  car  _^% 
riage.     It  was  market-day,  and  there  was  muc*"    Ti 

e  movement  than  in  any  of  the  more  soutbei n 

towns  i  the  costumes  of  the  women  &om  tl^^e 
neighbourhood  were  rather  pretty,  ihe  handkfr  -is- 
chief  on  their  heads  being  neatly  arranged  ;  ai=aij 
their  gownS)  of  gay  colours,  were  a  good  deal  ec^n- 
broidered.  The  post-house  wns  very  good,  W^-wl 
we  remained  only  to  change  horses,  and  pusW^^d 


Isakiefakoi  dvori,  17.     Post  wretched. 
Sorocovoi  Colodett,  23.     Post  so  so. 
Olchovatka,   21.     Between  this  and  the  n^sit 
station,  the  yematchik  bad  the  kindness  to  darivc 
ua  along  a  bank  which  had  been  made  from    tim 
earth  taken  out  of  a  ditch   on  that  side  of   tht 
track,  and  let  the  carriage  drop  into  one  of  t^e 
drains  cut  across  it ;  the  place  was  certainly  tbri'' 
feet  deep,  and  the  severe  concussion  damaged  onr 
of  the  hind  springs.  Having  corded  it  up,  we  con- 


wued  our  journey.  About  ten  o'clock,  when  it 
*as  quite  dark,  and  we  were  nearly  ten  miles 
from  Otshkj,  the  injured  spring  fairly  went  in 
"alf,  and  being  obliged  to  walk  the  horses  the 
'♦hole  distance,  we  did  not  arrive  there  till  two 
**  clock.  Shortly  after  ^this  "  contre-temps"  oc- 
^'irred,  we  came  to  a  very  small  village,  and 
^*Unking  it  advisable  to  lighten  the  britzka,  I  went 
**lto  a  i'arm-house  with  the  doctor,  to  see  if  we 
*^C»uld  hire  a  cart  to  bring  on  some  of  the  lu^age; 
^e  saw  several  in  the  yard,  but  the  owner  would 
•iot  lend  us  one  for  love  or  money. 

Ouhki,  16.  Here  neither  blacksmitb,  white- 
smith, locksmith,  nor  any  smith,  James  or  Horace, 
vras  to  be  found ;  so  having  placed  tliick  pieces  of 
leather  between  the  springs  to  prevent  friction, 
and  secured  them  with  rope  and  a  Spanish  wind- 
lass, we  continued  our  route  to 

Mocrelzi,  25.      Post-house   so   so.     Employe 

civil.  , 

Khotetovo,  25.     Ditto,  ditto. 

Orel,  23,     A  large  town  of  the  government  of 

that  name.     The  streets  are  as  badly  paved  as 

those  of  Koursk;  the  houses  in  the  lower  partj 


near  the  river,  are  mean,  and  built  of  wood ;  tbosf 
in  the  upper  part,  good.  The  public  buildings  »re 
handsome ;  the  gardens  the  same,  and  the  view 
from  them,  rather  a  singular  thing  on  this  rouK> 
is  very  beautiful  and  extensive.  The  post-hoUMis 
a  wretched  hut ;  but  the  inn  near  it  is  the  best  on 
the  road,  and  the  charges  are  moderate.  We  h»J 
desperate  accounts  here  of  the  want  of  horses,  and 
wretched  state  of  the  track.  HaWng  a  letter  fof 
the  governor,  and  thinking  it  might  be  of  some  u» 
to  us  in  facilitating  our  journey,  I  left  it  nl  his 
bouse  over  night,  and  called  the  next  moming: 
but  be  was  so  beset  by  his  employos,  who  had 
met  to  congratulate  him  on  hia  return  from  Si. 
Petersburgh,  that  I  did  not  see  him  till  a  fe" 
minutes  before  leaving  the  town,  when  he  w»3  s" 
civility.  The  apparent  neglect  of  leaving  my 
letter  unnoticed  arose  from  my  having  been  mis- 
taken for  a  German  adventurer,  who  had  been 
seeking  for  eniploym^it  under  a  similar  name,  or »' 
least  one  that  seemed  so  to  the  Russian  senanU- 

Olroda,  25.     Post-house  so  so, 

Mtsensk,  27.  Passable  post-house.  The  Em- 
peror's representative  at  tliis  station  was  so  blind 
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drunk  that  he  could  not  get  off  his  bench ;  it  was 
a  fete  day,  and  almost  every  third  man  we  met 
was  in  the  same  state.  As  this  official,  who  ranks 
with  a  sergeant  in  the  army,  was  "  hors  de  combat/* 
considerable  delay  ensued,  for  we  were  obliged  to 
-wait  till  his  wife  could  find  some  one  to  enter  the 
padaroshna  for  him.  Grreat  care  should  be  taken 
of  this  paper,  as  it  must  be  shown  at  each  post 
before  the  postmaster  dare  supply  the  traveller 
with  horses,  and  when  once  mislaid  or  lost,  he 
must  continue  his  journey  with  the  wretched  rozi- 
nantes  of  the  peasants,  subject  to  the  greatest  im- 
position. These  entries  are  a  piece  of  police 
machinery,  and  by  them  the  government  may 
always  ascertain  not  only  the  precise  route  of 
every  person  travelling  with  post-horses,  but  the 
day  and  hour  of  their  arrival  at,  and  departure 
from  each  station.  The  Ispravnik  has  also  an- 
other book,  in  which  travellers  may  enter  any 
complaint  they  have  to  make  against  the  post- 
master ;  but  as  they  both  pull  in  the  same  boat, 
he  is  quite  sure  to  give  a  false  one.  There  were 
^sixteen  large  churches  here,  but  the  population  of 
this  town  is  only  five  thousand. 

D  2 


SEGLECTED  VILLAGE. 


Skuratovo  BoUhoi,  25i.  Tlie  post-houBe 
swarmed  with  cockroaches,  which  crawled  over 
the  bresd  and  butter  and  into  the  cupa,  as  w* 
hurried  over  our  tea.  The  house  was  built  of  pinf 
lops,  the  inter§tices  being  filled  with  hemp.  I' 
Has  now  dajUght  at  one  o'clock,  and  we  made  our 
CKape  as  soon  as  we  contd  to, 

Skuratovo  Malencoi,  IS.     Post-house  bo  so. 

Sergiefacoi,  96J.  Wretched  post-boTise.  Th* 
proprietor  of  this  village  and  its  inhabitants  is  * 
Prince  Gagarin,  whose  house  stands  on  the  hill 
above  it.  The  people  appeared  to  he  in  a  most 
de.stitute  state,  and  beggars  were  in  great  numViS' 
Any  thing  more  deplorable  than  the  state  of  tlii» 
village  just  under  the  proprietor's  eyes  cannot  sreli 
be  imagined. 

Salora,  24}.     Post-house  good. 

lasinaia  Pi.liana,  18.     Post-house  bad. 

Tula,  17.  The  post-house  bad,  and  tlic  inn 
very  nearly  the  same.  We  were  most  hospitil'')' 
received  here  by  Mr.  Jones,  an  Englishman,  atll" 
bead  of  the  Imperial  establishment  for  themwo- 
facture  of  fire  arms.  In  his  company,  and  thai  "■ 
Mr.  Trewheller,  I  visited  the  works,  which  are  pi" 
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in    motion  by    an   eighty    horse-power    engine. 
"When  the  new  ones,  erecting  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  latter  gentleman,  are  finished,  the 
lathes  and  all  the  machinery  will  be  turned  by 
ivater  running  from  the  river,  through  cylinders 
of  iron,  about  six  feet  in  diameter.     There  will 
also  be  a  heating  apparatus,  which  will  prevent  the 
action  of  the  machinery  from  being  interrupted  by 
any  degree  of  frost.     These   works  will   not  be 
£nished  for  two  years.     The  muskets  are  neatly 
]nade,  and  lighter  than  ours,  but  they  do  not  carry 
with  the  same  degree  of  precision.     This  place  is 
the   Russian   Birmingham;  but  every  article  of 
hardware    is   wretchedly   inferior    to,   and  much 
dearer  than  ours.     I  have  mentioned  in  another 
part  of  this  work  the  practice  of  counterfeiting 
the  English  mark  on  the  cutlery.     The  ornamental 
work  in  steel  is  not  to  be  compared  to  that  of 
Prussia.     The  staple  article  of  manufacture  is  the 
Somovar.     Most  of  these  tea-urns  are  made  in 
brass,  but  copper  and  lackered  ones  have  lately 
been  introduced ;  the  patterns  of  the  most  expen- 
sive are  taken  from  the  English  ones.     Tula  sup- 
plies nearly  the  whole  of  Russia  with  this  useful 
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aiul  econuiiiical  appendage  to  housekeeping ;  it  » 
piirticulurly  so  in  a  coimtiy  where  fiiel  is  frequently 
so  very  scarce.  Three  bits  of  chareoal)  the  SK 
of  an  orange,  will  boil  enough  water  to  make  tea 
for  a  large  family. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ive  Tula — The  canvass  bag  useless —Dreadful  scarcity — Crowds  of 
women  by  the  road-side— Russian  absentees — Dead  post-horses — 
The  Emperor^s  return  to  St.  Petersburgh — The  port  opened  to 
foreign  com — Price  at  Odessa — Theory  and  practice—  Rq)eal  of  the 
com  laws — Consequences  of  the  measure— The  cheap  loaf — Query. 

"The  spring  of  the  carriage,  which  had  held  up 
admirably  from  Otshki,  was  mended  here,  and 
having  taken  leave  of  our  kind  friends,  Mr.  Jones 
and  Mr.  Trewheller,  we  continued  our  journey  to 

Vohtja,  23.     Post-house  bad. 

Vcuhaniy  22.  Post-house  bad.  In  travelling 
through  this  and  the  adjoining  provinces  we  found 
that  the  accoimts  we  had  heard  at  Odessa  of  the 
famine  raging  in  them  were  by  no  means  exagge- 
rated. Several  parts  of  the  track  between  Orel 
and  Tula  were  lined  with  women  and  children 
from  the  villages  at  a  distance,  as  well  as  those  in 


the  ngighbourhood.  Our  canvass  bag  had  become 
useless,  for  neither  hay  nor  straw  couid  be  pro- 
cured at  the  post  stations. 

This  day  we  found  whole  families  lying  by  tie 
aide  of  the  track  craving  for  food.  On  making 
inquiries,  through  my  interpreter,  I  found  tb;il 
many  of  tliein  had  slept  in  the  open  steppe  foi 
several  days,  living  upon  the  precarious  assistanci: 
they  received  from  the  few  travellers  who  passed. 
Their  husbands,  indeed  all  the  men,  had  left  theiD 
for  the  south,  where  there  was  less  distress:  more 
than  once  during  our  journey  we  had  met  ibcmiD 
parties  of  twenty  and  thirty  at  a  time.  This  u*- 
trict,  and  the  town  of  Tula,  were  only  kept  quiet 
by  the  presence  of  a  division  of  infantiy,  encamped 
near  the  suburb  by  which  we  entered.  The  arli' 
zans  employed  at  the  Imperial  manufactoiy  w 
arms  were  well  enough  off,  as  they  had  their  meal 
and  flour  served  out  to  them  at  a  fixed  price  P 
the  year  toimd ;  fluctuation,  therefore,  was  of  D" 
consequence  to  them' — the  rest  were  in  a.  wretdi* 
state.  Formerly  provision  was  made  against  (UCD 
a  calamity  by  housing  large  quantities  of  graini 
which  was  supplied  by  each  proprietor,  i 
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to  the  number  of  serfs  he  possessed;  but  these 
stores  sometimes  perishedi  from  want  of  care  and 
ImuI  granariesi  and  were  ako  materially  reduced 
1>7  peculation.     Besides  thiS|  the  nobilitji  always 
in  difficultiesi  thought  it  would  be  more  to  their 
advantage  to  get  interest  upon  the  value  of  the 
com  thus  lying  idle.       The  subscriptions  were 
therefore  taken  in  money  instead  of  in  kind,  and 
the  sums  collected  were  placed  in  the  Lombard 
haiik,  or  other  government  securities.     The  absur- 
dity of  this  system  was  proved  in  the  present  in- 
stance ;  the  money  was  useless,  there  was  neither 
rye  nor  wheat  to  be  bought  either  in  these  provinces 
or  at  St  Petersburgh.   The  owners  of  the  serfs  were 
interested  in  keeping  them  alive,  if  not  from  mo- 
tives of  humanity,  at  least  as  property;  but  where 
were  they  ?  on  their  estates,  exerting  themselves 
to  soften  or  relieve  the  miseries  of  their  depend- 
ants ?  No,  at  Rome,  Vienna,  or  the  German  water- 
ing-places, gambling  away  the  money  received  for 
the  corn  their  toil  had  raised,  and  for  want  of  a 
portion  of  which  they  were  now  starving.     One  of 
these  absentees,  with  whom  I  was  one  day  in  con- 
versation, told  me  that  he  had  just  returned  from 
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DEAD  POST-H 


■'It  is  the 


liis  estates  in  White  Russia,  adding, 
first  time  I  ever  saw  ray  peasants." 

Before  leaving  Tula,  I  was  recommended  lo 
provide  myself  with  a  bag  of  coppers,  to  rid  us 
in  some  degree  of  importunitj-,  wliich  it  wns 
impossible  to  satisfy.  As  long  as  they  lasted,  I 
continued  to  throw  tliem  amongst  tlie  huDgiy 
crowd,  reserving  some  for  those  who  thronged  ihe 
carriage  when  we  stopped  to  change  horses.  A* 
the  copecks  fell  amongst  them,  the  women,  many 
of  ihem  with  children  at  the  breast,  tumbled  owr 
one  another,  regardless  of  all  decency,  in  tlit 
struggle  that  ensued.  This  scene  of  wrctchedniw 
was  completed  by  the  dead  post-horses  on  the  sidf 
and  in  the  middle  of  tlie  track,  which  bad  perished, 
not  from  fatigue  or  ill-usage,  but  from  waut  of 
forage.  Their  carcasses  were  in  all  stages  of  pw 
Irefactioii,  surrounded  by  crows,  sometiioeB  >o 
gorged  that  they  scarcely  took  any  notice  of  the 
britzka  as  it  drove  by, 

The  Emperor  was  at  Kiel,  in  Holstein,  when  he 
was  made  acqutunted  with  the  deplorable  state  of 
the  country.  He  hurried  back  to  his  capital,  with 
his  usual  celerity,  no  little  exasperated  at  the  ffii'' 
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management  and  want  of  forethought  which  had 
been  shown  by  the  governors  of  these  provinces ; 
and  the  length  of  time  that  he  had  been  left  in 
ignorance  of  the  real  extent  of  the  calamity. 

On  his  arrival,  the  port  of  St.  Petersburgh  was 
opened  to  the  introduction  of  foreign  com  ;  but  the 
relief  was  tardy^  and  the  sufferers  were  seven  hun- 
dred miles  in  the  interior.  The  scarcity,  though 
not  so  great,  was  severely  felt  in  the  southern  pro- 
vmces ;  but  the  price  of  com  had  risen  too  high 
this  spring  for  much  to  be  exported  from  Odessa. 
It  had  increased  all  the  winter,  not  only  from  the 
demand  being  great,  but  from  the  scarcity  of  the 
article.  During  our  stay  there,  it  had  doubled  in 
value ;  and  a  chetvert,  which,  on  our  arrival  in  the 
spring  of  1839,  was  fourteen  roubles,  was  in  the 
following  spring  thirty  roubles.  The  prices'  in 
the  governments  of  Orel,  Tula,  and  Moscow,  were 
increased  seven  times  beyond  the  usual  quotations 
— and  the  poorest  inhabitants  in  these  provinces 
were  reduced  to  grind  up  the  bark  of  trees  with 
the  little  rye  flour  they  could  get !  And  yet  we 
are  informed  by  Mr.  M'Culloch,  "  that  in  a  coun- 
try like  Poland  or  Russia,  uniformly  in  the  habit 


ni  exporting  corn  to  other  countries,  a  restriction 
on  impottation  would  be  of  no  material  conse- 
quence." Habit !  what  bas  "  Iiabit "  to  ilo  wjtli 
tlie  course  nf  nature,  tlie  floods,  the  after-frosts, 
and  the  droughts  ?  are  they  to  be  hroupht  under  the 
rule  of  three  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
their  effects  estimated  by  figures  and  horae-powerf 

This  gentleman  further  observes,  "  that  a  w 
striction  on  importation  is  only  sensibly  felt  when 
it  is  enforced  in  a  counliy  which,  owing  to  ^ 
greater  density  of  ita  population,  and  the  limitei 
extent  of  its  fertile  land,  would  either  occasionil^ 
or  uniformly  import," 

We  have  a  pretty  example  of  the  soundneis  of 
this  theory  in  the  state  of  these  provinces.  Whs' 
does  tliis  great  scarcity  in  Russia  )>rove,  hut  ihal 
an  absolute  restriction  upon  the  importadon  oi 
I'oreign  corn  may  be  as  injurious  to  an  escessively 
ricli  and  half-populated  cum  country,  a»  to  one 
whose  "  density  of  population  imd  limited  extent 
of  fertile  land  would  eilher  occasionally  or  ttKm 
formly  import  ?" 

It  is  readily  allowed  by  those  who  knom 
thing  of  Kussia,  that  there  is  no  country  in 
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in  which  it  is  so  difficult  to  obtain  correct  statistics. 
Figures  are  not  always  factSi  and  Mr.  M'Culloch's 
errors  extend  even  to  the  rate  of  exchange  between 
the  two  countries. 

Many  of  the  statements  sent  to  England  from 
Russia,  are  made  by  those  who  are  deeply  inte- 
xested  in  the  prospect  of  an  open  trade  in  com 
with  England.     They  should,  therefore,  be  care- 
fuUy  weighed  before  they  are  credited,— certainly 
1>efore  they  are  adopted  in  support  of  arguments 
upon  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  found  legis- 
lative enactments  of  such  an  important  character 
as  the  alteration  of  our  corn-laws ;  a  change  which, 
like  all  others  in  these  days,  must  be  extreme  to 
be  considered  either  good  or  useful.     A  very  large 
portion  of  that  party  in  England,  who  clamour  so 
loudly  against  them,  admit,  without  disguise,  that 
they  only  wish  to  modify  them  as  a  preliminary 
measure  to  their  total  repeal.     Should  they  suc- 
ceed, what  will  be  the  position  of  England,  with 
her  *'  dense  population,"  having  an  insufficient, 
though  considerable  corn  produce,  if  she  becomes 
entirely  dependent  upon  an  imported  supply  ?♦ 

*  A  report  has  been  submitted  to  the  houses  of  Parliament 
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Without,  however,  throwing  away  time  in  llie 
consi deration  gf  vague,  hearsay,  and  interested 
statements,  let  the  known  shipping  prices  at  Odessa 
speak  for  themselves.  Wheat  has  been  sold  there— 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  again 
— at  fourteen  shillings  the  quarter.  Will  an  eight 
shillings  duty,  under  sucli  circumstances,  be  a  suf- 
ficient protection  at  home  ?  It  cannot ;  and  the 
cultivation  of  com  must  be  suspended.  Thus  »i- 
tuated,  we  may,  as  we  have  already  done,  <ef 
Russia  the  country  from  which  our  supplies  Br« 
to  be  drawn,  in  the  same  condition  as  when  I 
went  through  the  governments  in  question,  tlu' 
is,  in  a  state  of  starvation.  Where,  then,  as  fw 
as  Russia  is  concerned,  (and  even  now  her  exportt 
of  corn  to  tliis  country  extend  to  some  rnilliow 
of  quarters  per  annum),  is  our  bread  ?  where  tf 
the  safety  from  fluctuating  prices  ?  So  far  ftow 
having  obtained  that  desirable  object,  we  shall  1* 

this  year,  whk1i  Btetwttmt  55,000,000  chetverW  or M.SOO.OM 
quBTten  of  com  were  produced  in  tlie  government  of  Tlor 
boll'  in  one  year — 1835.     It  may  be  m  well  lo  obien't,  ^ 

t]ie  guvcmmpnl  ol'  TanibofT  is  imnieiUalvly  adjoining  t^o' 
pmviucM  in  wliicb  (Ln  scarcity  1  have  deicribed  oecumd' 
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subject  to  more  violent  extremes  than  we  have 
been  under  the  existing  laws.     Is  there  any  cer- 
tainly, nay,  probability,  that  when  the  cultivation 
of  com  in  England  is  given  up,  (the  inevitable 
retult  of  a  repeal),  we  can  command  the  necessary 
supplies  of  grain  from  Russia  ?    What  security  is 
there  that  the   Russian  nobility,  (the  real  com 
merchants),  when  certain  of  the  English  market, 
will  not,  in  times  even  of  abundance,  raise  the 
prices  fax  above  what  they  are  now  ?  and,  more 
than  this,  what  security  is  there  that  the  Govern- 
ment, which  is  absolute,  will  not  demand  an  ex- 
port duty? — an   Ukase  will  do  it.     It  may  be 
said  that  Russia  is  not   the  only  country  from 
which  we  shall   receive  our  suppb'es; — ^granted. 
But  a  strike  for  increased  price,  or  a  deficiency  on 
ber  part,  would  be  severely  felt.     Moreover,  does 
it  suit  the  ideas  or  feelings  of  Englishmen  to  have 
their  resources  placed  in  any  degree  at  the  mercy 
of  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Russias  ?     What  is  to 
happen  in  the  event  of  a  continental  war?  has 
the  policy  of  Russia  in  Persia  and  Central  Asia 
been  so  honest  that  we  should  be  justified  in  trust- 
ing her,  even  in  peace  ?  she  is  quite  as  likely  to 
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form  an  alliance  with  any  enemy  we  might  hsTOi 
to-morrow,  as  to  keep  her  faith  with  us.  In  either 
of  these  cases,  where  is  the  cheap  loaf  I 

When  I  hear  it  stattd  that  Kussia  ie  one  of  tltc 
countries  upon  which  we  may  in  future  possiblj 
depend  for  bread,  which,  having  been  much  on 
the  continent,  I  invariably  eat  "  a  discretion,"  tie 
inward  man  exclaims  loudly  (gainst  ameoiBWM 
Jikely  to  be  short ! 

With  regard  to  the  advantages  we  are  to  gu« 
by  her  taking  an  increased  quantity  of  nianuiie- 
tures,  the  idea  is  altogether  a  delusion ;  she  will 
not  alter  her  prohibitive  tariff,  nor  is  the  mas*  w 
the  people  sufficiently  advanced   in    their  social 
system  to  require  any,  even  of  the  most  ordinary* 
comforts  of  civihzatit^  ;  and  if  they  were  so,  tliej" 
have  no  money  to  go  to  market  with.     Let  th^" 
working  classes  in  England,  whose  expectation  ** 
have  been  so  much  raised  on  this  subject,  be  clearly 
made  to  understand  the  state  of  the  poor  in  Russia* 
in  times  of  plenty,  and  not  be  misled  by  the  fafc^' 
idea  that  where  corn  is  cheap  there   can  be  B-^ 
distress ;    nor  take  it  for  grajited  that  their  wage* 
ivill  remain  liigh  when  the  price  c 


■Apposing — wViich  it  is  evident  still  remains  quite 
"  ciianee — the  loaf  is  a  cheap  loaf,  after  all. 

The  low  price  of  wheat  in  Kussia,  and  the  high 
price  of  wheat  in  England,  are  constantly  com- 
t^ared,  and  it  is  asserted  that  the  poorer  classes  in 
tile  former  country  arc  better  oS  than  those  ia 
the  latter ; — that  the  condition  of  a  Russian  serf 
i«  better  than  that  of  a  poor  ntan  in  England ; 
^hen,  in  fact,  there  is  perhaps  no  country  in 
xvhicb  more  squalid  poverty  exists  than  in  the 
^rcat  com  districts  of  Russia,  where,  in  an  average 
IxarN'est,  rye,  {not  wheat),  tha  staple  article  of  food, 
ia  on\y  Jive  shillings  the  quarter!!! 
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yedmenskaia  Saved,  lOi.  The  track  to  tbit 
pluce  was  deplorably  bad.  The  view  from  tin 
hill  above  the  river  Okha,  with  the  domes  of  S*r* 
puchofF,  and  the  dark  line  of  forest  in  the  distance, 
was  very  beautiful.  Crossed  by  an  eicellenl 
bridge  of  boats  to  the  tovm  of 

SEarucHOFF,  31J.  There  is  a  large  garrison 
here.  The  houses  are  well  built,  and  the  iim 
excellent.  The  sight  of  the  chaussee,  which  com- 
mences at  this  place,  was  hailed  aa  joyfully  as  lana 
from  the  mast-head,  after  a  four  months'  voyagS' 
We  now  reduced  our  post-horses  to  three,  M" 
went  along  at  a  merry  pace  to 
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Lopauniai  ^*  Post-bouse  good.  The  road 
inms  through  a  forest  of  stunted  firs,  to 

Podolsk^  32»  Good  inn  on  the  right,  half-way 
Up  the  village ;  we  had  some  beer  here,  very  pass- 
able.    The  stage  into 

Moscow,  35.  Is  a  post  Imperial,  and  double 
posting  is  charged.  The  macadamized  road  ceases 
at  Podolsk,  and  we  were  once  more  at  sea. 

The  whole  distance  from  Odessa  is  a  mere  track 

narked   by  verst-posts,  about  ten  feet  high  on 

each  side,  and  by  them  the  traveller  is  guided 

across  the  open  steppe;  but  these  posts  do  not 

determine  the  width  of  the  road;  each  carriage 

picks  its  own  way,  either  a  hundred  yards,  or  half 

a  mile,  to  the  right  or  left,  as  the  horses  or  driver 

may  think  fit.     This  track    cannot  be  called  a 

load ;  it  is  merely  traced  over  the  natural  soil  by 

one  vehicle  after  another ;  there  is  not  a  shovel- 

full  of  material  laid  down,  nor  is  there  any  fencing 

or  draining.   In  the  winter,  the  verst-posts  are  the 

compass  of  the  steppe,  and  without  them  it  would 

be  impossible  to  proceed,  after  heavy  falls  of  snow; 

in  this  season,  the  track  is  so  uneven,  that  persons 

are  constantly  thrown  out  of  their  sledges  by  the 
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violent  jolts.     In  wet  weather  it  is  almost  impas.>- 
able,  and  after  the  thaw  has  set  in,  quite  so  for 
a  few  weeks.     Traffic  is  then  abnost  suspended, 
and  the  transport  of  the  mails  is  a  service  of  grea 
danger,  as  the  wooden  bridges,  which  h&we 
taken  up  during  the  winter,  are  not  replaced 
the  weather  is  settled ;  the  yagers  are  frequen 
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obliged  to  pass  the  rivers  on  rafts.     In  the  latt::::;;-;^ 
part  of  the  spring,  the  ground  is  suddenly  hii'^^j^ 
ened  by  the  slight  frosts  which  follow  the  th^^^^ 
and  in  the  summer  retains  all  the  inequalities^  /^ 
then  had,  presenting,  particularly  through  ioT^st$ 
where  the  track  is  narrow,  and  consequently  ravie 
cut  up,  a  series  of  ruts,  holes,  and  hillocks.    Id 
the  continued  heat,  which  withers  all  the  grass  oa 
the  steppe,  some  inches  of  the  surface  is  beateo> 
into  dust,  and  in  a  light  wind,  a  handkerchief  ove'X 
the   face  is  abnost   indispensable   in   travelling* 
The  dust  on   a  hot  Derby  day  will  give  but     * 
faint  idea  of  it.     In  some  places,  a  few  trees  a^^^ 
occasionally  planted  by  the  side  of  the  track,  b«^^ 
they  are  not  much  more  pictiuresque,  and  certainly 
at  this  season,  not  more  verdant  than  the  ver^^ 
posts.     When  the  Emperor  is  going  to  trarely 
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iiutructioDS  are  sent  to  the  governors  of  the  dif- 
ferent provinces  througli  which  he  intends  to  pasB, 
to  put  the  track  in  some  sort  of  repair  ;  should 
ttis  circumstaace  chance  to  occur  in  the  middle 
tt,  the  peasants  are  obliged  to  leave  the 
'Mod  Bet  to  work. 

|K>aling  in  Russia  is  very  reasonahle,  but 

itTftries  in  different  parts  of  the  country;  from 

Odcfsa  to  Krementcbouk  it  was  ten  copecks  per 

VcTst  for  each  horse,  and  from  thence  to  Moscow 

only   five ;    the    expenses   of   posting  with  four 

horses,  including    the    podaroshna,  drivers,  and 

l>ribe8,   were  only   £25,  the    distance   being  922 

English  miles.     In   Ru:^sia,  especial  care  should 

l>e  laken  never  immediately  to  precede  or  follow  a 

gnat  man  ;  but  should  even  a  corporal  come  up, 

"on  service,"  while  a  traveller  is  changing  horses, 

he  vrill  most  assuredly  take  his  if  there  are  no 

"ibers.     In   this  way,  a  person  may  be,  and  is 

f^fequenily,  detained  several  hours  or  days,  in  some 

I       wretched  post-house.      Aa  the  postmasters  carry 

I      the  mails  for  Government  without  pay,  they  im- 

A      Po»e  upon  travellers  accordingly.     The  best  mode 

^h  ^  proceeding  is,  to  get  a  post-office  courier,  who 
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will  be  found  a  most  excellent  travelling  comp*- 
nion,  and  the  horses  will  move  out  of  the  StMt 
by  instinct  at  the  sight  of  his  uniform,  his  em- 
ployer will  have  nothing  to  do  but  pay;  oalii*. 
time,  and  money  will,  in  the  end,  be  saved.  Hi* 
douceur  is  from  a  hundred  to  ouc  hundred  and 
fifty  roubles,  for  the  journey  between  Odessa  anil 
Moscow.  A  private  courier  is  of  very  little  use, 
except  as  an  interpreter.  The  country  is  K  d*- 
testably  ugly  and  monotonous,  that  the  gr«t 
desideratum  in  going  through  it  is  to  keep  op 
perpetual  motion ;  the  scenery  may  be  descrjbed 
in  three  words — steppe,  morasses,  pine  forests. 

The  post-houses  on  the  road  we  had  come  W 
frequently  mere  hovels,  and  commonly  constnicWd 
of  mud  or  pine  logs ;  in  the  latter  case  they  svrum 
with  cockroaches.  There  is  no  accoromodaW" 
beyond  a  table  and  wooden  chairs,  and  the  inv«* 
ler  has  no  right  to  expect  more  than  to  walk  inW 
the  room  next  to  that  in  which  the  padnroshni* 
are  entered,  and  throw  himself  on  the  mud  io*« 
or  the  wooden  bench,  and  there  take  hts  rest,  '"^ 
rest  it  be  which  thus  convulses  slumber,"  "ibr  W 
neither  is  he  hkely  to  sleep  alone.      Eg)p  lO* 
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milk  are  generally  to  be  obtained,  and  notHng  . 
sJse,  but  the  black  rye-bread ;  very  good  fare  for 
»  Russian  or  a  Spartan ;  but  if  the  traveller  is 
neither  one  nor  the  other,  he  ivill  find  it  a  great 
*0 convenience,  and  must  provide  against  it  by 
taJdng  white  enough  from  one  large  town  to  last 
nim  on  to  the  next.  I  strongly  recommend  all 
tourists  to  keep  out  of  the  country,  who  are  not 
Inclined  to  rough  it,  not,  however,  on  "  beef-steaks 
Skid  a  bottle  of  port,"  but  on  short  commons  in 
MWery  way.  The  samovar  is  always  to  be  met 
*ith  ;  the  charge  for  lighting  it  is  one  source  of 
gKin  to  the  post-master ;  the  extreme  price  they 
ask  a  Russian  is  about  twopence,  a  foreigner  two 
Or  three  roubles. 

But  our  fatigues  and  vexations  of  all  kinds 
Were  forgotten  when,  from  an  unexpected  turn 
in  the  road,  we  saw  the  ancient  capital  of  the 
Tzars  in  one  "  coup  d'ceil"  at  our  feet.  I  thought 
^bat  the  feelings  of  the  French  army  must  have 
been  when  they  caught  the  first  view  of  her  golden 
minarets,  and  starry  domes,  and  on  a  nearer 
approach,  the  Kremlin  burst  upon  their  sight. 
:  Tbe  goal  they  had  so  long  and  earnestly  desired 


to  arrive  at,  to  rest  awhile  from  their  superhumoi 
exploits,  now  lay  before  them,  and  they  saw  ll» 
army  of  their  CDemies  retiring  in  the  distance' 
At  tliat  moment,  when  the  deafening  shout  of 
*'  Vivo  I'Empereur  !"  was  raised  by  those  galluil 
legions,  we  may  conclude  that  not  only  their  Belfilh 
chief  was  surfeited  with  the  pride  of  conquest,  but 
that  bis  brave  and  faithful  soldiers  felt  to  a  nun 
repaid  for  all  their  unwearied  though  paisfiil 
efforts. 

The  pages  of  Labaume,  Segur,  and  Ijarpey,  lu'* 
shown  how  fearfully  these  successes  termiuatedi 
still,  though  teeming  with  horrors,  their  descrip- 
tions fall  short  of  the  atrocities  tliat  were  comnot" 
ted  by  the  Russian  troops  and  serfs  upon  the  OB- 
fortunate  men  who  perished  in  the  retreat. 

In  speaking  of  this  event,  it  too  often  happsu 
that  the  grasping  policy  of  Napoleon  is  alone  re- 
membered ;  and  we  lose  sight  of  the  heroic  eha»^ 
ter  of  his  army.  While  holding  np  that  politj 
to  execration,  and  deploring  tlie  power  which  ^ 
held  and  exercised  over  his  followers,  should  i'^ 
not  admire  their  diivalrous  conduct,  and  sjinp*' 
thise  wit]i  theirsufferings  ?  However uudesetrediji 
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what  man  was  ever  worshipped  with  such  devotion, 
such  abandonment  of  self?    Not  a  murmur  of  re- 
proach was  heard  against  him  in  whom  the  awful 
calamities  which  they  endured  originated.     No — 
with  the  assassin's  knife,  or  the  lance  of  the  das- 
tardly and  ferocious  Cossack  at  their  throats,  or  in 
the  protracted  agonies  of  death  by  hunger,  with 
the  last  spark  of  the  vital  principle  leaving  their 
frozen  and  gory  bodies,  they  gave  up  their  gallant 
spirits,  calling — not  upon  their  God  but — on  the 
Emperor !  the  author  of  all  their  miseries  and  un- 
timely fate ;  on  him  who  had  immolated  them  on 
the  altar  of  his  demoniacal  ambition.  In  approach- 
ing the  city  there  was  little  to  interrupt  reflec- 
tion.    The  entrance  was  by  a  wretched  suburb ; 
and  having  reached  the  barrier,  we  traversed  a 
large  open  space  before  we  came   to   the  town 
itself. 

Those  who  knew  Moscow  previously  to  the 
great  fire,  describe  it  as  having  been  far  more  pic- 
turesque then  than  it  is  now,  though  not  so  well  built ; 
from  the  appearance  of  several  of  the  old  wooden 
houses  which  we  now  passed,  this  might  easily  be 
believed.  Many  of  the  windows  and  balconies  were 
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ornamented  with  flowers;  and  the  houses  in  this 
quarter  stood  siDgly,  and  were  often  surrounded 
by  gardens  or  court-yards,  full  of  trees.  The 
streets  appeared  almost  deserted ;  and  we  scarcely 
met  a  human  beuig  until  we  arrived  at  the  iron 
bridge  over  the  Moskwa,  which  forms  the  princip&l 
outlet  from  the  Kital  Goiod,  on  tliis  side  of  the 
town.  As  it  was  sunset,  the  workmen  and  shop- 
keepers from  the  great  bazaar  were  hurrying  to 
their  homes,  and  gave  us  the  first  indicatiou  of  a 
large  population. 

Passing  under  the  high  castellated  walls  of  ihe^ 
Kremlin,  we  experienced  no  little  pleasure  ti^ 
having  reached  this  point  of  our  journey ;  and^ 
leaving  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Basil  on  our  right,  w^ 
took  up  our  quarters  at  the  hotel  of  Gennanut-* 
after  a  rough  pull  of  seventeen  travelling  days- 
I  found,  when  too  late,  that  the  Cheval  was  th«^ 
best  house.  It  is  situated  in  the  street  through 
which  the  diligence  passes.  There  is  a  restaura- 
teur. 

The  boarding-house  of  our  countrywoman, 
Mrs.  Howard,  is  very  dear;  and  the  quantity,  if 
not  the  quality,  of  her  fare  very  meagre.    £wy 
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one  is  obliged  to  dine  at  the  "  table  d'hote,"  which 
frequently  interferes  with  the  arrangements  for 
sight-seeing  in  the  afternoon ;  and  any  thing  out 
of  the  usual  routine  is  charged  at  an  enormous 
rate.  The  most  independent  plan  is  to  take 
rooms  at  some  hotel,  and  dine  either  at  the  French 
J^taurateur's,  on  the  Smith  bridge,  or  at  an 
Italian's,  in  the  street  near  the  hotel  de  I'Europe. 
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lion  of  Polond — A  drawing-room  ilcilgc—Tbc  HoMov  rjdii 
— "Sleppins  oul"-CMhcrinc'»  whim— Chureh  of  Si.  0> 
Patriarch'!  jiiluc — A  ihipwrccked  cannon — Thr  bolv  gaM- 
dnl  of  St.  Bull- Ont<!i}>  of  the  Vii^n— Cardcni  of  Pet 
NoTcl  mclhoi]  of  taking  lea — Tho  woudca 
Ii-iti«— No  profiU. 

In  tliis  interesting  citj',  the  Kremlin  was  the  rA       i. 
ject  of  our  first  drive;  and  on  our  arrival  tier— «■, 

tlie  istvostcliik  set  us  down  by  the  Tzar  Kolokol 

ihe  great  bell  cast  by  order  of  the  empress  Awn*. 
This  gigantic   "communicator,"   twenty-tv.-o  feer 
in    diameter,    and     nearly    twenty -three    feet     in 
height,  has  been  raised  from  the  ground,  where  if 
had  remained  for  years,  placed  on  a  low  circulu 
granite  wall,  and  consecrated  ai  a  chapch    Tbc 
entrance  to  it  is  by  an  iron  gate,  and  a  few  step* 
which  dcacend  into  a  cavity  formed  by  the  *<ll  J 
and  the  excavation  made  under  it.     This  bell  u  I 
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highly  venerated,  for  the  religious  feelings  of  the 
people  were  worked  upon  at  the  time  it  was  cast, 
and  every  one  who  had  a  fraction  of  the  precious 
metals  threw  into  the  melting   mass   something 
either  of  silver  or  gold.     The  ornaments  and  the 
figure  of  the  empress  are  in  lowreUef,  and  wretch- 
edly finished.     Some  suppose  that  the  large  frac- 
ture on  the  side  was  caused  hy  its  fall  from  the 
tower  in  which   it  was  placed;    but  though  its 
history  is  so  recent,  it  is  not  known  whether  it 
was  ever  suspended  or  not.     Near  it  stands  the 
simple  but  commanding  tower  of  Ivan  Veliki,  the 
summit  of  which  is  gained  by  a  good  staircase. 
The  views  from  the  belfry  on  each  story  prepared 
us  for  the  one  which  was  to  reward  our  exertions 
in  ascending. 

Clustered  round  the  base  of  the  Veliki  are  the 
numerous  gilt  domes  of  the  churches  within  the 
Kremlin,  and  those  of  the  ancient  and  peculiar 
building  called  the  Tower  of  the  Kremlin. 
Amongst  these  are  grouped  the  Treasur}'^,  the 
Bishop's  Palace,  and  many  other  modern  edifices, 
strangely  out  of  keeping  with  the  eastern  archi- 
tecture of  the  place.     These  are  all  enclosed  by 
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the  old  walls,  towers,  and  bastions  of  the  fortress. 
Close  to  the  Holy  Gate,  the  green  and  white 
lowers  of  which  are  surmounted  by  golden  eagles, 
is  the  Cathedral  of  St.  Basil,  grotesque  in  form 
and  colour ;  and,  winding  under  the  terrace  of  the 
Kremlin  gardens,  is  the  Moskwa,  the  silvery 
though  narrow  line  of  which  may  be  traced  far 
into  the  country.  Round  this  brilliant  centre 
stretches  on  every  side  the  city  and  its  suburbs, 
radiant  in  all  the  colours  of  the  rainbow,  which 
are  used  in  the  decoration  of  the  roofs  and  walls  of  , 
the  churches  and  houses ;  the  effect  of  this  mosa 
is  heightened  by  the  foliage  of  the  trees,  whid 
grow  in  many  parts  of  the  town  as  well  as  on  t 
banks  of  the  river. 

The  Greek  facade  of  the  Foundling  Hospital 
attracts  attention  from  its  immense  length,  and 
the  style  of  its  architecture,  in  such  strikiug  con- 
trast with  that  of  the  town  generally.     The  old     J 
monasteries,  with  their  bright  blue  domes,  "  seme"   *■" 
with  golden  stars,  and  minarets  gilt  or  coloured,^  J 
particularly  of  the   Seminoff  and   Donskoi   sur — -tm 
rounded  by  groves  of  trees.  He  scattered  on  thc»  .^ 
skirts  of  the  town.     Beyond  these  are  the  Sparrov^ 
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Hills,  from  which  Napoleon  paused  ere  he  des- 
cended to  take  possession  of  the  deserted  city. 
No  view  of  any  capital  in  Europe  can  be  compared 
with  that  of  Moscow  from  this  tower,  except  that 
of  Constantinople  from  the  Galata  or  Seraskier*s ; 
which,  however,  surpasses  it  in  beauty,'  for  the 
horizon  here  is  one  imbroken  line  of  dreary 
steppe,  while  at  Stamboul  the  distance  is  formed 
by  the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  the  snowy  summits 
of  Olympus. 

In  looking  upon  this  cheerful  though  tranquil 
scene,  where  every  thing  around  seemed  fresh  and 
new,  it  was  difficult  to  reconcile  its  present  ap- 
pearance with  the  records  of  its  calamities,  the 
sieges  and  sackings,  the  massacres,  famines,  and 
plagues;  and  lastly,  that  fire  which  has  thrown 
such  a  "  prestige "  over  it,  and  brings  its  history 
down  to  our  own  days. 

The  Kremlin,  within  whose  walls  so  many  atro- 
cities were  committed,  is  now  the  spot  on  which 
the  business  of  every-day  life  goes  on  ;  and  there 
the  edifices  now  erecting  in  modem  taste,  to  make 
room  for  which  some  remnant  of  by-gone  days  is 
always   sacrificed,  will  eventually  annihilate  the 
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little  that  exists  with,  a  claim  to  historical  associa- 
tion in  Uussia.  Ntcholiis  is  building  a  new  pa- 
lace, and  to  complete  !(,  it  is  said  he  intends  to 
remove  the  church  of  Si.  Saviour,  the  oldest  in 
Moscow.  It  is  very  small;  the  roof  and  domes  are 
simply  painted  green,  and  it  looks  humble  amidst 
the  profusion  of  golden  spires  that  surround  it. 

Russia  cannot  spare  historical  monuments  ;  but 
this,  according  to  her  ideas,  is  the  march  of  im- 
provement. Every  thing  must  stand  straight,  and 
be  whitewaahed;  even  the  old  Kremlin  walls  can- 
not escape  the  plasterer's  brush.  Surely  these 
people  will  some  day  puzzle  old  Time  himself, 
for  they  knock  away  the  few  landmarks  he  has 
given  them  most  unsparingly.  But  1  must  borrow 
his  wings  and  fly  to  the  ancient  tower  of  the  Tzars, 
at  a  short  distance  £-om  the  one  in  which  I  fell 
into  this  reverie.  How  this  came  to  be  called  a 
tower,  it  would  be  difficult  to  say,  for  the  roof  has 
tlie  appearance  of  a  tent  pitched  upon  the  top  of 
a  house.  It  has  lately  been  fitted  up  with  great 
taste,  and  at  present  stands  a  happy  exemption 
from  the  remark  I  have  just  made.  The  repairs 
have  been  designed  in  accordance  with  its  ancients 
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Style,  with  stained  glass  windows,  and  the  stoves, 
carved  mouldings  and  gilding  restored  to  their  ori- 
ginal state.  The  pictures  of  the  old  Tzars  that 
were  canonized  ornament  the  walls,  and  a  Bible  in 
splendid  binding,  with  large  clasps,  was  on  the  table 
in  one  of  the  rooms.  From  a  window  in  the  tur- 
ret one  house  was  particularly  pointed  out  to  us^ 
not  that  there  was  any  thing  remarkable  in  its  ex- 
terior, but  it  had  belonged  to  Zuboff,  who  took 
such  a  prominent  part  in  the  murder  of  the  emperor 
Paul.  The  conspirators  who  were  concerned  in 
this  horrid  deed  held  several  of  their  meetings 
under  its  roof. 

We  were  obliged  to  wait  for  a  public  day  to 

see  the  Treasury,  and  found  it  crowded  to  excess. 

It  presented  an  "  omnium  gatherum  "  of  jewelry, 

armour,  and  saddlery,  a  description  of  which,  even 

if  desirable,  could  only  be  given  in  the  form  of  a 

catalogue.     The  principal  objects  of  interest  were 

the  crowns  of  Vladimir  Monomachus,  of  Astrakan, 

Kazan,   and   Siberia;    they  were   of   indifferent 

execution,  and  evinced  only  barbarian  splendour. 

There  were  relics  without  end  of  Peter  the  Great 

and  his  exploits,  whether  of  valour  or  industry, 

£3 
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of  the  sword  or  the  lathe.  One  shown  with  great 
triumph,  is  the  litter  in  which  Charles  the  XII. 
was  carried  after  the  battle  of  Pultava ;  it  is  made 
of  ebony,  or  stained  wood,  and  neatly  turned  in  a 
pattern  not  unusual  in  arm-chairs  of  the  present 
day  J  the  worn  and  faded  blue  embroidered  cushion 
looked  us  if  it  had  once  been  exceedingly  smarl, 
and,  considering  the  character  and  habits  of  the 
royal  patient,  it  is  not  easy  to  account  I'ur  his 
having  such  an  ck'gant  piece  of  furniture  in  his 
camp.  In  reading  his  history,  we  see  him  bereft, 
not  only  of  luxuiies,  but  necessaries,  and  obliged 
to  put  up  with  the  rough  contrivances  that  the 
best  care  and  ingenuity  of  his  followers  could,  in 
their  destitution  and  difHculties,  make  for  him ; 
but  Russian  rehc-niongcrs  seem  to  be  of  opinion 
that,  the  case  was  different.  When  they  ask  a 
traveller  to  believe  tliat  Charles  ever  sat  in  it, 
for  he  could  not  by  any  possibility  have  laid  his 
leg  up,  they  ought  to  add  that  Peter  had  the 
courtesy  to  make  it  for  him.  Standing  near  it 
are  some  Swedish  kettle-drums,  on  which  tiie 
conquerors  have  stuck  Russian  Eagles,  A  portrait 
of  Catherine  II.,  in  man's  attire,  is  a  poor  affair  as 
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8  picture^  but  said  to  be  very  like  Her ;  it  bears 
the  same  stamp  of  countenance  and  features 
usually  ascribed  to  her.  Under  that  of  Alexander 
are  hung  the  keys  of  Zamosk  and  Warsaw ;  in  a 
crimson  and  gold  box  at  his  feet,  is  the  constUution 
of  Poland^  and  on  either  side  of  him  are  the 
standards  and  Eagles  of  that  country.  It  is  im« 
possible  to  see  them  there  without  regret ;  they 
are  not  merely  the  trophies  of  a  victory  which 
at  a  future  time  the  fortune  of  war  may  turn  the 
other  way,  but  are  monuments  of  the  success  of  a 
aeries  of  political  intrigues  which  have  left  Poland 
—the  chivalrous  Poland  tnat,  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, stood  between  the  West  of  Europe  and  the 
Turks — hopelessly  enslaved,  and  consigned  the  best 
of  her  nobility  to  the  mines  of  Oural  and  Siberia. 
In  the  rooms  on  the  ground  floor  of  this  building 
are  some  state  carriages  of  former  sovereigns,  and 
a  sledge  fitted  up  like  a  drawing-room,  iu  which 
the  Empress  Elizabeth  and  twelve  of  her  suite  used 
to  dine  on  their  journey  from  Moscow  to  Peters- 
burgh.  There  is  a  model  of  the  roof  of  the  "  enor- 
mous "  riding-school  here,  which  supports  itself 
without  prop  or  pillar  over  an  area  of  about  500  feet 
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by  280,  within  a  few^  feet,  by  way  of  rougli  com- 
parison, of  the  length  of  the  Menai  bridge.  There 
is  also  another,  of  an  ill-conceived  and  extravagant 
design  of  Catherine  11.  It  appears  she  once  had 
a  fancy  for  destroying  the  Kremlin,  and  building 
a  palace,  vfhich  should  occupy  its  site,  and  cover 
the  whole  space  within  its  walls.  Whether  want 
of  time,  or  want  of  funds,  interfered  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  this  whim,  I  know  not ;  luckily  for  us, 
it  got  no  farther  than  the  model;  but  it  is  quite 
of  a  piece  with  one  of  the  caricatures  published 
in  London  in  her  day,  which  represents  the  Em- 
press of  all  the  Russias  in  the  air,  with  one  foot 
on  the  spire  of  the  Admiralty  at  St.  Petersburgh, 
and  the  other  on  the  dome  of  St.  Sophia  at  Con- 
stantinople:  a  step,  by-the-bye,  which,  though 
somawbat  more  than  thirty  inches,  Nicholas  would 
not  mind  waving  the  martinet  to  take  in  the 
present  day. 

Besides  the  Cathedral  of  the  Assumption,  in 
which  the  Tzars,  till  the  time  of  Peter,  and  all 
the  Patriarchs,  repose,  and  where  the  emperors 
arc  still  crowned ;  there  is  also  in  the  Kremlin 
that  of  the  Annunciation,  and  the  churches  of 
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St.  Michael  and  St.  Chia.  To  the  shrine  of  the 
latter^  sick  children  are  brought  by  their  parents 
to  be  cured  by  miraculous  interposition.  The 
sacred  treasures  in  these  edifices  are  of  immense 
value^  but  the  execution  of  the  paintings  which 
cover  the  walls,  is  execrable,  and  the  taste  of 
the  gaudy  and  gorgeous  decorations  truly  in 
keeping  with  the  material  ideas  of  the  people ; 
it  is  painful  to  see  them  at  their  devotions  amongst 
these  pictures,  alternately  praying  to  them,  and 
begging  of  the  bystanders.  Bowing  and  crossing, 
low  enough  and  often  enough,  with  a  proper  num- 
ber of  prostrations  and  thumps  of  their  foreheads 
on  the  pavement,  appear  to  realize  their  notions 
of  a  prayer.  The  steps,  as  well  as  the  interior 
of  all  these  churches,  were  beset  with  mendi- 
cants. 

The  palace,  formerly  the  Patriarch's,  is  in- 
habited by  the  Emperor  when  he  visits  the  city, 
and  from  the  window  near  the  terrace  he  shows 
himself  to  his  subjects.  The  rooms  are  furnished 
with  great  simplicity,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
some  Polish  standards,  and  a  musket  with  which 
he  teaches  his  boys  the  platoon  exercise,  there  is 


nothing  to  notice  but  a  good  Canaletto.     It  re- 

presents  the  Diet  of  Warsaw,  at  the  election  o^^^ 
Stanislas  Augustus  in  t7Gi;  and  ia  signed  at  fulITJElI 
length,  Bernardo  Belotlo  de  Canaleito,  1778. 

To  tliose  who  have  not  aeen  a  lar^  arsenaF,.aal, 
the  one  in  the  Kremlin  will  be  found  worthy  o^::^  of 
observation.  The  artillerj  piled  up  against  th^^..Ae 
wall  on  the  outside  of  the  building  was  take^^^en 
from  the  French  during  the  retreat ;  there  a»-_^Brc 
also  some  pieces  of  other  nations,  but  no  Britut^F-h ; 
I  bare  beard  it  stated,  but  cannot  vouch  for  tW^be 
truth  of  the  assertion,  that  a  cannon  with 
broad  arrow  also  graced  these  walls  not 
years  ago;   it  had  been  taken  from  an  Engl^Bisb 

gun-bout,  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Esthonia,  a -Dt) 

the  circumstance  of  its  having  been  placed  in  t^H)» 
collection,  though  not  a  fair  "  prise  de  gu«r"^^ 
being  reported  to  our  Ambassador,  it  was  hioMBW 
that  it  had  better  be  withdrawn. 

The  Spaskoi,  or  Holy  Gate,  is  a  conspicu^^sNV 
object  in  the  wall  of  the  Kremlin.  Not  a  Rutini  "^"i 
from  the  Emperor  to  the  meanest  mortal  in  Tiu 
dominions,    would     pass    under   this    vener^Cd 


gateway   witliout 


uncovering 


head,   let      Itf 
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haste  or  errand  be  what  it  might.  What  tradition 
there  may  be  to  account  for  this  is  quite  uncer- 
tain,  but  no  doubt  its  patron  saint,  in  days  of 
yore,  did  the  town  good  service,  though  now 
nobody  knows  what  it  was.  The  accumulated 
awe  and  gratitude  of  ages,  is,  however,  still  in 
full  force,  for  though  no  native  would  require 
the  hint,  a  foreigner,  who,  unconscious  of  this 
antiquated  custom,  did  not  uncover  his  head, 
would  be  sharply  uncapped  by  the  sentry. 

The  cathedral  of  St.  Basil,  immediately  outside 
this  gate,  is  one  of  the  most  striking  objects  in  the 
town,  both  in  form  and  colour,  a  splendid  "  bizar- 
rerie  "  outside  and  in ;  it  is  a  labyrinth  of  chapels, 
and  far  from  exhibiting  any  peculiar  beauty.  Ivan 
the  Terrible,  for  whom  it  was  built,  is  said  to  have 
put  out  the  eyes  of  the  Italian  architect  in  order 
that  he  should  not  be  able  to  erect  a  second.  A 
strange  caprice  of  cruelty — punishing  the  man  for 
iucceeding  not  failing  in  gratifying  his  whim  of 
having  a  number  of  chapels  under  one  roof,  in 
which  the  different  services  could  be  performed 
without  interruption  to  each  other. 

Near  the  gateway,  at  the  opposite  end  of  the 
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Kitai  Gorod,  is  a  famous  oratory  of  tlie  Virgin, 
the  picture  of  which  "  works  miracles."  She  is 
supposed  to  protect  travellers;  and  here  I  one 
day  observed  a  specimen  of  the  superstitious  ha- 
bits of  the  upper  classes.  A  large  travelling  car- 
riage was  standing  at  the  chapel  door,  evidently 
fresh  off  a  journey  :  no  one  was  near  it  but  tbe 
postillions  and  one  servant.  I  asked  my  compa- 
nion, an  old  resident,  what  could  be  the  reason  of 
the  party  stopping  th«re  ?  His  answer  was,  that 
they  were  at  their  devotions,  returning  thanks  for 
their  safe  arrival  in  the  city,  before  driving  to  their 
own  house.  A  few  days  after  this,  I  observed  an- 
other party  who  were  going  through  a  similar 
ceremony  previously  to  leaving.  To  this  esta- 
blishment, besides  plenty  of  Papas,  is  attached  a 
close  carriage,  gaily  painted,  with  four  horses 
and  servants  in  liverj',  to  take  the  picture  of  the 
Virgin  to  the  bed-sides  of  the  dying.  I  once 
met  the  equipage  returning  from  one  of  these 
visits;  the  painting  was  supported  on  the  knees 
of  the  priests,  and  the  people  evinced  great  awe 
and  respect  for  it  as  it  passed:  few  people  j 
by  this  chapel  without  taking  off  their  hats,  i 
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The  Peterskoi  palace,  inhabited  by  Napoleon 
during  the  great  fire,  is  an  odd  and  ugly  building, 
and  badly  situated,  close  to  the  Petersburgh-road. 
The  gardens,  the  Hyde-park  of  Moscow,  are  fre- 
quented by  all  the  fashionables  in  the  town ;  they 
are  fiill  of  trees.  One  part  is  the  place  of  recrea- 
tion of  the  lower  orders,  who  may  be  seen  assem- 
bled round  their  somovars,  quietly  enjoying  them- 
selves and  their  "tchai."  *  This  they  drink,  hold- 
ing a  lump  of  sugar  in  their  fingers,  which  they 
suck  from  time  to  time  instead  of  dissolving  it  in 
the  cup.  There  is  no  "  gaiete  de  cceur  "  or  hila- 
rity about  a  Russian,  and  unless  they  are  tipsy,  or 
otherwise  much  excited,  they  are  a  very  tranquil, 
not  to  say  a  stupid  people.  In  these  gardens  is 
the  summer  theatre,  built  of  wood,  and  not  inele- 
gant, but  at  a  very  inconvenient  distance  from  the 
city.  An  excellent  French  troop  were  performing 
here  during  our  stay ;  and  the  orchestra,  dresses, 
and  scenery  were  as  good  as  those  of  Paris,  Vienna, 
or  London,  but  the  interior  was  nearly  empty,  and 
the  few  persons  who  were  there  neither  applauded 
nor  condemned  the  performance ;  in  Russia  this  is 

•  Tea. 


sion  are  very  high,  but  the 
and  the  theatre  seldom  full, 
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The  Foundling  Hospital — A  regiment  of  picaninnies— The  hoys  at 
dinner— -The  goTeraor*!  suqniae— The  rural  yret  nurses— A  new 
aniTal — The  ledgers — A  permanent  godmother — Adyantage  taken 
of  the  institution — Ladies  masked — Effects  of  the  system — The 
Donskoi  monastery — Metropolitan  of  Archangel — Burial  place  of 
the  nobility — Church  music — The  Sparrow  hills — Villa  of  the  Em- 
press— Khoonsovar — The  Rev.  Mr.  Camidge — Leave  Moscow — The 
Petersburgh  road— Post-houses — Distance  and  time. 

One  morning  was  fully  occupied  in  a  visit  to  the 
Foundling  Hospital,  to  see  which  it  was  necessary 
to  procure  an  order  and  give,  twenty-four  hours' 
notice.  The  establishment  is  on  an  enormous 
scale,  probably  the  largest  in  the  world.  The  ex- 
penses are  defrayed  by  a  tax  of  ten  per  cent,  on 
all  places  of  public  amusement,  and  the  interest 
upon  sums  borrowed  from  the  Lombard  bank 
attached  to  the  hospital,  established  on  the  same 
principle  as  that  of  St.  Petersburgh.  One  of  the 
DemidojBT  family  contributed  largely  to  its  sup* 
port,  and  made  great  additions  to   the  building. 


Several  thousand  children  are  admitted  annually. 
A  great  many  of  them  are  sent  into  the  countrj-  s^=-. 
and  some,  who  though  grown  up  have  not  beei^^r^n 
established  in  the  world,  continue  to  receive  relit^t' "  ^Kf, 
The  upper  part  of  the  building  is  appropmted  Tim      n 
the  infants  and  wet  nurses ;  there  were  nearly  «i^       ^ 
hundred  of  each.  The  latter,  drawn  up  in  a  line  t^^ 
the  footof  their  beds,  had  each  a  young  Muscovite  i__^ 
her  arms.  Tliey  were  all  in  uniform ;  not,  it  is  tni^a^ 
in  shakos  and  trowsers,  but  dark  cotton  gowns  aim^W 
white  aprons,  and  the  peculiar  cap  worn  by  nurseff 
in  Russia,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  describe 
elsewhere.     At  the  head  of  each  bed  was  a  littb 
cot  for  the  child.     Every  thing  was  perfectly  clean, 
and  the  rooms  well  ventilated;  all  bowed  asm 
went  down  the  line,  and  dngular  to  relate,  only 
one  child  cried  during  our  stay !     The  next  auite 
of  rooms  was  occupied  by  children  from  four  to 
seven  years  of  age ;    tlie  elder  ones  were  in  the 
school-rooms.     The  girls  were  all  in  the  countiy 
for  change  of  air  :  they  are  entirely  separated  from 
the  boys.      After  having  visited  a  wildernesa  of 
rooms,  the  ehapel,  kitchen,  and  school-rooms,  we 
proceeded  to  a  long  low  dining  hall,  and  saw  fire 
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hundred  boys  at  their  dinner.  Before  sitting  down, 
they  sung  a  grace  in  very  good  style,  and  the  same 
afterwards :  so  many  young  voices  had  a  very  fine 
effect.  The  diet  was  plain,  but  wholesome,  as  the 
healthy  appearance  of  the  children  attested.  I 
asked  the  governor  if  he  had  not  some  trouble  in 
keeping  so  many  young  urchins  in  order — whether 
they  ever  fought?  He  looked  perfectly  shocked 
at  the  question ;  the  idea  of  such  a  breach  of  mi- 
litary discipline  had  apparently  never  presented 
itself  to  his  mind,  and  he  very  gravely  assured  me, 
"  Never !  and  that  if  unfortunately  any  thing  of  the 
kind  should  take  place,  it  would  be  visited  by  an 
extreme  punishment." 

After  the  children  had  dined  and  dispersed,  we 
were  ushered  into  a  room  where  more  than  three 
hundred  peasants,  each  with  a  child  in  her  arms, 
which  she  had  come  in  from  the  country  to  fetch, 
were  waiting  for  the  order  to  return  to  their  villages. 
These  women  have  five  roubles  a  week  for  suck- 
ling and  taking  care  of  a  child ;  and  it  is  very 
common  for  them  to  take  one  with  one  of  their 
own  still  unweaned.  Ofiicial  persons,  appointed 
by  the  establishment,  go  from  time  to  time  to  look 
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after  the  cliildren.  At  the  period  of  out  visit, 
they  told  us  there  were  about  5000  in  the  vilifies 
in  the  environs. 

Having  seen  tlie  eatablishment  in  all  its  details, 
we  were  shown  into  the  office  where  the  infonls 
are  first  received  |  it  happened  that  one,  the  colour 
of  mahogany,  and  only  twenty-four  hours  old,  was 
lirought  in  while  we  were  looking  at  the  books. 
These  were  kept  in  excellent  order,  and  the  num- 
ber of  clerks  employed  proved  that  there  was  a 
good  deal  of  business  to  be  done.  When  the  woman 
came  in  with  the  youngster,  the  only  question 
asked  was,  "Is  he  baptized?"  He  was  not,  and 
the  chaplain  having  been  called,  the  cliild  nts 
taken  into  the  adjoining  room,  where  tliere  wast 
small  oratory  and  font.  One  of  the  old  nuiseii 
richer  perhaps  in  god-children  than  any  one  elw 
in  the  world,  stood  for  him.  He  was  then  taken 
hack  to  the  officer,  and  his  name  and  number, 
.'{560,  with  the  date  of  his  admission  into  the  es- 
tablishment, were  entered  in  the  books.  A  cor- 
responding ticket  was  tied  round  his  neck,  and  x 
duplicate  given  to  tlie  woman  who  had  hrouglii 
him,  who  lei't  perfectly  unconcerned.    By  the  pre- 
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sentation  of  this  ticket  the  child  might  be  claimed 
at  any  future  time.  He  was  then  carried  into  an- 
other room,  well  washed,  dressed  in  his  little  uni- 
form, and  a  nurse  having  been  fetched  from  the 
upper  story,  his  cries,  which  had  been  unceasing 
ever  since  his  arrival,  quickly  subsided. 

The  boys,  with  very  few  exceptions,  are  brought 
up  to  the  army,  and  unless  two  or  three  hundred 
roubles  are  left  with  them  as  a  deposit,  they  must 
pass  their  days  in  the  ranks ;  if  they  evince  any 
extraordinary  talent,  they  may  avert  that  fate 
without  the  money;  but  this  sum  will  ensure 
them  advancement.  Some  of  the  most  clever 
girls  are  brought  up  as  governesses,  and  occasion- 
ally obtain  high  salaries  in  that  capacity.  A  few 
are  educated  for  the  stage ;  the  greater  part  are 
brought  up  as  servants  of  different  grades;  but 
all,  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  can  return 
to  the  Hospital,  should  they,  from  misfortune, 
fall  into  distress  in  after  life.  Parents  can 
send  their  children  here  for  education,  by  paying 
a  certain  sum  to  the  establishment,  and  there  are 
a  few  legitimate  children,  orphans,  or  of  persons 
in  very  distressed  circumstances,  who  benefit  by 
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it ;  but  the  mass  for  whom  tliis  Hospital  rat 
erected,  and  wliich  are  now  supported  by  it,  are 
foimdlings.  It  is  admirably  conducted,  but  la- 
mentably abused ;  and  the  professed  and  system- 
atic mode  of  receiving  the  children  without  any 
inquiry,  encouragesj  to  a  frightful  extent,  the 
laxity  of  morals  of  the  noble  as  well  as  of  the  serf- 
Those  who  choose  to  pay  for  the  convenience,  cou 
have  rooms  and  attendance  during  their  confine- 
ment! tbey  may  come  in  masked,  if  they  hke, 
and  remain  so,  certain  that  no  allempt  at  ini-esti- 
gation  will  take  place  about  them,  and  when  ihey 
return  to  society,  no  one  is  aware  of  the  escdpidf 
they  have  made.  Cases  of  this  kind  occasionally 
take  place,  and  the  provision  made  for  them  gires 
a  fatal  facility  to  the  indulgence  of  unlimitni 
profligacy.  The  system  pursued  in  this  Hospital, 
and  the  continued  and  rapid  increase  of  its  inmate*, 
unfortunately  leave  not  a  doubt  in  favour  of  tic 
argument  for  the  public  support  of  sucli  an  esU- 
blishment.  Under  the  guise  of  a  charitable  insti- 
tution, it  is  perverted  to  the  worst  of  puipo«cs> 
The  fate  of  illegitimate  children,  and  the  respon- 
sibilities of  their  parents,  have  been,  and  in  all 
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probability  will  remain,  one  of  the  difficult  sub- 
jects for  legislation  in  most  countries.  But  though 
some  laws  regarding  it  are  necessary,  there  can 
be  no  question  that  natural  affection,  even 
common  humanity,  should  inculcate  upon  those 
who  can  possibly  raise  the  means,  the  duty  of 
bringing  them  up  at  their  own  expense.  It  is 
monstrous  to  set  up  to  admiration,  as  one  of  the 
public  charities  of  which  a  country  should  be 
proud,  an  establishment  like  this,  offering,  as  its 
boasted  recommendation,  every  facility  for  severing 
the  tie  between  parent,  nay,  mother  and  child,  the 
effect  of  which  is,  to  keep  up  a  perpetual  canker 
in  the  morals  of  the  people.  From  the  manner, 
and  the  scale  on  which  it  is  conducted,  it  can  be 
looked  upon  as  nothing  better  than  a  premium 
for  vice,  and,  as  such,  is  taken  wholesale  advan- 
tage of  by  those  who  live  within  reach  of  it. 

The  evenings  at  Moscow  are  delightful  after 
the  heat  of  the  day,  and  visits  to  the  Seminoff  and 
Donskoi  monasteries  are  frequently  made  at  that 
time  by  the  inhabitants.  These  establishments 
in  this  country,  were  originally  intended  not  only 
places  of  religious  retirement,  but  as  a  safe 
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retreat  in  the  more  turbulent  times  of  the  eulj 
Tzars ;  that  of  the  Troitzka,  has  sheltered  mem- 
bers of  the  Imperial  family,  and  the  walls  of  the 
DoDskoi,  with  its  numerous  turrets,  would  haw 
bafUcd  its  assailants  before  the  days  when  tiw 
"  villanous  salt-petre"  was  "  digged  out  of  the 
bowels  of  the  harmless  earth."  In  the  room  oro 
the  gateway,  the  Metropolitan  of  Archangel,  an 
acquaintance  of  the  gentleman  who  accompanied 
us,  had  been  confined  many  years,  and  &om  wh*l 
we  heard,  was  likely  to  remain  many  more,  being 
suspected  of  having  a  few  liberal  ideas ;  the  miM 
assigned  against  him  was  an  inclination  to  tippU- 
The  church,  which  is  surrounded  by  the  honsa 
of  the  brotherhood,  is  of  red  brick,  plain,  \.(SSjt 
and  spacious  ;  the  principal  object  of  intetMt  B 
the  burial  ground  of  the  nobility,  the  priwiege  ol 
interment  in  which  can  only  be  purchased  at  as 
immense  price.  The  tombs  were  crowded  tog^ 
ther,  and  though  many  of  them  were  of  rare  mar- 
bles, and  richly  ornamented,  there  was  little  last* 
displayed.  The  only  inscription  not  in  Ross  was 
that  on  the  tomb  of  the  late  Count  Woronwff, 
mqny  years  ambassador    in   this  country.     Thr 
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singing  at  these  monasteries  is  very  impressive^  on 
first  hearing  it ;  but  the  extreme  monotony  soon 
wearies.  The  bass  voices  were  superb,  and  a  kind 
of  arpeggio,  which  they  all  kept  up  in  unison 
while  the  priest  was  officiating,  was  remarkably 
fine,  not  easily  compared  with  any  other  church 
music.  It  had  somewhat  the  effect  of  as  many 
double  basses,  all  executing  the  same  short  ar- 
p^lgio  passage,  and  repeating  it  without  any 
variation  in  the  chord,  time,  or  tone.  Though 
very  fine  men,  like  most  of  their  tribe  they 
looked  like  drones. 

On  leaving  the  Donskoi,  our  kind  friend,  Mr. 

C ,  accompanied  us  to  the  Sparrow  hills,  but 

having  described  the  view  from  the  Kremlin,  I 
shall  merely  say  that  this  nearly  equalled  it,  and 
showed  the  city  with  more  picturesque  effect, 
though  not  in  such  detail.  Winding  along  the 
heights  above  the  river,  we  came  into  the  town 
again  by  the  gate  at  which  the  French  entered. 
The  Empress's  villa,  outside  the  city,  situated 
on  the  banks  of  the  Moskwa,  is  a  delightful  sum- 
mer residence ;  the  hot-houses  were  in  good  order, 
and  contained  some  specimens  of  tropical  plants. 
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The  ivy,  hawtborn,  gueldcr-roae,  hollj,  and  Hac, 
we  found  were  all  greenhouse  plants,  here.  The 
GertuBn  gardener  was  very  civil  and  intelligent. 
The  only  objects  in  the  palace  which  especially 
attracted  our  attention,  for  everything  was  very 
plain,  though  comfortable,  were  the  looking- 
glasses  ill  the  drawing-rooms,  of  very  moderate 
size,  in  two  pieces. 

One  of  the  nsost  pleasant  evenings  during  Dtu 
stay  at  Moscow  was  passed  at  Khoonsovar  wilh 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Camidge,  the  English  clergyman. 
The  banks  of  the  Moskwa  at  this  place  are  veij 
steep,  and  richly  wooded  to  the  water's  edge,  and 
the  scenery,  though  limited  in  extent,  might  have 
been  in  North  Devon  or  Derbyshire.  The  driw 
however  across  the  steppe  was  most  uninterestiiifi 
aud  we  little  expected  to  find  the  house  of  ouf 
amiable  friend  so  beautifully  situated. 

Moscow  has  no  English  consul.  When  any 
thing  unusual  occurs  which  makes  interference 
un  behalf  of  the  English  residents  necessary,  Mr. 
Camidge  exerts  himself  to  the  utmost  in  repre- 
senting and  supporting  their  interests.  Jn  this 
he  is  met  half  way  by  the  governor.  Prince  G., 
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who  is  always  easy  of  access.  The  absence  of  a 
consul  at  Moscow  is  a  blank  in  our  diplomatic  corps 
which  decidedly  ought  to  be  filled  up.  It  is  true 
there  are  only  three  or  four  English  merchants,  but 
the  congregation  at  the  English  church  numbers 
nearly  two  hundred  British  subjects,  principally 
artizans  and  engineers  in  the  factories ;  there  are 
also  a  great  many  tutors,  governesses,  and  lan- 
guage masters.  There  is  very  little  society  here 
during  the  summer:  the  nobility  retire  to  their 
villas  in  the  neighbourhood  and  some  to  their 
estates. 

A  dinner  party  to  which  I  was  invited  by  the 
governor.  Prince  Galitzin,  was  made  very  agreeable 
by  his  "  bonhomie  "  and  polite  attention.  The  siglits 
of  Moscow  "  epuises,"  we  found  ourselves  gallop- 
ing along  the  chauss^e  to  St.  Petersburgh  ;  as  we 
winged  our  flight,  the  trackways,  delays,  and  r«is- 
cally  chinovniks  of  the  south  were  nearly  forgot- 
ten ;  and  happy  was  it  for  us  that  we  flew,  for 
between  the  two  capitals  the  aspect  of  the  country 
may  be  described  as  "  flat,  stale,  and  unprofitable/' 
The  view  terminates  a  very  short  distance  on  each 
side  of  the  road  in  a  forest  of  stunted  firs,  the  in- 
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terval  being  a  morass ;  behind  and  before  ia  OTif 
long  vista  of  cliaussee,  a  deligiilful  contrast  to  the 
ploughed  track  of  the  steppe.  The  only  pleasinj 
objects  which  break  the  monotony  of  this  joumej 
are  the  neat  little  cottages  of  the  auperintendenls 
in  chaige  of  the  invalid  soldiers  employed  in  k- 
pniring  the  road.  These  casernes  are  about  four 
versts  apart ;  the  garden  at  the  back  of  each  w» 
generally  planted  with  potatoes — rather  a  rare  si^t 
in  Russia.  The  repairs  are  conducted  differcntlT 
from  what  they  would  be  in  England,  for  very  little 
of  the  road  is  picked  up  with  the  axe  when  new 
materials  are  laid  on. 

With  the  exception  of  the  forty  miles  between 
Serpuciioff  and  Podolsk,  this  road  b  the  only  oik 
in  Russia  Proper ;  though  excellent,  it  is  not  bet- 
ter than  many  in  Germany,  and  certainly  not  *o 
good  as  the  Holyhead.  ITierc  was  some  diffictil? 
in  constructing  it,  as  in  several  parts  it  was  e■^ 
ried  through  morasses,  and  the  material,  (gnuK 
boulders,)  was  occasionally  brought  from  &  giW* 
distance.  Leaving  the  Pcterskoi  Palace  to  the 
right,  we  arrived  in  a  heavy  storm  of  rain  at 

Himki,  12}  versts. 
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Tichemia  Griaz^  14;  meaning  literally,  black 
mud.     Post-house  good. 

Dourikino,  13^. 

JPodtolnetchnia  Gara,  17^.     Post-house  good. 

Klin,  21.     Small  town.     Post-house  good. 

Zavidova,  33. 

Gorodnia,  23^.  Post-house  good. 

HmmatUf  13  . 

Tver,  15J.  Government  town.  The  Post-house 
here  is  not  so  good  as  in  the  villages. 

Mednoiy  27.     Post-house  good. 

Mironeji,  16^. 

Tor  JOCK,  15  J.  Celebrated  for  articles  made 
in  morocco,  embroidered  in  gold.  They  are  now 
no  curiosities,  and  the  slippers  of  Torjock  may  be 
seen  in  many  of  the  fashionable  shoe-shops  in 
London.     The  Post-house  is  famous  for  cutlets. 

Bondova,  22i. 

Vidropusk,  12  J. 

Kohkolenkoy  13^. 

Vishni  Volotchoky  17.     Town, 

Bachmarif  13|. 

KotilovOy  16. 

Makarovo,  16i. 
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Yedravo,  16i. 

Zivtagoria,  20.  The  fish  from  the  lake  neir 
the  village  were  delicious  and  remarkably  well 
dressed;  to  a  "gourmet"  worth  the  journey  from 
England. 

Yajemtti,  SO. 

Rakino,  153.  fhe  country  from  ZimsgoriaCO 
this  place  is  undulating.  These  undulations  are 
called  the  mountaim  of  Valdai. 

Kretisi,  19.     Small  town,  ^^h 

Motknia,  ISj.  ^^| 

ZaeUova,  15.  ^^| 

BroniUi,  Sai. 

NovoooROD,  251.  Government  Town.  TlieolJ 
Kremlin  and  the  brass  gates  of  the  church  aie 
curious. 

Podberosi,  21  J. 

Spaskoi  Polish,  24*  Post-house  and  "  traitew" 
unusually  good. 

The  children  at  several  of  the  villages  on  this 
day's  journey  offered  ua  quantities  of  wood-9tr»w 
berries  for  sale.  On  tins  road,  the  post-houses  are 
large  and  well  built,  and  the  furniture  suiait  ind 
French  polished.   Looking-glasses,  and  portiuM 
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the  Emperor  and  Empress  figure  in  gold  frames^ 
but  not  a  bed^  sheet,  or  towel  is  ever  to  be  seen ; 
not  even  one  of  the  common  quilts  of  the  country. 
They  are,  however,  palaces  compared  with  those  in 
the  steppe. 

Tschandova,  S3. 

JPomerania,  26. 

Jtiabovay  14i. 

Tosnay  18. 

Ijoray  23i. 

Chetiri  Jtouki,  20^,  or  the  four  roads. 

St.  Petersburgh,  lOj. 

We  accomphshed  this  journey  of  674  versts,  or 
448  English  miles,  including  stoppages,  in  sixty- 
three  hours,  beating  the  Diligence,  which  started 
with  us,  by  ten  hours.  The  posting  on  this  road 
is  eight  and  a  half  copecks  per  verst  per  horse. 
The  charges  were, 

Padaroshna 40  Paper  roubles. 

Three  horses  and  Temstchiks         .     200  „ 

Tolls  for  the  chauss^e    .         .         .15  „ 
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Af^WMch  to  St.  Pelenbuish — The  impflritl  mile^lont*— Ciiil«^ 
liDWl— Mn.  Wil»n'i— Bmuan  tr»ktin— View  from  ibo  1»K 
cliunh — Tb«  Nevtki  ]iru>[icot — Engliih  iDcrrbuiU— Wintu  flit" 
Tbe  vennin  in  il — Antiquili(>i  (ram  Eertch— Collectioo  of  oddi  v' 
endi— Tie  Corpi  dci  Minn — Chureh  id  ihe  citadel— Chniti  of''' 
Smolai  monutny— .UeuDder  Nefiki— Sii  A.  W_Aiii|nMliM>  ^ 
Morijiu')  1i!ga — lti>  dcslli. 

There  is  probably  no  capital  in  the  world  ihf 
approach  to  wUich  is  so  thoroughly  uninteresting 
as  tliat  of  St.  Pelersburgb  from  the  interior.  The 
road  not  far  from  Ijora,  leaves  the  wretched  pinf 
forests,  and  crosses  a  swamp  which  contiiiuet  tf 
to  the  very  gales  of  the  city.  On  either  sideii» 
deep  ditch,  and  the  system  of  draining  appeaieo 
very  extensive  and  complete.  At  Chetiri  Roaiti 
the  granite  mile-stones  gave  us  something  to  talk 
about.  They  were  truly  imperial,  being  at  leut 
eight  feci  in  height,  elegantly  designed  and  liigbly 
finished.      An   avenue  of  trees   of  very  stunK* 
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growth  started  up  with  them;  they  were  sur- 
rounded by  bright  green  railings^  which  looked  as 
if  they  were  intended  to  supply  a  part  of  that  ver- 
dure which  nature  had  denied.  The  triumphal 
arch  at  the  barrier^  like  that  of  Moscow,  is  co- 
loured to  represent  bronze^  and  from  its  size  has 
an  imposing  appearance ;  the  ornaments  are 
handsome  but  chiefly  warlike,  a  few  fasces  being 
mingled  with  the  military  emblems. 

Having  received  a  ticket  in  exchange  for  our 
passports,  we  were  jolted  into  Coulon's  hotel  in 
the  Michailo&ky  Square  over  the  very  worst  pave- 
ment, that  of  Koursk  always  excepted,  that  we 
had  met  with.     Bad  is  the  best  of  Petersburgh 
caravanserais,  and  worse  than  those  of  Asia,  for 
there  the  traveller  expects  no  accommodation  but 
the  water  from  the  fountain  in  the  court,  and  the 
shelter  of  its  four  walls.     In  this  capital,  he  is 
led   to   expect   every   convenience   and   comfort, 
and  finds  none.     The  exterior  of  this  hotel,  con- 
sidered the  best,  is  magnificent,  but  like  most  of 
the  post-houses  in  the  interior,  swarms  with  ver- 
min.   The  "  cuisine  "  was  bad,  and  the  attendance 
worse.     With  all  this,  the  charges  were  equal  to 


those  at  the  Clarendon.  The  wretched  character 
of  Petersburgh  hotels  is,  however,  rescued  fioa 
utter  ruin  by  our  countrywoman  Mrs.  WilscOi 
who  has  a  boarding-house  in  the  Galemoi  OuUtUi 
unfortunately  it  was  full  when  we  arrived,  Tl» 
best  "  lacquey  de  place  "  is  sure  to  be  heard  of  il 
her  house ;  like  the  hotels,  bad  is  the  best,  and  hs 
will  in  all  probability  be  a  regular  rascal,  though 
indispensable.  There  are  numerous  restaurateur 
(traktirs)  in  the  town,  but  the  fare  and  coolii'ig 
are,  generally  speaking,  very  indifierent.  The 
wine  was  bad ;  the  beer  pretty  good,  but  ^■erj' 
much  up  and  sweet.  The  stuff  manufactured  h«rc 
under  the  name  of  porter  is  little  better  than  die 
rincings  of  blacking-bottles.  There  is  only  one 
brewery.  English  porter  is  from  thirty  shilling* 
to  two  guineas  a  doaen. 

St.  Petersburgh,  from  the  regularity  and  unusu- 
ally largo  scale  of  its  streets  and  squares,  ihf 
splfudid  barracks,  and  quays,  churches,  paliicw- 
and  public  ofEces,  must  be  allowed  to  be  a  ciij 
of  extreme  magnificence,  though  Moscow  &r  ex- 
ceeds it  in  picturesque  beauty.  The  low  «"! 
swampy  level  that  it    stands  on   certainly  p^<'* 
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ample  room  to  lay  out  a  city  of  any  extent,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  give  it  an  interest.  From  the 
top  of  the  Isaac  church  the  traveller  will  see,  at 
one  *'  coup-d'oeil,"  not  only  the  remote  comers 
of  the  suburbs,  but  the  country  for  many  miles, 
till  the  horizon  is  closed  by  the  rocky  shores  of 
Finland  on  the  one  side,  and  loses  itself  in  marsh 
and  low  forests  on  the  other.  The  course  of  the 
Neva,  with  Peterhoff,  Sarsko-Selo,  and  a  few 
other  villages,  breaking  the  middle  distance ;  and 
Cronstadt,  with  its  fleet  and  fortifications,  that 
of  the  gulf.  The  Admiralty  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  of  the  public  buildings  ;  but  the  fa9ades, 
both  towards  the  river,  and  in  the  square,  are 
very  ugly,  and  the  little  windows  in  the  latter 
great  disfigurements;  the  spire  is  gilt,  and  out 
of  character  with  the  design,  which  is  intended  to 
be  Grecian. 

Though  magnificent,  St.  Petersburgh  is  far  from 
pleasing,  there  is  an  everlasting  sameness  about 
it ;  and  the  houses  are  so  whitewashed,  that  it  all 
looks  unpleasantly  new.  No  one  is  allowed  to 
wash  or  colour  the  front  of  his  house  as  he  pleases ; 
the  Government  saves  him  the  trouble  of  deciding 


upon  the  particular  shade,  or  any  aiudety  as  to 
the  period  at  which  it  shall  be  done.  The  Nevski 
Prospect,  the  Regent-street  of  the  place,  is  orna- 
mented with  a  row  of  trees  on  each  side;  but 
here,  again,  Nature  appears  to  take  a  pleasure  in 
defeating  the  Ukase  which  placed  them  there  to 
embellish  the  street,  for  they  are  not  much  taller 
than  a  front  rank  man  in  the  Preobrajensky  regi- 
ment of  the  guards,  and  afford  no  shade  to  the 
promenaders.  The  shops  in  this  street  are  nume- 
rous, and  well  stocked  with  every  article  of  iashion 
and  luxury,  at  extremely  high  prices :  most  of  the 
tradesmen  are  foreigners.  The  trottoirs  in  the 
Nevski  are  handsome,  and  the  carriage  pavenicnl 
is  divided  into  three  portions,  stone  in  the  centre, 
and  one  of  wood  on  each  side  ;  the  latter  is  by  no 
means  good  or  smooth,  unless  when  quite  new : 
the  fir  timber  employed  in  its  construction  '» 
never  seasoned,  and  the  hard  frosts  injure  it  vcrj' 
much ;  it  is  us  bad  as  the  stones  for  jolting,  thougb 
not  for  noise.  There  is  much  to  see  in  this  tovn>, 
and  in  the  environs,  but  I  do  not  intend  to  enter 
into  a  detailed  description  of  it ;  those  who  re- 
quire information  on  the  subject,  will  do  well  l« 
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consult  Mr.  Murray's  hand-book.     At  the  time 
of  year  at  which  we  were  there,  (July),  there  is 
never  any  society ;  the  Court  are  at  Peterhoff  or 
Sarsko.    The  troops,  who  form  a  large  part  of 
the  population,  and  who   contribute,  in  a  great 
degree^  to  embellish  the  city,  were  in  camp,  and 
the  scanty  number  of  inhabitants,  scattered  over 
such  a  vast  extent  of  streets,  gave  it  a  most  de- 
serted appearance.     But  the  capital  can  never  be 
dull   to  an  [Englishman,  if  he   has   a  letter  of 
introduction  to  any  of  the  merchants  of  the  fac- 
tory ; — their  hospitality  is  unbounded.     They  are 
of  the  first  class    in  character,  intelligence,  and 
stability;  and  though  resident  there  for  genera- 
tions past,  are  honourably  and  jealously  national 
in  their  habits  and  feeHngs,  and  bring  up  their 
lamilies  in  the  same  spirit.     They  are  a  fine  con- 
trast to  the  EngHsh,  so  often  found  in  other  parts 
of  the  Continent,  who  think,  and,  unluckily  act 
tipon  the  opinion,  that  there  is  no  harm  in  doing 
abroad  what  they  would  be  thoroughly  ashamed 
of  at  home ;  thereby  very  discreditably  lowering 
our  national  character. 

We  were  much  disappointed  in  not  being  able 
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to  see  the  Winter  Palace,  but  the  Emperor's 
orders  had  been  too  strict  to  allow  of  evasion  in  uij 
way ;  it  was  now  under  repair  for  the  second 
time  since  the  fire.  It  was  rebuilt  in  great  JiasK 
after  that  occurrence,  in  compliance  with  tbc 
Imperial  orders,  and  many  of  the  workmen's  iivM 
were  sacrificed,  in  consequence  of  the  new  work 
being  dried  by  stoves  while  they  continued  the 
finishing.  They  worked  night  and  day,  and  manj' 
of  them  slept  on  the  floor  in  the  unfinished  roonu, 
ao  that  the  walls  and  parquets  became  infested 
with  vermin,  which,  we  were  told,  was  the  prindpti 
cause  why  so  much  required  to  be  done  over  agwn. 
The  collection  of  Rcnibrandta  at  the  Hermitage, 
is  an  extremely  fine  one,  and  many  morning* 
might  be  spent  amongst  tliem.  The  Museum  of 
gold  ornaments  and  ti'inkcts,  brought  from  Eertcli, 
is  in  the  same  suite  of  rooms,  and  worthy  of  tlw 
greatest  attention.  Many  of  these  antiqnes  an 
more  elegant  in  design  a.nd  elaborate  in  execntioB 
than  those  I  saw  in  the  Crimen.  Two  of  ll* 
most  remarkable  are  a  gold  shield  and  mask,  tk 
latter  the  size  of  life,  extended  over  a  part  of  tlK 
throat,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  laid  t^OB 
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the  face  of  the  person  in  whose  tumulus  it  was 
found.  There  were,  also,  at  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy, several  Greek  vases  tliat  had  been  brought 
from  Kerlcb,  very  peculiar,  both  in  form  and 
execution ;  the  figures  on  them  were  in  relief,  and 
omnmented  with  gilding.  Here  is  also  a  self- 
acting  instrument,  externally  like  an  organ,  but 
'piving,  with  great  power  and  sweetness,  the  effect 

a  large  band.  One  of  the  rooms  adjoining  the 
gallery  contains  a  collection  of  jewelry,  and  odds 
and  ends  of  great  value,  a  vast  proportion  of  which 
had  been  presented  by  different  crowned  heads 
to  the  emperors  and  empresses  of  Russia.  One 
object  that  particularly  attracted  my  attention 
amongst  the  glittering  crowd  in  these  glass  cases, 
was  the  simple  and  unostentatious  dressing-case 
used  by  the  late  Emperor. 

Almost  all  the  public  establishments  of  schools, 
avil  and  military,  and  the  other  establishments, 
to  be  seen  by  application  for  tickets  to  the 

■per  authorities.  The  collection  of  the  models 
and  minerals  at  the  Corps- dea-Mines,  are  remark- 
able and  highly  interesting ;  to  be  seen  properly, 
•sd  to  advantage,  this  establishment  ought  to  be 


visited  several  times,  and  with  some  person  io 
authority.  Without  this  passport,  the  most  curi- 
ous specimens  will  uot  be  shown  to  the  travellei- 
The  cellars  are  fitted  up  as  mines,  and  tisitots 
descend  with  wax  lights;  the  exhibition  ioias 
an  excellent  excuse  for  perquisites,  but  it  i» 
quite  absurd  to  compare  it  with  the  reality,  it  is 
a  mere  toy,  and  the  damp  and  chilliness  of  ih 
place  would  fuUy  justify  any  one  in  adopting  tht 
advice  given  by  Sheridan  to  his  son  when  he  pro- 
posed to  descend  into  a  coal-pit. 

The  churches  exhibit  the  same  richness  of 
decoration,  the  same  want  of  taste,  the  ta^t 
evidences  of  superstition,  as  those  at  Moscow- 
That  in  the  citadel,  where  Peter  the  Great  and 
his  successors  are  buried,  has  a  good  deal  ibe 
appearance  of  an  arsenal;  tliere  are  1,600  stand- 
ards in  it,  Persian,  Greek,  and  Turkish,  andse^en 
French  eagles.  There  were  also  one  hundred  and 
fifty  keys  of  fortified  tovms;  those  of  Zuoosk, 
and  another  Polish  town,  were  laid  on  the  tomb 
of  Constantine.  We  had  seen  the  former  undei 
the  portrait  of  Alexander  at  the  Kremlin. 

The  pillars  of  Finland  granite  in  the  Church  of 
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Kazan  are  very  £ne  ;  here  also  are  many  warlike 
trophies,  seventeen  French  eagles,  and   twenty- 
eight  pair  of  keys,  including  those  of  Dresden, 
Hamburg,  and  Lubeck,  and  Davoust's  baton-de- 
marechal;    The  Church  of  the  Smolna  Monastery 
18  an  exception  to  the  siircharged  style  of  every 
other  that  1  saw ;  there  is  only  one  painting,  and 
that  over  the  altar;  the  glass  balustrades  roimd  it 
have  a  beautiful  effect.     The  interior  of  this  ele- 
gant building  is  entirely  white ;  the  architecture 
is  extremely  simple,  excepting  in  the  capitals  of 
the   columns,  which  are   far  too  rich  to  be  in 
keeping  with  the  rest.     The  chaste  and  simple 
s^le  of  this  church  is  said  to  have  been  adopted 
by  order  of  the  Emperor  in  order  to  wean  the 
people  from  their  gross  superstitions.     The  archi- 
tecture of  the  lower  empire  was  introduced  with 
the  Greek  religion,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
three  or  four  churches  in  Petersburgh,  they  are 
all  built  in  this  barbarous  style. 

At  the  silver  shrine  of  the  saint  in  the  church 
of  Alexander  Nefski,  devotees  were  to  be  seen  by 
scores,  many  of  them  of  fashionable  appearance, 
and   accompanied  by   their  children,   who   were 
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lifted  up  by  the  nurses  to  kiss  the  figure.  We 
also  paid  a  visit  to  the  imperial  factories  of  Alex- 
andrefsky,  the  tapestry  manufactory,  and  others, 
including  the  palaces  in  the  environs,  the  camp,  &c. 
While  smoking  a  cigar  one  evening  on  a  friend's 
balcony,  which  faced  the  Neva,  occasionally  look- 
ing out  upon  the  river,  and  the  magnlficeut,  but 
silent  and  deserted  quays,  a  carriage  with  four 
horses,  "a  la  Ruase,"  came  thundering  over  the 
bridge  of  the  canal,  and  drove  up  to  the  door. 
"  Who  is  this  ?  "  said  I,  "  he  comes  rather  late  to 
call,"  "  A  person  who  will  amuse  you  amaz- 
ingly," said  Mr.  C. ;  "it  is  Sir  A.  W.,  the  chief 
of  the  Army  Medical  staff,  and  a  most  kind- 
hearted  man,"  As  he  spoke,  the  old  Scotchman 
was  announced ;  his  manner  was  rough  but  cordial, 
and  tlie  introduction  over,  we  resumed  our  seats 
and  cigars,  without  losing  much  time  in  com- 
pliments. The  conversation  soon  became  animated 
and  highly  interesting,  and  recollecting  that  the 
doctor  had  attended  Moreau  when  he  received  his 
wounds  at  Dresden,  I  asked  him  whether  it  was 
true,  that  the  General,  when  informed  that  the 
second  leg  must  be  taken  off,  liad  merely  turned 
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round  to  his  aide-de-camp  and  said,  ''£h  bien, 
une  autre  cigarre?"  "  Certainly  not,"  said  Sir  A. ; 
**  I  will  tell  you  what  really  happened  :  when  the 
shot  took  effect,  Moreau  was  standing  near  the 
Emperor  of  Russia,  who  immediately  went  to  his 
assistance,  and  he  was  taken  into  a  house  a  little 
in  rear  of  the  position.  This  building  was  of 
two  stories,  but  the  lower  one,  from  the  undu- 
lations of  the  ground  in  front,  was  covered  from 
the  fire  of  the  French  artillery,  while  the  upper, 
being  exposed,  was  frequently  struck  by  round 
ahot  while  I  operated. 

**  On  looking  at  the  injuries,  I  saw  immediately 
that  amputation  of  both  legs  was  absolutely  ne- 
cessary ;  but  I  spoke  only  of  one,  and  the  usual 
arrangements  having  been  made,  the  liii>b  was 
removed,  the  General  undergoing  the  operation 
with  great  firmness.  I  then,  again,  examined  the 
other  leg,  and  after  a  short  delay,  informed  him 
that  in  was  my  painful  duty  to  state  that  he  must 
lose  that  also.  He  appeared,  as  well  he  might, 
poor  fellow,  wholly  unprepared  for  this,  and 
observed  with  some  agitation,  ^Ah,  mon  cher 
docteur !  pourquoi  ne  m*aviez  vous  pas  dit  cela 


plutut  ?  Mon  Dieu !  je  sem  un  monstre,  oui,  on 
tnonstre.'  He  then  continued,  with  some  warmth, 
'  Aht  ce  Buonaparte  il  est  toujours  heureux,  U 
u  toujours  du  boiiheur !'  Seeing  that  he  was 
getting  excited,  I  reasoned  with  him,  and  saidt 
'  Mon  general,  vous  ^tes  un  galant  homme.  soyei 
raisonable.'  He  turned  round  immediately,  aig- 
niiied  liis  wisii  that  I  should  proceed,  and  km 
the  second  amputation  with  a  patience,  resigM- 
tion,  and  fortitude,  truly  wonderful ;  not  a  si^ 
escaped  him ;  but  there  was  no  smoking.  When 
the  army  retired,  a  hundred  Cossacks  were  ordo* 
to  attend  him ;  these  fellows  carried  liim  ni  * 
htter  supported  by  their  pikes,  and  so  anxioa 
was  he  not  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  Napoletfti 
tliat  although  it  was  a.  wretched  night,  he  refined 
to  be  left  with  his  surgeon  at  any  of  the  rilligS 
through  which  we  passed. 

"  I  saw  him  on  the  following  morning,  and  is 
spite  of  all  this  exertion,  he  was  doing  Tery  wiD' 
But  in  the  course  of  that  evening,  or  the  next  dl^i 

Prince  M and  the  Duke  of  •    •    •  psMtl 

through  the  camp  on  their  way  to  Vieiuu,  n^ 
most  unfortunately,  paid  him  a  visit.     They  bott 
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drew  him  into  a  conversation,  which  eventually 
turned  on  the  state  of  Europe,  and  the  position 
of  the  armies,  and  the  excitement  it  produced 
brought   on    fever,   which    ended   in  his   death. 

Ah !  my  dear  Sir,"  concluded  Sir  A ,  ^'  Mo- 

reau  was  a  great  man;  and  the  Emperor  was 
much  affected  at  his  death."  He  then  gave  us  a 
graphic,  though  horrible,  description  of  the  hos- 
pital scenes  after  the  battle  of  Borodino. 

This  was  one  of  the  most  agreeable  evenings  I 

passed  at  St.  Petersburgh,  and  I  was  indeed  sorry 

when  the  gallant  old  doctor  took  his  departure. 
The  succeeding  chapters  are  dedicated  to  a  few 

details  connected  with  the  origin  and  present  state 

of  the  Russian  army. 


u  fint  inlnidnn-d — Peint  ibr  Gmt't 
Poniso  sffinn— Strmgih  ofiheim;  inoidiDg  Id  Bdbi.  Sni  f' 
KnuBcrmui — Muibtl  Mumml'i  Mwuitl — Hu  *- tnoriiciBnl '-* 
Actual  iDHigth— CcHEuki.  ^^^M 

Previously  to  the  time  of  Ivan  IV.,  who  fl^^J 
to  reign  in  1533,  there  were  no  regular  troopefi 
Russia;  the  ancient  fe\idal  system  of  the  rest  of 
Europe  still  prevailed  in  that  country.  Up  U 
his  day,  ihe  Vaivodes,  or  principal  nobility,  scrred 
as  generals,  and  tfae  less  wealthy  of  that  class  per- 
formed the  duties  of  the  subordinate  officcn. 
They  were  followed  to  the  field  by  their  depend- 
ents, armed  with  every  variety  of  weapon,  wretch- 
edly clothed,  and  wholly  undisciplined.  Taktn 
without  any  regard  to  their  previous  occupationt 
they  presented  a  strange  medley ;  and  as  soon  U 
the  exigency  fur  which  they  had  been  assenbl 
was  over,  they  dispersed,  and  returned  to  4 


^^^^^^^"  THE  STRELITZES.  Jgl 

"Otnes.     la  times  of  great  emergency,  the  church 
^Contributed  both  horses  and  men.     Despairing  of 
^"^er  effectually  reducing  the  power  of  the  Tartars 
*^th  soldiers  like  these,  Ivan  turned  his  attention 
*-*^  their  improvement;  and  in  15^1^,  established  the 
**iilitia  of  the  Strelitzes,  the  first  body  of  regular 
*-^oops  raised  in  Russia.  These  men  always  served 
"^n  foot,  and  were  originally,  as  their  name  im- 
ports, mere  archers  ;  "  Strelitzy"  being  the  plural 
^f  "Strelai,"  an  arrow.     Ivan  subsequently  gave 
l^iem  firelocks,  and  made  them  subject  to  military 
^scipline.     These  troops,  from  20,000  to  24,000 
lb  number,  formed  the  body  guard  of  the  Tzars; 
they  enjoyed  a  multiplicity  of  privileges  and  im- 
xnnnities,   and   from   the   latitude    thus   allowed 
them,  acquired  an  influence  similar  to  that  of  the 
freetorian  bands,  under  tlie  Roman  Emperors,  or 
to  the  Janizaries  of  later  days.     The  suburb  at 
Moscow,  in  which  they  were  usually  quartered, 
is    still    called    the    "  Strelitzkaia  alaboda," — the 
quarter  of  the  Strelitzes.     Ivan  received  foreign 
ofiBcers  into  his  army,  for  he  had  the  good  sense 
to  see  that  his  own  countrymen  were  incapable  of 
giving  instruction  in  the  art  of  discipline,  or  of 
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coDducting  any  manceuTTGS  in  the  field ;  he  t 
materially  improved  the  fortifications,  nhidi  1 
hitherto  been  of  the  rudest  kind :  amongst  tlie 
Tartars,  they  had  even  been  constructed  of  ice. 
during  the  vrinter.  Dragoons  were  firet  inOo- 
duced  into  the  Russian  army  by  the  Tzar  Michael 
Romanofi',  in  1613.  Various  improvements  con- 
tinued to  be  made  up  to  the  time  of  Petei  the 
Great,  who,  jealous  of  the  power  of  the  SUfr 
litzes,  and  knowing  that  tliey  were  conspiring 
against  bis  life,  massacred  them  after  s  revolt,  is 
1698,  erased  the  name  of  the  corps  from  the  lin 
of  military  establishments,  and,  with  the  asaUtucc 
of  Le  Fort,  Cbein,  Gordon,  a  Scotch  advcntiaT, 
and  other  foreigners,  put  his  troops  on  the  same 
fooling  with  those  of  the  other  nations  of  Europ*- 
The  Preobrajensky  regiment,  still  existing,  •" 
formed  by  Peter,  and  was  the  nucleus  round  whid" 
the  present  corps  of  Guards  was  established. 

It  was  some  time  before  these  new  levies  couIb 
compete  with  the  soldiers  of  other  EuropeU 
armies,  and  the  defeat  of  Peter,  St  Narva,  whM*i 
w-ith  1 00,000  men,  he  was  beaten  by  the  mad  Svtit, 
with  SOOO  and  a  snow  storm,  showed  1 
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had  yet  been  effected.  The  unlimited  resources, 
and  unwearied  perseverance  of  Peter,  however,  at 
length  prevailed,  and  placed  a  powerful  and  well- 
diflciplined  army  at  his  command.  His  plans  have 
been  studiously  followed  and  acted  up  to  by  his 
successors,  and  the  military  department  of  the 
government  has  always  been  the  chief  object  of 
their  care;  an  anxiety  which  has  by  no  means 
diminished  under  the  present  Emperor.  Lord 
Londonderry  has  observed  that  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible to  obtain  a  correct  statement  of  the  strength 
of  the  Russian  army ;  and  the  striking  differences 
that  exist  in  the  respective  accounts  of  those 
authors  who  have  touched  upon  the  subject,  com- 
pletely prove  the  justice  of  that  nobleman's  re- 
mark. Balbi,  one  of  the  most  indefatigable  of 
statistical  inquirers,  fixes  it  at  710,000,  but  does 
not  state  whether  the  Cossacks  are  included  in 
this  calculation. 

The  army — "men,  wives,  and  children^' — are 
happily  described  by  Monsieur  Ziablo&ky,  the 
Russian  authority,  as  being  1,200,000  strong. 

The  "  Atlas  Universel"  of  Brue,  published  in 
Paris  in  1838,  makes  it  consist  of  870,000  men. 

Q  2 


ZIMMERMAN'S  ACCOUNT, 


According  to  Zimmennan,  the  army,  includiBS 
the  artJUery,  but  without  Cossacks,  or  infantrj 
reserve,  amounts  to  594,000  meu.  His  statetnest 
is  the  most  confused  of  any,  though  given  with  a 
great  deal  of  pretension;  and  his  calculalionii 
when  compared  with  those  of  Marmont,  are  strit- 
in^ly  dissimilar :  there  is  a  difference,  for  instance, 
of  37,440  men  in  the  army  "en  acti^te,"  of  5,130 
men  in  the  corps  of  guards  and  grenadiers,  6000 
in  the  special  corps,  and  an  arithmetical  error  in  Oi<: 
addition  of  his  own  figures,  amounting  to  6000. 


The    active   army,   according    to    this 

writer,  is  composed  of  .         .  360,000 

The  corps  of  Guards  and  Grenadiers     .  1 14,000 

The  cavalry  of  the  reserve             .         .  30,000 

The  two  independent  corps  d'armees  of 

the  Caucasus  and  Siberia       .         .  90^000 
594,000 

If  to  these  numbers  are  added  the  in- 
fantry of  reserve   ....  72,000 

Sixty  battalions  of  sappers,  doing  duty 

in  the  fortresses    ....  60,000 

Cossacks im,6W 
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Men 
The  army  would,  by  Zimmerman's  cal- 
culations, amount  to      .         •         .    84S,800 

The  numerical  strength  of  the  military  forces 
t>f  Russia  amounts,  according  to  Marshal  Mar- 
mont,  to  695,400  men.  He  divides  the  whole 
nq^ar  army  into  corps  d'armees,  divisions,  bri- 
gades, regiments,  battalions  or  squadrons,  making 
a  regiment  of  infantry  to  consist  of  seven  bat- 
talions, four  of  which,  of  1,000  men  each,  belong 
to  the  active  army ;  two,  of  500  each,  in  time  of 
peace,  to  the  reserve,  and  one  recruiting. 

These  four  battalions  form  a  regiment  of 
infantry  in  the  active  army,  which  is, 
therefore  of.         .         .•       .         .         .    4,000 

A  regiment  of  infantry  of  the  reserve  is 
made  up  from  six  battalions  of  five  hun- 
dred men  each 3,000 

A  regiment  of  infantry  of  the  guards  or 
grenadiers,  is  composed  of  three  battalions 
of  1,000  men  each         ....    3,000 

A  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  active  army, 
is  composed  of  eight  squadrons  of  180 
men  each 1,440 
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^M  A  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  army  of  re- 

H  serve,  is  composed  of  eight  Bquadrons  of 

I  ISO  men  each I,^ 

V  A  regiment  of  cavaliy   of   the   impenal 

guard,  is  composed  of  seven  aquadnins 

of  180  men  each 1,260 

A  regiment  of  cavalry  of  the  corps  of 
grenadiers,  is  composed  of  eight  squad- 
rons of  180  men  each     ....    1,W 

The  corps  for  special  service  are  also  calculate^ 
at  1,000  men  to  the  battahon.  Estimating,  then- 
fore,  the  whole  army  hy  these  numbers,  the  Mu* 
shal  arrives  at  the  following  results : — 


Infantry  of  the  army  "  en  actlvite" 
„     of  reserve  .... 

„     imperial  guard      .... 

One  battalion  of  sappers,  1  of  marines, 
1  of  chasseurs,  1  of  invalids    . 

Infantry  of  the  corps  of  grenadiers 
„     of  the  reserve  do. 
„     of  the  special  corps  of  the  Cauca- 
sus, Orenberg,  Siberia,  and  Finland    . 


72,000 
36,000 


4,000 


96,000 


99 


99 
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Men 
Sixty  battalions  of  sappers  doing  duty  in 

the  fortresses         ....         60,000 

604,000 

Cavalry  of  the  active  army    ,  .        .     84,560 

„     of  the  army  of  reserve       .  .         34,560 

of  the  imperial  guard   .  •         .      15,120 

of  the  corps  of  grenadiers  .  .           5,760 

One  regiment  of  cavalry  attached  to  the 
special  corps  of  the  Caucasus     •        .        1,440 

91,440 

Batteries  of  Batteries  of 

horse  artillery        foot  artillery 

Active  army     •         .        .  12  .        .        90 

Army  of  reserve  .        .  .12.  .        •    — 

Imperial  guard         •         .  4  •         •         12 

Corps  of  grenadiers      •  .2.  •         .15 

Special  corps  ...  —  .         .        32 

One  division  of  horse  artillery 

of  reserve        .         .         .9.        .        .    — 

Ditto  of  the  Don,  Black  Sea, 

Orenberg,  and  Siberia      .     10      •        •        — 
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Amount  of  the  regular  aimy  .     695,400 

Cossacks ....  116,800 

81S,»)0 

Total,  men,  812,300 ;  horse  artillery,  45  h^ 
teries ;  foot  do,  149  do. 

But  though  the  Marshal's  "encadrement"  is 
the  most  authentic  and  correct  that  has  been 
published,  his  numbers  are  far  from  being  so.  A 
battalion  of  the  army  "  en  activite,"  said  to  Be  of 
1,000  men,  seldom  averages  more  than  irom  700 
to  750,  the  remaining  S50  consist  of  recruits  not 
joined,  sometimes  not  even  levied,  and  dead 
men ;  the  returns  of  the  latter  are  firequentlf 
delayed  for  months,  the  colonel  in  the  mean  vliile, 
by  continuing  them  on  the  strength,  receives  their 
rations,  clothing,  &c.  In  the  same  tnanner,  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  of  the  same  army,  calculated 
at  ISO  men,  is,  in  reality,  considered  strong  if  it 
can  number  120  men  and  horses,  the  remainder 
are  either  recruits,  at  their  depot,  several  hundred 
miles  off,  or  others  not  levied,  dead,  or  the  horses 
not  heing  kept  up,   (a  common   practice,)  dis- 
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mounted.  This  is  an  additional  perquisite  for 
the  colonel,  as  he  pockets  the  forage  money.  The 
battalions  of  the  guards  and  grenadiers  have  sel- 
dom more  than  800  men,  and  the  squadrons  160. 
The  battalions  of  reserve  350  instead  of  500,  and 
the  squadron  100.  The  corps  for  special  service 
are  non-effective  in  the  same  proportion  as  those 
in  activity — their  casualties  are  very  great  from 
sickness,  bad  provisions,  and  quarters. 

When  the  amount  of  the  whole  army,  is  calcu- 
lated upon  battalions  and  squadrons  thus  reduced 
in  strength,  it  will  be  found  considerably  lower 
than  has  generally  been  represented,  and  much 
nearer  the  truth. 


Men 

The  army  "  en  activite  "  is  composed  of 
six  corps  d*armees,   the  infantry  of 

which  amounts  therefore  to        •         .  SI 6,000 

Each  corps  having     ....  36,000 

In  3  divisions,  each        ....  12,000 

,9  2  brigades     „       •         .         .         .  6,000 

„  2  regiments  „           .         .         .         .  3,000 

„  4  battalions  „      .        .        .        .  750 

Q  3 


„  2  regiments  „ 
„  8  squadrons  „  . 

The  infantry  of  the  arm^  H 
sista  of  144  battalions' 
each,  (but  two  are  throm 

In  3  divisions,  each     . 

„  Z  brigades     „ 

„  2  regimeots  „ 

„  6  battalions  „  .   ■ 

The  cavalry  of  thia  army  a 
In  3  corps,        each 
„  2  divisions     „       . 
„  2  brigades     „  . 
,)  2  regiments  „ 
■I  8  squadrons  „  .         . 


OV  THB  A&MY.  131 

Men 

III  3  divisions^  each    .         .        •        •  9,600 

f,  2  brigades      „           ....  4,800 

n  2  regiments  ,,....  2,400 

I,  S  battalions  „           ....  800 

The  cavabry  amounts  to      .        .        .  13,440 

In  3  divisions,  each        ....  4,480 

„  2  brigades      „      .        .        .         .  2,240 

„  2  regiments    „          ....  1,120 

„  7  squadrons   „      .         .         •        .  160 

1  battalion  of  sappers,  1  marines,  1  chas- 
seurs, and  1  of  invalids        .         .         .  3,200 

The  corps  of  grenadiers  consists  of  four  divi- 
sions, three  of  infantry,  and  one  of  light  ca- 
valry : — 

The  infantry  amounts  to         .        .         .  28,800 

In  3  divisions,  each    .         .                  .  9,600 

„  2  brigades      „           ....  4,800 

„  2  regiments    ,,....  2,400 

„  3  battalions    „          .        :        .         .  800 

The  eavalry  amounts  to      .        •        .  5,120 

In  2  brigades,  each        ....  2,560 

„  2  regiments   „      .         ...  1,280 


In  S  brigades,  each 
ji  2  regiments  „ 
11  3  battalions    „ 

The  corps  for  special  aerW 

The  corps  of  tha 
In  3  divisions  of  infantiy 

>•  >i  eacl 

t,  2  brigades  ^^ 

„  S  regiments 
„  *  battalions 

One  regiment  of  cavaby  ia  i 
this  force   . 

The  corps  qf  Qi 
In  1  division  of  infantry 

The  corpt  of  I 
In  1  .!;«:=;«„  ^t  :_<■__..__ 
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Men 
Sixty  battalions  of  sappers,  doing  duty  in 

the  fortresses 42,000 

Summary. — Army  "  en  activite" 

Infantry 216,000 

Cavalry 23,040 

Army  of  reserve. 

Infantry 50,400 

Cavalry 19,200 

Imperial  Guard, 

Infantry 28,800 

Cavalry 13,440 

One  battalion  of  sappers,  marines,  chas- 
seurs and  invalids        ....  3,200 

Corps  of  Grenadiers. 

Infantry        ......  28,800 

Cavaby 5,120 

In£smtry  reserve  of  this  corps          .         .  9,600 

Special  Corps. 

Infantry 72,000 

Cavaby 960 

Sappers.  « 

Sixty  battalions 4^,000 

Total   .        .  512,560 


^^n~BE^^^^^^H 

^^^^^L       ^^^H^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^l 

^^^^^^^^■^■^^H^^^^^l^^^^^^l^^^^^^^^^l 

134 

..„.„„.   m 

Marmont  estimates  the  number  of  Cossackl^^^H 

foUows:-                                                               ^1 

Men 

56  Rf^giments  of  the  Don       .         .         .     44,800 

HI 

„    Black  Sea          .         16,80(1 

12 

„    Caucaam        .         .       9,600 

S 

„    Danube     .        .          I.60O 

1 

„    AzofF    .        .        .         80O 

3 

„    Aslrafcan    .        .           8,400 

3 

„    Bashkirs        .        .      2,400 

2 

„    Navropol     .         .           1,600 

12 

„    Oural     .         .         .       9,600 

go 

„    Orenbeig    .         .         16,000 

12 

„    Siberia  .         .         ,       9,600 

2 

„    Little  Russia      .           I,ti00 

116,800 

including   Cossacks,  the    numbers  of           ^^^H 

whicli  have  not  been  reduced,  amounts 

to 629,360 

Accordingto  M:armont,includiQgCossacks  812,000 

Giving  a  difference  of         .       182.640 

The  Cossacks  are   relieved  every  four  jeaz^^J 

C088ACK8. 
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and  the  men  after  the  age  of  thirty-five  remain 
at  home,  and  constitute  the  reserve.  These  troops 
are  principally  employed  on  the  frontiers  and  sea- 
coast,  where  they  form  the  sanitary  and  custom- 
house "  cordons  ;**  they  do,  also,  a  great  deal  of 
escort  duty.  The  privileges  of  the  Cossacks  have 
been  greatly  diminished  of  late  years,  and  their 
independence  at  the  present  time  is  almost  a  mat- 
ter of  history. 


CHAPTER  XI. 


Strength  of  of6»n— Low  nlo  of  pay — Sfitem  of  peciJ«tJoa— The 
"F«t  uiit  tbo  Ii«d" — N'liTiJ  omployta — Riiilog  the  wind — Janior 
officer! — Coanlij  qanrtera —  Dutiei  in  buriwki — No  pemioiu — A 
•olilisr't  grntitude— Offican  dcgnded  to  cbe  nnki — Rilioiu — A  kI- 

OHDp — The  DnuaentiJ  tection — A  ttriklng  eluneler. 

The  numerical  strength  of  officers  is  Bmall  in  pro- 
portion to  the  men.  Their  numbers  were  much  re- 
duced by  the  Ukase  of  1835,  whea  the  army  waa 
remodelled  throughout,  and  a  retrenchment  effected 
of  four  millions  of  roubles.  They  are  wretchedly 
paid,  even  those  in  the  command  of  divisions  ;  the 
pay  of  a  general  officer  thus  employed  is  scarcely 
equal  to  a  major's  in  our  service,  and  those  who 
have  a  private  fortune  are  not  expected  to  draw  their 
half  pay  when  they  retire.  A  surgeon  only  receives 
about  £30  a-year.  This  state  of  things  induces 
a  regular  system  of  pilfering,  and  to  make  money 
all   kinds  of  underhand   means  are  resorted   to, 
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under    the  denomination  of    perquisites.     The 
extent  to  which  this  system  is  carried  naturally 
depends  on  the  circumstances  and  dispositions  of 
the  officers,  as  some  may  be  more  or  less  rich  or 
necessitous  than  others.     With  the  exception  of 
the  arms  and  accoutrements,  every  thing  is  fur- 
nished by  the  colonel  of  the  regiment,  who  draws 
an  allowance  from  government  of  so  much  for  each 
man.  In  this  manner  he  has  an  opportimity  of  real- 
izing considerable  sums ;  as  much  as  40,000  roubles 
<ure  sometimes  made  in  one  year.     In  the  cavalry, 
if  forage  is  cheap  in  the  district  in  which  the  regi- 
ment is  quartered,  the  colonel  takes  the  allowance 
in  money ;  if  it  is  dear,  in  kind,  but  this  is  all 
known  and  permitted.     On  being  appointed  to  a 
command,  he  may,  however,  be  put  to  considera- 
ble expense,  for  the   stores  and  accoutrements 
must  be  taken  from  his  predecessor  at  a  fixed  price. 
When  a  cavalry  regiment  is  ordered  on  service,  a 
laige  sum  is  required  to  make  it  efficient,  for  it 
must  then  be  completed  with  the  proper  number 
of  horses,  which,  as  I  have  before  said,  is  rarely 
or  never  kept   up.      An   instance   of  the    bad 
effects  of  this  system  was  shown  at  Sevastopol 
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when  I  was  there.  Two  regiments  of  the  gairi- 
son  had  acqiiired  the  sobriquets  of  the  "fat"  mi 
the  "  lean ;"  the  men  of  the  former  were  in  ex- 
cellent case,  the  latter  scarecrows;  one  rc^meDt 
had  as  much  as  they  could  eat,  the  other  u  little 
as  they  could  live  upon ;  one  had  tails  to  their 
shiits,  the  others  had  none.  The  colonel  of  this 
"  rag  and  famish  "  corps  could  not  resist  the  strong 
temptation  to  pocket  the  value  of  some  hundred 
of  pounds  of  meal,  and  3000  shirt-tails ;  in  othei 
words,  1500  arcliines*  of  calico.  Thus  wrinpiig 
out  of  what  was  intended  as  a  provision  for  his 
men,  a  supply  of  luxuries  for  himself,  or  a  suo  V) 
retire  upon.  This  is  an  extreme  case,  no  doabd 
hut  the  power  exists,  and  is  acted  upon ;  and  ibt 
service  generally  is  tainted  by  the  practice. 

Peculation  is  not  confined  to  the  civil  and  V^ 
tary  employes,  it  exists  also  in  the  navy ;  the  ak 
of  stores  is  quite  common  at  Cronstadt.  The  bine 
thread,  the  Imperial  mark  in  a  bolt  of  canvaOii' 
taken  out  as  soon  as  a  bargain  is  effected,  W 
discovery  seldom  ensues.  When  the  Rus«i>" 
fleet  was  at  Malta,  after  the  battle  of  Navarino. 
*  Twenty-eight  inches. 
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an  English  dealer  in  marine  stores  was  heard  to 
exclaim,  "  Well,  if  they  remain  here  six  months 
longer,  I  shall  make  my  fortune.**  The  wretched 
pittance  of  pay  induces  many  who  have  no  other 
means  of  support  to  resort  to  all  kinds  of  expe- 
dients to  make  both  ends  meet.  '^  How  do  you 
live  ?'*  said  a  friend  of  mind  to  a  dashing  aide-de- 
camp of  General ,  holding  a  situation  of 

some  importance  at  the  capital,  "your  fourteen 
hundred  roubles  of  pay  don*t  go  far ;  why  you  must 
spend  fifteen  thousand.**  '*  To  be  sure  I  do,  and 
the  items  are  soon  told,'*  replied  the  aide-de-camp. 
**  My  uniform  and  wardrobe  cost  three  thousand 
roubles ;  my  drosky  and  saddle-horses  two  thou- 
sand ;  you  know  house  rent  is  dear  at  St.  Peters* 
burgh,  two  thousand  more — seven  thousand ;  An- 
nette, the  theatre,  bouillote  and  billiards  consume 
six,  and  the  rest  '  je  mange.'  Ah,  my  good  fel- 
low,  the  general's  tradesmen  are  better  paymasters 
than  the  Emperor.  They  must  have  my  signature 
to  their  bills  before  they  receive  their  money ;  if  a 
man  is  reasonable  I  sign  instanter :  if  not,  he  waits 
three  months,  six,  or  a  year,  and  in  the  end  I  never 
fail  to  secure  ten  or  fifteen  per  cent.  Discount,  my 
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friend,  mere  discount ;  but  the  rouble  has  become 
so  depreciated  since  the  days  of  Peter  the  Great, 
that  there  is  no  getting  on,  or  even  existing  upon 
one's  pay," 

The  officers  of  the  junior  branches  of  the  army, 
unless  possessed  of  private  fortune,  lead  a 
wretched  and  listless  kind  of  life.  Though  their 
commissions  give  them  a  place  in  society,  they  are 
from  extreme  poverty  unable  to  take  advantage  of 
it,  and  hundreds  who  have  no  protection,  and  are 
not  of  good  family,  never  rise.  A  great  many  of 
them  are  without  education,  and  from  long  con- 
tinuance in  country  quarters,  that  is  in  the  wilda 
of  Siberia,  the  steppes  of  the  Ukraine,  or  the 
shores  of  the  Caspian,  have  no  opportunities  of 
acquiring  information  and  becoming  as  intelligent 
members  of  their  profession  as  the  officers  of  other 
countries.  As  the  colonel  supplies  the  rations, 
they  never  enter  the  barrack-room  at  the  break- 
fast or  dinner  hour,  and  there  are  no  small  books 
or  ledgers  to  sign  ;  in  fact,  they  scarcely  ever  see 
anything  of  their  men,  excepting  on  parade,  who 
are  therefore  left  to  indulge  themselves  at  all  other 
times  in  the  dirty  and  slovenly  habits  so  common 
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to  the  country,  and  so  wholly  at  variance  with  one 
of  the  first  duties  of  their  profession. 

The  pay  of  the  soldier  is  seven  roubles  a-year, 
or  three  quarters  of  a  farthing  per  diem ;  out  of 
this,  he  is  obliged  to  buy  his  own  blacking,  and 
candle  to  grease  his  mustachios.  When  employed 
on  public  works,  such  as  the  construction  of  roads 
or  fortifications,  he  is  supposed  to  receive  forty 
copecks  a-day,  about  three  pence  half-penny  ;  but 
he  gets  very  little  of  this,  as  the  greatest  portion 
goes  into  the  ^'caisse  d'epargnes,"  Every  man  is 
obliged  to  contribute  to  this  stock-purse.  No 
•  pensions  are  granted  on  discharge, 

"  No  one  proves  the  hero's  friend, 
No  bounty  waits  him  to  his  end." 

But  each  soldier  on  leaving  the  service  is  paid 
a  certain  sum  from  it  to  enable  him  to  return 
to  his  village;  and  the  surplus,  if  there  is  any, 
remains  his  own.  His  share  sometimes  amounts 
to  £10  or  £15  ;  but  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from 
the  "  caisse  d'epargnes  *'  is  so  remote  and  uncer- 
tain, that  the  prospect  of  receiving  it  in  no  degree 
stimulates  the  men  to  exertion ;  they  consider  the 
deduction  as  a  daily  sacrifice,  and  the  work  con- 
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sequenlly,  as  at  Sevastopol,  proceeds  slowly  and 
languidly.  When  quartered  in  the  towns,  many 
of  them  obtain  permission  to  work  on  their  own 
account,  but  in  uniform — undress  of  course.  1 
had  one  employed  at  my  house,  in  carrying  wood ; 
and  thinking  some  votka  would  wann  him  after  lus 
occupation  in  tlie  cold  cellar,  I  ordered  him  a  gis&s, 
which  he  drank  with  many  thanks,  On  leaving  the 
yard  my  servant  ohserved  that  lie  walked  rather 
oddly,  and  suspecting  that  he  had  something  con- 
cealed under  his  great  coat,  raised  a  hue  and  cry; 
chase  being  made,  he  dropped  three  logs  of  my 
wood  in  his  flight.  But  this  is  not  extraordinary, 
for  the  army  is  the  Botany  Bay  of  tlie  Empire ; 
proprietors  of  serfs  send  their  worst  characters  to 
it,  and  its  ranks  are  considered  by  every  Russian, 
high  or  low,  as  the  Ultima  Thule  of  misery  and 
hardship.  When  officers  are  degraded  to  them, 
tlie  general  of  the  division  or  otlier  officer  in  com- 
mand, sometimes  invites  them  to  his  table,  and 
endeavours  by  attentions  of  tliis  kind  to  alleviate 
in  some  measure  the  wretchedness  of  their  condi- 
tion. I  met  one  of  these  "  destitues  "  at  Kertch, 
at  the  table  of  Prince  K. ;  he  had  taken  some 
part  io  the  conspiracy  of  1825. 
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The  food  of  the  soldier  is  of  the  coarsest  and 
cheapest  kind ;  usually  peas,  salt  cucumbers^  water 
melons,  buck  wheat,  rape  oil,  and  black  bread. 
Dr.  Johnson  observed,  with  more  acrimony  than 
judgment,  that  oatmeal  was  food  for  horses  in 
England,  and  men  in  Scotland.  Had  he  searched 
Buffon  through,  it  is  difficult  to  say  what  quadru- 
ped he  would  have  selected  to  eat  the  black  bread 
of  the  Russian  soldier.  Foreigners  are  invariably 
told  by  the  nobility,  and  proprietors  of  serfs,  that 
the  peasants  and  soldiers  are  particularly  fond  of 
this  black  material;  and  I  heard  it  asserted  that 
when  the  Russian  army  was  in  Paris,  it  was 
necessary  to  have  it  made  on  purpose  for  the 
troops.  For  my  own  part,  I  never  observed  a 
Russian  laboiurer  eating  it  in  Odessa,  where  a 
great  deal  of  coarse  wheaten  bread  is  made  by 
the  German  colonists,  if  he  had  the  means  of  pro- 
curing  the  latter.  In  my  walks  about  the  town 
and  environs,  I  had  plenty  of  opportunities  of 
seeing  the  masons,  and  other  workmen,  at  their 
meals,  as  they  invariably  take  them  out  with  them. 

The  soldiers'  messes  are  served  in  an  immense 
bowl,  round  which  they  sit  or  kneel,  and  dipping 
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in  their  wooden  spoons,  continue  tbe  operation 
till  the  ponidge  or  borsch  is  eaten.  The  clothing, 
that  is  the  uniform  and  accoutrements,  are  excel* 
lent  J  the  cloth,  though  not  quite  so  good  as 
English,  is  close  ;  the  belts,  of  a  white  patent 
leather,  are  much  more  easily  cleaned  than  the 
common  buff,  and  the  sling  of  the  firelock  is  of 
red  leather ;  were  it  not,  tlierefore,  for  the  bright 
barrel  of  his  musket,  the  Russian  soldier  would 
have  scarcely  anything  to  occupy  him  in  barracks. 
His  knapsack,  however,  is  all  but  empty  ;  socks, 
even  amongst  officers,  are  not  always  worn,  by  the 
soldiers  never;  a  few  of  them  tie  or  swathe  a 
dirty  piece  of  calico  round  the  leg  and  foot. 

At  one  of  the  grand  reviews,  which  took  place 
when  the  Grand  Duke  Constantine  was  at  War- 
saw, a  great  number  of  foreign  officers  happened 
to  be  present,  and  his  Imperial  Highness,  with 
the  view  of  astonishing  hia  visitors  by  the  good 
condition  of  the  packs,  ordered  several  of  them  to 
be  opened  in  his  presence;  they  were  slowly  un- 
strapped, and  when  laid  upon  the  ground  for  his  in- 
spection, were  found  to  contain  plenty  of  straw! 
In  country  quarters,  and  on  the  march,  theyj 
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dressed  in  a  slouching  grey  great  coat  and  forage 
cap,  with  a  pair  of  dirty  cotton  drawers  stuffed 
into  their  Wellington  boots. 

The  corps  of  guards  and  grenadiers  go  under 
canvass  every  summer.  When  at  St.  Petersburgh 
I  went  over  to  the  camp  at  Sarsko  Selo  to  see 
them^  and  as  rain  had  fallen  for  several  days  con- 
secutively, the  troops  appeared  to  be  in  a  most 
forlorn  state.  The  interior  of  their  tents  was 
full  of  mud  mixed  up  with  straw ;  upon  this  the 
men  were  lying,  in  dirty  cotton  drawers  and 
shirts,  without  either  coats,  trowsers,  or  shoes. 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  however,  to  find  that 
many  of  the  ofiicers,  though  apparently  living 
in  tents,  were  inhabiting  small  wooden  houses 
under  them;  they  were  about  six  feet  square, 
and  as  easily  packed  up  and  re-erected  as  the 
tents ;  the  floor  was  boarded,  and  we  dined  four 
in  one  of  them  very  comfortably.  The  Emperor, 
when  in  camp,  lives  imder  canvass. 

I  saw  a  picked  man  from  each  company  of  a 
battalion  of  the  Preobrajensky  regiment.  They 
were  remarkably  tall,  but  being  very  much  pad- 
ded out  at  the  breast,  and  drawn  in  very  tight  at 
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the  waist,  they  had,  in  their  great  coats,  a  ven' 
lanky  appearance  j  many  of  the  regiments  of  the 
line  that  I  saw  at  Moscow,  and  in  the  South, 
would  have  worked  them  off  their  legs  in  a  cam- 
paign of  any  duration.  The  hospitals  were  filling 
fast,  and  I  was  told  that  a  great  many  casualtin 
take  place  on  their  return  to  their  splendid  qiur- 
ters  at  St.  Petersburgh  after  the  summer  manceu- 
vies.  Here  they  arc  so  worried  by  the  numer- 
ous "  tracasseries  "  connected  with  their  dress  imd 
appointments,  that  they  avoid  leavii^  their  bar- 
racks as  much  as  possible.  The  Emperor,  DOt 
long  ago,  observing  that  but  few  soldiers  were  t" 
be  seen  in  the  streets,  asked  the  military  goveiDit 
the  reason.  He  was  either  afraid,  or  too  good  » 
courtier  to  give  the  right  one,  but  to  prevent  » 
recurrence  of  the  remark,  issued  an  order  thil 
some  of  the  men  of  each  company  should  be  told 
off  every  day  as  the  "walking  section,"  to  orw- 
ment  the  most  public  parts  of  the  capital. 

Discipline  is  kept  up  by  extreme  measures,  and 
the  cane  is  used  at  pleasure;  but  a  man  who  hu 
received  the  ribbon  of  St  George,  is,  by  the 
regulations  of  the  service,  exempt  from  this  specie* 
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of  punishment*  The  officers  not  unfrequently 
give  way  to  violence  of  temper.  I  once  saw  a 
captain,  inspecting  his  guard  near  the  quarantine 
at  Odessa,  strike  one  of  his  men  a  blow  on  the 
&ce  with  his  fist,  and,  seizing  him  by  both  his 
ears,  shake  him  until  he  pulled  him  out  of  the 
ranks ;  the  man's  cap  then  fell  off,  and  the  officer, 
ordering  a  corporal  to  pick  it  up,  jammed  it 
down  on  his  head  with  another  blow.  The 
whole  system  is  carried  on  in  the  same  tyran- 
nical and  overbearing  manner.  The  Russian  sol- 
dier meets  with  very  little  kindness  or  consider- 
ation to  soften  the  misery  of  being  imperatively 
driven  into  the  service. 
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CHAPTEH   XII. 

S.mem  of  immiting — CooicripU  — Theii  drwd  of  the  tenia — EsM- 
in; — Leaving — The  neroitiBB  bom] — "Lop"  tai  "Z»li!l«<"— 
NitiTC  Diodcit; — SuwuefTi  ciit«)uiiu. 

In  conducting  the  system  of  recruiting,  tlie  em- 
pire is  divided  into  two  parts,  and  the  levies  are 
raised  alternate  years  in  each ;  four,  five,  or  six  men 
are  taken  from  every  thousand  male  souls.  IniinU 
are  included  from  the  day  they  are  registered, 
and,  as  the  recruits  are  only  eligible  between  the 
ages  of  twenty-one  and  thirty-five,  the  great  de- 
ductions that  must  necessarily  be  made  for  the 
children  and  aged,  leave  the  liabilities  of  the  abie- 
bodied  men  very  much  greater  than  would  at  first 
appcEir.  It  rarely  happens  that  six  are  taken, 
but  it  was  the  case  in  the  Polish  and  Turkish 
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wars,  and  in  I84O9  in  consequence  of  the  defeats 
sustained  in  Circassia  in  the  summer  of  1839  and 
the  spring  of  the  following  year.  The  old  nobility 
are  far  from  admiring  this  military  system  and 
mania ;  it  causes  a  heavy  loss  to  them  in 
capital,  each  conscript  being  worth  at  least  a 
thousand  roubles.  The  soldier,  if  he  lives  long 
enough,  gains  his  freedom  on  discharge,  and  they 
are  therefore  entirely  deprived  of  his  services. 
The  proprietors  do  their  best  to  evade  the  regis- 
tration of  the  children,  and,  in  concert  with  their 
own  priest,  generally  delay  the  form  for  at  least 
a  year.  The  recruits  selected  for  the  service  are 
frequently  men  against  whom  their  owners  have 
some  cause  of  complaint,  just  or  unjust,  and 
the  government  cannot  offer  any  objection  to 
them,  excepting  on  account  of  disease,  deformity, 
or  being  below  the  standard ;  the  minimum  of  this 
is  five  feet  three  inches  for  the  line,  and  five  feet 
six  inches  for  the  guards.  Substitutes  are  taken 
at  eighteen  years  of  age,  but  they  are  very  difficult 
to  procure;  as  much  as  one  hundred  pounds  is 
sometimes  given.  Enlistment  is  held  out  "  in 
terrorem  "  by  a  nobleman  to  his  serfs,  and  such  is 
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their  horror  of  the  service,  that  they  look  upon  it 
as  the  greatest  punishment  that  can  possibly  be 
iniiicted  upoD  tliem.  The  recruits  are,  genenill; 
speaking,  marched  ofiF  to  their  regiments  in  chains, 
and  to  disable  themselves  for  service,  they  have 
been  known  to  practise  seli -mutilation,  by  chopping: 
off  a  finger.  We  met,  on  our  way  from  Odessa  to 
Moscow,  a  long  line  of  these  wretched  victims 
of  a  pure  despotism.  As  they  were  chwied  and 
guarded  by  Cossacks,  we  took  them  for  convicts, 
but,  on  inquiring,  they  proved  to  be  recruits. 
Lyall,  who  was  some  years  resident  in  Russiai 
says  that  those  he  saw  "  were  absorbed  id  grief, 
and  sat  like  statues,  or  lay  extended  like  corpses;" 
and  adds  of  others  that  those  who  heard  "  theii 
wild  shrieks  and  lamentations,  would  imagine  tbtt 
they  were  engaged  in  a  funeral  procesision ;"  nor 
would  they  be  much  mistaken,  for  the  peasuiis 
who  tlius  take  leave  of  their  wives  and  femihes, 
consider  it  a  civil  death,  if  not  a  military  one. 

The  scenes  to  which  the  conscription  gives  rise 
are  often  of  the  most  aiflicting  kind;  and  married 
men  and  the  sons  of  widows  are  torn  away  from 
the  families  of  whicli  they  were  the  chief  prop 
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and  support.  Few  furloughs  are  given ;  and  as 
they  can  neither  read  nor  write,  their  relations 
and  friends  seldom  hear  of  them  after  they  leav^ 
their  home.  Even  if  they  support  all  the  hard- 
ships and  severity  of  their  service,  they  return 
to  their  village,  after  twenty-five  years,  scarcely 
recognizable  by  their  friends;  bowed  down  by 
disease  and  wholly  incapable  of  gaining  a  liveli- 
hood, they  drag  out  their  miserable  existence  as 
best  they  can.  The  liberty  they  then  receive,  so 
far  from  being  a  boon,  is  a  cruel  farce;  for 
their  emancipation  from  slavery  is  granted  to  them 
only  to  relieve  the  Crown,  or  their  former  pro- 
prietors, from  the  burden  of  their  maintenance. 
**  The  dread  which  the  Russian  peasant  has  of  the 
conscription  is  not  surprising,  when  the  severity  of 
military  service  and  discipline  in  this  coimtry  is 
borne  in  mind;  and  when  it  is  considered  how 
completely  every  tie  of  family  or  affection  is  se- 
vered, every  previous  hope  and  prospect  destroyed 
for  the  victims  [of  this  iron  system."  Such  is  the 
opinion  of  Mr.  Venables,  who  had  excellent 
opportunities  of  judging.  He  also  witnessed  the 
forms  of  enlistment,  his  account  of  which  I  have, 
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with  some  variation,  adopted.  It  is  almost  un- 
necessary to  say  that  on  these  occasions  bribery  i( 
practised,  from  the  President  downwards.  The 
Board  generally  consists  of  the  Vicc-Govemor  of 
the  province,  or,  in  his  absence,  the  Marshal  of 
the  Government,  a  field-officer,  and  a  few  civil 
functionaries ;  one  of  the  Emperor's  aides-de-camp 
is  also  in  attendance,  who  makes  a  general  report. 
and  selects  the  finest  looking  men  for  the  Guardi. 
The  standard -measure,  the  only  article  of  furni- 
ture in  the  room,  besides  the  common  deal  table 
and  chairs,  occupied  by  the  board,  is  "  flanked  on 
either  side  by  a  tall  corporal."  The  ante- room  is 
crowded  with  serfs,  and  a  few  gens  d'annes  lo 
keep  order;  at  a  sign  from  the  President,  ths 
door  is  thrown  open,  and  one  of  the  Fatagonian 
corporals,  having  received  his  instructions,  calls 
for  the  peasants  of  Alexis  Michail  Vassiliavitch 
TachitschegofF,  to  be  in  readiness.  A.  B.,  the 
first  on  the  list  of  Mr.  Tschitsehegoff'a  conscripra. 
is  ordered  in.  A.  B. !  shouts  the  corporal,  and 
in  walks  A.  B.,  stark  naked/  he  is  shoved  under 
the  standard,  (not  unlike  a  gallows,)  and  the  cor- 
poral announces  his  height.      This  is  registered 
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by  the  President,  and  the  man  is  handed  over  to 
the  doctor,  who  pronounces  him  sound  or  other- 
wise :  the  field-officer  then  takes  a  look  at  him, 
and,  if  he  also   approves,  he  is  entered  in   the 
book,  and  the  President  giving  the  word,  "  lop," 
(forehead,)  the  corporal  ejects  him  from  the  room, 
shouting  **  lop  ;'*  this    is   repeated  in    the  ante- 
room, and  the  man  being  taken  to  another  apart- 
ment, his  forehead    is  immediately  shaved,  and 
he  finds  himself  a  soldier.      In  the  mean  time, 
C.  D.  appears  before  the  board,  and  if  he  is  either 
too  short,  or  otherwise  unfit  for  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jesty's  service,    the    President    says  "  Zatillac  ;'* 
(neck  ;)  C.  D.  is  then  moved  off*,  and  the  corporal 
shouting  "  Zatillac !  '*  the  word  is  re-echoed  in  the 
ante-room,  '^  Zatillac,  atillac,  tillac,  iliac,  lac,  ac,** 
with  great  aZac-rity,  and  the  man  having  had  the 
back  of  his  neck  shaved,  returns  to  his  bondage 
and  his  master.       The  crown    peasants,   though 
generally  accompanied  by  their  wives  and  children, 
and  other  females  of   their  family,  also  present 
themselves  stark  naked/  another  instance,  besides 
those  I  have  mentioned,  of  the  total  absence  of  all 
public  decency  in  this  country.     At  the  conclu- 
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Bion  of  each  da;,  the  new  levies  ate  marched  la 
the  church,  where  they  take  the  oaths  of  fideUt; 
and  allegiance  before  the  Priest ;  theiri  heads  are 
cropped,  aiid  beards  shaved,  aJid  they  are  sent  aS 
as  soon  as  possible,  to  the  battalion  which  forms 
the  recruiting  depot  of  each  regiment ;  here,  they 
go  through  a  regular  course  of  drill,  and  when 
sulHciently  perfect,  are  sent  to  the  two  battahou 
of  reserve.  The  drill  and  manoeuvres  are  con- 
ducted a  good  deal  upon  the  French  system,  thr 
men  working  in  three  ranks.  The  following 
translation  of  Field  Marshal  Count  Alexander 
Vaasiliavifcli  SuwarofF'a  catechism  will  not,  per- 
haps, be  deemed  out  of  place  here.  Clarke  caU> 
it  a  "  Discourse  under  the  Trigger."  These  in- 
structions were  drawn  up  by  the  Marslial  himself, 
for  the  use  of  the  army  under  his  command,  afwr 
the  Turkish  war,  and  were  transmitted  by  the 
Russian  Government  to  every  regiment  in  tk 
service. 

The  Hero  of  Ismail  is  supposed  to  be  in  front 
of  the  line,  addressing  hia  troops : — 

"  Heels  close! — Knees  straight! — A  soldier  mu" 
stand  like  a  dart ! — I  see  the  fourth — the  fiftli  1 
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don't  see!  A  soldier's  step  is  an  archine — in 
wheeling,  an  archine  and  a  half.  Keep  your  dis- 
tances well ! 

"  Soldiers  !  join  elbows  in  front  !♦  First  rank 
three  steps  from  the  second — ^in  marching,  two ! 

"  Give  the  drum  room  I 

"  Keep  your  ball  three  days, — ^it  may  happen,f 
for  a  whole  campaign,  when  lead  cannot  be  had. 

"  Fire  seldom — but  fire  sure  ! 

"  Push  hard  with  the  bayonet !  The  ball  will 
lose  its  way — the  bayonet  never !  The  ball  is  a 
fool — the  bayonet  a  hero ! 

"  Stab  once !  and  off  with  the  Turk  from  the 
bayonet!  Even  when  he's  dead,  you  may  get  a 
scratch  from  his  sabre. 

**  K  the  sabre  be  near  your  neck,  dodge  back 
one  step,  and  push  on  again. 

'*Stab  the  second! — stab  the  third! — A  hero 
will  stab  half-a-dozen ! ! 

"  Be  sure  your  ball's  in  your  gim ! ! 

"  If  three  attack  you,  stab  the  first,  fire  on  the 
second,  and  bayonet  the  third ! — this  seldom  hap- 


pens ! ! ! 


♦  Quaere,  keep  your  touch  ? 
t  It  may  be  necessary  to  do  so. 
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"  In  the  attack,  tliere's  no  time  to  load  again. 

"  When  you  fire,  take  aim  at  their  guts !  and 
fire  about  twenty  balls.  Buy  lead  from  your 
economy* — it  costs  little. 

"  We  fire  sure — we  lose  not  one  ball  in  thirty :  in 
the  light  artillery,  and  heavy  artillery,  not  one  in 
ten.  If  you  see  the  match  upon  a  gun,  runup 
to  it  instantly! — the  ball  will  fly  over  your  head! 
— The  guna  are  yours — the  people  are  youn! 
Down  with  "em  upon  the  spotl  pursue  'em! 
stab  'em  ! — To  the  remainder  give  quarter — it's  a 
sin  to  kill  without  reason ;  they  are  men,  like 
you.f  Die  for  the  honour  of  the  Virgin  Mary — 
for  your  Mother. 'X — for  all  the  Royal  Family! 
The  Church  prays  for  those  that  die ;  and  those 
who  survive  have  honour  and  reward.  Offend 
not  the  peaceable  iniiabitant!  he  gives  us  meat 
and  drink — the  soldier  is  not  a  robber.  Booty  is 
a  holy  thing !  If  you  take  a  camp,  it  is  all  yours! 
If  you  take  a  fortress,  it  is  all  yours !  At  Ismail, 
besides  other  things,  tlic  soldiers  shared  gold  and 

•  Qutere,  plunder  f 

f  See  the  accounl  of  the  siegeaor  Ismail  and  Pri 

I  The  Empress  Catherine. 


CATECHISM.  157 

silver  by  handfuls ;  and  so  in  other  places :  but, 

without  order i  never  go  to  booty  ! ! 

**  A  battle  in  the  field  has  three  modes  of  at- 
tack : 

1st.  On  the  Wing^ 

which  is  weakest.  If  a  wing  be  covered  by  wood, 
it  is  nothing ;  a  soldier  will  get  through.  — Through 
a  morass  it  is  more  difficult. — Through  a  river 
you  cannot  race.  All  kind  of  entrenchment  you 
may  jump  over. 

2nd.  The  attack  in  the  centre 

Is  not  profitable^-except  for  cavalry,  to  cut  them 
in  pieces — or  else  they'll  crush  you. 

3rd.  Hie  attack  behind 

Is  very  good.  Only  for  a  small  corps  to  get  round. 
Heavy  battle  in  the  field,  against  regular  troops. 
In  squares,  against  Turks,  and  not  in  columns. 
It  may  happen  against  Turks,  that  a  square  of 
five  hundred  men  will  be  compelled  to  force  its 
way  through  a  troop  of  six  or  seven  thousand, 
with  the  help  of  small  squares  on  the  flank.  In 
such  a  case,  it  will  extend  in  a  column.  But,  till 
now,  we  had  no  need  of  it.     There  are  the  God- 
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forgetting,  wtndff,  light-headed  Frenchmen — if  it 
should  ever  happen  to  us  to  march  against  them, 
we  must  beat  them  in  columns. 

The  battle,  upon  Entrenchments,  in  the  Field. 

"  The  ditch  is  not  deep — the  rampart  is  nol 
high. — Down  in  the  ditch  !  Jump  over  the  wall ! 
Work  with  your  bayonet !  Stab  !  Drive !  Take 
them  prisoners !  Be  sure  to  cut  off  the  cavahr, 
if  any  are  at  hand ! — At  Prague,  the  infantrj'  cui 
off  the  cavalry:  and  there  were  threefold  and 
more  entrenchments,  and  a  whole  fortress ;  therie- 
fore  we  attacked  in  colunms.  JJ^H 

The  Storm.  ^^| 

"  Break  down  the  fence !  Throw  wattles  ant 
the  holes  1  Run  as  Fast  as  you  can !  Jump  ova 
the  pahaades !  Cast  your  faggots !  (into  the  ditch.) 
Leap  into  the  ditch!  Lay  in  your  ladders!  Scout 
the  columns !  Fire  at  their  heads  !  Fly  over  ilic 
walls!!!  Stab  them  on  the  ramparts  !  Drawoul 
your  line!  Put  a  guard  to  the  powder  celian! 
Open  one  of  the  gates !  The  cavalry  will  enlfl 
on  the  enemy.  Turn  his  guns  against  him !  Fire 
down  the  streets !    Fire  briskly  !    There's  no  tiiK 
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to  run  after  them!  When  the  order  is  given, 
enter  the  town !  Kill  every  enemy  in  the  streets ! 
Let  the  cavalry  hack  theml  Enter  no  houses! 
Storm  them  in  the  open  places,  where  they  are 
gathering !  Take  possession  of  the  open  places  ! 
Put  a  capital  guard !  Instantly  put  picquets  to 
the  gates,  to  the  powder-cellars,  and  to  the  maga- 
zines !  When  the  enemy  has  surrendered,  give 
him  quarter !  When  the  inner  wall  is  occupied, 
go  to  plunder !  " 

There  are  three  military  talents : — 

1.  The  Coup  cCoeil. 

**  How  to  place  a  camp. — How  to  march, — Where 
to  attack — to  chase — and  to  beat  the  enemy. 

2.   Celerity. 

"  The  field  artillery  must  march  half  or  a  whole 
verst  in  front  on  the  rising  ground,  that  it  may 
not  impede  the  march  of  the  columns.  When  the 
column  arrives  it  will  find  its  place  again.  Down 
hiU,  and  on  even  ground,  let  it  go  in  a  trot.  Sol- 
diers march  in  files,  or  four  a-breast,  on  account 
of  narrow  roads,  streets,  narrow  bridges,  and  nar- 
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row  passes  through  marshy  and  swampy  places ; 
and  only  when  ready  for   attack,  drawn  up   in 
platoons  to  shorten  the  rear.     When  you  march 
four  a-breast,  leave  a  space  between  the  compa- 
nies.  Never  slacken  your  pace !   Walk  on !  Play ! 
Sing  your  songs !     Beat  the  drum !     When  you 
have  broken  off  ten  versts,  the  first  company  cast 
off  their  load,*  and  lie  down.     After  them,  the 
second  company ;  and  so  forth,  one  after  the  other. 
But  the  first  never  wait  for  the  rest !     A  line  in 
columns  will,  on  the  march,  always  draw  out.     At 
four  a-breast,  it  will  always  draw  out  one  and  a 
half  more  than  its  length.     At  two  a-breast  it  will 
draw  out  double.     A  line,  one  verst  in  length,  will 
draw  out  two.     Two  versts  will  draw  out  four ;  so 
the  first  companies  would  have  to  wait  for  the  others 
half-an-hour  to  no  purpose.     After  the  first  ten 
versts,  an  hoiu^'s  rest.  The  first  division  that  arrives, 
upon  the  coming  of  the  second,  takes  up  his  bag- 
gage, and  moves  forward  ten  or  fifteen  paces ;  and 
if  it  passes  through  defiles,  on  the  march,  fifteen 
or  twenty  paces.     And  in  this  manner,    divisioi 
after  division,  that   the  hindmost  may  get    res 

*  Knapsacks. 
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The  second  ten  versts,  another  hour's  rest  or 
more.  If  the  third  distance  be  less  than  ten 
versts,  halve  it  and  rest  three-quarters,  half,  or  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  that  the  children  *  may  soon 
get  to  their  kettles.     So  much  for  infantry. 

The  cavalry  marches  before.  They  alight  from 
their  horses,  and  rest  a  short  time  ;  and  march 
more  than  ten  versts  in  one  stage,  that  the  horses 
may  rest  in  the  camp.  The  kettle-wagons  and 
the  tent-wagons  go  on  before.  When  the  bro- 
thers arrive,  the  kettle  is  ready.  The  master  of 
the  mess  instantly  serves  out  the  kettle.  For 
breakfast,  four  hours*  rest,  and  six  or  eight  hours 
at  night  according  as  the  road  proves. 

**  When  you  draw  near  the  enemy,  the  kettle- 
wagons  remain  with  the  tent-wagons,  and  wood 
must  be  prepared  beforehand.  By  this  manner 
of  marching  soldiers  suffer  no  fatigue ! !  The 
enemy  does  not  expect  us.  He  reckons  us  at 
least  an  hundred   versts   distant;   and  when  we 

*  And  brothers,  appellations  given  by  Suwaroff  to  his  troops ; 
"brat"  like  the  Hindostanee  word  "bai,"  (brother,)  being 
much  used  in  Russia  as  well  as  in  that  country.  This  coin- 
cidence is  singular. 


|g2  spwaroffs 

come  &oin  far,  two  or  three  hundred,  or  more. 
We  f&U  all  at  once  upon  him,  like  snow  dd  the 
head!  His  head  turns.  Attack  imtantly  with 
whatever  arrives  j  with  what  God  sends.  The 
cavalry  instantly  fall  to  work — hack  and  slash! 
atab  and  drive !  cut  tlieni  off !  don't  give  them  a 
moment's  rest. 


3.   Energy. 

"  One  leg  strengthens  the  other  \  one  hand  forti- 
fies the  other !  By  firing,  many  men  are  killed ! 
The  enemy  has  also  hands,  but  he  knows  not  the 
Kussian  bayonet !  (alluding  to  the  Turks.)  Draw 
out  the  line  immediately,  and  instantly  attack 
with  cold  arms !  (the  bayonet.)  If  tliere  be  not 
time  to  draw  out  the  line,  attack,  from  the  defile, 
the  infantry  with  the  bayonet;  and  the  cavalry 
will  be  at  hand.  If  there  be  a  defile  for  a  verst 
and  cartridges  over  your  heads,  the  guns  vrill  be 
yours !  Commonly,  the  cavalry  make  the  first  at- 
tack, and  the  infantry  follow.  In  general,  cavaby 
must  attack  hke  infantry,  except  in  swamp; 
ground,  and  there  they  must  lead  their  horses  bj 
the  bridle.     Cossacks  will  go  through  anything, 
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When  the  battle  is  gained,  the  cavahy  pursue  and 
hack  the  enemy,  and  the  infantry  are  not  to  re- 
main behind.  In  two  files,  there  is  strength ;  in 
three  files,  strength  and  a  half.*  The  first  tears, 
the  second  throws  down,  the  third  perfects  the 
work." 


*  A  mode  of  expression  common  among  the  lower  orders. 
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It  must  be  admitted  tbat  the  men,  horses,  and 
"materiel"  of  the  Russian  army  are  apparently 
in  a.  very  complete  and  effective  state.  No  ex- 
pense is  spared  either  in  dress  or  appointments  to 
make  the  men  so,  and  the  adjutant  and  driU-ser- 
geant  are  always  at  their  elhows.  The  oiBcers  of 
the  junior  ranks,  however,  are  far  from  having 
even  a  soldier-like  appearance,  and  for  the  reasons 
I  have  before  stated,  are  not  very  capable  or  in- 
telligent. The  efRcioncy  of  the  whole  is  much 
neutralized  by  the  utterly  neglected  state  of  the 
interior  economy,   the   corrupt  practices  of  the 
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senior  officers,  and  the  extremely  defective  state 
of  the  Commissariat  and  Medical  departments. 

The  two  most  distinguished  officers  in  the  ser- 
vice, Yermoloff  and  Mouravieff,  are  now  both  on 
the  shelf.  I  have  already  alluded  to  the  singular 
method  which  the  former  took  to  make  himself 
popular  with  the  troops.  When  some  caprice  of 
the  Emperor's,  or  the  intrigues  of  those  about  him, 
induced  his  Imperial  Majesty  to  place  him  "en 
retraite,"  he  retired  to  Moscow,  where  from  the 
reputation  of  his  services  and  the  circumstance  of 
his  being  in  bad  odour  at  St.  Petersburgh,  he  be* 
came  so  much  the  fashion,  that  no  party  was 
thought  perfect  without  him.  When  Yermoloff 
appeared,  and  then  only,  the  music  struck  up; 
every  one  crowded  around  him,  and  evinced  as 
much  attention  and  respect  as  if  he  had  been  a 
crowned  head.  The  Emperor,  bearing  that  the 
Muscovites  intended  to  elect  him  Marechal  of  the 
Noblesse  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  displeasure  he 
had  manifested  towards  him,  with  his  usual  policy 
anticipated  a  measure  which  would  have  marked 
his  own  defeat.  Yermoloff  was  offered  reconcilia- 
tion  and  employment;  the   former  he  accepted. 


If^  GENERAL  MOURAIIEFF. 

the  latter,  held  out  only  as  a  bait,  was  never  given ; 
and  he  lost  hy  tergiversation  the  position  which 
his  previous  conduct  had  placed  him  in,  for  there 
is  a  party  in  Moscow,  though  small,  who  can  ad> 
mire  independent  feeling. 

Lieu  ten  ant-General  Mouravicff  commenced  hi* 
career  as  a  lieutenant  in  a  regiment  quartered  in 
Georgia,  of  which  country  he  was  afterwaida  many 
years  Governor- General.  It  is  acknowledged 
that  there  is  no  officer  in  tlie  Russian  army  of 
the  same  talents  and  acquirements ;  he  has  great 
capabilities  as  a  linguist,  and  is  said  to  speak 
thirteen  languages,  many  of  them  Eastern.  Though 
more  than  acquainted  with  the  duties  of  bis  pro- 
fession, he  never,  like  the  martinet  of  WanaWi 
examined  whether  the  men's  gloves  were  sewn  on 
the  inside  or  out ;  nor  did  he  care  whether  tbeir 
caps  were  put  on  at  the  precise  angle  prescribed 
by  the  Imperial  orderly-book  at  St.  Pelershui^jh : 
moreover,  he  had  opinions  of  his  own,  not  exactly 
in  accordance  with  those  of  his  master.  A  few 
years  ago,  his  division  was  ordered  to  one  of  the 
great  reviews  ;  but  though  in  a  good  and  efiecUve 


s  appearauce 
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t  meet  with  the  a, 
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bation  of  the  Emperor,  who  had  scarcely  glanced 
his  eye  along  the  line,  when  he  ordered.  Moura- 
Tieff  to  the  rear,  exclauning  aloud,  *'  bad,  bad ! 
what  troops !  National  Guards !"  The  manoeuvres 
over,  the  disgraced  general  was  ordered  into  his 
presence.     '^  What  means  this,  sir  ?*'   demanded 
the  Emperor.     No  answer.     ^^What  troops  do 
you  call  these,  sir  T' — still  no  answer.     "Do  you 
know  who  is  speaking  to  you,  sir  ?*'     The  general 
raised  his  hand  slowly  to  his  cap,  but  remained 
silent*     Dismissed  with  indignation,  he  retired  to 
his  tent ;  the  policy,  however,  of  Nicholas  gained 
the  ascendant  over  his  ungovernable  temper,  and 
the  next  day  Mouravieff  received  an  invitation  to 
dinner:  but  the  insult  had  been  too  public;  he 
declined  the  honour,  and  now  resides  at  his  estate 
near  Tver,  refusing  either  reconciliation  or  employ- 
ment.  With  these  two  exceptions,  no  great  talent 
has  been  displayed  of  late  years  by  those  who 
have  held  the  highest  commands  'in  the  service ; 
the  abilities  of  Paskewitch  are  considered  greatly 
overrated,   even    by   many   of  his    countrymen. 
The   blunders    made    by   the    Russian   generals 
during   the   revolution   in    Poland,   the  war  in 


Turkey,  ite  one  qow  carryii^  on  in  Circasaia,  and 
the  Khivd  expedition,  go  far  to  prove  the  coirect- 
ness  of  this  assertion.  But  though  little  t^enl 
has  been  manifested  amongst  thi;  ofiicers,  the  men, 
as  such,  are  very  effective;  and  the  "  morale"  of 
the  army,  being  based  on  religious  enthusiasm,  is 
likely — nay,  almost  certain  —  to  support  tliem 
under  the  most  trying  circumstances.  The  Rui- 
Kian  soldier,  and  the  manner  in  which  his  coura^ 
is  excited,  has  been  admirably  described  by  Segur. 
Previously  to  the  battle  of  Borodino,  says  the 
Count,  "  I'armee  Russe  etait  sous  les  armes: 
Kutusoff,  catoure  de  toutes  les  pompes  religituse* 
et  railitaires,  a'avan^ait  au  milieu  d'elle  ;  le  gene- 
ral a  fait  revetir  a  aes  papes  et  aux  archimandrite 
leurs  riches  et  majestueux  vetements,  heritage  des 
Grecs.  lis  le  precedent  portant  les  signes  reveres 
de  la  religion,  et  surtout  cctte  sainte  image  na- 
guere  protectrice  de  Smolensk,  qu'ils  discnt  s'cire 
miraculeuseraent  soustraite  aux  profanations  An 
Fran^ais  sacrileges,  •  •  •  •  •  piete  et  patriol- 
isme,  vertus  d'instinct  chez  ces  pcuples  trop  gros- 
aiers,  et  qui  ii'etaient  encore  qu'aux  sensatioMj 
mais,  par  cela  mcme,  soldats  d'autant  plus  reS 
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ables  moins  distraits  de  I'obeissance  par  le  nd- 
sonnement;  restreints  par  TesclaTage  dansim  cercle 
etroit,  ou  ils  sont  reduits  a  un  petit  nombre  de 
sensations^  qui  sont  les  seules  sources  des  besoins, 
des  desirsy  des  idees. 

*'  Du  reste  orgueilleuz,  par  defant  de  comparaison^ 
et  credules  comme  ils  sont  orgueilleuz  par  igno- 
rance. Adorant  des  images^  idolatres  autant  que 
des  Chretiens  peuvent  TStre^  car  cette  religion  de 
Tesprity  toute  intellectuelle  et  morale,  ils  Font  fait 
toute  physique  et  materielle  pour  la  mettre  a  leur 
brute  et  courte  portee. 

*^  Mais  enfin  ce  spectacle  solennel,  ce  discours, 
les  exhortations  de  leurs  officiers,  les  benedictions 
de  leurs  pretres,  acheverent  de  fanatiser  leur  cou- 
rage. Tou3  jusqu'aux  moindres  soldats  se  crurent 
deyoues  par  Dieu  lui  m^me  a  la  defense  du  ciel 
et  de  leur  sol  sacre." 

But  what  avail  the  courage  and  numbers  of  an 
army  unless  the  commanders  are  possessed  of 
talent  and  discretion  ?  The  losses  of  the  Russians 
in  the  Turkish  war,  amounted  to  upwards  of 
three  hundred  thousand  men,  not  by  the  sword^ 
but  owing  to  the  want  of  judgment  in  taking  up 
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positions  in  places  where  the  troops  were  ex- 
posed to  the  fevers  common  to  the  marshy  valleys 
of  Rouinclia.  The  distress  which  the  army  suf- 
fered from  the  want  of  supplies  was  inexcusable, 
with  granaries  of  their  own  immediately  in  their 
rear,  and  their  fleet  in  command  of  the  Black  Sea. 
In  one  regiment  alone,  and  quite  at  the  early 
patt  of  the  campaign,  five  hundred  horses  died 
from  want  of  forage,  before  they  crossed  the 
Pruth.  The  medical  department  was  also  in  a  most 
disgraceful  state  of  inefficiency.  The  medicine 
chests  fiiriiished  by  the  Colonels  of  regiments,  for 
which  they  draw  an  allowance,  contained  then, « 
now,  only  a  few  aperients  and  emetics ;  it  is  true, 
there  was  a  goodly  array  of  bottles  and  hoxeii 
duly  labelled,  but  no  quinine  or  other  medicine! 
that  were  necessary  to  the  cure  of  the  diseasu 
which  decimated  the  army  during  this  war.  The 
same  mismanagement  took  place  in  Persia;  si\i 
of  one  regiment,  three  thousand  strong,  serving 
in  that  country,  only  fifty  men  remained  in 
1839,  nearly  all  having  died  of  disease.  The  sys- 
tem of  pillage  which  the  troops  were  driven  to 
adopt,  from  the  wretched  state  of  the  commissariat, 
made  them,  independently  of  other  clrcumstana-^t 
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thoroughly  detested  by  the  inhabitants.  In  con- 
yersation,  one  day,  with  an  aide-de-camp  of  the 
Emperor's,  at  St.  Petersburgh,  upon  the  state  of 
the  sick  list  amongst  the  guards,  I  was  not  a  little 
astonished  at  his  telling  me  that  mercury  and 
quinine  were  medicines  too  expensive  to  be  given 
to  the  men ;  and  when  I  adverted  as  politely  as 
I  could,  to  the  inhumanity,  as  well  as  false  eco- 
nomy, of  such  a  system,  he  replied,  '^Ah,  mon 
cher!  a  soldier  in  Russia  costs  nothing."  It 
might  be  supposed  that  this  branch  of  the  service 
had  been  modelled  upon  the  rules  with  which 
SuwarojBTs  catechism  concludes. 

**  Have  a  dread  of  the  hospital  V*  says  the  Mar- 
shal. ''  German  physic  stinks  from  afar,  is  good 
for  nothing,  and  rather  hurtful.  A  RtuHan  sol- 
dier is  not  used  to  it.  Messmates  know  where 
to  find  roots,  herbs,  and  pismires.  A  soldier  is 
inestimable !  Take  care  of  your  health !  Scour 
the  stomach,  when  it  is  foul!  Hunger  is  the 
best  medicine.  He  who  neglects  his  men,  if 
an  officer  —  arrest;  if  a  sub-officer — lashes; 
and  to  the  private  lashes^  if  he  neglects  him- 
9e]L       If   loose    bowels   want    food,  at    sunset 
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a  little  gruel  and  bread.  For  costive  bowels, 
some  putting  plant  in  warm  water,  or  the  liquor- 
ice root.  Remember,  gentlemen !  the  Jield  phyfic 
of  Dr,  Belly potsky  .'*  In  hot  fevers,  eat  nothing, 
even  for  twelve  days,  and  drink  your  quass,  that 
is  a  aoldier's  physic.  In  intermittent  fevers  neither 
eat  nor  drink.  It  is  only  a  punishment  for  neglect, 
if  health  ensues.  In  hospitals,  the  Srst  day  the  bed 
seems  soft,  the  second  comes  French  soup,  and 
the  third  the  brother  is  laid  in  his  coffin  and  they 
draw  hira  away !  One  dies,  and  ten  companions 
around  him  inhale  his  expiring  breath.  In  camp, 
the  sick  and  feeble  are  kept  in  huts  not  in  villages; 
there  the  air  is  purer,  even  without  an  hospital. 
You  must  not  stint  your  money  for  medicine  if 
it  can  be  bought;  nor  even  for  other  necessaries. 
But  all  this  is  frivolous,  we  know  how  to  preserve 
ourselves  !  where  one  dies  in  a  hundred  with  oUiers, 
we  lose  not  one  in  five  hundred,  in  the  course  rtf  » 
month.  For  the  healthy,  drink,  air,  and  food,— 
for  the  sick,  air,  drink,  and  food.  Brothers,  llie 
enemy  trembles  for  you ;  but  there  is  another 
enemy  greater  than  the  hospital — the  d        d  *i 

■  ProfiisBor  PaUas  suppows  [his  to  have  been  a 
medicine,  published  for  the  nte  at  the  umy. 
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donH  know!*  From  the  half  confessmg,  the  guess- 
ingy  lying,  deceitful,  the  palavering  equivocation, 
squeamishness,  and  nonsense  of  ^  donH  know, ' 
many  disasters  originate.  Stammering,  hackering 
'^-and  so  forth ;  it's  shameful  to  relate !  A  soldier 
should  he  sound,  hrave,  firm,  decisive,  true,  hon- 
ourahle !  Pray  to  God !  from  him  comes  victory, 
and  miracles.  God  conducts,  God  is  our  general ! 
for  the  'I  don't  know*  an  officer  is  put  in  the 
guard-house — a  staff  officer  is  served  with  an  arrest 
at  home.  Instruction  is  light  f  not  instruction  is 
darkness  !  Hie  work  fears  its  master/  *  If  a 
peasant  knows  not  how  to  plough,  the  com  will 
not  grow !  One  wise  man  is  worth  three  fools ! 
and  even  three  are  little,  give  six !  and  even  six 
are  little,  give  ten !  One  clever  fellow  will  beat 
them  all — overthrow  them,  and  take  them,  pri- 
soners, f     In  the  last  campaign,  the  enemy  lost 

•  A  Russian  Proverb. 

f  Here  Suwaroff  is  a  little  in  his  favoiuite  character  of  the 
buffoon.  He  generally  closed  his  harangues  by  endeavouring 
to  ezdte  laughter  among  his  troops ;  and  this  mode  of  form- 
ing a  climax  is  a  peculiar  characteristic  of  the  Russian  boors. 
In  this  manner : — "  And  not  only  of  the  boors ;  but  the 
gentry !  and  not  only  of  the  gentry ;  but  the  nobles !  and  not 
only  of  the  nobles,  but  the  Emperor  I  " 
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seventy-five  thousand  well  counted  men, — per- 
haps not  much  less  than  a  hundred  thousand ;  he 
fought  desperately  and  artfully,  and  we  lost  not 
a  full  thousand.  There,  brethren,  you  behold  the 
efiect  of  military  instruction!  Gentlemen  officers, 
what  a  triumph ! ! " 

In  concluding  this  subject)  I  venture  to  affirm 
that  we  have  little  to  fear  from  Russia  as  an  open 
enemy ;  the  invasion  of  India  is  a  tale  only  fit  for 
the  nurserj'.  Her  army,  though  large  and  well 
disciplined,  requires  a  great  deal  to  make  it  effi- 
cient, certainly,  for  such  an  undertaking;  and 
being  spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  the 
concentration  of  an  adequate  force  could  not  be 
effected  without  great  difficulty.  To  accomptiih 
this,  she  would  be  obliged  to  withdraw  a  large 
proportion  of  her  troops  Irom  Poland,  Georgia, 
and  Circassia,  a  measure  fraught  with  peril ;  and 
where  are  we  to  look  for  a  hero  of  the  Granicus  f 
surely  not  in  Russia.  But  her  gold  and  spies  have 
done,  and  continue  to  do,  us  great  injury  in  Ccn- 
tral  Asia ;  there  is  not  a  state  or  province,  b 
her  frontier  and  Burmah,  in  which  traces  c 
secret  interference  may  not  be  found. 


CHAPTEK  XIV. 

BU88IAN  CIVILIZATIOK. 

St  Vladimir— Coinage—lTRn  the  Terrible— The  fidr  of  Ntm~ 
MichBel  Romaaoff— Alezii— Foedoi^Peter  the  Oieat— His  intelU- 
geoee  end  penerering  ditpoiition— Hii  cruelt/  and  bnitality — Foim- 
dation  of  St.  Petenbuigh — Legiilation — PrinceM  Daachkoff— Her 
character  of  Peter. 

It  may  be  said^  that  to  enable  a  person  to  arrive 
at  a  just  opinion  of  the  state  of  the  civilization 
of  a  country,  it  is  necessary  that  he  should  be  long 
resident  in  it :  but  this  is  not  the  case  in  Russia, 
That  of  which  she  so  proudly  boasts,  is  foreign 
in  its  character,  has  been  forced  rapidly  to  its 
present  point,  and  the  numbers  affected  by  it  are 
few  in  proportion  to  her  population.  It  is  not  in- 
terwoven with  the  habits  and  feelings  of  the  people, 
in  the  endless  variety  of  ways  in  which  the  different 
classes  of  other  European  nations  are  affected  by  it« 
Its  extent,  therefore,  and  working,  may  be  seen  with 
less  difficulty,  and  in  a  much  shorter  period.     A 
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year's  residence  gave  me  au  opportunity  of  observ- 
ing at  least  the  strong  features  of  Russian  character, 
which  I  now  lay  before  the  reader  as  they  pre- 
sented themselves  to  me. 

Before  proceeding  further,  however,  it  will 
be  as  well  perhaps,  to  notice  a  few  p<»nU 
connected  with  the  early  history  of  the  country, 
and  those  Tzars  who  interested  themselves  in 
advancing  its  improvement.  These  bright  spota 
are  few  indeed.  Christianity  was  tarnished  at 
its  introduction  by  the  fearful  cruelty  and  bnitaJ 
caprice  of  Vladimir's  conduct  at  liis  conversion 
and  baptism,  and  relieved  but  little  the  faoiron 
that  characterized  Russian  history  for  sevenl 
centuries ;  though  his  own  conduct  was  J 
after  softened  by  the  precepts  of  that  rel 
which,  however  sullied,  was  never  useless. 
nature  became  changed,  the  cruelty  of  hia  dis- 
])osiuon  gave  way  to  clemency  and  humility,  and 
when  awarding  punishments  for  crime,  he  is  said 
to  have  exclaimed,  "What  am  I  tliat  I  should 
condemn  a  fellow  creature  to  death?"  He  endea- 
voured to  overcome  the  violent  prejudices  of  hi* 
subjects,  and  founded  seminaries  for  the  educa 
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of  the  young  noblesi  in  which  he  placed  pro- 
fessors that  he  obtained  from  Oreece :  from  that 
country  he  also  introduced  architects  and  work- 
men. Such  was  the  conduct  of  Vladimir,  who 
lived  upwards  of  seven  hundred  years  before  Peter 
the  Great, 

In  common,  however,  with  all  early  and  bar- 
barous histories,  superstition,  breach  of  faith,  and 
cruelty,  in  aU  their  forms,  continued  to  be  but  too 
prominently  displayed.  The  towns  of  Moscow 
and  Tver  were  the  first  to  adopt  a  Tartar  coin  ; 
thus  proving  that  even  these  wild  hordes  had  been 
in  some  things  beforehand  with  the  Russians, 
whose  previous  currency  was  skins  and  pieces  of 
leather.  Twenty  of  the  latter,  being  marked  with 
a  certain  stamp,  passed  for  a  grievnik.  This 
species  of  money  very  soon  became  depreciated  ; 
so  much  so,  that  in  the  year  1409,  it  took  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pieces  of  leather  to  make  a 
silver  grievnik,  which,  at  that  period,  was,  in  the 
principality  of  Elief,  nine  and  a  half,  and  in  that  of 
Novogorod,  thirteen  ounces  of  silver.  The  coin 
which  goes  by  that  name  in  the  present  day  is  worth 
ten  silver  copecks,  about  fourpence  English.    The 
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first  Russian  money  was  coined  at  NoTogorod, 
the  reign  of  Basil  the  Second ;  the  commei 
that  city  with  the  Hans  Towns  led  to  this 
died  in  1435. 

Iran  the  Third,  a  powerful  and  ambitiotu 
prince,  signed  treaties  of  alliance  and  fiiendship 
with,  and  received  ambassadors  from,  the  Pope, 
the  Sultan,  the  Kings  of  Denmark  and  Poland, 
and  the  Republic  of  Venice.  It  was  this  sovereign 
who  assumed  the  title  of  Grand  Prince,  and 
changed  the  ancient  arms  of  St.  George  on  horse- 
back for  the  Black  Eagle  with  two  heads,  after  his 
marriage  with  Sophia,  a  princess  of  the  Imperial 
blood  of  Constantinople.  He  died  in  1505,  after 
a  reign  of  forty-three  years. 

Ivan  the  Fourth,  sumamed  the  Terrible,  took 
the  title  of  Tzar.  His  natural  disposition  WM 
violent  and  cruel,  though  tempered  by  the  gentle 
influence  of  his  first  wife ;  but  after  her  death  he 
became  more  outrageous  than  ever. 

Independently  of  the  many  and  dreadful  aets  of 
barbarity  of  which  he  was  guilty,  he  killed  his  own 
son  in  a  paroxysm  of  rage,  but  died 
grief  and  remorse  which  tliis  fearful  crime  fl 
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sioned  him.     He  endeavoured  to  atone  for  it  by 
giving  sums  of  money  to  different  monasteries^  and 
received  the  tonsure  in  his  last  moments*      As 
a  legislator  he  was  superior  to  his  predecessors, 
having  with  the  assistance  of  his  nobles,  compiled 
a  code  of  laws  called  Soudebnik.     In  his  reign,  an 
English  ship,  commanded  by  Richard  Chancellor, 
on  a  voyage  of  discovery  in  the  North  Seas,  an- 
chored in  the  mouth  of  the  Dwina;   information 
of  this  circumstance  was  sent  to  Ivan,  who  ordered 
Chancellor  to  Moscow.     On  his  arrival  there  he 
was  received  with  marked  attention,  and  presented 
with  a  letter  to  carry  back  to  his  sovereign,  ex- 
pressing the  desire  of  the   Tzar  to  have  over 
English  workmen   and  artificers,  and  enter  into 
commercial  relations  with  England.     In  this  he 
was  sufficiently  successful  to  alarm  the  jealousy  of 
Gustavus  the  First.  The  fair  which  he  established 
at  Narva  was  so  glutted  with  Dutch,  English,  and 
French  goods,  that  some  of  them  were  sold  for 
less  than  the  prime  cost  in  their  respective  coun- 
tries.    Previously  to  this  reign,  the  levies  for  the 
army  had  been  raised  on  the  feudal  system.     I 
have  already  alluded  to  the  improvements  which 
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Ivan  effected  in  this  branch  of  the  goTcmment. 
He  also  contioUed  his  religious  prejudices,  and 
tolerated  the  Lutheran  Churches  of  the  German 
merchants  at  Moscow ;  but  he  never  shook  hands 
with  a  foreign  ambassador  without  washing  his 
own  immediately  after  his  visitor  had  taken  his 
leave.  With  a  character  so  strongly  marked  bj 
cruelty,  superstition,  and  caprice,  it  is  singular  to 
find  not  only  that  be  possessed  enterprise  and 
much  intelligence,  but  that  he  should  ever  have 
entertained  the  idea  of  placing  the  Scriptures  in 
the  hands  of  his  subjects  in  tbe  mother  tongue : 
he  did,  however,  order  a  trauslation  to  be  made  of 
the  Acta  and  Epistles,  and  had  it  disseminated 
over  his  dominions.  He  died  in  1584,  having 
reigned  fifty-one  years. 

Civil  and  foreign  wars  continued  with  htlle 
intermission  up  to  tbe  time  of  Michael  Komauoffi 
who  was  elected  Tzar  at  Moscow  by  tbe  Boyards 
and  proprietors  of  land  assembled  there  from  all 
parts  of  tbe  empire ;  he  was  then  only  sixteen 
years  of  age,  and  &om  liim  descended  the  present 
Imperial  family.  With  the  assistance  of  foreigs 
officers  he  greatly  improved  the  army,  and  en 
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fortresses  to  check  the  incursions  of  the  Tartars. 
He  died  in  IMS,  after  a  reign  of  thirty-two  years, 
leaving  behind  him  a  character  distinguished  for 
virtue  and  benevolence.  His  son,  Alexis,  the 
fi&ther  of  Peter  the  Great,  succeeded  him.  He 
vras  of  a  mild  and  benevolent  disposition  compared 
with  what  most  of  his  predecessors  had  been,  or 
what  his  renowned  son  was  after  him.  In  his 
reign  the  first  communications  took  place  with 
China;  and  he  established  manufactories  of  cloth, 
iron,  silk,  and  woollen  in  different  parts  of  the 
empire.  He  also  caused  various  works  on  the 
arts  and  sciences  to  be  translated  Into  Russ ;  and 
contemplated  having  a  fleet  on  the  Caspian.  Ship- 
wrights came  over  from  Holland  and  England ;  and 
a  Dutchman,  named  Butler,  built  the  "  Eagle  **  at 
Didilofi*.  She  was  the  first  ship  that  the  Russians 
had  seen  built  on  scientific  principles. 

This  sovereign  died  in  1676,  and  was  succeeded 
by  his  son,  Fcedor,  who  died  young,  in  1681. 
During  the  short  period  allotted  him  for  the  exer- 
cise of  power,  he  evinced  every  disposition  to 
carry  out  his  father's  plans  for  the  prosperity  of 
his  dominions ;  and  his  was  one  of  the  very  few 
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instances  of  a  retgn  in  which  neither  rebellions  nor 
massacres  occurred.  He  directed  his  attention  lo 
the  improvement  of  the  laws,  and  rendered  justice 
accessible  to  every  one.  To  correct  the  folly  and 
weakness  of  his  nobles  in  their  inordinate  love  of 
pedigree,  and  to  remedy  the  evils  which  it  created 
in  the  executive  of  his  government,  for  no  one 
would  take  service  of  any  kind  under  anotlier 
whose  family  he  considered  less  distinjruished  tlisn 
his  own,  he  assembled  the  nobility  and  clergy  at 
Moscow,  and  in  an  eloquent  address,  in  which  be 
laid  before  them  the  absurdity  of  such  a  custom, 
ordered  the  whole  of  their  records  and  geneal* 
o^es  to  be  brought  into  one  of  the  courts  in  the 
Kremlin,  and  burned  them  in  their  presence. 
He  was  assisted  on  this  occasion  by  the  Patri- 
arch, who  excited  the  feelings  of  the  assemblv 
to  such  a  height  that  when  he  pronounced  a 
curse  upon  those  who  might  venture  to  oppose 
the  decree,  the  ceremony  closed  with  a  general 
shout  of  approbation.  Foedor,  in  the  words  of  B 
Russian  historian,  "lived  the  joy  and  delighi 
of  his  people,  and  died  amidst  their  sighs  ud 
tears.       On  the  day  of  his  death,  Moscow  4 
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in  the  same  distress  that  Rome  was  on  the  death 
of  Titus." 

In  1689,  Peter  the  Great  was  finally  established 
on  the  throne.  The  Russians  date  their  civiliza- 
tion firom  his  reign;  but  a  slight  glance  at  the 
history  of  the  Tzars  I  have  mentioned  will  show 
that  in  many  of  the  points  on  which  the  greatness 
of  his  reputation  rests,  he  was  anticipated  by  his 
predecessors.  Dark  and  savage  as  the  history  of 
the  country  is,  an  attempt  at  public  education  had 
been  made,  religious  toleration,  and  an  anxiety  to 
promote  commerce  existed,  and  the  institution  of  a 
code  of  laws  had  already  occupied  their  attention. 
The  untimely  deaths  of  some  of  these  princes  de- 
prived Russia  of  monarchs  far  more  benevolent 
than  Peter — men  of  finer  and  more  generous  minds ; 
and,  though  not  so  ambitious,  quite  as  anxious  for 
her  welfare.  Under  their  sway,  no  such  rush  at 
improvement  would  have  been  made,  no  such  over- 
whelming infiux  of  foreigners  and  their  habits  would 
have  taken  place ;  but  if  not  so  rapidly,  at  least  as 
surely,  they  would  have  efiected  quite  as  much 
real  good.  Peter  was  courageous,  and  intelligent, 
and  possessed,  in  an  eminent  degree,  the  national 
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characteristics  of  a  persevering  mind,  and  the 
capability  of  enduring  privation  and  bodily  fatigue 
to  an  almost  incredible  extent.  His  manual  dex- 
terity was  great,  and  he  exercised  it  in  graving, 
turning,  und  carpenters'  and  shipwrights'  <ffork. 
But  though  his  industry  was  remarkable,  it  is 
utterly  impossible  he  could  have  executed  all  the 
relics  that  are  shown  at  St.  Petefsburgh  and  Mos- 
cow as  the  rniito  of  his  labour  in  his  leisure  hours ; 
to  have  made  them  he  must  have  lived  all  his  life 
at  the  lathe,  or  with  a  cliisel  in  his  hand. 

He  was  cruel,  and  not  only  delighted  in  wit- 
nessing scenes  of  blood  and  suifering,  but  actually 
took  pleasure  in  executing  the  objects  of  his 
vengeance  with  his  onn  hand;  not  once,  like  the 
"  Boar  of  Ardennes,"  but  many  times,  at  different 
periods  of  his  life.  Prinz,  the  Prussian  Ambas- 
sador, states,  that  during  the  massacre  of  the 
Strelitzes,  this  monster,  in  human  shape,  invited 
him  to  an  entertainment,  and  having  ordered 
twenty  of  these  unfortunate  wretches  into  the 
room  during  the  repast,  beheaded  them  in  his 
presence :    as  each   head  rolled  on  the   floor,  he 
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to  take  his  turn  iiv^tfais  royal  pastime.  Though 
he  did  not  actually  murder  his  son  with  his  own 
hand,  he  caused  his  death  under  circumstances 
infinitely  more  cruel  and  deliberate  thar  Ivan  the 
Terrible  did  that  of  his;  but/ so  far  from  dying 
of  grief  and  remorse,  like  that  monarch,  he  shed 
a  few  tears,  and  pursued  his  schemes  of  ambition 
without  any  further  manifestation  of  feeling. 

His  coarse  and  licentious  disposition  was  ex- 
hibited not  only  in  private,  but  in  public,  and  his 
conduct  at  the  court  of  Berlin,  as  mentioned  in 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Margravine  of  Bareith,  was, 
perhaps,  never  equalled  by  the  very  lowest  and 
most  depraved  person  of  any  age  or  nation. 
St.  Petersburgh  is  a  specimen  of  his  obsti- 
nate selfishness.  He  selected  a  spot  which  was 
known  to  be  subject  to  the  inundations  of  the 
Neva  in  west  and  south-west  winds.  The  awful 
calamity  of  1824  is  a  melancholy  proof  of  the 
&ct,  and  a  terrifying  warning  of  what  may 
occur  again.  The  expense  of  driving  piles,  and 
making  foundations  for  the  city,  nearly  equalled 
that  of  the  buildings  themselves;  and  so  many 
workmen  were  sacrificed  in  their  erection,  that  it 
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was  said  the  Tzar  built  his  capital  over  the  bodies 
of  his  subjects :  but  -what  signiiied  a  few  thousand 
lives  in  Peter's  policy  ?  Fertile  in  resources,  when 
once  hia  plans  were  matured,  the  '*  materiel "  for 
their  execution  was  soon  found,  whether  men  or 
money ;  there  was  no  check  upon  his  application 
of  either,  and  his  own  nature  was  incapable  of  the 
slightest  sentiment  of  compassion  for  those,  by 
whose  exertions  his  ambitious  plans  were  to  be 
carried  into  effect.  He  legislated  for  posterity  on 
the  worst  system  of  tyranny  that  he  could  have 
adopted — a  military  one, — and  left  no  code  of  laws 
established  on  the  broad  principles  of  justice,  nor 
a  gleam  of  freedom  for  Ids  people.  He  could  not, 
however  great,  have  perfected  either  of  these, 
but  his  mind  never  conceived  them.  Though 
he  travelled  in  England  and  Holland,  he  thought 
only  of  their  navies,  and  wholly  overlooked  those 
great  principles  in  their  governments,  by  which 
he  might  have  ameliorated  the  condition  and  in- 
creased the  happiness  of  his  subjects. 

Trial  by  jury  appears  never  to  have  attracted 
his  attention,  Peter,  it  is  true,  reigned  over  a 
nation  of  serfs,  so  did  Alfred,  and  in  the  ninth, 
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instead  of  the  eighteenth  century.  The  Tzar 
was  anxious  to  stand  for  something  in  the  '^  ba^ 
lance  of  Europe/'  as  the  modem  phrase  goes,  and 
he  did  so,  with  the  assistance  of  his  foreign  officers, 
by  dint  of  drill  and  superiority  of  numbers.  Most 
of  his  schemes  of  aggrandizement  were  undertaken 
for  the  gratification  of  his  own  vanity,  and  a  care- 
ful scrutiny  of  his  character  must  end  in  the  con- 
viction that,  though  intelligent  and  enterprising, 
and  possessed  of  considerable  acquirement,  he 
was  a  great  barbarian.  His  countrywoman,  the 
Princess  Daschkoff  remarks,  that  Peter's  great- 
ness is  attributed  to  him  by  foreigners,  in  conse- 
quence of  his  having  efiected  every  thing  with 
their  assistance,  and  gives,  in  many  respects,  a  just 
view  of  his  character  :— 

''  Before  the  birth  of  this  monarch,  Russia  had 
made  great  conquests;  Kazan,  Astrakan,  and 
Siberia,  as  well  as  the  rich  and  warlike  nation, 
known  under  the  title  of  the  Golden  Horde,  had 
submitted  to  our  arms ;  and  long  before  any  of  his 
ancestors  had  been  called  to  fill  the  throne,  the 
arts  had  taken  refuge,  and  were  cherished  in 
Russia.    I  am  ready  to  acknowledge  the  merits 
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of  this  extraordinary  man  j  he  had  geniuB,  activity, 
and  an  unfeigned  zeal  to  promote  the  improve- 
ment of  his  country ;  Tjut  how  were  these  qualities 
overwhelmed  by  his  total  want  of  education,  and 
the  tyranny  of  his  outrageous  passions !  Cruel 
and  brutal,  he  treated  all  without  distinction,  who 
were  subject  to  his  sway,  as  slaves  who  were  born 
to  suffer.  Had  he  possessed  the  mind  of  a  great 
legislator,  he  would  have  pemutted  the  example 
of  other  nations,  the  effect  of  commerce,  and  the 
sure  reform  of  time,  to  have  had  their  united 
weight  in  bringing  about  those  improvements, 
which  he,  with  violence,  introduced;  or  had  he 
known  how  to  estimate  the  noble  and  respectable 
quahties  of  our  ancestors,  he  would  never  have 
sought  to  efface  the  originality  of  their  character, 
by  the  impress  of  foreign  habits  and  manners, 
which  he  prized  so  much  above  our  ovm.  With 
regard  to  laws,  tliis  monarch,  after  setting  aside 
the  code  of  his  forefathers,  so  often  changed  bis 
own,  with  no  other  view,  sometimes,  ad  it  would 
seem,  than  to  assert  his  right  of  doing  so  at  plea- 
sure, that  they  soon  ceased  to  inspire  reverence, 
and   consequentlj    lost   half  their  power.      The 
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nobility,  as  well  as  the  slaves,  were  equally  the  vie- 
tims  of  his  innovating  frenzy ;  the  one  he  deprived 
of  their  conservative  tribunal,  their  only  appeal  in 
cases  of  oppression,  and  the  other  of  all  their  pri- 
vileges. And  for  what  ?  to  clear  the  way  for  the 
introduction  of  a  military  despotism,  of  all  forms  of 
government,  the  one  most  hateful  and  pernicious. 
The  vain-glorious  aiming  at  the  fame  of  a  creator, 
hastened  the  building  of  Petersburgh,  by  circum- 
stances so  little  mingled  with  mercy,  that  thou- 
sands of  workmen  oerished  in  the  marshes.  One 
of  his  edifices,  indeed,  of  great  labour  and  ex- 
pense, might  have  been  spared,  had  it  not  been 
wanting  to  the  glory  at  which  the  founder  of  the 
dty  aspired,  and  that  is  un  admiralty  and  dock- 
yards on  the  banks  of  a  river,  which  no  labour 
could  render  navigable  for  ships  of  war,  or  even 
for  merchant  vessels  with  the  most  moderate 
cargoes." 


CHAPTEH  XV. 


Death  of  Peter  the  fireit— CithCTino— PelW  IL— Elimbf 
111. — Cathsriua  the  Qnat — P>ul—Alexuiiist. 


The  death  of  Peter  the  Great,  principally  owing  to 
the  diseases  which  he  had  contracted  by  excessive 
debauchery,  took  place  in  1725,  at  the  age  of  fifty- 
two  years.  How  far  his  attempts  at  improvement 
affected  the  characters,  not  only  of  his  countrymen, 
but  of  his  own  descendants,  will  be  seen  in  the 
conduct  of  succeeding  sovereigns,  which  presents 
a  collection  of  horrible  and  infamous  crimes,  that 
his  predecessors,  witli  all  theirwant  of  civilization, 
had  scarcely  exceeded.  Catherine,  who  survived 
him  only  two  years,  is  said  to  have  been  poisoned 
by  MentchikofT;    others  state   that   she   had   an 
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extraordinary  habit  of  passing  her  nights  in  a 
sledge  in  the  open  air,  and  gave  herself  up  to 
intoxication,  which,  no  doubt,  contributed  to  cause 
her  premature  death,  at  the  age  of  thirty-eight 
years.  The  reduction  of  the  capitation  tax  was 
the  most  popular  act  of  her  short  reign ;  she  also 
established  an  Academy  of  Sciences,  and  Delisle, 
Baer,  and  the  Bemouillis  were  amongst  its  most 
distinguished  members.  Peter,  the  son  of  Alexis, 
and  grandson  of  Peter  the  Great,  (by  his  first 
wife,  Eudoxia),  who  succeeded  the  late  Empress, 
died  of  the  small  pox,  at  the  age  of  fifteen.  In 
him  the  male  line  of  the  Romanoffit  became  ex- 
tinct ;  his  intellect  was  good,  and,  what  was  more 
to  the  purpose,  his  heart  also ;  and,  though  so 
young,  he  gave  great  promise  of  being  an  honour 
and  a  blessing  to  his  country.  On  his  accession 
to  the  throne,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  his  sister, 
in  the  following  words  : — "  It  hairing  pleased  God 
to  call  me,  in  my  tender  youth,  to  be  the  Emperor 
of  all  Russia,  my  principal  care  shall  be  to  acquire 
the  reputation  of  a  good  sovereign  by  governing 
my  people  in  righteousness,  and  in  the  fear  of 
God ;   by  hearkening  to  the  complaints  of  the 
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poor  and  the  distressed,  and  granting  them  relief; 
and,  after  the  laudable  example  of  Vespasian, 
letting  no  man  go  sorrowfully  from  me." 

Anne,  duchess  of  Courland,  who  followed  this 
youthful  sovereign,  was  the  daughter  of  Ivan, 
half-brother  of  Peter  the  Great,  and  died  in  1740, 
after  a  reign  of  ten  years.  She  exerted  herself 
in  advancing  the  interests  of  commerce,  and  esta- 
blished several  woollen  and  silk  manufactories. 

Ivan,  the  infant  son  of  the  Prince  and  Princess 
of  Brunswick,  was  named  as  her  successor;  but 
Elizabeth,  the  daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  formed 
a  party  against  him  and  hia  parents,  and  succeeded 
in  placing  herselT  on  the  throne.  The  young 
prince  was  confined  in  the  monaster)  of  Oranien- 
biu^,  and  his  father  and  mother  were  imprisoned 
at  Kolmogory,  where  Anne  died  in  childbed,  in 
1746,  a  prey  to  grief  at  being  separated  from  her 
son.  Her  husband  died  also  in  prison,  in  1780. 
Ivan,  who  had  sunk  into  a  state  of  idiotcy,  after 
having  been  removed  to  different  monasteries,  was 
at  length  murdered  at  the  castle  of  Schlusselhurg ; 
and,  though  there  is  no  positive  proof,  it  is  strongly 
suspected  that  Catherine  II.  sanctioned  his  assos- 
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sination.  Elizabeth  was  a  most  profound  hypo- 
crite ;  for  while  she  abolished  capital  punishmentSi 
and  pretended)  from  feelings  of  himianity,  to  de- 
plore the  miseries  of  war,  and  weep  over  the  vic- 
tories gained  by  her  own  troops,  she  established 
a  political  inquisitioni  and  inflicted  the  most  ex- 
quisite tortures  on  persons  arrested  on  mere  sus- 
picion :  many  died  under  the  knout.  She  however 
endowed  an  University  and  two  Oymnasiums  at 
Moscow ;  her  taste  for  architecture  greatly  con- 
tributed to  embellish  St.  Petersburgh,  and  she  in- 
stituted the  Academy  for  painting  and  sculpture  in 
that  capital.  This  Empress,  a  second  Messalina, 
accelerated  her  death  by  her  profligacy  and  licen- 
tious conduct ;  her  fear  of  assassination  was  so 
great,  that,  independently  of  the  guards  stationed 
near  her  room,  a  man,  who  had  originally  been  a 
tailor,  slept  at  the  foot  of  her  bed  for  twenty-two 
years  :  she  died  in  1761. 

Peter  III.,  her  nephew,  the  son  of  her  sister 
Anne  and  the  Duke  of  Holstein,  succeeded  her. 
His  short  career  as  a  sovereign  was  characterized, 
in  the  early  part  of  it,  by  generous  and  judicious 
actions.     He  recalled  Munich,  Biren,  and  others, 
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with  upwards  of  sixteen  thousand  exiles,  &om 
Siberia ;  suppressed  a  kind  of  star-chamber,  which 
had  been  established  by  Alexis ;  formed  a  police ; 
reduced  the  duties  in  Livonia  :  instituted  a  loan- 
bank,  and  exerted  himself  to  improve  the  adminis- 
tration of  justice  throughout  the  empire.  He 
renounced  the  ancient  right  of  obliging  the  nobi- 
lity to  bear  arms  at  the  pleasure  of  the  sovereifs, 
and  allowed  them  to  travel  in  foreign  countries 
without  hindrance ;  l^ut  a  neglected  education} 
and  great  vacillation  of  mind,  prevailed  over  better 
impulses,  and  his  conduct  to  the  Empress  Cathe- 
rine excited  her  to  form  those  intrigues  which 
cost  him,  in  less  than  two  years,  his  throne  and 
his  life.  He  was  murdered  by  Alexis  Orlofl^ 
Tepelhofi*  and  Baratinski,  in  the  prison  of  Ropscha. 
When  it  was  reported  at  Court  that  the  Emperoi 
was  ill,  Catherine  pretended  extreme  anxiety  fiw 
his  recovery,  and  desired  her  physician  to  attend 
him  without  delay:  he  hurried  to  Ropscha,  and 
found  him  dead.  Ketuming  to  his  imperial  mis- 
tress, he  informed  lier  of  the  fact,  when  she  in- 
quired of  what  disease  the  Emperor  had  died. 
The  doctor  silently  drew  his  handkerchief  | 
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his  pocket,  and  twisting  it  several  times,  said, 
''Like  that;  like  that.** 

Catherine  the  Great  was  married,  and  intro- 
daced  to  this  profligate  court  at  the  age  of  sixteen. 
This  appears  to  have  had  its  full  effect  upon  her 
subsequent  conduct,  and  fifteen  lovers  were  said 
to  have  shared  her  favours.  Some  authors  accuse 
her  of  having  connived  at  her  husband's  death; 
but  this  is  contradicted  by  others.  Her  great 
talents  must  be  universally  acknowledged;  btu 
though  her  energies  were  displayed  principally  in 
carrying  out  her  schemes  of  foreign  conquest,  she 
by  no  means  neglected  the  interior  economy  of 
her  empire.  Her  views  on  all  subjects  were  far 
more  enlarged  than  those  of  her  predecessors,  and 
upwards  of  six  thousand  children  were  educated 
at  St.  Petersburgh  at  the  public  expense.  The 
jurisprudence  of  the  country  was  in  a  most  con- 
fused state,  to  remedy  which  she  assembled  the 
nobility  and  deputies  from  all  parts  of  the  Empire 
at  Moscow,  and  explained  to  them  her  opinions 
as  to  the  best  method  of  carrying  some  improve- 
ments into  execution.  One  of  the  principal  points 
discussed  during  these  debates  was  the  emancipa- 
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tion  of  the  ser£s,  to  which  Count  Cheremetieff,  thu 
richest  landed  proprietor  in  Russia,  declared  him- 
self favourable;  but  he  met  with  such  strong 
opposition  from  the  rest  of  the  nobilit)',  that  the 
meeting  separated  without  coming  to  any  decision, 
and  the  project  for  the  new  code  failed  entirely. 

The  Samoicdcs,  natives  of  the  shores  of  the 
White  Sea,  distinguished  themselves  on  this  occa- 
sion by  their  honest  simplid^.  "  We  want  no 
new  code,"  said  they,  "but  make  laws  for  oui 
neighbours  the  Russians,  that  will  stop  theit  de- 
predations." 

The  empress  invited  literary  and  scientific  men 
to  her  court ;  and  Pallas,  £ulcr,  and  Gmeltn.  were 
employed  in  siu-veying  her  territories  and  de- 
HCtibing  their  various  characteristics.  Catherine 
was  also  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  philosophy  of 
tlic  French  school,  and  requested  d'Alembert  lo 
undertake  the  education  of  her  grandson,  the 
Grand  Duke  Alexander,  which  fortunately  for  tbc 
young  prince,  be  dccEned ;  she  also  corresponded 
with  Voltaire.  Her  toleration,  therefore,  appean 
to  have  arisen  from  complete  iudiiFerence  to  reli- 
gion, rather  than  from  a  feehngof  Christian  li 
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kvolence.     She  confirmed,  however,  the  abolition  of 
p&e  secret  atate  inquisition,  and  hy  dividing  the 
rcoUege  of  the  empire  into  separate  departments, 
l>&cilitated  the  despatch  of  business,  and  rendered 
f  the  administration  in  each  more  efficient.     With 
[  a  view  to  repress  the  corruption  vphich  prevailed 
[  both  in  courts  of  justice  and  other  public  offices, 
E'llie  raised  the  salaries  of  the  employes ;  monopolies, 
t'irbich  were  in  the  hands  of  companies,  individuals, 
nd  even  of  the  crown,  were  put  down,  and  she 
tncouraged   trade   in    many   articles   which    bad 
liitherto  borne  a  prohibitive  duty.     Many  of  the 
taxes  were  reduced.     Persons  ser\-ing  the  govern- 
ment for  two  years  without  pay  were  declared  free ; 
B|Uid  no  landed  proprietor  was  penoitted  to  send 
Hliis  serfs  to  bis  mines  in  Siberia,  nor  to  any  distant 
Hjpart  of  the  empire,  but  for  agricultural  purposes. 
BSer  magnificence  and  lavish  expenditure  of  the 
"  public  revenues  in  the  ceremonies,  pageants,  and 
entertainments  of  her  court  were,  however,  car- 
ried to  a  pitch  of  extravagance  even  greater  than 
EX  of  Elizabeth;  and  upwards  of  £40,000,000 
re  tlirown  away  upon  her  favourites, 
rhough  Catherine's  reign  was  marked  by  many 


acts  of  severity  and  injustice,  she  did  more  for  the 
civilization  of  Russia  than  any  of  her  predeces- 
sors. This  extraordinary  woman  died  of  an  apo- 
plectic stroke  on  the  9th  of  November,  1796,  in 
the  sixty-eighth  year  of  her  age,  and  thirty-fifth 
of  her  reign.  She  was  succeeded  by  her  son 
Paul,  the  first  act  of  whose  reign  was  to  order  the 
exhumation  of  his  father's  body,  which  he  re-in- 
terred tvith  that  of  the  deceased  empress,  and 
made  the  assassins  Orlofi*  and  Baratinski  act  as 
chief  mourners. 

The  character  of  Paul  was  a  compound  of  bru- 
tality, tyranny,  generosity,  and  insani^.  On  one 
occasion,  he  struck  a  nobleman,  saying,  "  the 
salutation  by  the  hand  of  me  Paul."  The  roads 
were  crowded  by  the  sledges  and  kibitkas  of  those 
whom  he  had  condemned  to  exile  in  Siberia ;  yet 
he  founded  hospitals  for  his  soldiers,  relieved  the 
distresses  of  many  by  pensions,  and  liberated  Ko- 
siusko  and  several  of  his  countrymen  who  had 
been  imprisoned  for  tbeir  noble  efforts  in  defence 
of  their  liberties.  The  extremes  of  his  conduct 
made  him  contemptible  in  the  eyes  of  the  nobility, 
and  a  few  of  them,  specially  instigated  by  the 
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Coant  Fahleiii  assassinated  him  in  the  palace  of 
St«  Michael  on  the  night  of  the  22nd  of  March, 
1801  •  The  circumstances  of  his  death  were  pecu- 
liarly horrible.  The  wretched  monarch  taken  by 
surprize  in  the  dead  of  night,  with  his  only  sentry 
murdered  at  his  bed-room  door,  firmly  refused  the 
demand  of  the  conspirators,  to  abdicate  in  favour 
of  his  son ;  at  last,  after  some  parley,  one  of  them 
suddenly  threw  him  on  his  knees,  when  Benningsen 
seeing  that  by  this  act  they  were  too  deeply  involved 
to  recede,  gave  the  signal  for  despatching  him. 
The  JSmperor  defended  himself  to  the  last,  and  in 
the  confusion  which  then  took  place,  as  they  all 
assailed  him,  the  lamp  was  extinguisdied.  Ben- 
ningsen left  the  room  to  fetch  a  light,  and  on  his 
return  a  few  minutes  after,  for  it  was  some  time 
before  he  could  obtain  one,  found  that  all  was 
over.  The  body  was  treated  with  every  kind  of 
savage  indignity — a  good  proof  of  the  high  state 
of  refinement  and  civilization  that  class  of  society 
had  attained  to  which  the  conspirators  belonged. 
The  body  of  Paul  was  scarcely  cold  before  the 
congratulations  of  the  nobility  were  presented  to 
Alexander,  who  had  been  thus  unexpectedly  and 
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fearfully  placed  on  his  father's  throne.  The  new 
Emperor  possessed  a  character  becoming  bis  ex- 
alted rank.  His  disposition  was  kind  and  gene- 
rous, his  manners  mild  and  amiable,  and  his 
moderation  prevented  him  from  ever  abusing  his 
unlimited  power.  His  talents  were  good,  though 
not  brilliant,  and  bis  greatness  of  mind  was  never 
fully  developed  till  the  invasion  of  his  countrr 
by  the  French.  Tiijs  aroused  all  his  energies, 
and  exhibited  him  to  the  world  conducting  hint- 
self  with  consummate  discretion  and  unflinching 
steadiness  in  that  alarming  crisis.  Alexander 
never  possessed  the  inurdinate  passion  for  conquest 
and  military  glory  which  former  sovereigns  had  in- 
dulged to  such  an  excessive  degree  ;  and  in  cou- 
jirming  to  Poland  a  constitution  in  which  were 
included  the  privileges  of  legislation,  representa- 
tion of  the  people,  and  the  right  of  imposing  their 
own  taxes,  he  evinced  a  liberality  of  feeling  that 
never  even  entered  the  imaginations  of  hia  pre- 
decessors. 

He  made  some  judicious  improvements  in  tbiG 
government  of  his  own  country,  and  the  wktw 
that  prohibited  the  confiscation  of  hereditary  B 
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pertj  in  the  case  of  all  criminalsi  whether  noble 
or  not,  was  an  extension  of  the  principles  of  jus- 
tice which  had  hitherto  been  limited  to  the  former 
class.  Under  the  influence  of  the  Empress  mo- 
ther and  his  wife,  the  extravagancCi  love  of  dis- 
play, and  licentiousness  of  the  court  were  mate- 
rially repressed. 

The  Emperor  died  on  his  tour  through  Southern 
Russia  in  a  mean  and  wretchedly  furnished  house 
near  Taganrog.  The  last  few  months  of  his  life  were 
embittered  by  the  state  of  aflairs  in  Poland,  and 
defection  in  the  fifth  corps  of  the  army.  Alexan- 
der left  a  noble  example,  not  only  to  his  country 
but  to  his  class.  When  the  news  of  his  death 
spread  over  his  vast  dominions,  he  was  universally 
deplored;  and  the  murmur  of  regret  in  other 
countries  responded  to  the  grief  of  Russia.  A 
singular  circumstance  was  related  to  me  as  having 
occurred  to  him  a  short  time  before  his  death, 
when  visiting  a  lunatic  asylum  in  the  south  of 
Russia.  In  the  course  of  his  walk  round  the 
establishment,  he  addressed  a  few  words  to  several 
of  the  unhappy  inmates.  **  Do  you  know  me  ?  ** 
said  hp  to  one  of  them.     "Know  you?"  replied 
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l)ie  maniac ;  "  bow  U  it  pos^btc  not  to  knoir  a 
mail  who  murdered  his  father  "i "  The  Kmporor 
noticed  the  reply  only  by  the  melancholy  that 
passed  over  his  countenance.  He  whose  life  had 
been  a  denial  to  the  foul  insinuation  felt  pained 
that  even  one  bereft  of  reason  should  allude  to  it, 
Alexander's  energy  and  good  qualities  have  been 
generally  received  as  characteristic  of  the  nation. 
and  have  been  arrogated  by  the  Russians  to  them- 
selves. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Acoeasion  of  NicholM— Military  mania — The  Imperial  nursery — Gene> 
ral  Lamarqnfr— Extent  of  ciTilization — AdminiBtiation  of  the  la^ra — 
Polioe-^aBtom»— A  living  mammy— An  expoe^— The  secret  po- 
lice. 

The  accession  of  Nicholas,  in  December,  1825, 
was  marked  by  an  imurrection  in  the  guards  and 
fifth  corps  of  the  army,  which  was  put  down  by 
the  Emperor  with  extraordinary  firmness  and 
courage.  Several  of  the  nobility  were  concerned 
in  this  attempt  at  revolution ;  amongst  those 
detected  were  the  Counts  Orloff  and  the  Prince 
Volkonsky.  The  ramifications  of  this  plot  were 
far  greater  than  were  suspected  at  the  time ;  and 
if  nothing  had  occurred  to  excite  the  parties  to 
premature  action,  its  results  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability,  have  been  very  different. 
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All  liberal  ideas  of  government  died  with  Alex- 
ander :  it  is  now,  to  tlie  letter,  absolute  and  militaiy 
— two  characteristics  aufEciently  appalling;  but  tiie 
latter  is  the  most  blighting  in  its  effects.  In  this 
respect  the  present  Emperor  has  shown  the  same 
fatal  predilection  as  Peter  the  Great.  Military  des- 
potism, which  he  first  systematized  in  this  countrj, 
has  been  more  or  less  the  prevailing  feature  of 
its  government  under  succeeding  monarchs  ;  and 
peculiarly  falls  in  with  the  taste  of  Nicholas.  At 
a  late  Inspection  of  one  of  the  military  colonies  he 
exercised  a  regiment  consisting  of  six  hundred  boys 
— the  colonel  being  only  eleven  years  of  age  ;  and 
theyare  said  to  have  gone  through  their  manoeuvres 
with  all  the  precision  of  old  soldiers.  The  lavish 
expenditure  in  reviews,  from  wliich  no  benefit  is 
derived,  and  which  take  place  merely  to  gratify 
his  extraordinary  passion  for  playing  at  soldiers, 
is  perfectly  absurd. 

The  garrison  of  the  capital  amounts  to  one-fifth 
of  the  population.  Such  is  the  military  tone  and 
organization  given  to  and  spread  over  the  social 
system  of  the  country,  and  every  branch  of  the 
government,  that  the  rank  and  privileges  of  the 
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nobility;  foundling  hospitals  and  education ;  litera- 
ture, civil  law,  physic,  and  the  navy  are  all  mo- 
delled, and  the  aspirants  to,  or  students  in  either, 
are  drilled  after  the  most  approved  system  of 
military  discipline.  Even  the  little  Grand  Dukes 
and  Grand  Duchesses  are  surrounded  by  the  in- 
signia of  modem  warfare ;  and  their  nursery  has 
all  the  appearance  of  an  arsenal  in  miniature. 

Let  the  civilization  which  this  system  induces 
be  considered  with  regard  to  its  extent,  and  the 
proportions  in  which  the  different  classes  of  the 
population  are  affected  by  it.  The  *^  Journal  des 
Debits,"  of  the  year  1830,  gives  the  following 
statistical  account  of  the  Russian  population. 


0/  both  sexes. 

Nobles 

... 

580,000 

Clergy      . 

.                . 

400,000 

Merchants 

•                •                . 

300,000 

Tradesmen 

•                • 

1,000,000 

Cultivators, 

exempt  from  capitation 

^,600,000 

Cossacks   . 

.                • 

2,800,000 

Serfs 

•                • 

34,000,000 

Employes 

•                • 

120,000 

General  Lamarque  observes,  that "  these  calculs- 
tions  are  of  great  value  ;  for  they  prove  that  for  a 
long  time  to  come,  lliere  can  only  be  des  revolu- 
tions de  palus  in  Russia,  or  an  insurrection  like 
that  of  the  negroes  in  St.  Domingo.  This  civili- 
zation, the  progress  of  which  they  boast  so  much, 
is  not  very  advanced  in  a  country  so  vast  as 
Russia,  which  contains  only  three  hundred 
thousand  merehants.  Let  time  take  its  coune, 
the  Russians  are  encore  au  temps  de  Louis  le 
Oros." 

The  following  more  correct  and  recent  statement 
is  taken  from  Krusenstem's  Precis  du  Systomedes 
Progres  et  de  I'Elal  de  I'lnstruction  Publique  ob 
Russie,  published   by  authority  at  Wanaw^H 
1837,  "rediges  d'apres  des  documens  officiel* 
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Of  both  Sexes. 

Nobles 

•                f 

225,000 

Clergy      . 

•                • 

480,000 

Merchants 

•                • 

200,000 

Shopkeepers  and  artisans 

5,000,000 

Servants 

•                ■                « 

8,000,000 

Soldiers    . 

■                • 

1,200,000 

Serfs^  or  peasants 

42,000,000 

Employesi 

civil  and  military    . 

750,000 

52,855,000 

By  the  Government  census  of  1836^  which 
appeared  in  the  Government  newspapers,  there 
were. 

Males.  Females. 

Priests    of   the   Greek 
reUgion    .        .        .         254,057         240,748 

Priests  of  other  religions  1 9,848  1 4,724 

Nobility,  hereditary  and 
by  service         .        .         650,700         565,145 

Merchants,  shopkeepers, 
and  artisans     .         .       1,647,103       1,628,778 
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POFCLATION. 

^ 

1 

MftlCB. 

'•U 

Serfs  of  the  Crown, 

and 

^M 

NobUity  . 

,     21,845,121 

22,981  ,«^ 

Military  colonies . 

950,698 

981,467 

Poland         .         . 

.       2,077,311 

2,110,911 

Finland 

663.658 

708,484 

Russian     Colonies 

in 

America  . 

30,761 

30,898 

27,939,257 

29,271^^ 

Females 

.     29,271,016 

■ 

57,210,273 

Calmucks  and    Trans- 

^^^^H 

Caucasianprovinces.&c.   1,885,994 

^^^^^t 

Foreigners 

37,329 

^ 

59,133,596 

The  army  is  not 

included  ill  this 

censua,^^^! 

even  aDuded  to :  the 

Russian  Government  caiefiillT 

avoid  giving  any  statistics  on  this  subje 

ct,  save  and 

■                except  those  which 

they  are  anxious 
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ilieved.  The  numbers  of  the  Calraucks,  Kir- 
ghizes, aad  other  hordes,  can  only  be  guessed  at. 
It  will  be  seen  that  there  is  a  difference  of  nearly 
six  millions  in  thi:  two  latter  statements,  both 
bearing  the  stamp  of  official  authority.  From  all 
I  heard,  the  last  is  the  most  correct  document  of 
the  kind  that  has  been  published  in  Russia.  The 
Prince  G.  and  others  of  high  rank,  who  were  likely 
to  be  able  to  give  the  most  correct  information  on 
the  subject,  always  assured  me  that  there  were 
forty-five  millions  of  serfs.  These  figures  show  how 
very  small  that  portion  of  tlie  population  is  who  are 
even  partially  civilized.  The  nobility  and  employes 
are  all  that  would  he  thought  so,  even  by  a  R.us- 
■um ;  but  let  us  add  to  this  the  clergy  and  the 
native  merchants,  and  what  ia  their  proportion  to 
the  forty-five  millions  who  scarcely  know  which  to 
think  the  greatest,  God  or  the  Emperor  ?  If  a 
asked,  "  Does  it  rain? "  he  answers,  "  God 

id  the  Emperor  know !"  With  a  mere  state- 
ment of  numbers,  therefore,  the  question  of  extent 
may  he  dismissed ;  and  having  considered  the  rise 
and  progress  of  civilization  in  Russia,  I  will  now 
examine  the  nature  of  it,  and  trace  its  effects  upon 
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the  natioBBJ  character.  However  brilliant  the 
career  of  that  country  may  have  been  since  the  time 
of  Peter  the  Great  in  her  foreign  policy,  she  has 
done  but  little  in  the  great  work  of  improving  the 
people.  Since  his  day  the  tide  of  absolute  power 
has  rolled  on  with  little  more  to  modify  it  than 
an  increasing  mass  of  undigested  Ukases.  No  one 
can  with  truth  assert  that  many  of  these  decrees 
are  not  framed  in  a  spirit  of  benevolence ;  they  are 
so,  but  any  of  them  can  be  abrogated  in  a  moment 
at  the  Emperor's  pleasure. 

The  name  of  Alexander  will  always  be  venerated 
as  having  abolished  torture;  and  that  sovereign 
and  the  present  Emperor  have  shown  the  noblest 
trails  of  generosity,  and  a  strict  sense  of  justice, 
on  occasioQS  where  an  injured  individual  has 
obtained  access  to  them,  and  laid  his  case  under 
the  Imperial  eye.  But  how  few  to  whom  this  can 
happen,  in  comparison  vnth  the  numbers  who 
suffer  in  the  distant  parts  of  the  empire,  where 
his  most  vigilant  glance  can  never  penetrate ! 
It  is  a  physical  impossibility  that  one  man  should 
see  justice  done  to  milHons,  and  it  is  a  moral  one 
that  it  should  be  done  by  those  who,  in  the  admi- 
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nistration  of  the  laws,  are  notorious  for  the 
venality  of  their  conduct.  The  law  is  in  fact 
only  open  to  the  nobility.  A  merchant  will 
scarcely  dare  to  sue  one  of  that  class  for  debt,  and 
any  one  wearing  the  Imperial  uniform, 
as  they  please  with  the  most  perfect  im- 
inity.  On  their  estates  a  serf  has  no  hope  of 
Not  that  there  are  no  written  laws  for 
protection ;  but  they  are  a  dead  letter  to  him : 
he  is,  in  many  cases,  ignorant  of  their  very  exist- 
ence ;  and  his  master's  power  over  his  person 
prevents  him  from  having  recourse  to  them. 
The  laws,  therefore,  are  only  acted  upon  when 
a  proprietor  has  justice  or  generosity  enough  to 
observe  them,  I  saw  an  instance  in  which  a  &ee 
iervant  being  anxious  to  obtain  redress  from 
master,  brought  a  policeman  to  enforce  her 
imand.  Before  entering  the  house,  however,  a 
short  colloquy  took  place.  "Is  he  a  noble?" 
inquired  the  man  in  green  ;  "for,  if  he  is,  I  can 
do  nothing  for  you !"  but  the  servant  knew  he 
was  a  foreigner,  or  she  would  never  have  thought 
of  applying  to  the  police. 

The  wheels  within   wheels  of   the   executive 
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are  multitudinous,  and  clogged  witb  corruptioD. 
Amongst  the  great,  those  who  live  by  it,  and  they 
are  legion,  are  said  invariably  to  have  foiled  Uie 
Emperor's  plans  for  efTecting  a  salutary'  reform  in 
the  different  departments  of  the  goTemtnent.  The 
state  of  the  police  is  such,  that  no  one,  unless  be 
is  a  noble,  tbiuks  of  applying  for  assistance.  When 
a  person  Is  robbed,  he  quietly  puts  up  with  his 
loss  1  for  if  the  tliief  has  any  thing  in  bis  purse,  be 
is  certain  to  get  off;  this  is  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  police  masters  in  Russia  make  large  f<»- 
tunes  upon  such  small  salaries. 

A  few  years  ago  an  officei 
quartered  at  Odessa,  reaped  a  fine  harvest,  by  M 
ing  out  the  men  of  his  company  eveiy  now  atu) 
then  to  rob ;  but  it  was  done  in  such  a  clunwy 
way,  that  at  last  it  became  too  flagrant,  and  the 
gang  was  broken  up.  In  the  numerous  robberies 
which  took  place  during  my  slay  in  that  town,  {for 
almost  all  my  acquaintance  were  plundered  in  the 
course  of  the  winter,)  the  only  delinquent  detected, 
that  I  heard  of,  was  a  rogue  who  had  the  impu- 
dence to  filch  the  Countess  W 's  boa  in, 

ante-room  of  the  Exchange.  It  must  not,  ho« 
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be  supposed  that  dereliction  of  duty  is  peculiar 
to  the  lower  classes  of  the  employes ;  the  heads 
of  offices  often  indulge  in  it  on  a  handsome  scale, 
though  their  station  in  life  ought  to  place  them 
above  suspicion. 

The  taiiff  is  so  high,  that  contraband  trade  is 
carried  on  to  a  great  extent  on  the  Finland 
frontier  and  in  St.  Petersburgh,  so  much  so,  that 
a  merchant  in  that  city  can  occasionally  uSbrd  to 
undersell  those  of  Odessa.  In  the  customs  cor- 
ruption may  be  said  to  originate  with  the  minister 
himself:  he  gives  permission  to  his  friends,  (pos- 
sibly for  a  consideration,)  to  pass  large  quantities 
of  goods  mthout  paying  a  fraction  of  duty;  in 
this  case  the  boxes  are  sealed  at  the  house  of  the 

favoured    party.      The    Countess    D ,  when 

at  Odessa,  received  a  "carte  blanche"  to  pass  ten 
thousand  roubles  worth  of  goods,  but  the  fair 
smuggler,  in  an  absent  iii,  turned  the  one  into  a 
two;  the  circumstance  was  discovered,  and  the 
practice  has  been  almost  discontinued.  Rank, 
however,  if  unaccompanied  or  unsupported  by 
official  power,  is  no  great  protection  at  the  bar- 
rier, where  scenes  droll  enough  often  take  place. 
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One  of  the  thousajid  and  odd  Prince  Gargarios 
once  droTe  up  there  on  his  route  to  Nicolaieff,  and 
being  well  known  to  the  "  douanieis"  as  a  person 
of  spare  figure,  they  were  not  a  little  surprised  to 
find  him,  on  that  day,  of  very  portly  dimeasions. 
Their  suspicions  were  very  naturally  excited,  and 
being  inWted  into  the  office,  he  was  desired  to 
declare  upon  his  honour,  (a  man  of  no  rank  n.'ould 
have  been  half  stripped  at  once,)  that  he  had 
nothing  contraband  about  hiia ;  "What!"  said 
the  noble  delinquent,  "a  prince  give  his  word  of 
honour  to  a  '  douanier ' — never ! "  Persisting  in 
this,  he  was  searched,  and  his  aldermanic  figure 
was  accounted  for  by  the  discovery  of  Large  quan- 
tities of  cloth,  cambric,  and  brocade,  rolled  rouiid 
his  body.  The  Uving  mummy  was  soon  unwound, 
and  being  reduced  to  his  natural  size,  was  rt* 
placed  in  his  carriage  with  his  blood  up  to  60 
of  Reaumur. 

Some  young  Poles  appeared  here  one  day  on 
a  drosky,  enveloped  in  large  'shoobs;'  but  as  it  wu 
in  the  ivinter  season,  this  did  not  attract  attention, 
and  leaving  their  vehicles,  as  usual,  for  the  officer* 
to  search,  they  passed  through  the  gate  on  fooL 
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They  had,  however,  scarcely  proceeded  fifty  yards 
from  the  sentry,  when  the  string  that  supported 
le  loaves  of  sugar,  which  they  had  fastened 
lund  their  waists,  gave  way,  and  it  fell  to  the 
ground;  of  course,  they  and  their  sugar  were 
immediately  secured. 

It  would  be  highly  unjust  to  say  that  there 
ist  no  exceptions  to  the  venality  which  so 
generally  characterizes  the  Russian  employe. 
Amongst  these,  the  following  is  a  remarkable 
instance,  though  it  proves,  at  the  same  time,  the 
tremendous  extent  to  which  the  custom  of  offer- 
ing and  receiving  bribes  has  reached,  Magnitzky, 
one  of  Alexander's  ministers,  was  oiFered  two 
millions  of  roubles  from  the  directors  of  a  brandy 
distillery  to  defeat  some  object  connected  with  the 
enue ;  he  refused  it  saying,  "  No,  I  am  engaged 
the  Emperor;" — a  bright  trait  in  a  country 
where  it  would  have  been  thought  no  disgrace  to 
take  it.  Tlus  gentleman  was  afterwards  made 
governor  of  a  province,  where  every  species  of 
and  disorder  prevailed,  and  he  speedily 
:ed  it  in  a  state  of  calm  and  security — he  is 
a  decrepid  old  man   in   exile  at   Cherson, 
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living  in  a  wretched  garret  with  scarcely  enough 
clothes  to  cover  him.     His  fate  is  not  sun 
where  honesty  has  so  many  rogues   to 
with. 

However  defective  the  administration  i 
law,  customs,  and  public  police,  that  of  the  tecret  is 
far  from  being  so ;  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful 
engines  of  Russian  despotism,  and  immense  sums 
are  expended  upon  the  maintenance  of  its  enus- 
saries  in  foreign  countries.  There  is  scarcely  an 
embassy  that  has  not  one  of  these  gentleman 
attached  to  it;  for,  strange  as  it  may  appear. 
they  sometimes,  nay,  not  un frequently,  present 
themselves  in  that  character;  more  humble  in- 
dividual^,  however,  are  to  be  found  in  this  capa- 
city. During  the  war  between  Russia  and  Penis, 
Sir  J.  Macdonald's  butler  acted  as  one,  and  gare 
all  the  information  that  he  could  to  a  person  al 
Teheran,  by  whom  it  was  regularly  forwarded  to 
Faskewitch,  through  Rosen,  who  commanded  * 
division.  No  one  who  has  read  the  correspondence 
between  Sir  J.  M'Neil  and  the  English  govern- 
ment, can  doubt  that  a  number  of  these  fp^ 
were  employed  by  Count  Simonich  and  the  ] 
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sian  goremment  throughout  Central  Asia,  they 
are  BO  at  the  present  moment.  One  of  them,  a 
Baron  Dieskau,  alluded  to  by  Capt.  Wilbraham, 
was  received  into  the  military  service  of  Russia 
for  his  doings  in  Afghanistan;  and  Capt.  W. 
adds,  "tliat  any  one  who  has  been  in  India,  what- 
ever may  have  been  the  cause  of  his  quitting  the 
country,  is  received  witli  open  arms."  The  em- 
ployes of  this  fearful  inquisition  are  scattered 
amongst  all  classes  of  the  community.  They  are  to 
be  found  in  the  Imperial  residence,  and  the  draw- 
ing-rooms of  the  nobility;  in  the  General's  tent,  and 
on  the  quarter-deck ;  in  the  barrack-room  and  below 
decks ;  behind  the  counter,  in  the  cabin  of  the 
mujik,  and  amongst  servants  of  all  degrees :  the 
fair  sex  in  the  very  highest  circles  are  sometimes 
the  paid  agents  of  this  most  loathsome  and  dis- 
gusting oi^an  of  the  government. 

A  person  speaking  to  me  of  its  efficiency,  re- 
lated the  following  circumstance,  which  happened 
to  a.  Swedish  ambassador  at  St.  Petersburgh,  a 
few  years  ago.  This  gentleman,  meeting  the 
Benkendorf  of  his  day  in  the  street,  asked  him 
in  a  casual  way,  whether  he  had  heard  any  thing 
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of  a  Swede  lately  arrived  in  the  capital,  whom  he 
was  anxious  to  see  on  business.  "  I  do  not  know 
his  name,"  said  the  ambassador,  "  but  he  is  of 
such  an  age,  height,  and  appearance."  The  "chef 
de  police "  knew  him  uot,  but  promised  to  make 
inquiries.  About  three  weeks  after  this  thejr  met 
again,  "  Ah,  bon  jour,"  said  the  "  mouchard,"  "  1 
have  got  your  man;  wc  have  had  him  ia  prison 
a  fortnight."  "My  man!"  said  the  astonished 
diplomate,  "  What  man  ? "  "  Why  the  one  you 
inquired  for  about  three  weeks  ago ;  did  you  not 
want  him  arrested  t  " 

Individual  liberty  may  be  said  to  depend  on  the 
caprices  of  the  police ;  it  is  by  no  means  nccessarr 
for  them  to  assign  a  reason  for  any  arrest  thai 
is  made  ;  any  one,  guilty  or  not,  or  merely  sus- 
pected, can  be,  and  often  is,  taken  up  and  im- 
prisoned, punished  or  banished  without  ever  know- 
ing why,  unless  his  memory  can  rake  up  some 
thoughtless  expression  against  the  govemraeni, 
which  might  be  magnified  or  exaggerated  into  a 
political  crime;  but  veiy  possibly  he  may  not 
succeed  in  recollecting  even  that. 

Diu-ing  my  stay  at  Odessa,  two  French  book- 


ellere,    the   only  good  ones  in  the  place,  were 
aited  one  evening  by  the  liirelings  of  this  de- 
irtment,  and  in  a  winter's  night,  with  the  ther- 
meter  eighteen  degrees  below  zero  of  Reaumur, 
!  ordered  into  a  sledge  which  was  ready  for 
bem  at  the  door,  and,  in  perfect  ignorance  of 
'  their  crime,  were  posted  off,  night  and  day,  to 
Kief,  a  tlJstance  of  six  hundred  versts.     On  reach- 
ing  their   destination,   the    Governor,   nototioua 
far  his  dastardly  conduct   to   the  Poles,  ordered 
jiem  into  the  fortress,  where  they  were  confined 
a  a  damp  casemate  near  the  ditch.     Duiing  the 
Pn^ole  of  this  time  they  were  kept  in  a  wretched 
jitate  of  Ulth,  had  nothing  but  straw  to  lie  upon, 
md  the   little  money  that  they  had  witli  them 
jirhcn  they  left  Odessa  having  been  taken  away  on 
Sieir  arrival,  they  had  only  the  prison  fare,  black 
read  and  water,  to  live  upon.     All  coinmunica- 
pion  was  cut  off,  even  from  their  families.    Having 
(een  in  the  habit  of  dealing  with  one  of  them,  a 
uiet,  inoffensive   man,  I  went  several  times  to 
!  nephew,  who  carried  on  the  business,  to  see 
(whether  he  had  heard  from  him,  but  no  tidings 
tad  been  received.     The  first  intelligence  he  had 
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of  his  uncle  was  from  the  Austrian  territorj', 
for  after  an  imprisonment  of  five  months,  the 
affair  ended  by  their  being  galloped  over  the 
frontier  by  some  Cossacks,  and  turned  loose  Uke 
wild  beasts,  with  rather  on  unnecessary  recom- 
mendation never  to  recross  it.  Their  supposed 
crime  was  having  sold  some  Polish  national  songs. 
If  necessary,  numerous  instances  of  the  same 
natmc  might  be  related,  but  it  is  superfluous; 
tlie  fact  of  the  existence  of  this  frightful  power 
is  well  known.  Such  arrests  and  mysterious  dis- 
appearances are  scarcely  ever  alluded  to  ;  animad- 
versions expressed  upon  them,  overheard  by  one 
of  these  "  mouchards,"  (and  he  might  be  your  own 
senant,  who  happened  to  be  handing  you  an  ice 
at  the  time,)  would,  if  the  authorities  chose  to 
take  up  his  information,  subject  tlie  speaker  to 
the  same  treatment  as  Messrs.  Sauron  and  Mie- 
ville  suffered.  Then  would  come  all  the  horrors 
of  utter  helplessness, — the  total  impossibility  of 
self-defence.  The  accused  has  no  rights.  If  a 
man's  friends  are  wealthy,  and  have  the  courage, 
they  may  perhaps  succeed  in  being  of  some  use  to 
him  ;  bribes  may  at  least  propitiate  the  officials, 
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and  hasten  his  mock  trials  or  avert  a  condem- 
nation without  one.  But  it  too  often  happens 
that  one  or  the  other^  or  both^  are  wanting^  and 
the  victim  of  despotism  is  left  to  his  fate.  It  is 
scarcely  necessary  to  say^  that  this  horrible  sys- 
tem has  a  most  demoralizing  effect,  and  forms  an 
incubus  which  destroys  all  social  feeling:  every 
man  suspects  his  neighbour;  and  under  such  a 
curse,  friendship  is  rare,  intimacy  is  dangerous, 
and  a  common  acquaintance  is  all  that  Russians 
generally  are  to  each  other. 


CHAPTER  XVII, 


The  old  nofHlity— Their  iafluoDca  not  gn«l— Tho  ntw  BobUilj— A 
military  edueatlon — Relragnule  fenlinj — Marcli  of  intellKl  in  Rui- 
lia — A  modcit  mmpiirisoii— Tho  cle^}- — "All  dwoted  to  ■tud)'"— 
Miilrod  of  eniuiiDg  Kbriely—Tho  Lycvo—Chui table  itutinitiuD 
— Imperiiil  bclorin. 


Is  speaking  of  the  nobility,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  observe,  tbat  a  difference  exisU  between  those 
that  are  of  old  family,  and  those  who  have  had 
their  rise  in  the  military  system,  instituted  by 
Peter  the  Great.  The  former,  by  far  the  smallest 
number,  form  the  real  aristocracy  of  the  country; 
they  pride  themselves  upon  this  circumstance,  and 
are,  to  a  certain  extent,  exclusive  in  aocie^. 
Many  of  them  have  retired  to  Moscow,  to  avoid  a 
court  which,  owing  to  this  system,  is  inundated 
by  "roturiers"  from  the  ranks.  Muscovites,  there- 
fore, are  not  in  favour  at  St.  Fetersburgh.  Amonpt 
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I  them  are  to  be  found  the  only  really  civilized 
I  people  in  Russia,  and  their  feelings  are  far  less  in 
I  accordance  with  the  government  than  those  of  the 
n  men  who  are  dally  rising  into  importance  under 
its  protection.  As  a  class,  their  political  influence 
has  departed,  for  the  majority  of  their  ancestors 
dissipated  their  fortunes  in  the  splendid  and  lux- 
urious courts  of  Elizabeth  and  Catherine,  by  an 
inordinate  display  of  magnificence  and  hospitality. 

>The  facility  vrith  which  money  could  be  obtiuned 
in  the  latter  reign,  operated  greatly  in  encouraging 
their  extravagance,  and  if  the  establishment  of  the 
Lombard  Bank  was  intended  as  a.  piece  of  policy, 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  that  influence,  it 
fcwas   indeed   a  master  stroke.      This    bank   was 
Bopened  with  a.  capital  of  thirty-tbree  millions  of 
H'iDubles,  with  power  to  issue  bills  for  one  hundred 
B^miUions,  tlie  greater  part  being  lent  to  noblemen 
on  mortgage. 

In  this  manner  the  government  received  deposits 

of  money,  bearing  interest  at  four  per  cent.,  and 

rJent  the  capital  so  acquired  on  mortgage  at  eight, 

uec  being  applied  to  the  liquidation  of  the  siun 

rrowed,  leaving  them  a  clear  profit  of  one  per  cent. 
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But  in  numerous  instances  neither  interest  nor 
principal  were  paid,  and  the  estates  became  hope- 
lessly encumbered,  or  fell  altogether  into  the  pos- 
session of  the  crown ;  of  which  the  proprietors  have 
become  mere  dependants,  for  rank,  without  wealth 
or  official  station,  is  of  little  or  no  value  in  Russia. 

The  mass,  tliat  is  the  new  nobility,  have  gained 
by  the  common  routine  of  army  promotion,  the 
same  titles  and  immunities  as  are  possessed  by  the 
old,  and  the  state  knows  no  difference  between 
them.  These  men  are  certain  to  stand  by  the  sys- 
tem that  has  made  them,  and  oppose  every  question 
of  reform  regarding  the  tenure  of  land,  emancipa- 
tion of  the  serfs,  or  any  other  modification  of  their 
newly-acquired  privileges  which  the  others  might 
be  willing  to  advance. 

The  education  given  to  the  young  nobility  b 
far  from  being  on  a  liberal  footing ;  all  is  done  ip 
military  style,  with  nxihtary  attendance,  costume, 
and  discipline  strangely  worked  into  its  system ; 
the  endeavour  is  to  make  the  lads  intelligent,  and 
yet  to  keep  them  so  habitually  mechanical  that 
their  acquirements  shall  always  be  at  the  disposal 
of  the  government.     TLeii'  minds  are  drilled  like 


r  their  bodies,  and  though  not  serfs,  they  are  in- 
I  capable  of  appreciating,  indeed  are  totally  devoid 
I  of,  any  clear  ideas  of  the  value  of  free  institutions, 
I  *nd  the  relative  rights  of  men — "  equal  rights  to 
unequal  things."    They  must  all  go  into  "  the  ser- 
vice," civil  or  military,  generally  beginuing  with 
the  latter,  and  many  of  them  are  frequently  en- 
I  trusted  with  appointments  in  the  former  after  this 
•Auspicious  training.     If  they  refuse  to  serve,  they 
l^se  their  privileges  of  nobility,  not  only  for  them- 
lelves,  but  for  their  children.     Many  a  youth,  of 
rod  ability,  on  leaving  the  Lycee,  or  the  hands 
Ijpf  his  private   tutor,   is  therefore  forced  into   a 
■  profession  for  which  he  has   no  disposition,  and 
is   possibly  totally  tuifit.     He  may   be  wealthy, 
and  disposed   to   use  his  riches  in   a  benefidal 
and  creditable  manner,  but  he  is  not  allowed  to 
do  so  in  the  way  most  consonant  with  his  feehngs, 
and  most  siutcd  to  his  character.    He  lives  neither 
for  himself  nor  for  his  country,  but  for  the  Empe- 
ror and  his  purposes,  and  commences  his  career 
■  hj  entering  upon  his  duties  in  the  Freohrajensky, 
Kar  some   other   crack  regiment  of   the    guards. 
^KTears  of  service   must  be  gone   through  before 
I 
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he  can  radie :  during  that  period,  the  wearisome 
utiiforinity  of  palace  duty  leads  to  monotony  of 
ideas,  and  he  gradually  sinks  into  the  mere 
soldier  of  formalities  by  the  force  of  habit,  and 
the  impossibility  of  exercising,  in  the  trammels  of 
his  profession,  the  mental  powers  that  be  may 
have  valued  and  cultivated  in  his  youth.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  service,  the  energy  of 
his  mitid,  unable  to  contend  against  circum- 
stances, has  evaporated;  every  &ank  and  gener- 
ous feeling  is  quenched  by  its  rouUne,  or,  if  not 
quenched,  suppressed,  and  the  man  is  moulded 
to  the  pattern  of  the  government.  The  many 
rest  apathetically  under  this,  a  few  secretly 
cherishing  the  feelings  and  hopes  of  ameliorating, 
politically  or  otherwise,  the  condition  of  their 
country,  become  objects  of  suspicion.  Such  is 
the  nature  of  this  despotic  government,  that  to 
dissent  is  to  rebel,  and  to  rebel — death :  the  miti- 
gated punishment,  exile  to  Siberia,  or  service  in 
the  ranks  of  the  army  of  the  Caucasus.  Some,  how- 
ever, contemplate  revolution  and  change  merely 
from  motives  of  ambition,  and  personal  aggrandi 
ment.      They   have   do   plan   for  the    imra 
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ment  of  their  countrymen,  or  their  emancipation ; 
their  only  object  is  to  get  power  into  their  own 
hands. 

It  might  be  supposed  that  the  present  Emperor 
would  have  extended  the  scheme  laid  down  by 
his  predecessor,  and  encourage  the  intercourse  of 
the   nobility  with  other  nations;  but  his  policy 
has  been   of   a  contrary   tendency,   for,  during 
his  reign,  there  has  been  great  difficulty  in  ob- 
taining permission   to   travel.*     In  the  days  of 
Catherine,  a  Russian  noble  required  neither  pass- 
port nor  permission  for  such  a  purpose ;  now  he 
cannot  leave  the  country  without  both :  he  must, 
unless  he  has  great  influence,  give  a  special  reason. 
If  the  benefit  of  his  health,  or  that  of  any  member 
of  his  family,  is  assigned,  the  answer  is,  "  We  have 
the  climate  of  Italy  in  the  Crimea  " — if  the  educa- 
tion of  his  children,  "  We  have  the  universities  of 
Moscow,  Kharkoff,  and  Kief!"  where  they  will 
learn  just  as  much  as  the  state  chooses  they  shall 

*  By  an  Ukase  of  September  1,  1840,  a  tax  has  been  laid 
on  all  passports  for  Russians  travelling  to  foreign  countries ! 
and  by  another  of  this  year,  all  Russian  subjects  married  to 
foreigners  are  obliged  to  return  home — the  nobles  within  five, 
and  the  burghers  within  three  years. 
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know,  or  nothing  at  all.  The  Emperor  can  see 
plainly  enough  that  liberal  edacation  is  the  fore- 
runner of  the  downfall  of  absolute  power,  but 
instead  of  cherishing  enlarged  views,  and  meeting 
the  advance  of  such  principles  by  just  aud  gradual 
concessions,  and  the  modification  of  that  power, 
he  endeavours  to  stifle  every  feeling  of  the  kind, 
and  shrinks  from  grappling  with  its  prepress. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  Krusen- 
stern's  "  Precis  du  Systeme  des  Progres  et  de 
I'Etat  de  I'lnstruction  Publique  en  Kussie ;  rediges 
d'apres  des  documens  ofiiciels,"  before  referred 
to.  The  author's  statement  was  not  likely  to  be 
very  unfavourable,  but  his  panegyrics  must  be  as 
flattering  as  the  vanity  of  his  employers  could 
expect. 

"  The  number  of  scholars  who  received  educsr 
tion   in  the  schools  of  Public  Instruction  were, 
in  1836  .  .  .       85,707 

Military  Schools      .  .  179,981 

Ecclesiastical  ditto  .  .     .       G?,024 

Divers  others  .  .  127,864 
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Amongst  these^  44,090  received  a  superior  educa- 
tion. In  the  schools  of  Public  Instruction  there 
are  of  this  class  .  .  10,000 

MiliUry  Schools  .  .  10,000 

Eccclesiastical  ditto    •  .  14,590 

Divers  others     .  .  .     9,500 


44,090 


The  416,486  are  limited  to  the  acquirement 
*'  des  connaissances  usuelles  ou  pratiques  ou  bien 
ne  re9oivent  qu'une  instruction  elementaire."  "  It 
must  not  be  supposed,"  says  Mr,  K.,  **  that  this 
forms  the  only  educated  portion  of  the  population. 
Let  us  look  at  other  classes,  commencing  with  the 
clergy,  who  may,  including  the  two  sexes,  be  cal- 
culated at  480,000,  all  devoted  to  study.  Their 
children  amount  to — 

Children.      Population.    Are  educated. 

120,000  480,000  i.  e.  1  in  4 

NobiUty.        .     245,000  225,000    „    1  „  5 

Employes    .         107,000  750,000    „    1  „  7 

Merchants       .      27,000  200,000    „    1  „  7 
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Shopkeepers 
Artizans 

& 

.    250,000     5,000.000  i.e. 

in    20 

Seivants      . 

200,000    3,000,000  „ 

„     15 

Soldiers 

.     16!),000     1,200,000  „ 

..      7 

Serfs 

140,000  42,000,000  „ 

,.  300 

1,058,000    52.855,000 

"  The  number  of  children  going  to  school,  of  the 
nobility,  are  as  one  to  five,  the  same  as  in  the 
United  States.  The  6fth  class  on  the  list  includes 
the  small  shopkeepers,  artisans,  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  cities  and  towns,  not  belonging  either  to  the 
class  of  clergy,  nobility,  or  merchants.  In  the 
army  are  included  men,  women,  and  children, 
according  to  tlie  statement  of  Mr.  Ziablofisky. 
The  peasants  are  calculated  at  one  in  three  hun- 
dred. In  White  Russia,  however,  in  Volhynin 
and  Podolia,  where  the  Polish  system  endeavoured 
to  put  down  the  Russian  language,  that  of  the 
people,  only  one  in  five  hundred  can  read.  De- 
ducting from  these  numbers  the  children  in  schools 
of  all  kinds,  it  will  be  seen  that  597,42i  children 
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enjoy  the  benefits  of  instruction  and  education 
under  the  paternal  roof.  These  calculations  are 
made  upon  48,000,000,  the  population  of  Euro- 
pean Russia,  and  give  on  the  entire  mass,  the  pro- 
portion of  the  numbers  educated  of  one  in  forty* 
eight,  placing  her  in  a  distinguished  position 
amongst  the  nations  gf  Europe,  and  far  above  the 
inhabitants  of  many  other  countries  considered 
more  civilized  than  her." 

The  self-complacency  of  these  remarks  is  quite 
in  character  with  the  arrogance  usually  displayed 
in  productions  emanating  from  the  Imperial  print- 
ing  press.  ^^  The  education  the  same  as  in  the 
United  States  !  /  "  *^  In  White  Russia^  Volhynia, 
and  Podolia,  where  the  Polish  system  endeavoured 
to  put  down  the  Russian  language,  that  of  the 
PEOPLE  only  one  in  Jive  hundred  can  read^  What 
eflGrontery !  The  very  course  Russia  is  pursuing 
towards  Poland  at  the  present  moment.  *'  Plac* 
ing  her  in  a  distinguished  position  amongst  the 
nations  of  Europe,  and  far  above  the  inhabitants  of 
many  other  countries  considered  more  civilized  than 
her.'*  This  is  Russian  assurance  with  a  vengeance ! 
Amongst  these  children  who  receive  a  superior  edu- 
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cation,  there  appears  to  be  aa  equal  number  in  the 
military  schools,  and  those  of  public  instruction. 
These  again  are  exceeded  by  those  In  the  ecclesi- 
astical, who  number  14,590,  making  a  difference  of 
4,590  scholars.  Whatever  the  number  of  the  clei^ 
may  be,  Mr.  Krusenatern's  assertion  that  they  are 
all  devoted  to  study,  is  utterly  false.  His  work  is 
one  of  the  governinenl  microscopes,  and  not  the 
only  one.  If  there  is  any  truth  in  this  calculation, 
which  proves  that  the  priesthood  form  the  largest 
portion  of  those  who  receive  a  superior  education, 
the  intellectual  position  that  Russia  holds  amongst 
the  nations  either  of  Europe  or  America  is  dis- 
tinguished indeed !  !  The  Russians  themselves 
allow  that  their  clergy  are  deplorably  ignorant; 
and,  in  many  cases,  coarse  and  vicious :  this  is 
pretty  well  borne  out  by  the  fact  that  they  are 
never  admitted  into  society,  unless  their  presence 
is  required  at  some  religious  ceremony  or  festival. 
They  make  the  serf  their  boon  companion,  and 
hundreds  of  them  are  not  a  grade  above  him  in 
their  general  habits.  The  explanation  of  their 
being  "  all  devoted  to  study "  is,  that  they  can 
read,  an  acquirement  which  scarcely  a  man  amongst 


AKD  SOBRIETY.  223 

their  flocks  possesses.  The  anecdote  related  to 
Mr.  Yenables  by  a  Russian  gentleman^  will  give  a 
good  idea  of  the  state  of  degradation  to  which  they 
reduce  themselves,  and  the  manner  in  which  their 
'^ failings,*^  as  Mr.  Sabouroff  calls  them,  are  looked 
upon.  '^  Passing  one  day/*  says  that  gentlemani 
**near  a  large  group  of  peasants,  who  were  assem- 
bled in  the  middle  of  a  village,  I  asked  them  what 
was  going  forward.  *We  are  only  putting  the 
father  (as  they  call  the  priest)  into  a  cellar.'  *  In 
a  cellar/  I  replied,  *  what  are  you  doing  that  for  V 
'  Oh,'  said  they,  *  he  is  a  sad  drunkard ;  and  has 
been  in  a  state  of  intoxication  all  the  week :  so 
we  always  take  care  every  Saturday  to  put  him  in 
a  safe  place,  that  he  may  be  able  to  officiate  at  the 
church  next  day,  and  on  Monday  he  is  at  liberty 
to  begin  drinking  again.' "  "  I  could  not  help 
applauding,"  says  Mr.  S.,  "this  very  sensible 
arrangement,  which  was  related  to  me  with  all 
the  gravity  in  the  world."  Such  conduct  in  the 
eyes  of  a  Russian  gentleman  is  only  a  failing  I 

Though  there  is  instruction  for  the  higher 
classes,  the  course  of  reading  in  the  Lycees  is 
extremely  **  bornee."     The  histories  of  England 
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and  other  countries,  ore  compressed  into  meagre 
abbreviations,  in  which  all  those  points  that  exhi- 
bit, and  might  excite,  liberality  of  feeling,  are 
carefully  omitted.  The  forty-five  millions  of  serfe 
may  be  said  to  be  without  any  education  whatso- 
ever. The  government,  though  they  dechne  to 
institute  any  system  of  instruction  for  the  multi- 
tude, do  not  refuse  their  assistance  in  supporting 
with  large  sums  of  money  establisliments  of  a  very 
questionable  utility  :  these  are  on  a  scale  of  mag- 
nificence unequalled  in  any  other  country. 

The  Foundling  Hospital  at  Moscow,  though 
vaunted  as  a  charitable  institution,  is  but  an  ille- 
gitimate means  of  increasing  the  power  of  the 
government;  for,  by  far  the  greatest  number  of 
individuals  brought  up  in  it,  those  who  are  nevi 
claimed,  remain  at  its  disposal,  and  become  its  tools. 
Considering  the  vitiated  state  of  their  social  sys- 
tem, they  could  do  very  well  without  this  esta- 
blishment ;  the  enormous  sums  of  money  thus 
pended  might  be  much  more  beneficially  employed, 
if  they  seriously  intended  to  improve  that  system, 
But  to  be  physically,  not  morally  great,  is  theii 
object;  and  to  attain   that  end,   the  government 
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cares  not  what  principles,  whether  of  liberty, 
justice,  or  morality,  are  sacrificed  to  it.  But,  if 
this  hospital  were  a  charity,  is  that  virtue  gene- 
ral, and  are  charitable  institutions  general,  even 
on  a  moderate  scale  ?  In  one  for  the  sick,  at 
Odessa,  which  has  been  styled  magnificent  by 
some  travellers,  (externally  it  is),  the  unfortunate 
inmates  are  obliged  to  pay  eleven  roubles  a-month, 
during  tl^eir  stay. 

The  Imperial  factories  of  Alexandrefsky  of 
cotton  and  playing  cards,  which  contribute  largely 
to  the  support  of  the  Foundling  Hospital  of  St. 
Petersburgh,  are  also  on  a  most  Imperial  scale. 
These,  and  other  institutions  there,  arrest  the 
attention  of  the  passing  traveller,  and  naturally 
excite  his  admiration ;  but  he  will  find  that  what- 
ever the  government  and  the  nobility  may  do  in 
the  two  capitals,  it  is  the  alpha  and  omega  of 
their  philanthropy. 
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letteuf  Lho  la4iH — At  liomc  ajid  abroad —"  Le  pcia  dil'oun" — Tbe 
Princom  G— Tho  Priaco  G.— Tbrec  grace*— Tlioii  proprietor. 


St.  Petersburgh  is  laid  out  on  a  scale  of  grandeur, 
and  with  a  legularity  of  design,  unequalled  in  any 
other  capital;  palacesj  squares,  quays,  barracks, 
churchea,  monasteries,  theatres,  and  other  public 
buildings,  arc  all  grand  and  gorgeous,  the  streets  are 
long  and  spacious,  and  the  shops  filled  witli  every 
article  of  luxury  that  can  contribute  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life.  The  nobility  of  both  sexes,  though 
deficient  in  the  solid  branches  of  education,  are 
highly  accomplished  in  music,  dancing,  and  modem 
languages.  They  have  generally  adopted  French 
manners,  and  the  lighter  parts  of  French  literature. 
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My  first  introduction  to  Russian  society  was  at 

a  dinner-party,  at  the  Countess  T 's.     This 

lady,  and  her  cousin,  the   Princess  M ,   are 

the  lineal  descendants  of  the  last  king  of  Georgia, 
who,  rather  than  abdicate  his  rights,  was  thrown* 
into  a  dungeon  by  command  of  Catherine,  in  which 
he  died,  after  an  imprisonment  of  nineteen  years. 
Our  hostess's  history  was  singular :  there  was  a 
mysterious  story  of  some  early  attachment  and 
disappointment ;  but  it  was  told  in  so  many  differ- 
ent ways,  that  the  hearer  might  believe  as  little 
as  he  liked,  or  nothing ;  or  as  much  as  he  chose 
to  indulge  his  own  romance  with,  if  he  had  any. 
At  any  rate,  it  was  generally  known  that  up  to 
the  time  of  her  marriage,  two  years  before,  she 
had  passed  her  life  in  a  convent.  In  her  youth, 
she  must  have  been  surpassingly  beautiful ;  and, 
having  all  the  elegance  and  softness  of  the  race 
from  which  she  was  descended,  looked  the  Geor- 
gian Princess  to  perfection.  The  habits  of  her 
secluded  life  were  still  to  be  observed ;  she  seemed 
to  live  upon  her  own  reflections,  and  her  manner 
in  society  was  peculiarly  absent.  Of  this  an 
amusing  instance  occurred  at  a  *'  soiree*'  that  the 
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Count  had,  with  some  difficulty,  prevailed  upon 
her  to  give.  A  mutilated  "  charge  d'affaires,"  and 
a  famous  yiolinist,  were  of  the  party  ;  hoth  were 
strangers  to  the  Countess.  In  the  course  of  the 
evening,  her  husband,  who  was  passionately  fond 
of  music,  requested  her  to  go  to  the  latter,  and 
endeavour  to  induce  him  to  play.  The  poor  lady 
with  great  reluctance  left  her  seat,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  propitiating  the  Orpheus  of  the  evening, 
but,  unfortunately,  went  up  to,  and  addressed  the 
diploraate,  and,  in  her  usual  graceful  manner, 
said,  "  Sir,  I  understand  you  are  an  accomplished 
performer  on  the  violin ;  will  you  favour  us  with 
something?"  "  Ah,  Madame  la  Comtesse,"  replied 
the  astonished  "  employe,"  "  volontiers,  mais  mal- 
heureusement  je  n'ai  qu'un  bras."  Her  amiable 
and  highly  gifted  relative  I  have  already  spoken 
of  in  my  Crimean  tour, 

We  wure  invited  for  four  o'clock,  the  usual 
hour,  and,  on  our  arrival,  found  the  party  already 
assembled  in  the  drawing-room ;  the  ladies  were 
in  morning  dress,  A  tray  was  shortly  after  brought 
in,  with  cariare,  herring,  and  other  et  ceteras,  a 
perfect  epitome  of  an  Italian  warehouse ;  thi«  f 
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followed  by  another,  with  "  votka,"  rum,  and  li- 
queurs ;  the  ladies,  as  well  as  the  gentlemen,  par- 
took slightly  of  both.    Dinner  was  then  announced, 
and  on  entering  the  dining-room,  we  found  only 
the   dessert   on    the    table;    there   was    nothing 
but  the  glass  and  plate  on  the  sideboard.     The 
fresh  fruit  and  flowers  had  a  much  more  pleasing 
effect  than  roast  joints,  fricandeaux,  and  curry. 
A  slice  of  black  bread,  a  white  roll,  and  a  decanter 
of  vin  ordinaire  were  placed  for  each  guest.     The 
dinner   was   composed   of  the   best  French   and 
English  dishes,  which  were  handed  round  in  rota- 
tion, with  wines  at  intervals,  by  free  servants,  out 
of  livery,  well  dressed  and  well  trained.   This,  how- 
ever, is  the  case  only  in  the  best  houses ;    the 
generality  are  serfs,  equipped  in  liveries  made  in 
the  house  by  their  fellow  slaves.    These  wait  with- 
out either  glove  or  napkin ;  and  as  the  pump  in 
the  yard  is  their  jug,  and  the  trough  under  it 
their  only  washhand-basin,  their  hands  are  not 
agreeable  objects  to  the  eye,  and  certainly  not  in 
keeping  with  the  unnecessary  quantity  of  plate 
and  glass  which  is  frequently  displayed,  or  the 
taper  and  jewelled  fingers  of  the   ladies  of  the 
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party.  Quass  was  to  he  had  if  asked  for,  but  this 
is  avoided  in  company,  as  beer  is  amongst  some 
of  the  "  soi-disant"  select  in  England.  I  have, 
however,  seen  many  exceptions  to  this  in  Rus^a; 
and  sometimes  sat  next  to  a  Counteas,  who  re- 
gularly emptied  a  decanter  of  tliis  execrable  beve- 
rage. After  dinner  it  was  exceedingly  disagree- 
able— to  make  use  of  a  mild  term — to  see  ever)' 
one  rinsing  bis  mouth  heartily,  and  expectorat- 
ing copiously  into  his  finger  glass.  This  opera- 
tion over,  the  conversation  suddenly  ceased,  appa- 
rently by  mutual  consent ;  the  company  rose, 
crossed  themselves,  and  having  bowed  to  the  noble 
hostess  and  to  each  other,  all  round  the  room, 
returned  to  the  salon  in  the  same  order  as  they  left  ' 
it.  Coffee  waa  then  brought  in,  and  in  about  haif  an 
hour,  almost  every  one  had  retired.  While  mus- 
ing on  this  circumstance,  and  admiring  the  inge- 
nuity with  which  the  eight  decorations  of  an 
actjuaintance  were  arranged,  for  they  were  all 
suspended  from  a  small  gilt  sword,  similar  to  those 
sold  in  London  under  the  denomination  of  "  Prince 
Albert's  toothpicks,"  he  came  up  to  me,  and 
whispered  in  my  ear,  "Capitaine,  il  est  temps  de 
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partir,"    "  Where  to  ?"  said  I.     "  Home,"  repUed 
my  friend.     "  Home,  why  I  did  not  order  the 
carriage  till  ten!"     "Eh,  mon  cher,  c'est  mal- 
heureux,  but  such  is  our  custom,  and  it  will  be 
thought  very  odd  if  you  remain."     In  less  than 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this,  I  found  my  wife 
and  self  trudging  home  on  foot,  our  evening  cos- 
tume attracting  no  little  attention  from  the  pro- 
menaders  on  the  boulevard ;  and  we  regained  our 
hotel,  much  amused  at  being,  according  to  our 
habits,  civilly  turned  out  of  doors.     This  was  a 
good  specimen  of  a  Russian  dinner,  where,  with 
the  exception  of  the  misuse  of  the  finger-glasses, 
there  was  nothing  to  offend  a  person  of  the  most 
•  fastidious    taste.      In    Russia  however,  polished 
manners,  nay,  even  the  decencies  of  life,  are  often 
forgotten  in  the  violence  of  temper  fostered  by 
the  possession  of  irresponsible  power  ;  and  scenes 
sometimes  occur  which  would  not  be  met  with  at 
the  tables  or  in  the  society  of  any  other  European 
country.      At    a  large  dinner-party  at  which  a 
friend  of  mine  was  present,  one  of  the   servants 
in  handing  a  wine-glass,  had  the  misfortune  to 
let  it  fall.     The  master  of  the  house,  a  General, 
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totally  oblivious  of  the  presence  of  ladies,  rose 
&om  his  chuir,  snd  viith  one  blow  laid  the  luckless 
ofiender,  his  serf,  bleeding  on  the  ground  ;  a  few 
excuses  followed,  as  readily  accepted  as  the;  were 
made,  and  the  dinner  proceeded  as  if  nothing  had 
taken  place.  Smoking  is  allowed  in  the  most 
fashionable  houses,  the  custom  being  somewhat 
qualified  by  the  use  of  "  cigaritos ;"  this  habit  even 
the  ladies  sometimes  indulge  in,  and  I  was  not  a 
little  astonished  to  sec  that  spitting- boxes  formed 
part  of  the  furniture  of  the  drawing-rooms  in  the 
Imperial  villa  at  Moscow. 

The  dress  of  the  ladies  ie  extremely  rich  and 
costly,  and,  generally  speaking,  in  excellent  taste. 
The  attention  which  the  Empress  bestowa  on  this  ' 
important  subject  excites  great  rivalry.  Her  Im- 
perial Majesty  notices  the  toilette  of  those  of  her 
court  to  such  an  extent,  that  sbe  frequently  makes 
very  pointed,  and  sometimes  not  very  courteous 
allusions.  If  a  lady  presents  herself  at  the  palace 
a  second  time  in  the  same  gown,  it  seldom  escapes 
her  observation,  and  ahe  is  said  to  have  remarked 
more  than  once,  'Ah,  Madame  la  Comtesse, 
c'estune  ancienne  connaissance,"     Or  if  the  jewels 
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have  been  resets  ^'Ah,  Madame  la  Princesse, 
votre  parure  a  kik  remontee."  Such  remarks  do 
not  fail  to  have  their  effect,  not  only  upon  those  to 
whom  they  are  addressed,  but  upon  the  rest  of  the 
company,  who  are  equally  open  to  them,  and  this, 
added  to  their  natural  inclination  for  show  and 
extravagance,  makes  them  lavish  to  excess.  It  is 
not  an  unusual  thing  to  see  ladies  of  a  morning, 
when  they  are  not  expecting  company,  dressed  as 
if  for  a  wedding  breakfast. 

Those  who  have  fallen  in  with  Russians  on 
their  travels,  must  have  observed  their  very  at- 
tractive manners,  and  powers  of  pleasing.  They 
frequently  express  to  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries  their  admiration  of  liberal  institutions^ 
and  deplore  the  sad  necessity  of  retaining  their 
serfs  in  a  state  of  slavery.  But  a  Russian  is  al- 
ways a  diplomate ;  such  philanthropy  is  often 
false,  and  assumed  only  for  effect :  on  their  return 
to  Russia  they  take  up  again  all  the  habits  and 
feelings  they  had  masked  for  a  time,  and  are  as 
despotic  as  ever.  It  is  only  fair  to  suppose  that 
this  difference  of  conduct  and  opinions  at  home  and 
abroad  is  in  some  instances  occasioned  by  the  in- 
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convenience,  suspicion  and  danger  which  wotiH 
result  from  aiiy  expressions  or  action  of  a  liberal 
character  on  tlieir  return  ;  therefore  the  good  that 
might  result  from  travel  is  much  neutralized,  and 
inevitably  works  very  slowly  for  the  national  bene- 
fit, though  no  doubt  some  arises  from  their  seeing 
a  world  80  different  in  every  point  of  riew  firoiB 
their  own.  On  the  habits  of  many  of  them  who  have 
seen  the  best  society  in  England  and  otlicr  parts 
of  tJic  continent,  example  has  had  very  little  effect, 
and  the  strangest  inconsistencies  may  be  noticed. 
There  is  truth  as  well  as  piquancy  in  the  re- 
mark mode,  I  think  in  Madame  Junot's  Memoirs, 
"  qu'il  faut  loujours  attcndre  dans  un  connitis- 
sance  Russe  de  voir  un  jour  le  peau  de  I'oun-" 
As  au  instance  in  point,  I  recollect  seeing  a  Rus- 
sian !it  St.  Petershurgh  who  had  gone  the  round 
of  all  the  European  courts,  had  been  introduce)! 

at  Almacks,  was  intimate  with  the  Duke  of , 

Lady  C,  and  many  other  persons  of  high  rank 
and  fashion  amongst  the  English  nobility,  come 
into  a  drawing-room,  and  bowing  most  gracefully 
to  the  lady  of  the  house,  an  Englishwoman,  walk 
up  to  a  pier-glass  in  the  room,  cooUy  take 
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pocket-comb  and  arrange  his  hair.  Having  per- 
formed the  operation  to  his  satisfaction^  he  did 
not  forget^  as  he  replaced  his  carved  tortoise-shell 
in  his  pockety  to  take  out  the  loose  hairs  and 
throw  them  on  the  floor.  Strange  and  capricious 
as  such  violations  of  good  manners  may  be,  they 
are  trifles  compared  with  the  profligacy  which, 
with  honourable  exceptions,  generally  pervades 
society.  The  eye  of  the  Emperor  operates  to 
check  this  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  capital ; 
but  out  of  the  sphere  of  his  observation,  there  is 
no  restraint,  there  is  no  public  opinion  to  dread, 
and  they  indulge  their  vicious  propensities  in  a 
manner  which  would  in  any  other  country  put 
them  out  of  the  pale  of  society. 

As  I  have  before  remarked,  I  almost  witnessed 
on  my  way  to  the  Crimea,  the  death  of  the 
Princess  G.,  who  was  at  that  time  in  the  last 
stage  of  consumption.  Her  beauty  was  peculiar, 
and,  if  any  thing,  heightened  by  this  fatal  and  in- 
sidious malady.  Though  suflering  dreadfully  from 
a  cough  which  might  be  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
vessel,  she  gave  no  sign  of  irritability  and  made 
no  complaint,  and  her  smile  betrayed  a  kind  and 
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altectionatc  heart.  Her  stay  in  the  Crimea  was 
but  short,  for,  feeling  that  her  end  was  fast  ap- 
proaching, she  requested  to  be  taken  back  to 
Odessa.  On  seeing  her  children  she  rallied;  but 
after  an  ineffectual  and  painful  struggle,  sunk 
under  her  disease.  Tu'o  months  had  not  elapsed 
when  I  met  her  husband  walking  down  the  most 
public  street  In  the  town  in  open  day  with  one  of 
the  lowest  prostitutes  of  the  place.  But  tliis  was 
not  all;  soon  after  he  hired  a  bouse  which  bad 
been  forfeited  to  the  government  by  Prince  V. 
for  the  part  he  took  in  the  conspiracy  of  1825, 
and  set  up  a  kind  of  gninguette  in  the  garden. 
Here  Russian  swings,  retired  summer-houses,  and 
a  temporary  hall  room  were  erected.  A  restaura- 
teur was  also  engaged,  and  the  prince's  own  band, 
composed  of  his  serfs,  attended  in  tlie  eyenlng. 
The  price  of  admission  was  five  roubles.  At  this 
garden,  the  prostitutes  of  the  town,  headed  by 
another  nobleman's  mistress  and  his  own,  held 
their  saturnalia ;  the  prince  acted  as  master  of 
the  ceremonies,  and  busied  himself  in  visiting  the 
different  tables  and  seeing  that  the  counter  was 
properly  attended  to. 
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This  gentleman  was  the  hrother  of  the  military 
governor  of  the  town.  And  was  he  cut  by  any  of 
his  own  class  ?  Not  at  all.  Did  they  even  en- 
deavour to  keep  aloof  from  him  ?  No  such  thing ; 
the  question  was,  whether  it  was  a  good  specula- 
tion and  likely  to  answer.  I  mention  the  anec- 
dote to  show  the  state  of  public  opinion  of  a  coun- 
try, the  education  of  which  "  places  it  in  a  distin- 
guished position  amongst  the  nations  of  Europe, 
and  far  above  the  inhabitants  of  others  considered 
more  civilized  than  her."  * 

The  manner  in  which  the  serfs  are  sometimes 
treated  is  perfectly  unmanly;  they  are  looked 
upon  as  beings  made  not  only  for  the  use,  but  to 
submit  to  all  the  caprices  of  their  owners.  A 
nobleman,  whose  house  joined  mine,  accosted  me 
one  morning  with  "Bon  jour,  mon  capitaine,  I 
hope  you  were  not  disturbed  last  night."  I  replied, 
that  I  had  been  so,  by  some  persons  screaming  and 
crying.  "  Ah,  were  you  ?"  said  my  acquaintance ; 
"  the  fact  was,  my  three  washerwomen  came  home 
last  night  dead  drunk.  *  Con9evez,  mon  cher, 
trois  femmes  ivres  mortes ! '  Had  they  been  men  it 

•  See  page  231. 
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would  have  been  bad  enough — but  women !  I 
could  not  stand  it,  so  I  ordered  tlieni  into  the 
stable  to  be  flogged."  And  flogged  they  were  by 
the  men  their  fellow-serfs,  and  the  mystery  of  the 
midnight  disturbance  was  fiilly  explained,  though 
not  to  my  satisfaction.  This  man  had  re- 
ceived a  Parisian  education,  was  rich,  and  a 
general  officer ;  be  had  fought  al  Leipsic,  and  was 
covered  with  orders.  If  all  this,  with  agreeable 
manners,  a  knowledge  of  mathematics,  and  a  smat- 
tering of  the  sciences  generally,  be  considered  ■ 
proof  of  being  ci\'i]ized,  he  was  so.  But  though 
au  exception  to  bis  class  in  the  advantages  he  had 
enjoyed  of  a  superior  education,  he  showed  the 
"  peau  de  Tours  "  as  often  as  any  Russian  who  bad 
never  left  the  country.  In  his  library,  which 
contained  only  a  few  novels,  and  the  "  Parole* 
d'un  Croyant,"  be  was  a  democrat  and  advanced 
the  most  ultra-liberal  opinions ;  in  his  house,  a 
tyrant ;  in  public,  a  despot ;  and  he  was  aboot 
as  near  being  civilized  as  Peter  the  Great, 
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Many  of  the  statements  made  with  regard  to 
Russian  hospitality  have  been  much  exaggerated. 
The  generality  of  the  higher  classes  are  not  hos- 
pitable in  the  real  sense  of  the  word ;  they  show 
attention  to  strangers,  more  with  a  view  to  their 
own  amusement,  or  to  show  off  their  own  im- 
portance by  patronizing  them,  than  from  any  kind 
feeling.  If  a  foreigner  is  a  person  of  rank,  it 
will  be  so  fashionable  to  fSte  him,  that  he  will 
hardly  know  which  way  to  turn  his  steps;  the 
government  also  often  interferes,  every  thing  is 
ordered  to  be  done  which  can,  in  any  way,  con- 
tribute to  his  pleasure  or  comfort,  and  dust  is 
thus  thrown   in  his  eyes  whenever  they  do  not 
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want  him  to  see  too  much.  Wheo  Mmnoirt 
visited  KuBsia,  lie  was  met  by  a  guard  of  honour 
at  the  frontier,  aides-de-camp  were  ordered  to 
attend  him,  and  he  entered  the  country  like  a 
crowned  bead.  His  hotel  bills  were  paid,  steam- 
boats and  carriages  were  placed  at  his  dispose}, 
and  in  his  work  he  naturally  gave  a  flatterinj; 
description  of  his  entertainers.  Several  of  our 
nobility,  except  in  having  their  bills  paid,  hare 
met  with  similar  attention,  and  every  one  travel- 
ling with  strong  recommendations  to  persons  of 
high  rank  and  official  power,  and  tlierefore  con- 
sidered by  them  as  worth  it,  from  motives  of 
policy,  public  or  private,  are  treated  with  erotj 
consideration.  ^^L 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  courtesy  shown  by  jflP 
Emperor  to  the  foreign  officers  who  attend  the  t^ 
views.     But  in  tlie  provinces  this  feeling  is  far 
from  being  manifested  towards  them,  merely  be- 
cause thoy  are  military  men. 

Shortly  after  my  arrival  at  Odessa,  a  large 
public  dinner  was  given  in  honour  of  the  marriage 
of  the  Grand  Duchess  Marie.  I  mentioned  to  a 
Hussiau  ac(]uaintauce  that  I  intended  goiug,  ^ 
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he  told  me,  that  in  compliment  to  the  occasion,  I 
ought  to  appear  in  uniform  ;  I  did  so,  but  though 
the  military  governor,  Count  T.,  ten  general 
officers,  and  a  numerous  staff,  were  present,  I 
found  that,  neither  from  motives  of  ordinary 
civility  to  a  stranger,  nor  any  "  esprit  de  corps," 
as  military  men,  did  they  show  me  any  more 
courtesy  than  if  I  had  been  lost  amongst  the 
crowd  in  plain  clothes :  on  the  contrary,  I  was 
left  to  find  a  place  for  myself  at  a  side  table ;  this 
was  the  more  surprising,  as  I  was  known  to  the 
Count,  who,  on  entering  the  room,  had  conde- 
scended to  stop  as  he  passed  to  ask  me  for  the 
English  receipt  for  making  ginger  beer ! ! !  Such 
incidents  come  in  amusing  contrast  with  the  de- 
scriptions I  had  received  from  my  Russian  friends 
in  Italy  of  the  urbanity  and  hospitality  of  their 
countrymen  towards  foreigners,  and  their  par- 
tiality for  the  English. 

A  letter  of  introduction,  as  in  any  other  coun- 
try, will  procure  the  stranger  a  dinner,  and,  as 
there  are  no  inns  in  the  steppe,  a  bed  also,  if  he 
has  an  invitation  to  any  house  on  the  track ;  but  it 
is  quite  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  Russian  hospi- 
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tality  exceeds  that  of  any  other  nation,  or  ihst  it 
proceeds  from  the  same  motives.  A  'ion  m'U 
always  find  keepers ;  but  if  tlie  irttvelk-r  be 
an  unpretending  individual,  he  will  not  only  be 
unnoticed,  but,  from  the  want  of  protection,  be 
subject  to  frequent  annoyances,  in  the  pubhc 
offices  more  particularly.  The  acquaintance,  there- 
fore, of  some  person  holdiog  a  high  official  station 
is  absolutely  necessary  to  ensure  it,  for  it  is  certain 
to  be  required  in  a  few  mouths',  perhaps  enn 
a  few  weeks'  residence. 

Hospitality,  so  called,  is  exercised  according  to 
the  eclat  which  it  produces.  General  L.  N.  b  a 
striking  example  of  this  fact,  and,  from  the  contra- 
dictory  points  in  his  character,  is  by  no  means  s 
singular  specimen  of  a  Russian  noble.  Though 
immensely  rich,  he  sees  no  one  at  his  table,  and 
will  go  the  round  of  all  the  tailors  ii]  the  tou-n  to 
cheapen  a  waistcoat ;  but  when  the  whim  takes 
him  his  conduct  is  marked  by  unbounded  prodi* 
gality.  A  company  of  French  players  canie  to 
Odessa  under  the  management  ol'  an  "anciemie 
amie "  of  the  General's ;  the  whole  corps  were 
entertained  during  their  fortnight's  quarantine  Hi 
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his  expense ;  a  band  serenaded  them  every  even- 
ing, and  his  carriages  were  sent  to  the  Lazaret  to 
convey  them  to  their  hotel  at  the  expiration  of 
their  imprisonment.  This  freak  could  not  have 
cost  him  less  than  twenty  thousand  roubles.  His 
speculations,  for  they  must  gamble  in  some  way 
or  other,  are  numerous,  and  wholly  devoid  of 
common  sense;  one  day  he  buys  a  schooner  of 
thirty  tons,  fir  built,  and  a  most  wretched  craft ; 
he  is  then  a  merchant,  and  has  a  ship,  "  il  est  dans 
le  commerce."  A  few  months  after,  he  has  some 
excellent  scheme  for  exporting  hareskins,  or  rags ; 
then  comes  a  sugar  refinery,  or  a  factory  for 
sterine  candles  or  cloth.  He  has  racers  that  never 
win,  wears  earrings,  and  keeps  a  mesmerizer,  who 
invariably  attends  the  General  when  he  is  bilious. 
This  hadstone  was  once  a  non-commissioned  officer 
in  the  Piedmontese  army,  but  finding  it  safer  and 
more  profitable  tp  kill  by  magnetism  than  the 
sword,  he  has  taken  to  this  profession,  and  be- 
tween his  patron  and  his  aunt,  picks  up  a  good 
income.  The  lady  was,  in  early  life,  the  mistress 
of  Alexander,  and  had  great  personal  attractions  ; 
she  is  now  fat  and  a  devotee. 


'When  either  the  bodies  or  minds  of  these  two 
illustrious  members  of  the  house  of  Romanoff  are 
disordered,  the  doctor  is  placed  in  a  mesmeric 
trance  by  a  General  B.,  a  friend  of  the  famdj, 
and  the  medicines  which  he  prescribes  whea 
this  state  are  taken  with  the  greatest  faith  tn 
efficacy. 

General  N.'a  last  speculation  was  to  advano; 
money  to  the  Poles,  at  enormous  interest,  upon 
their  harvests.  As  might  be  expected,  this  scheme, 
like  the  rest,  failed ;  lot  a  Pole,  even  in  distress, 
would  much  rather  let  his  corn  rot,  than  have  sulii 
it  to  him — a  Kussiaii  usurer.  This  is  not  extra- 
ordinary, for  independently  of  all  tlie  exasperation 
of  political  feeUug,  the  Russians  privately  treat 
their  foUen  enemies  with  every  species  of  con- 
tumely and  indignity,  and  the  acerbity  displayed 
towards  them  is  scarcely  credible. 

I  was  walking  one  day  with  a  Russian  officer  of 
high  rank,  when  a  man  came  up  to  us  and  asked 
for  charity;  he  was  evidently  in  a  most  destitute 
state,  his  clothes  tattered,  and  his  count 
wretchedly  attenuated.  My  companion, 
melting  mood,  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket. 
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drawing  forth  a  five  copeck  piece,  (two  pence,) 
was  in  the  act  of  extending  it  towards  him,  when 
the  man,  grateful  for  the  intended  gift,  and 
warmed  into  a  momentary  forgetfulness  that  he 
was  speaking  to  a  Russian,  expressed  his  thanks  in 
his  own  language — Polish.  "Ah!  you  are  a 
Pole,  are  you  ? "  said  the  General,  and  returning 
the. silver  to  his  pocket,  he  benevolently  added, 
"  go — starve  ! " 

Such  is  the  fear  that  some  Polish  parents- have 
of  the  consequences  that  may  befall  their  children 
in  after  life  from  knowing  their  own  language, 
that  they  send  them  to  Odessa  and  other  distant 
tovnis,  and  place  them  in  families  where  there  is 
no  chance  of  their  hearing  it.* 

*  Though  I  could  enumerate  a  variety  of  anecdotes  of  the 
diabolical  treatment  pursued  against  them  by  their  conquerors, 
yet  the  one  related  by  Lord  D.  Stuart,  at  the  meeting  in  support 
of  the  Polish  Literary  Association,  in  1841,  is  so  pre-emi- 
nently atrocious,  that  I  will  substitute  it  for  one  or  two  others 
I  had  purposed  mentioning : — 

''  Lord  D.  C.  Stuart,  in  returning  thanks  for  himself  and  his 
colleagues,  said  it  might  have  been  supposed  that  there  was 
now  less  occasion  for  exertion,  and  that  time  had  relaxed  the 
oppression  of  the  Emperor  of  Russia ;  but  his  tjnrannical  sys- 
tem every  year  produced  fresh  misery  to  the  Poles.  One  would 


am 

The  conduct  of  Russia  towards  Poland  is  a 
subject  which  might  be  enlarged  upon,  but  the 
fact  of  her  exercising  a  most  horrid  system  of 
oppression  is  so  universally  admitted,  that  I  do  not 
feci  it  necessary  to  enter  upon  it,  and  shall  pro- 
ceed to  notice  Russian  toleration  in  matters  o{ 
religion.  This  is  a  theme  which  is  descanted  Upon 
with  no  little  complacency  in  that  country,  when, 
in  truth,  it  is  little  more  than  what  common 
policy  dictates  towards  conquered  provinces,  to 
leave  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  mode 

Buppoae  that  in  tea  yean,  which  had  elapsed  since  the  list 
revoluciiin,  the  Emperor's  wrath  migiit  have  been  assuaged. 
Last  year  he  transplaiited  the  peoianls  froni  the  eatotf^s  of 
Prince  CzartoryBki,  and  [ilhprB  in  Podolia,  into  the  Interior  of 
Russia,  and  supplied  their  places  with  Russians.  Another 
case  of  inconceivable  cnielly  had  recently  been  perpetrated. 
It  was  that  of  a  Polish  lady,  the  wife  of  Count  Gtocholwski,  s 
refugee,  who  had  found  shelter  in  Switzerland,  IpaviDg  his 
wife  and  daughter  behind  Lim,  the  former  being  pregnant  at 
the  time.  This  lady  obtained  leave  to  visit  her  husband, 
taking  with  her  their  son,  bom  after  his  (klher's  exile.  When 
she  was  obliged  to  return  lo  Poland,  the  child  persuaded  her 
to  leave  him  with  his  father.  On  lier  arrival  ai  Warsaw, 
Prince  Paskewitch  sent  for  her,  and  told  her  tliat  in  leaving 
the  boy  she  had  committed  s  heinous  crime.  Her  property 
was  conliscaled,  and  she  was  banished  forthwith  to  Siberia. 
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of  religious  worship :  in  Russia  Proper,  toleration 
is  of  a  very  qualified  kind. 

If  a  Russian  female  marries  a  foreigner,  no 
matter  what  his  religion  may  be,  his  children 
must  be  brought  up  in  the  Grreek  faith.  By  a 
late  Ukase,  it  is  forbidden  to  attempt  conversion 
to  any  but  the  Greek  religion.  In  consequence 
of  this,  the  labours  of  the  German  Missionaries 
on  the  frontiers  of  Circassia  have  been  cut  short, 
and  the  Scotch  colony,  sent  there  by  the  Church 
Missionary  Society,  has  been  completely  broken 

Nor  was  that  all.  As  a  further  punishment,  her  innocent 
daughter  was  condemned  to  be  sent  to  a  military  colony — 
that  is,  she  was  condemned  to  be  married  to  a  common 
soldier,  whom  she  had  never  seen.  The  nobles  of  Podolia, 
compassionating  the  fate  of  this  innocent  young  lady,  sub- 
scribed a  sum,  amounting  to  5,000/L,  for  the  purpose  of  saving 
her  from  being  married  to  a  common  Russian  soldier,  and  to 
place  her  in  circumstances  to  be  married  to  an  officer.  God 
knew,  it  was  even  then  hard  enough  to  compel  her  to  marry 
a  man  she  never  saw,  if  he  was  the  first  prince  on  the  earth. 
But  the  Emperor,  on  being  petitioned  by  these  nobles  of 
Podolia,  took  the  money  indeed,  but  refused  to  allow  the  girl 
to  marry  any  other  but  a  private  soldier.  He  said  he  would 
direct  500/.  of  the  money  subscribed  to  be  applied  in  some  way 
to  her  use,  but  the  remaining  4,500/.  was  applied  to  the 
hospitals  of  St.  Petersburgh." 
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up.  Ib  this  toleratioa?  Their  conduct  to  the 
Catholics  in  Poland  has  been  most  infamous ;  thej 
have  suppressed  all  the  monasteries,  though  many 
of  the  inmates  were,  perhaps,  the  most  useful 
people  in  the  thinly  populated  parts  of  that  coun- 
try, being  regularly  educated  as  surgeons,  and 
benevolently  using  their  information  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  poor  for  miles  round  them. 

The  government  has  not  only  colonized  Po- 
land with  Russians,  but  is  endeavouring  to  force 
the  Greek  religion  and  their  own  language  upon 
the  inhabitants  wliich  remain.  No  superstition 
is  like  that  of  Russia ;  it  ia  not  confined  to 
the  ignorant  mujik,  but  is  constantly  to  be  found 
in  the  highest  ranks.  The  late  Countess  B.  never 
allowed  any  of  her  cliildreu  to  commence  a  jour- 
ney on  a  Monday  or  a  Friday;  and  pieces  of 
black  ribbon  wliich  had  been  blessed  by  the  Patri- 
arch, she  presented  with  great  ceremony  to  her 
friends  as  a  sovereign  remedy  for  a  sore  throat. 
Many  persons  in  the  same  rank  of  life  believe  in 
the  efficacy  of  cfaarms  which  they  hang  round 
their  cliildren's  necks  to  keep  off  convulsions. 
For  a  present  of  a  knife  and  fork  or  a  pair  of 
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scissors,  the  donor  expects  a  piece  of  monejy  no 
matter  how  small,  in  return.  My  friend  B., 
riding  in  a  carriage  one  day  with  a  lady  of  his 
acquaintance,  observed  her  pulling  all  the  pins  out 
of  her  dress,  and  on  his  expressing  his  surprise  at 
the  circumstance,  she  replied  that  a  Papa  had 
passed.  Sportsmen  also  dislike  meeting  them,  as 
it  is  a  sign  of  bad  luck.  If  they  were  like  Father 
Maguire,  there  might  be  some  reason  in  this,  for 
his  '^  rivirince  '*  leaves  very  little  game  behind  him. 
A  picture  of  the  Virgin,  handsomely  framed,  or 
rather  in  a  kind  of  shrine,  is  placed  in  a  comer 
and  close  to  the  ceiUng  of  every  drawmg-room, 
but  invariably  in  such  a  position  that  all  who 
come  into  the  apartment  may  see  it ;  and  no  visitor 
thinks  of  entering  into  conversation  before  he  has 
bowed  to  it,  and  crossed  himself.  If  a  foreigner 
remarks  upon  this  custom,  he  is  frequently  told  by 
the  master  of  the  house,  that  the  picture  is  not 
there  for  the  use  of  himself  and  his  family,  but  for 
the  iervants.  * 

This  picture  worship  is  one  of  the  striking  fea- 
tures in  the  Greek  church.  An  elderly  lady  of 
my  acquaintance,  whose  life  had  been  more  than 
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gay,  had  a  handsome  cabinet  in  her  boudoir  f^iH 
of  these  shrines  and  saints.  Before  or  after  a 
journey,  and  on  fete  days,  her  household  gods  were 
regularly  taken  out  one  by  one,  and  prayed  aiid 
bowed  to  with  the  same  fervour  and  devotion  as 
anymujik  would  exhibit  in  the  cathedral  of  llie 
assumption  at  the  Kremlin. 

The  nobility  conform  most  strictly  to  every 
ordinonce  and  ceremony  of  their  church.  Amongst 
these,  is  the  attendance  of  a  confessor,  whose  zeal 
and  sincerity  are  frequently  on  a  par  with  tliosc  of 
his  penitent.  "  When  a  priest  comes  to  my  house 
to  shrive  me,  which  he  does  once  a-year,"  said  one 
of  these  gentlemen  to  me,  "  we  understand  each 
other;  *il  sail  bien  que  j'oi  des  faiblesses,  mais 
c'cst  tin  homme  raisonable,'  and  with  a  twenty- 
five  rouble  note  we  part  the  very  best  friends.''^ 

During  my  stay  at  Odessa,  one  of  the  govt 
of  the  Lycec  was  attacked  by  tetanus  in  il3  n 
frightful  form.  No  one  thought  it  possible  that 
he  could  survive ;  but  after  every  medical  man  in 
the  town  had  given  him  over,  he  recovered  under 
the  decided  and  judicious  treatment  of  Dr.  Tovey, 
an    Englishmau,   who   administered   opium 


twenty- 
iuda."^^ 
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aether  in  very  large  quantities.  Several  of  the  Rus- 
sian nobility,  however,  gave  the  credit  of  the  cure 
to  the  young  Prince  G.,  who  hung  a  consecrated 
medal,  possessed  of  miraculous  power,  round  his 
neck,  and  read  over  him  the  following  litany, 
which  I  have  with  some  difficulty  translated : — 

"  O  Mary,  who  conceived  without  sin,  and  des- 
tined from  all  eternity  to  become  the  beloved 
daughter  of  the  Celestial  Father,  the  Mother  of 
his  adorable  Son,  the  wife  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
the  redemption  of  human  nature,  what  ecstasy  I 
experience  in  exalting  you  as  the  most  beautiful, 
most  noble,  most  sublime,  most  pure,  and  most 
holy  of  all  creatures  !  O  Mary,  what  pleasure 
and  delight  I  feel  in  throwing  myself  at  your  feet, 
praying  to  you,  calling  you  my  mother,  confiding 
to  you  my  troubles,  and  pouring  into  your  heart 
all  the  secrets  of  mine !  1  am  drawn  towards  you 
by  the  powerful  charm  of  that  confidence,  that 
filial  tenderness  that  a  beloved  child  feels  for  its 
mother,  who,  depending  on  a  favourable  reception, 
has  recourse,  without  hesitation,  to  her  who  is 
always  ready  to  listen,  to  advise,  to  assist,  and  to 
forgive.     'Tis  thus,  my  good  Mother,  that  I  take 


refuge  in  your  maternal  heart,  and  press  mine  to 
jours." 


In  honour  of  the  immaculate  conception  of  lAe 
Virgin  Mary. 

"You  have  indeed  been  immaculate  in  your 
conception,  pray  for  us  God  the  Father,  of  whom 
you  brought  into  the  world  the  son  Jesus,  con- 
ceived by  the  Holy  Ghost  in  your  chaste  bosom- 
Blessed  be  the  immaculate  conception  of  Jbt 
Virgin  Mary." 

LiTANr. 

"  Lord,  have  pity  upon  us. 
Jesus  Christ,         „ 
Lord,  listen  to  us. 
Jesus  Christ,    ,, 

Celestial  Father,  who  is  Crod,  have  pity  v 
Son,  Redeemer  of  the  world,  have,  &c. 
Holy  Ghost,         „ 

Holy  Trinity,  whicli  is  one  only  God, 
O  Mary,  without  sin,  pray  for  us  who  h&T| 
course  to  you. 


» 
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Object  of  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy  Ghost,  pray 

for  us  who  have  recourse  to  you. 
All  beautiful,  and  without  spot,  pray,  8cc, 
Sanctuary  of  incarnate  wisdom,         „ 
Built  by  his  hands,  and  ornamented  with  seven 

columns,  „ 
Model  of  the  life  of  faith,  „ 
Mother  of  sweetest  hope,  „ 
Mother  of  beautiful  love,  „ 
Virgin  detached  from  all. 
Seat  of  Christian  prudence. 
Mirror  of  perfect  justice,  „ 
Tower  of  true  strength,  „ 

Aurora,  without  clouds,  of  our  most  beautiful 

days,         „ 
New  Eve  promised  to  our  fathers  to  crush  the 

head  of  the  ancient  serpent,       „ 
Faith  of  Israel,  of  which  the  name  is  full  of  sweet- 
ness and  blessing,       „ 
The  most  perfect  of  pure  creatures,       „ 
Lily   of   brilliant    whiteness    in    the   middle    of 

thorns,       „ 
True  candlestick  of  admirable  gold,  ornamented 

with  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  ditto. 
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Mother  of  Jesus,  always  Virgin,  pray  for  xxs  who 
have  recourse  to  you. 

Glory  of  the  church,  pray,  &c. 

Honour  of  Christians,      „ 

Typified  by  the  famous  and  illustrious  of  the  an- 
cient law,        „ 

Announced  by  the  prophets,  „ 

Blessed  above  all  women,  „ 

Queen  of  all  angels  and  all  men,  „ 

Terror  of  demons, 

Advocate  of  sinners,     „ 

Prop  of  the  feeble,        „ 

Treasure  of  the  perfect,  of  whom  the  heart  is  so 
similar  to  that  of  Jesus,         „ 

Depositary  of  graces,  which  you  dispense  with  so 
bountiful  a  hand  to  all,         „ 

Consolation  of  the  afflicted  and  the  dying,    ,, 

Special  protectress  of  all  who  invoke  you,     ,, 

Mother  most  tender  to  all  your  children,       „ 

Transfixed  by  the  sword  of  grief  at  the  foot  of  the 
Cross,       „ 

Gate  of  the  residence  of  glory  and  eternal  de- 
lights,     „ 
Draw  your  children  by  the  odour  of  your  virtues, 
and  conduct  them  to  heaven,       „ 
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Lamb  of  God  which  efiaces  the  sins  of  the  world, 
forgive  us.  Lord. 

hear  us  favourably, 
have  pity  upon  us. 

Lord  Jesus  Christ,  hear  us  favourably. 

O  Virgin  Mary,  who  art  immaculate  in  your 
conception,       ,, 

Pray  for  us,  God  the  Father,  of  whom  you  brought 
into  the  world  the  son  Jesus,  conceived  in  your 
virgin  breast  by  the  operation  of  the  Holy  Spi- 
rit. 
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CHAPTER  XX . 


RussiMi  Dobility — Female  edacation — Family  attachments— Domestic 
character — Colonixation — ForeigDen — Ruasian  workmen — Serrantt 
— Their  habits — Treatment, 


A  BELIEF  in  the  miraculous  efficacy  of  this  medal 
and  litany  might  naturally  be  expected  amongst 
the  serfs ;  but  to  find  such  absurd  credulity  com- 
mon with  the  educated  and  civilized  nobility,  who 
insist  upon  being  considered  on  a  par  with  that 
of  the  rest  of  Europe,  is  sufficiently  astonishing. 
In  the  consideration  of  domestic  life  amongst  the 
upper  classes,  what  do  we  discover  to  be  the  con- 
duct of  these  noble  gentlemen  and  elegant  ladies, 
who  certainly  form  a  brilliant  **  societe  de  salon  V 
Rarely,  indeed,  do  they  value  or  practise  domestic 
habits ;  and  for  this  the  women,  in  general,  are 
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considerably  to  blame.    Their  intellectual  powers, 
which   are   certainly  greater  than  those   of  the 
men,  are  cultivated  only  to  attract  admiratioi;!  in 
public,  not  to  allure  them  to  the  homes  they  are 
too  willing  to  neglect.     They  take  no  interest  in 
family  afi^rs,  and  their  vanity  vrithers  the  virtues 
without  which  civilization  degenerates  into  elegant 
corruption.     Given  up  to  a  life  of  gaiety,  they 
often  entrust  their  children  entirely  to  English  or 
Swiss  servants,  or  else  they  are  brought  up  in  a 
very  injudicious  manner  by  themselves.     When 
the  boys  are  old   enough,  they  are  put  into  the 
hands  of  a  tutor,  sometimes  an  Englishman  ;  the 
celebrated  Pinkerton  held  this  situation  in  a  Rus- 
sian family  of  distinction,  and  his  amiable  and 
highly  intellectual    qualities  left   lasting  effects. 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  being  personally  known  to 
several  members  of  it,  who  were  residing  at  Mos- 
cow when  I  was  there.     The  head  of  this  family, 

the  Princess  M ,  is  a  woman  of  great  kindness 

of  heart,  strength  of  mind,  and  liberality  of  feel- 
ing, and,  at  the  same  time,  of  the  most  engaging 
manners ;  her  reading  is  extensive,  and  far  beyond 
that  of  her  countrymen  or  women.     She  might, 

N  2 
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without  flattery,  be  called  the  Hannah  Mort  of 
Russia ;  and  if  Russia  is  to  be  civilized,  it  will  be 
by  females,  not  eq^ual,  but  similar,  to    the  old 

Princess  M ,  though  few,  indeed,  like  her  are 

to  be  met  with  in  any  country.  To  return  from 
this  exception  to  the  mass :  I  have  said  that  some 
of  the  boys,  in  the  best  families,  are  placed  under 
tutors,  others  are  sent  to  the  Lycees,  Military 
schools,  &c.  The  girls  are  brought  up  by  gover- 
nesses, or  in  the  "  Pensionsdea  Demoiselles  Nobles." 
Under  the  eye  of  the  late  benevolent  and  intelli- 
gent Empress  Mother  these  establishments  were 
conducted  id  the  best  manner  possible.  She  was 
an  ornament  to  her  sex.  and  exalted  station,  and 
did  not  fail  to  see  tliat  her  plans  were  acted  upon ; 
but  it  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  her  antici- 
pations, with  regard  to  their  beneficial  eOects, 
have  been  realized.  In  these  Pensions,  the  girls 
are  confined  in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were 
in  a  convent,  and  seldom  or  never  see  tlieir  rela- 
tions. They  leave  these  schools,  fully  prepared 
to  thine  in  society  ;  and  there  they  very  soon  learn 
that  little  else  is  expected  from  them,  Marriago, 
mostly  "  de  convenauce,"  are  contracted  at  a  i 
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early  age ;  and  as  the  girls  are  generally  sent  from 
home  very  youngs  a  great  deal  of  the  tenderness 
of  feeling  that  might  have  been  cherished  under 
the  care  of  a  mother  is  lost ;  I  say  mighty  but  are 
they  ever  taught,  either  at  home  or  at  school, 
that  the  quiet  and  unostentatious  duties  of  domes- 
tic life  are  those  by  which  they  are  to  win  the 
respect  of  the  other  sex  ?  Is  it  impressed  upon 
them  that  the  smaller  their  sphere  of  action, 
the  purer  and  brighter  will  their  influence  and 
character  be  ?  From  what  may  generally  be 
observed,  it  is  justifiable,  and  not  uncharitable  to 
conclude,  very  seldom.  As  to  finding  out  these 
duties  by  example,  it  is  scarcely  too  much  to  say 
it  is  hopeless.  So  prevalent  is  light,  nay,  even 
licentious  conduct,  that  few  women  possessing 
these  virtues  present  themselves  to  observation ; 
and  the  finest  and  most  generous  natures  are  soon 
corrupted  by  contact  with,  and  the  pernicious  in- 
fluence of  the  many.  The  men  are  so  much  from 
home  on  military  duty,  that  their  family  attach- 
ments are  naturally  weakened,  and  their  admira- 
tion of  women  is  merely  that  of  the  moment; 
they  do  not  appreciate,  nor  become  refined  by 
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their  society.  In  tbe  abort  intervals  which  the 
government  will  allow  either  a  husband  or  son 
to  be  at  home,  be  finds,  even  if  he  were  disposed 
to  enjoy  it,  very  little  there  to  induce  him  to 
forego  the  everlasting  balls,  theatricals,  and  the 
excitement  of  the  gaming  table,  so  eagerly  sought 
after  in  this  country ;  that  have  been,  when  off 
duty,  his  only  resource,  and  to  which,  from  babit, 
lie  has  become  entirely  devoted.  Smoking,  and 
occasionally  a  book,  vary  the  routine  of  his  me- 
chanical, servile,  and  trifling  existence ;  his  lite- 
rary taste  is  of  the  same  exalted  character ;  for 
he  seldom  soars  above  a  novel  of  De  Balzac's,  or 
Paul  de  Kock.  Few  yeais  of  married  life  are 
passed  over,  before  a  Russian  couple  are  nothing 
to  each  other,  and  mutual  delinquency  is  over- 
looked on  both  sides  by  tacit  consent;  appearances 
are  scarcely  studied,  and  it  is  by  no  means  an 
uncommon  thing  to  see  a  man's  natural  childvat 
brought  up  by  his  wife.  Both  manage  tbab 
"  affaires  de  cteur"  with  the  most  perfect  coobwa 
imaginable,  of  which  the  following  anecdote  ii  u 
example.  A  noblenaan's  wife,  and  the  mother  of 
his  children,  was  the  object  of  the  attentJona  o(a 
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person  of  higher  rank^  and  greater  riches  than 
himself.     This  induced  her  to  accept  them ;  but 
fSeur  from  its  interrupting  the  intercourse  of  the 
husband  and  wife,  she  frequently  passed  a  part 
of  her  time  with  him  and  her  grown-up  daughters, 
and  when  her  paramour's  carriage  arrived  for  her 
in  the  evening,  her  husband  would  say,  in  the 
presence  of  his  children,  ''  Bon  soir,  ma  chere,  la 
▼oiture  t'  attend."     This  state  of   things  works 
lamentably  well  for  its  own  continuance,  for  how 
should  parents  thus  circumstanced,  command  the 
love  and  esteem  of  their  children  ? — nature  speaks 
in  vain.     They  grow  up,  without  a  sense  of  fOial 
duty  and  respect  towards  either  father  or  mother, 
and,  consequently,  without  the  latter  for  them- 
selves.    In  after  life,  they  take  up  the  same  rou- 
tine of  conduct.     "  Vive  la  bagatelle ! "    is  the 
feeling  of  all.     None  of  them  live  for  themselves 
or  their  families.     The  women  live  for  intrigue 
and  effect ;  the  men  for  intrigue,  dissipation,  and 
the  govenmient.     Domestic  happiness,  therefore, 
the  best  and  strongest  evidence  of  true  civilization, 
is  very  scarce.     The  progress  of  the  latter  will 
never  be  effected  by  Ukase,  the  secret  Police,  the 
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censorship,  or  the  military  system ;  the  only  hope 
for  Russia  is  in  the  weaker  sex.  Could  that 
canker,  the  love  of  admiration  and  display,  be 
eradicated  from,  or  even  subdued  in,  their  minds, 
the  first  point  woidtl  be  gained ;  and,  as  wives 
and  mothers,  they  would  exercise  a  useful  ascend- 
ency over  their  husbands  and  children,  which  is 
now  scarcely  ever  seen.  With  feelings  thiu  ame- 
liorated, the  nobility  would  act  with  benevolence 
towards  their  serfs,  and  Kussia  might  then  have 
a  prospect  of  becoming  civilized;  the  former 
would  be  emancipated  from  the  thraldom  of  their 
vices,  and  the  latter  from  their  chuns.  It  was 
my  good  fortune  to  know  ladies  of  sense  and  feel- 
ing, who  would  justify  these  anticipations ;  they 
had  strong,  cultivated,  and  refined  minds,  elegant 
manners,  and  good  hearts ;  but  they  appeared 
only  in  society,  they  lived  at  home.  Unfortunately, 
there  is  no  middle  class,  who,  in  other  countries, 
contribute  so  essentially  to  the  progress  of  civili- 
zation in  general,  and  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
domestic  duties  and  virtues  more  particularly. 
It  will  be  long,  therefore,  before  much  i 
achieved,— it  must  be  a  work  of  time. 
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It  is  very  questionable  whether  the  coloniza- 
tioDy  which  has  been  encouraged  to  so  great  an 
extent  in  Russia,  to  instruct  the  population  in 
agriculture,  has  been  attended  with  success,  or 
indeed  any  beneficial  effects.  The  vices  of  every 
other  country  have  been  introduced  with  the 
individuals  thus  settled,  for,  as  I  have  observed 
elsewhere,  they  are  the  worst  and  most  degraded 
characters  of  their  respective  nations.  The  policy 
of  Peter  the  Great,  which  succeeding  sovereigns 
have  generally  taken  for  their  guide,  was  to  bring 
foreigners  of  experience  and  dexterity,  in  various 
arts,  into  Russia ;  but  though  he  travelled  abroad, 
and  studied  himself,  he  sent  very  few  of  his 
countrymen  to  be  educated  and  enlightened  by 
the  same  means.  The  system  of  employing 
foreigners  has  been  continued,  and  excellence  in 
the  mechanical  and  other  arts,  in  consequence, 
retained  amongst  them  and  their  descendants. 
Little  emulation  has  been  created  in  the  national 
mind,  and  very  few  native  artists  have  risen  to 
compete  with  those  which  are  still  continually 
introduced ;  and  yet  Russians  have  the  vanity  to 
assert,  that  they  can  do  without  foreign  assist- 
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ance ;  absurd  as  it  may  Boem,  there  is  not  a  J 
Man  apothecary  in  the  empire. 

All  the  factories  are  managed  by  foreigner 
Mr.  Baird,  tlie  head  CDginecr  at  St.  Petersbuigb, 
13  an  Englishman,  and  the  statues  and  iron  frame- 
work of  the  dome  of  the  Isaac  churcb,  were  cast 
in  his  foundry.  The  arcliitect  of  this  magnificent 
building  is  a  Freuchtnan.  At  Alexandrefsky  the 
factory  for  playing-cards  is  under  the  superintend- 
ence of  Mons.  De  la  Rue,  the  cotton  factory  under 
that  of  General  Wilson;  the  linen  department  of 
the  same  establishment  is  under  another  EngUsh- 
man:  The  principal  part  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Law's 
congregation  there,  consists  of  the  workmen  of  the 
factories,  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Camidge  at  Mos- 
cow, of  artizans  from  the  private  ones  in  and  near 
that  city.  The  arseoaJ,  and  government  establish- 
ment for  the  manufacture  of  fire-arms,  at  Tula,  is 
conducted  by  Mr.  Jones ;  the  machinery  for  the 
new  works  erecting  there  is  under  Mr.  Trewheller ; 
his  son  has  the  care  of  the  gardens,  water- works,  and 
palace  at  Peterhoff;  the  head  of  the  army  mediol 
staff  is  Sir  A.  Wylie ;  in  the  engineer  depart- 
ment tliere   are   many  distinguished   Frenctu 
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and  other  foreigners ;  the  plans  for  the  military 
works  erecting  at  Sevastopol,  were  given  bj  a 
gentleman  of  that  nation,  and  the  engineer  for  the 
construction  of  the  docks  there,  is  an  Englishman ; 
the  principal  architect  at  Nicolaieff  is  the  same ; 
the  head  of  the  commercial  school  at  St.  Peters- 
burgh  is  Mr.  Bagster,  also  of  that  nation,  and 
almost  all  the  professors  of  their  universities  are 
foreigners.  These  are  but  a  few  instances  ;  hun- 
dreds might  be  named,  for  every  department  of 
the  state  swarms  with  Germans. 

The  Russian  workmen,  being  good  imitators, 
act  well  in  the  subordinate  parts,  where  they  are 
not  required  to  originate  an  idea  for  themselves. 
I  was  much  amused  by  the  copying  propensities 
of  the  man  from  whom  I  ordered  a  leather  strap; 
To  give  him,  as  I  thought,  a  notion  of  what  I 
wanted,  I  cut  a  strip  of  paper  of  the  width  and 
length  I  wished  it  to  be,  and  snipped  a  few  holes 
for  the  tongue  of  the  buckle  without  much  pre- 
cision. When  it  came  home,  it  was  a  perfect 
facsimile  of  my  pattern,  notched  at  the  edge,  all 
the  holes  crooked,  and  at  different  distances.  But 
this  is   a   trifle   to    the   anecdote    related  by  a 
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summer  touriat,  of  a  pi&no  forte  that  was  made  by 
a  man  who  had  never  seen  but  one  in  hia  life.  "  I 
never  heard  of  your  having  invented  any  thing  but 
the  somovar,"  said  s.  Frenchman  to  a  Ruswan 
nobleman  in  my  presence ;  he  had  been  twenty- 
five  years  in  the  country,  and  was  a  very  good  judge. 
The  Rusaian  liad  not  a  word  to  say  in  reply,  though 
he  had  been  a  pupil  of  La  Place,  and  professed  to 
have  corrected  some  of  his  problems. 

The  treatment  of  servants,  generally  aer&,  is 
another  proof  that  tlieir  social  system  is  degraded 
indeed.  In  the  more  wealthy  families,  the  upper 
ones  are  occasionally  foteigners;  these  are  com- 
fortably oiF,  for  they  take  care  to  be  so  by  their 
agreements.  The  native  servants  of  this  class 
are  in  many  families,  I  may  say,  generally,  the 
only  ones  who  are  accommodated  with  beds,  so 
absolutely  necessary  to  cleanliness  and  comfort. 
The  whole  of  the  under  servants  go  without.  In 
winter  they  lie  down  in  their  clothes  close  to  the 
large  brick  stove,  of  wliich  there  is  one  in  each 
room,  or  on  the  top  of  it,  if  it  is  low  enough  to 
admit  of  their  getting  upon  it  without  much 
trouble.     Others  sleep  in  the  kitchen,  oi  on  the 
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landings ;  here,  before  stretching  themaelves,  they 
play  a  game  at  heads  and  tails,  or  cards,  and  when 
this  is  concluded,  turn  round  three  times  like  a 
dog,  lie  down,  and  take  their  rest.  At  day-break 
they  resume  their  occupations  without  much  more 
preparation  than  that  animal — ^they  awake,  shake 
themselves,  and  their  toilette  is  complete. 

In  Odessa,  eren  the  colonist  servants,  if  they  have 
any  beds  of  their  own,  bring  them  with  them,  but 
they  never  expect  to  have  them  found  by  those  who 
engage  them.  Not  only  my  eyes,  but  my  very  ears 
were  awakened  to  a  sense  of  the  dirty  habits  of 
Russian  servants.  One  morning,  while  occupied  in 
writing  a  letter,  a  very  odd  squirting  kind  of  noise 
outside  the  door  interrupted  me  in  my  agreeable 
occupation — for  it  was  one  to  home.  I  went  out 
into  the  passage  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  found 
my  neighbour's  housemaid  ironing  her  mistress's 
lace  collars  and  **  postizos,"  but  this  did  not  account 
for  it.  I  re-entered  my  room,  but  had  scarcely  got 
seated  once  more  at  my  desk,  when  it  was  again 
heard  "  whisht,  whisht ;"  I  looked  out  again,  and 
again,  and  at  last  caught  the  abigail  in  the  very 
act  of  filling  her  mouth  with  water,  which  she 
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discharged  over  a  richly  embroidered  muslin  dress, 
to  damp  it  before  ironing.  This  was  done  with 
a  good  deal  of  method  by  first  puffing  out  her 
cheeksy  and  then  slapping  them  sharply  vdth  both 
hands. 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 

Serit — CheremctieflTB— No  prospect  of  emancipation — Their  price — 
SuflFeriogB — Revenge— Decency — Love  of  ardent  spirits — Natural 
good  qualities^Skipentition— Fatting — Feasting— Singular  custom. 

Amongst  the  proprietors  of  serfs,  Counts  Chere- 
metieff  and  Stroganoff  are  said  to  be  the  largest ; 
the  former  has  nearly  one  hundred  thousand.  In 
conversation  with  foreigners  the  Russians  prefer 
calling  them  by  the  more  euphonious  name  otpea- 
tantt ;  but  they  are  serfe — ay,  slaves.  Those  who 
talk  the  most  of  the  imperative  duty  of  kindness 
to  them,  are  most  deficient  in  the  performance  of 
it.  Many  argue  that  they  are  utterly  insensible 
to  any  thing  of  the  sort. 

Some  of  Count  Cheremetieff*s  are  merchants,  and 
very  wealthy.     The  riches  of  a  serf  are  generaUy 


obtained  by  procuring  his  master's  permission' 
leave  Ms  estate,  and  follow  some  trade  in  a 
where  he  can  witliout  interruption  turn  a  small  capi- 
tal and  his  natural  shrewdness  to  account.  This  boon 
is  well  paid  for  if  be  is  auccesaful.  In  the  countr}-, 
in  cases  where  the  landlord's  cupidity  does  not  in- 
terfere with  the  provision  made  by  the  law  for  the 
serf's  benefit,  they  sometimes  accumulate  large 
sums,  for  they  spend  but  little  upon  themselves,  and 
an  increase  of  wealth  does  not  make  that  alteration 
in  their  habits  which  might  be  expected.  The  cus- 
tom is  to  allow  the  seri'  three  days  of  the  week  to 
cultivate  the  portion  of  land  assigned  to  him  by  his 
master,  for  whom  he  works  the  other  three 
in  this  case  also  he  sometimes  reaches  a  si 
comparative  affluence.  But  this  custom 
from  being  universal,  and  is  frequently  abrogated 
altogether ;  the  proprietor  takes  the  land  into  h'u 
own  hands,  and  makes  the  Ufe  of  his  bondsmao  like 
that  of  the  Israelites  of  old  under  their  Egyptian 
taskmasters.  Other  noblemen  allow  him  twodaj 
or  one,  or  give  him  up  the  land  upon  his  paj'ii 
certain  yearly  rent. 

Many  of  Count  CheremetiefTs   serfs  could 


course,  if  permitted,  purchase  their  freedom,  but 
this  nobleman  has  no  idea  of  allowing  them  to 
take  advantage  of  their  own  industry ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  is  a  subject  of  aelf-gratulation  with  many 
to  possess  rich  serfs,  and  it  is  affirmed  that  Chere- 
mitieff  is  BO  proud  of  his  that  no  sum  would  tempt 
him  to  give  them  their  liberty.  A  worthy  de- 
scendant, truly,  of  his  ancestor  in  the  days  of 
Catherine !  With  this  man  there  is  no  plea  of 
necessity,  but  it  gratifies  his  vanity,  for  it  has  an 
effect  vrhen  he  invites  foreigners  to  his  country- 
aeat.     On  these  occasions,  the  Count  is  received 

[  by  one  of  his  rich  serfs  in  a  mean  liut  built  in 
die  usual  style  of  a  Kussian  log-house,  and  fitted 
up  with  the  rudest  furniture,  the  table  is  covered 
with  the  coarsest  linen,  and  a  black   loaf  with 

,  some  salt,  and  a  wooden  bowl  of  borsch  *  are 
placed  upon  it.  The  party  merely  taste  this 
humble  refreshment,  when  the  door  leading  to 
another  house  at  the  back  Is  opened,  and  the  noble 
proprietor  and  his  friends  are  then  ushered  into  an 
apartment  handsomely  furnished.  The  table  here 
is  loaded  with  plate,  glass,  fruit,  and  a  profusion  of 
*  A  national  soup. 


viands,  in  the  arrangement  of  which  little  taste  is 
displayed,  and  champagne,  quass,  and  votka  are 
served,  one  as  freely  as  the  other.  The  guests 
leave  the  house  astonished  at  such  an  entertain- 
ment given  by  a  Russian  serf,  fancying  perhaps 
that  under  the  circumstances  the  man  is  as  well 
pleased  to  be  a  slave  as  free,  and  in  some  cases 
they  are  likely  to  be  right.  In  all  probability,  the 
serf  who  has  thus  feasted  his  master  and  his  friends 
can  scarcely  read,  knows  nothing  of  figures,  comits 
with  beads,  and  has  a  beard  of  enormous  length ; 
he  makes,  however,  large  sums  of  money,  for  he 
is  shrewd,  cunning  and  saving.  His  momenta  of 
extravagance  are,  when  as  in  this  case,  he  receives 
his  lord,  or  at  one  of  his  own  children's  weddings. 
When  Count  H.,  of  Kharkoff,  gives  large  par- 
ties, he  takes  pleasure  in  making  the  wealthiest 
of  his  serfs  put  on  his  liveries  and  wait  at  table. 
One  of  them,  a  clever  watchmaker,  offered  him 
a  large  sum  for  his  emancipation,  but  his  re- 
quest was  refused,  and  the  Count's  answer  was, 
"-No,  pay  me  five  hundred  roubles  a-year,  I  will 
not  exercise  my  power,  but  I  will  never  pa^  _ 
with  it." 
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A  woman,  the  Countess  Orloff,  has  been  the 
first  to  set  her  coimtrTmen  the  glorious  example 
of  giving  freedom  to  the  serfs,  but  it  is  lamentable 
how  few  have  followed  in  her  steps.  The  power 
over  them  at  the  present  moment  is  absolute ;  the 
instances  of  their  being  sold  without  the  land  are 
notorious,  for  the  ukase  against  the  practice  is 
constantly  evaded.  I  knew  a  foreigner,  but  na- 
turalized, who  had  a  very  clever  tailor.  This  man 
had  been  brought  up  under  a  Schneider  at  Mos- 
cow at  a  considerable  expense.  On  his  return  to 
the  estate,  he  committed  so  many  thefts  and  de- 
predations, that  his  master  determined  to  get  rid 
of  him,  and  when  this  became  known,  many  per- 
sons offered  large  sums  of  money  for  him.  Most 
fortunately  for  the  public,  his  owner's  resentment 
was  greater  than  his  love  of  gain,  and  he  was  sent 
off  to  Siberia.  That  he  could  have  sold  him,  no 
one  who  knows  any  thing  of  Russia  will  for  a  mo- 
ment doubt. 

Hundreds  of  serfs  are  taken  from  the  east  and 
central  parts  of  Russia  to  the  Crimea,  and  are 
there  let  out  on  hire  for  the  benefit  of  their  pro- 
prietors, much  in  the  same  way  as  hack-horses  are 
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in  this  country."  Though  in  an  indirect  manner, 
I  have  known  them  sold  in  the  streets  and  market- 
place of  Kief.  The  men  only  are  reckoned  as 
souls, — if  young  and  healthy  they  usually  fetch  a 
thousand  roubles  a-head;  a  woman  that  is  no  soul 
costs  only  five  hundred.  Serfs  are  often  staked  at 
the  ganiing  table;  and  I  knew  of  one  who  was 
bartered  for  a  pointer. 

The  Russians  call  the  Circassians  slave  dealers ; 
what  are  they  themselves,  with  all  their  civiliza- 
tion ?  The  treatment  of  the  serf  depends  entirely 
on  the  temper,  caprice,  good  nature,  brutality, 
or  kindness  of  his  master ;  he  may  flog  him  like 
his  dog,  without  assigning  any  reason  for  so  doing. 
The  man  never  dreams  of  applying  to  the  law  for 
protection ;  he  cannot  leave  his  village  without  a 
pass,  and  this  his  owner  is  not  likely  to  grant  to 
caxry  a  complaint  against  himself.  The  dread  of 
meeting  with  worse  punishment  for  murmuiing 
is   so  great,  hts  chance  of  obtaining  redress  so 
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hopeless,  that  he  sometimes  submits  to  atrocities 
which  make  one  shudder.  Can  it  be  believedy 
and  still  it  is  a  fact,  for  I  knew  the  instance,  that 
a  noble  ordered  a  young  peasant  girl  to  be  brought 
to  him  from  his  estate,  and,  in  spite  of  her  en- 
treaties, and  regardless  of  such  a  horrible  outrage 
on  humanity,  sacrificed  her  to  his  profligacy*  This 
is,  no  doubt,  a  rare  example,  in  all  probability, 
unique ;  but  in  what  estimation  ought  the  civiliza- 
tion of  a  country  t6  be  held,  the  laws  of  which  are 
so  completely  a  dead  letter  to  the  great  mass  of  the 
population,  that  such  an  action  can  be  committed 
with  impunity,  and  where  society  is  on  such  a 
footing,  that  the  perpetrator  of  the  deed  can  still 
retain  his  place  in  it  ? 

But  if  the  tyranny,  as  in  this  case,  becomes 
more  than  excessive,  the  serf  sometimes  takes  the 
law  into  his  own  hands,  and  assassinates  his  lord. 
In  this  way  a  village  will  occasionally  rise  "  en 
masse  ;*'  and  about  three  years  ago,  the  inhabitants 
of  one  in  the  Ukraine  put  their  proprietor  into  his 
own  oven  ;  being  no  Fire-king,  he  was  killed*  On 
this  occasion,  a  military  force  was  sent  down  to 
the  estate,  inquiry  took  place,  and  punishment 
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followed ;  the  delinquents  received  tbe  knout,  and 
were  sent  to  Siberia,  for  no  matter  what  the 
tyranny  had  been  which  led  to  this  retaliation,  of 
course  serfs  must  not  bake  their  masters :  the 
tragedy  was  soon  forgotten. 

When  a  proprietor  is  absent  from  his  estate, 
his  village  is  given  up  to  a  grinding  agent,  fre- 
quently a  military  man;  retired  colonels  are  often 
employed  in  this  capacity,  who  carry  their  ideas 
of  authority  from  a  Russian  parade  and  barrack- 
room,  and,  in  executing-  the  duties  of  their  situation, 
make  use  of  their  power  in  a  corresponding  spirit  of 
severity.  Nothing  is  done  to  ameliorate  tlie  habits 
of  the  serf,  which  are  dirty  in  the  extreme,  more 
particularly  in  the  towns ;  and  though  they  some- 
times use  the  vapour  bath,  they  seldom  or  never 
wash  themselves,  or  change  their  clothes  or  linen. 
The  pink  shirt,  or  cotton  caftan,  that  ia  put  on 
new  on  Easter-day,  ia  never  removed  from  the 
wearer's  back,  excepting  when  lie  bathes.  He 
works  or  idles,  eats,  drinks,  trnd  sleeps  in  it,  and 
the  clothes,  as  well  as  the  hair  and  beard,  are 
generally  disgustingly  filthy.  The  shoob,  or 
sheepskin,   is  put  on   at  the   commencement  ( 


BERP8.  287 

winter,  and  as  it  is  worn  many  years  consecutively, 
it  becomes  at  last  black  with  grease:  a  bed  is 
almost  unknown  amongst  them. 

In  bathing,  they  sometimes  take  their  families 
with  them.  At  Odessa,  I  have  seen  the  men  with 
their  wives,  and  children  of  both  sexes,  and  of  all 
ages,  go  into  the  sea  together  perfectly  naked,  and 
this  in  the  open  day,  close  to  the  pratique  port. 
Nothing  could  be  more  praiseworthy  than  this  act 
of  cleanliness,  for  they  had  no  means  of  washing 
themselves  at  home ;  there  was  not  even  a  public 
pump;  but  they  could  have  gone  to  a  distance, 
and  a  division  of  the  family  circle  might  have  taken 
place.* 

Their  great  vice  is  a  love  of  ardent  spirits ;  this 
predilection  is  not  extraordinary,  for  a  hard  drink- 
ing bout  is  the  only  excitement  they  have  to  vary 
the  dull  monotony  of  their  existence.  In  many 
cases  this  practice  is  encouraged  by  the  propri- 
etors, for  many  have  private  distilleries  on  their 

*  But  was  this  gross  breach  of  decency  to  be  wondered 
at,  when,  within  the  memory  of  a  young  inhabitant  of  the 
town,  the  women  had  been  obliged  to  perform  their  spoglia  on 
the  beach  without  shelter  or  screen  of  any  kind? 


estates,  wUcb  are  a  source  of  great  emolument  to 
them,  and  the  depravity  of  the  serf  may  be  said 
to  arise  in  a  great  measure  from  having  such  faci- 
lities of  obtaining  spirits.  By  nature,  a  Russian 
serf  has  as  much  intelligence  and  feeling  as  other 
men;  he  is  letained  in  his  degradation  by  his 
civilieed  master.  It  is  quite  wonderful  the  quan- 
tity of  votka  these  people  will  swallow ;  it  is  gene- 
rally drank  new,  and  so  strong  that  I  can  compare 
it  to  nothing  but  liquid  fire  when  going  down  the 
throat.  They  think  Totka  very  wholesome,  aoii 
sometimes  give  it  to  children  at  tlie  breast;  if 
they  refuse  to  take  it,  the  parents  not  unfre- 
quently  rub  it  on  their  heads.  In  spite  of  being 
HO  much  addicted  to  raw  spirits,  extraordinary 
cases  of  longevity  occur.  The  two  following  are 
from  a  paper,  publislied  by  the  government  in 
1839 :  one  man,  one  hundred  and  forty-five  years 
old,  died  near  Bender,  and  the  other  at  Tobolsk 
at  one  hundred  and  forty.  There  were  several 
upwards  of  a  hundred;  but  I  only  noted  these 
two. 

Lent,  and  all  fast  days,  are   kept  with  much 
greater  strictness   in    this   than   in  any  Catholic 
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country,  and  the  poor  may  literally  be  said  to  fast, 
for  they  never  eat  anythii^but  haricot  beans,  with 
rape  oil  and  black  bread  during  this  season ;  and 
so  bigoted  and  superstitious  are  they  upon  the 
point,  that  nothing  would  induce  them  to  trans* 
gress  this  ordinance  of  their  church. 

A  criminal  who  had  murdered  his  mother  at 
Odessa,  was  sentenced  to  receive  the  knout,  and 
be  banished  to  Siberia  if  he  survived  the  punish- 
ment ;  he  did  so,  and  on  his  road  there,  the  gang 
to  which  he  was  attached  halted  one  day  at  a 
wretched  pot-house  on  the  road-side  to  obtain  some 
refreshment.     It  was  during  Lent,  but  this  miser- 
able hovel  was  kept  by  a  Jew,  and  he  had  there- 
fore flesh,  as  well  as  fish  and  herbs  to  ofler  to  his 
guests.     *'  What  will  you  eat  ?  "  said  the  host  to 
the  thieves,  "  fish  or  flesh  ?  -     "  What !  '*  said  the 
matricide,  "  eat  meat  in  Lent  ?  Dog  of  a  Jew !  I 
have  killed  my  mother,  and  would  kill  my  father, 
too,  rather  than  eat  meat  in  Lent.**     A  journey- 
man carpenter,  who  was  at  work  at  my  house, 
asked  for  some  bread ;  the  servant  gave  him  half 
a  loaf:   he  took  it,  but  knowing  that  we  were 
foreigners,  asked,  before  he  began  to  eat,  whether 
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we  fasted  ?  She  answered  in  the  negative,  "  Ob, 
then,"  said  the  man,  "  take  back  your  bread ; 
nothing  would  tempt  me  to  taete  it." 

The  nobility  easily  obtain  dispensations,  and 
fast  merely  the  first  or  last  week.  The  scenes 
that  take  place  amongst  the  lower  orders  after 
all  this  abstinence  are  not  a  little  extraordinary. 
There  is  a  well-known  custom  amongst  soldiers, 
called  kegging,  and  a  man  who  has  taken  an  oath, 
or  ke^ed  himself,  ne?er  to  taste  spirits  for  a 
certain  time,  seldom  or  never  breaks  his  engage- 
ment :  hut  "  en  revanche  "  he  sometimes  gets  blind 
drunk  the  very  hour  this  bargain  with  himself  is 
up.  The  Russians,  In  the  same  way,  practise  a 
most  rigid  fast,  but  Easter  Eve  is  looked  forward 
to  with  great  impatience,  and  twelve  o'clock  on 
that  night  with  infinitely  more  eagerness  than 
the  hour  of  sunset  is  in  the  Ramadan.  Long 
before  midnight  the  steps  of  the  churches,  and 
the  roads  leading  to  them,  are  crowded  with 
people  laden  with  eatables  of  all  kinds,  which 
must  he  blessed  by  a  priest  before  they  can  break 
their  long  fast.  Every  one  brings  something, 
according  to  his  means,  and  the  poor  hoard  up 
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every  copeck  during  Lent  for  tliis  occasion.  There 
IB,  of  course,  a  great  variety  in  their  offerings ;  the 
rich  bring  sucking-pigs  and  lambs,  confectionary, 
poultry,  and  hams,  while  the  serfs  have  loaves  of 
bread,  cakes,  and  hard  eggs.  Most  of  these  are 
decorated  with  ribands  and  flowers;  the  eggs 
are  generally  of  various  colours,  usually  red,  but 
some  are  gilt,  and  have  saints,  and  all  kinds  of 
patterns,  painted  on  them.*  Many  bushels  are 
frequently  collected  in  one  house ;  they  are  boiled 
hard,  and  no  one  goes  out  without  a  few  in  his 
pocket,  to  keep  up  the  following  singular  custom. 
Ivan  and  Alexis  meet  in  the  street :  the  two 
firiends  stop,  and  each  pulls  out  an  egg ;  the  former 
holds  his  in  the  hollow  of  his  closed  hand,  in  such 
a  manner  that  the  small  end,  only,  can  be  seen ; 
this  Alexis  endeavours  to  break,  by  tapping  it 
with  the  end  of  his,  but,  not  by  any  means,  in  a 
hurry,  for  a  good  deal  of  manoeuvring  is  shown 
on  the  occasion,  and  it  is  some  time  before  Ivan 

*  The  custom  of  painting  or  colouring  eggB  is  of  ancient 
origin  ;  Michaud,  in  his  Histoire  des  Croisades,  mentions,  that 
they  were  brought  as  presents  to  the  camp  of  the  crusaders ; 
which,  says  one  of  the  old  chroniclers,  **  pour  llionneur  de 
nos  personnes  ont  avaient  peints  de  diverses  couleurs." 
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has  arranged  his  to  his  mind.  At  last,  all  is  ready, 
and  his  firiend  gives  the  fatal  blow.  The  one 
whose  egg  is  broken  loses;  the  victor  pockets 
both,  and  says,  "  Christ  is  risen  ;**  the  other  re- 
plies, **  He  is  indeed  risen.**  They  then  take  off 
their  hats,  kiss  three  times,  make  a  most  profound 
bow,  and  part,  to  repeat  the  same  ceremony  at 
the  comer  of  the  next  street.  Another  great 
event  of  the  day  is  a  general  change  of  linen ;  the 
mujik  puts  on  a  new  pink  shirt,  which  lasts  him 
till  Easter  comes  round  again. 


CHAPTEE  XXII. 


Aa  Eutn  breakfiil — GonnudiEing — The  weeping  week— The  ui- 
donU — ImpioTomenl  of  the  lerfi — ImiifforMiiw  of  (hs  nobilily  to  the 
•ubjael — FiUo  ippeuuiccii — Guiioi'i  deGaitiaB  of  civiUution — 
Coucluiuia, 


The  nobility  follow  the  same  practice  of  having 
their  first  meal  blessed  by  the  priest ;  but  he  is 
invited  to  the  house  to  perform  the  ceremony.  At 
Odessa,  Count  Woronzoff  gave  a  public  breakfast, 
which  was  attended  by  all  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ances, and  by  every  "  employe"  in  the  town,  high 
and  low ;  for  to  have  omitted  going  would  have  been 
eonsidered,  if  observed,  a  pointed  insult.  The 
eeremony  of  blessing  the  "  comestibles"  had  talcen 
place  before  I  arrived ;  and  I  found  the  room 
nowded  to  excess,  The  table  presented  as  curious 
•  melange  as  the  steps  of  the  church,  though  every 
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tiling  was  laid  out  with  great  elegance ;  amongst 
the  dishes,  the  most  peculiar  were  lambs  roasted 
whole,  in  honour  of  the  day,  which,  being  very 
young  and  lean,  had  a  most  disgusting  appearance. 
I  never  saw  a  table  cleared  with  greater  rapidity, 
the  lambs  alone  remained;  the  gonnandizing. 
however,  was  interrupted  at  intervals  by  &esh 
parties  of  friends,  when  the  omni-busting,  which 
had  in  some  degree  subsided,  received  a  new 
impulse,  and  in  their  anxiety  to  get  at  one 
another,  do  sb'ght  confusion  was  created  amongst 
the  dishes  and  the  company.  It  required  a  long 
purse  and,  a  disposidon  to  open  it  freely,  to  enter- 
tain such  a  set  of  hungry  visitors  in  so  handsome 
a  manner.  The  vfine,  which  ran  like  water,  soon 
had  suflicieut  effect  to  warm  the  hearts  of  all, 
both  male  and  female,  towards  each  other,  and 
many  who  had  previously  been  scarcely  acquainted, 
were  now  to  be  seen  locked  in  each  other's  em- 
brace. The  custom  of  kissing  at  Easter  is  car- 
ried to  such  an  extent  on  this  day,  that  a  lady 
kisses  her  maid  directly  she  awakes,  and  the  whole 
of  the  females  of  the  establishment  are  paraded 
at  the  door  of  her  bed-room,  to  go  through  the 
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^kune  ceremony.  1'he  lower  orders,  on  leaving  the 
Churcli,  give  way  to  every  kind  of  excess,  and 
remain  in  a  muzzy  state  for  a  fortnight ;  scarcely  a 
Todovosk  will  work,  the  inhabitants  of  Odessa  are 
therefore  obliged  to  lay  in  a  stock  of  water  for  the 
week,  and  stale  bread  must  be  eaten  for  several  days, 

»The  low  wjne-ahops  are   crowded  with  company, 
Rod  the  gluttony  ia  so  great,  that  every  article  of 
I       food  is  raised  nearly  one-half  in   price.     A  fair, 
also,  was  held  near  the  town,  but  it  was  very  dull, 
the  only  amusement  for  tlie  lower  orders  being  a 
few  roundabouts,  in  which  the  occupants  appeared 
to  sit  more  from  necessity  than  pleasure ;  there 
r  was  no  hilarity  of  feeling,  which,  on  such  occasions 
I  Aows  itself  amongst  the  population  of  other  coun- 
f  tries.       The  inmates    from    the  "  Pension    des 
I  Demoiselles  Nobles"  went  there  in  state,  one  day; 
I  ,^uite  an  event  to  them,  as  tliey  never  leave  their 
[prison,  or,  rather,  the  grounds  attached  to  it.     I 
I  went  into  a  low  drinking  booth  witli  an  acquaint- 
I  ance,  and  found  one  of  Count  W.'s  grooms  danc- 
I  ing   a   kind   of    fandango;    the  fellow   put  him- 
Belf  into  every  kind  of  odd  attitude  :  variety  ap- 
1  peared  the  only  merit  of  his  performance,  which 


ms  fiu  Iamb  elegant,  but,  born  tbe  applause  tbat 
iwed,  he  wu  evidently  onuidered  m  pro£- 
It  was  nngtilar  enotigb  to  find  two  Ei^sb 
tntebaots  at  this  tut;  they  had  travelled  all 
<rrer  Europe,  and  exhibited  feata  of  agili^  and 
strength,  so  extnanUnary,  that  they  drew  good 
audiences. 

On  Monday  and  Tnesday  of  die  weelc  after 
Kuter,  the  churchyard  is  crowded  by  the  lowei 
ordere,  who  go  there  to  make  meny  over  thdr 
relations  aod  friends.  I  went  there  to  witness 
their  pioceedings,  which,  I  had  be«n  informed, 
bad  Dothing  of  a  Uchrymose  character  about  tbem. 
There  is  only  one  chnrchyard  at  Odessa,  and 
though  the  members  of  each  religion  hare  a  portion 
of  ground  to  themselves,  one  common  wall  sur- 
rounds the  whole.  Here  the  followers  of  the 
Greek,  the  Catholic,  and  Protestant  Churches,  and 
the  aectarians  of  each,  the  Jews  and  their  sects, 
the  Mabonunedans  and  theirs,  the  Deist  and  the 
Atheist,  lie  side  by  side.  Tbe  first,  though  pr^ 
fesscdiy  Christians,  exhibited  on  this  occasion  a 
scene  such  as  I  shall  not  easily  forget.  On  each 
grave  was  placed  all  kinds  of  good  ttunga,  with  • 
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■     large  flask  of  votka  in  the  centre,  and  the  family  sat 
*      round  it,  waiting  for  the  prieat  to  come  and  bless 
their  brandy  and  provisions.      These  gentlemen 
did  not  keep  them  long  waiting,  for  several  of 
them  were   officiating    in   difTereat  parts  of  the 
churchyard.     Each  Papa  was  followed  by  a  man 
with    a   large  aack  ;   the   former,  on  coming   to 
the  grave,   took  his   station  at   the  head  of  it, 
^    with  his  assistant  in  the  rear;  the  family  rose  on 
^k  his  approach,  and  stood  cap  in   hand,   while  he 
^m  recited  the  customary   prayers ;   a  great  deal  of 
V    crossing  and  genuflexion  foUowed;  the  attendant 
H     then   came    forward  with   his   sack,  which  was 
opened,  and  the  priest  having  retired  a  little,  his 
share  of  the  caubles  was  put  in ;  no  one  touched 
anything  until  this  was  satiafactorily  arranged.     In 
this  manner,  he  went  from  grave  to  grave,  never 
getting  graver,  for  sometimes  he  got  money  as  well 
s  prog,  and  always  flnished  with  a  glass  of  votka ; 
I  without  the  latter  the  common  people  do  not  cos- 
aider  the  ceremony  complete.    Sentries  were  posted 
a  several  parts  of  the  churchyard  to  preserve  order. 
n  the  villages  of  the  interior,  where  there  are 
lone,  these  schnappes  are  taken   so  often,  that 
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they  have  their  due  effect,  and  the  bearded  Bscclius, 
of  the  same  stamp  as  Mr.  Sabouroff's,  frequently 
getting  '  non  compos,"  falU  upon  a  grave,  and  over 
some  of  his  flock,  before  he  retires.  The  affair  thus 
auspiciously  commenced,  finishes  by  their  all  bein^ 
blind  drunk,  when  they  roll  about  the  graves,  laugh, 
cry,  fight,  and  kiss,  calling  upon  their  dead  friends 
or  relations,  in  terms  either  of  kindness  or  cnrsing, 
according  to  the  point  of  tlieir  character  which 
is  uppermost  in  their  memory  at  the  time.  They 
are  always  accompanied  by  their  cbildren,  and 
when  they  are  too  tipsy  to  go  for  more  liquor 
themselves,  they  send  them  to  get  a  fresh  supply- 
The  gate  of  the  churchyard  waa  crowded  with 
beggars,  and  persons  selling  tombstones  made  of 
the  soft  stone  of  the  place,  which,  as  I  have  said 
before,  can  be  cut  with  a  hatchet ;  they  wcie 
mostly  in  the  shape  of  a  Greek  cross,  and  appeaird 
to  meet  with  a  ready  sale ;  for  many  not  only 
drink  to  the  health  of  their  departed  friends,  but 
erect  monuments  to  their  memory.  Thii 
aha,  (unequalled,  I  should  Imagine,  in  ancient 
well  as  modem  times,)  lasts  two  days,  and  is  Kif^ 
astonishing  instance  of  the  manner  in  which  tiie 


Christian  religioD  may  be  peirerted  by  ignorance 
and  superstition. 

Though  the  practice  of  offering  oblations  and 
feasting  over  the  tombs  of  the  dead  is  of  high 
antiqui^,  there  is  no  reason  for  supposing  that 
the  ancients,  though  Pagans,  conducted  these 
ceremonies  in  the  disgusting  manner  which  tiie 
Russians  do  under  the  Christian  dispensation, 
perverting  it  to  suit  their  own  gross  and  sensual 
ideas.  On  the  contrary,  they  appear  to  have 
been  conducted  with  great  decorum,  in  honour  of 
fiiends  whom  they  regretted,  and  whose  virtues 
they  took  that  opportunity  of  mentioning  with 
affection  and  respect. 

" EurylochuB 

Held  ftut  tlie  destined  sacrifice,  while  I 

Scooped  with  my  ewurd  the  soil,  opening  a  trencli 

EU  wide  on  every  side  :  then  poured  around 

Lilwtion  consecrate  to  all  tlie  dead. 

Fint  milk  with  honey  mixed,  then  luicious  wine, 

Then  water,  aprinkling,  last,  meal  over  all. 


Piercing  the  victims  next,  1  lunied  them  both 
To  bleed  into  the  Ircncli :  tlien  swarming  came 
From  Erebus  tlie  shades  of  the  deceaied. 

Odyss 


THE    ANnENTS, 

How  aolemnly  these  rites  were  conducted  will 
appear  by  the  fact  that  "  in  the  simplicity  of  these 
primitive  agea  it  was  considered  expedient  to  say 
nothing,  rather  than  by  speaking,  to  offend  the 
deceased,  or  transgress  the  rules  of  truth,  bol 
which  were  thought  greatly  criminal. 

Dr.  Adams,  in  his  work  on  Roman  antiqui 
says  that  "  these  funeral  feasts  were  divided  into 
two  classes,  the  tirst,  solely  in  honour  of  tlic  dead, 
the  second  both  for  tlie  dead  and  living ;  the  offer- 
ings of  lettuces,  bread,  and  eggs,  were  left  upon  the 
tomb,  which,  it  was  supposed,  the  ghosts  would 
come  and  cat;  and  thougli,  in  the  second,  cailei 
Silicemium,  the  friends  and  relations  of  the  de- 
ceased partook  of  the  feast,  there  was  no  gluttony 
nor  drunkenness."  St.  Augustine  also  noUces 
this  custom  in  the  fourth  century,  and  expresses 
his  wonder  "  that  men  should  heap  uieatft  and 
wines  upon  tombs,  as  If  departed  spirits  reijinj 
fleshly  food." 

After  the  Christian  era,  the  custom  resoli 
ilself  into  a  feast  at  Easter,  in  some  parts  of  the 
Christian  world,  in  commemoration  of  the  death 
and  resurrection  of  onr  Saviour.     But  he 
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nusguided  the  feelings  of  reverential  superstition, 

in  which  these  customs  originated,  and  were  for 

years  continued  by  the  ancients,  the  merit  eren 

of  this  is  lost  to  these  modern  ghoules :  neither 

respect  for   the  memorj-  of  tlieir  friends,  nor  a 

propersenseofwhatthey  owe  to  the  Author  of  their 

religion,  ia  the  reason  for  celehrating  these  orgiesi 

but    to  have  an    opportunity  of   indulging  their 

coarse  and   degrading  propensities ;  this  state  of 

I   demoralization  is  far  too  proiitable  to  the  priests 

I  for  them  not  to  perpetuate,  although,  according  to 

L  Mr.  Krusensteni,  they  are  "all  devoted  to  study." 

Such  is  the  mental  state  of  forty-five  millions 

of  the  Russian  population,  and  such  it  is  likely  to 

remain.     Their  social  condition  is  on  a  par  with 

it,  and  has  but  a  very  little  better  prospect  of 

improvement.     The  conduct  of  their  proprietors 

towards  them  is  in  all  respects  devoid  of  any  cha- 

I  tacteristics,  which  might  be  considered  evidence  of 

I  the  civilization  they  lay  claim  to,  and  the  constant 

accession  to  this  class  from  the  ranks  of  the  army, 

of    men     devoid     of     education    and    generosity    ■ 

of   feeling,  renders  the  chance  very  prospective; 

■   the  tyranny  under  which   they  sufiered  as  sub- 
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ordinates,  they  practise  as  masters.  Even  the 
generality  of  those  who  have  had  all  the  adran- 
tages  of  birth  and  education,  whose  nobility  is 
of  long  standing,  make  but  few  attempts  to  elevate 
the  character  and  couditiou  of  their  dependants. 
The  principal  idea  they  have  in  connexion  with 
their  improvement,  is  to  increase  their  value  as 
property.  A  tailor  is  worth  more  than  a  labourer, 
but  only  a  few  get  the  benefit  of  this  spurious 
benevolence.  t  knew  a  nobleman  wlio,  from 
similar  motives,  bad  his  serf  taught  music ;  \\m 
man  always  played  the  piano  forte  at  his  quadrille 
parties  in  the  country ;  at  Petersburgh  he  did 
duty  as  a  footman.  Why  do  not  those,  who  have 
both  the  means  and  power,  patiently  and  eamestiv 
persist  in  improving  the  habits  of  the  serf?  whrdo 
they  suffer  them  to  feed  like  swine,  and  not  give 
them  any  idea  of  a  decent  deportment  ?  The  nak 
would  be  difficult  indeed  to  teach  them  to  apprt- 
ciaie  these  things,  but  if  only  made  to  do  them,  ii 
would  be  one  step  gained  in  a  generation.  This 
modest  line  of  benevolence,  however,  would  be 
unseen  and  unfelt,  but  by  the  poor  and  hui 
and  vanity  forbids  such  waste  of  pains. 
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H  Whatever  can  be  aeen  snd  admired  must  be 
H  done  on  a  large  scale,  and  with  great  ecUt;  what 
■  is  never  likely  to  add  to  the  brilliancj  of  their 
W  parties,  balls,  or  any  thing  pertaining  to  their 
amusements,  remains  in  its  prisdne  barbarism,  in 
utter  neglect     What  can  be  said  of  the  social 

t  state  of  a  country,  in  which  the  articles  of  first 
necessity  in  a  bed-room,  must  be  made  in  all  cases 
a  part  of  the  travelling  equipage?  To  their  vanity 
may  be  added  insincerity  of  purpose,  and  there  is 
awantof  good  faith,  of  principle  and  of  kindness  in 
their  character,  quite  surprising ;  to  use  a  homely 
comparison,  "  they  are  aU  outside,  like  a  barber's 
block."  Their  civilization  is  of  the  head,  not  the 
heart;  that  epoch  in  it  which  gives  urbanity, 
charity,  kindness,  elevated  feeling,  and  a  high 
sense  of  honour  to  the  rich,  and  cleanliness,  in- 
dustry, and  self-esteem  to  the  poor,  with  free  and 
respectful  intercourse  between  them,  has  never  yet 
dawned  on  this  country, 

In  the  heated  atmosphere  of  the  court,  it  has, 
like  a  badly-inan^ed  exotic,  grown  rampant  and 
unhealthy; — it  is  not  at  the  capital  that  the 
traveller  can  form  a  just  opinion  of  Russian  cha- 
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racter.  The  improvements  of  late  years  have 
progressed  in  &  manner,  and  on  subjects  that 
make  a  great  sliow,  and  induce  the  Russians, 
whose  weak  point  this  is,  to  think  far  too  much 
of  what  has  been  accomplished ;  they  look  not  to 
whether  it  is  well  or  iU  done,  and  they  shut  their 
eyes  to  the  unsubstantial  and  empty  character  of 
what  presents  so  captivating  an  exterior.  "  Ex- 
perience is  the  mistress  of  fools,"  and  they  mnsi 
study  some  time  under  her  before  they  can  hope 
to  approach  the  present  state  of  refinement  of  any 
other  European  nation.  Their  physical  power 
will  remain  for  centuries  in  advance  of  their  civil- 
ization ;  the  latter  is  in  no  way  commensurate 
with  the  political  position  she  has  assumed. 

One  of  the  most  talented  writers  of  the  present 
day,  Mous.Guizot,  calls  "civilization a /oc^;"  and 
says  that  '•  The  first  fact  comprised  in  fhe  word 
civilization  is  that  of  progress,  of  development;  ib 
application  is  identical  with  the  idea  of  a  people 
on  the  move,  not  for  a  change  of  locality,  hat  of 
condition  :  of  a  people  whose  state  is  in  the  pro* 
cess  of  expansion  and  amelioration.  Progtea 
and  development  appear  to  me,  the  fundamentil 
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ideas  contained  in  the  word  ciTilization.  What  is 
this  progress  ?  what  tbis  development  ?  Here 
stands  the  great  difficulty.  The  etymology  of  the 
word  seems  to  afford  a  clever  and  satisfactory  so- 
lution ;  it  says  that  it  is  the  perfection  of  the  civil 
life,  the  development  of  society,  properly  so  called, 
of  the  relations  of  men  amongst  themselves.  Such 
is,  in  reality,  the  first  idea  which  presents  itself  to 
the  human  imderstanding  when  the  word  civiliza- 
tion is  pronounced;  the  extension  of  the  social 
relations,  the  imparting  to  them  the  greatest 
activity,  the  most  perfect  organization,  are  matters 
'  of  immediate  implication ;  on  the  one  hand,  an 
increasing  production  of  the  means  which  secure 
strength  and  happiness  to  society;  on  the  other,  a 
note  equitable  distribution  amongst  individuals  of 
the  strength  and  happiness  produced."  Enlarging 
upon  this,  he  advances  historical  examples  of  the 
state  of  civilization  through  which  different 
countries,  ancient  and  modern,  have  passed ;  and 
he  arrives  at  the  following  deduction  : —  "  Two 
facts  are  therefore  comprized  in  this  great /ac/,- 
It  is  based  on  two  conditions,  end  is  revealed  hy 
two  symptoms — the  development  of  social  activity, 
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and  that  of  individual  activity,  the  progress  of 
society  and  the  progress  of  humanity.  Wherever 
the  external  condition  of  man  progresses,  is 
quickened  and  ameliorated,  wherever  tlie  internal 
nature  of  man  is  exhibited  with  lustre  and  grandeiir 
— upon  these  two  signs,  the  human  race  applauds 
and  proclaims  civilization,  often  even  in  spile 
of  fundamental  imperfections  in  the  social  sUtc. 
Such,  if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  result  of  the  simple 
and  nearly  common  sense  examination  of  the 
general  opinion  of  mankind." 

Kiissia  can  indeed  lay  but  little  claim  to  civiU- 
zation  thus  defined,  which  must  be  evident  to  any 
foreigner  after  he  has  drawn  aaide  the  brilliant  but 
flimsy  veil  in  which,  on  his  arrii-al  at  the  capital, 
he  found  every  thing  connected  with  the  subject 
enveloped,  and  he  will  look  in  vain  for  just  ground* 
upon  which  he  can  award  to  Russia  a  place  amongst 
the  civilized  nations  of  Europe. 
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No  foreigner  can  leave  Russia,  or  rather,  obtain  a 
passport  to  do  so,  unless  he  has  had  his  name 
advertised  three  times  in  the  German  and  Russian 
newspapers,  which  will  take  ten  days.     It  is  im- 
material from  what  point  he  takes  his  departure, 
for  the  rule  is  enforced  at  every  town  in  the  empire. 
This  is  done  with  a  view  of  giving  his  trades- 
men timely  notice  of  his  intention.     But  while 
the  government  is  exerting  itself  in  the  laudable 
task  of  protecting  its  subjects  from  fraud  on  the 
ae  hand,  its  employes  are  fleecing  the  traveller 
a  the  other;  and,  before  his  passport  is  safe,  the 
I  €agle»  and  triangles  liave  again  to  be  propitiated. 


■ing  this        ' 
ret,  gkd 

rJi 


In  the  provinces  a  trifle  will  go  a  good  way  nith 
these  gentlemen;  but  in  the  capital,  pecuU 
and  knavery,  like  every  thing  else 
on  a  grand  scale. 

The  day  at  length  arrived  for  our  leaving  this 
Northern  Venice,  We  did  so  without  regret,  glad 
to  escape  &oin 

"  A  land  of  tyrant*  tnd  *  deD  of  aUvw," 
to  the  capital  of  her  less  poweriul,  but  i 
more  civilized,  neighbours. 

As  the  spire  of  the  Riddarholm,  under  which 
repose  the  descendants  of  the  Vasa,  the  gallant 
hero  of  Lutzen,  and  the  chivalrous  but  erratic 
Charles,  was  seen  in  the  distance,  historical  aflKH 
ciations  were  once  more  awakened.  Stockholm* 
after  ConsUntinople,  is,  perhaps,  the  most  beanti- 
fully  situated  of  European  capitals.  The  age  and 
irregularity  of  the  houses  were  pleasing  and  theit 
varied  colour  formed  an  agreeable  contrast  to  the 
lath  and  plaster  and  whitewashed  buildings  of  St> 
Petersburgh. 

There   is   much  to   be  seen  here,  and  at   the 
royal  residences  in  the  neighbourhood.     The  nu- 
>  steamers  which    leave  the  capital  every 
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moming  and  evening  for  the  small  villages  and 
towns  in  ttie  environs,  enable  the  traveller  to 
do  so  with  very  little  trouble ;  Upsala  is  easily 
re&ched  in  a  few  hours  by  one  of  these  small 
"  dampachifts."  Tliis  trip  will  include  a  visit  to 
the  chateau  of  Count  Brahe,  the  descendant  of  the 
astronomer,  where  there  is  a  curious  collection 
of  Swedish  historical  relics,  and  pictures  by  the 
old  masters.  The  galleries,  which  look  into  the 
quadrangle  of  the  castle,  have  many  proverbs  and 
quaint  speeches,  in  almost  every  language,  painted 
on  the  walls.  There  were  several  in  French; 
one  ran  thus  : — "  Les  amis  sont  comme  les  meloiu, 
il  faut  essayer  plusieurs  pour  trouver  un  bon." 
The  Count  is  called  by  the  anti-court  party.  King 
of  Sweden  ;  Bemadotte  is,  no  doubt,  very  partial 
to  him ;  but  there  appears  very  little  reason  to 
believe  that  he  takes  any  undue  advantage  of  it. 

The  natural  beauty  of  the  scenery  between  the 
chateau  and  Upsala,  and  of  Sweden  generally,  is 
delightful  ijideed  to  a  traveller  who  liad  been 
toiling  for  weeks  over  the  Russian  steppes.  The 
Cathedral  of  Upsala,  agothic  pile  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  is  simple  in   its  architecture,  and  finely 
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proportioned :  and  the  tomli  of  Gustavus  Va^a  u 
an  object  of  veneration  to  all  those  who  value  tibat 
rare  character — a  pure  patriot,  Linntcus  also  is 
buried  here.  The  museum,  which  goes  by  his 
name,  ouc  cannot  accuse  him  of  having  collected ; 
the  animals  are  certainly  very  curiout,  for  the  feet, 
tails,  heads,  and  ears  of  some  of  them  hare  evi- 
dently been  taken  indiscriminately  from  several 
quadrupeds  to  form  a  whole,  and  the  leopard'i 
legs  had  been  lengthened  by  sewing  on  cats'  skins. 
The  botanical  garden  is  also  in  a  very  neglected 
state !  but  Sweden  is  poor — her  misfortune,  not 
her  fault. 

When  at  Upsala,  I  visited  the  celebrated  Iron 
mines  of  Dannemora,  returning  in  the  evening. 
The  roads  wore  excellent,  and  the  posting  good. 
There  are  two  modes  of  descending  into  these 
mines  ;  the  first  by  the  ladders,  which  are  placed 
in  a  zig-zag  position  on  each  side  of  the  pumps : 
the  second,  by  one  of  the  buckets,  which  brii^ 
up  the  ore.  They  are  largo  enough  to  admit 
two  persons ;  but  from  the  great  opening  in  the 
ground  above,  the  chasm  has  an  awful  appearance, 
and  it  requires  some  nerve  to  descend,  more  par- 


ticulaily  as  the  stage  irom  which  i 
his  seat  projects  some  distance  over  the  gulf)  and, 
in  doing  so,  it  is  necessary  to  creep  into  the 
bucket  as  it  dangles  over  the  abyss.  The  mines 
are  very  cold  at  the  entrance,  from  the  large 
quantities  of  suow  that  fall  into  the  opening  during 
the  winter.  A  very  singular  and  alarming  circum- 
stance occurred  here  a  few  years  ago,  though  hap> 
pily  without  any  fatal  result.  A  gentleman  and  his 
son,  went  down  in  one  of  the  buckets,  and  wlien 
about  a  tliird  of  the  distance,  met  a  return  one  full 
I  <}f  ore  coming  up.  The  workmen  on  these  occa- 
tons  always  fend  off,  but  the  gentleman,  iguorant 
f  this,  did  not  do  so ;  the  buckets  met,  and  the  one 
s  coming  up  got  under  the  other;  this  was 
lot  obRerred  by  the  men  above,  and  the  wheel 
going  on,  the  ore  bucket  being  much  the  heaviest 
of  the  two,  turned  the  other  over,  and  finally  un- 
I  liooked  it.  The  gentleman  and  Iiis  son  clung  in- 
rtjnctively  to  the  rope,  and  the  bucket  falling  from 
ider  them  was  dashed  from  the  rocky  projections 
t  the  side  to  tlie  bottom  of  the  mine.  The  noise 
tracted  the  attention  of  the  workmen,  and  the 
Irlieel  was  reversed  ;  as  this,  however,  was  worked 
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by  a  horae,  it  wa3  some  time  before  the  gentlemaii 
and  his  son  were  landed  od  the  stage  in  safetT, 
though  in  a  state  of  exhaustion  that  would  have 
rendered  the  delay  of  a  very  few  moments  fatal. 
Their  progress  up,  when  thus  suspended  between 
life  and  death,  was  watched  with  deep  and  intense 
anxiety  by  those  who  witnessed  this  exciting  and 
distressing  scene ;  and  the  person  who  related  the 
anecdote  to  me  concluded  by  saying,  tliat  the 
miners,  though  somewhat  farailiariaed  by  the  daily 
course  of  their  occupations  to  dangers  of  various 
kinds,  ejaculated  short  but  fervent  prayers  for  their 
preservation.  These  mines  should  be  visited  about 
twelve  o'clock,  when  the  loud  explosions,  from  the 
blasting,  echoed  back  by  the  iron  walls  of  the 
numerous  caverns  and  galleries,  give  additional 
effect  to  scenery  of  the  wildest  character.  The 
whole  of  the  mining-  apparatus  is  extremely  pri* 
mitive,  and  the  pumps  are  worked  by  water  at  a 
considerable  distance.  Nearly  all  the  iron  pro- 
duced here,  which  is  of  a  very  superior  quality, 
goes  to  England. 

The  trip  to  Gripsholm  is  also  interesttng.     In 
this  castle  kings  Eric  and  John  were  imprisonMi 
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for  many  years,  and  their  dungeons  are  still  shown. 
Here  also  the  last  Swedish  monarch  of  the  once 
powerful  and  iUustrioua  house  of  Yasa  passed  the 
few  months  previous  to  his  abdication — possibly  a 
necessary  though  unfortunate  one  ;  but  how  differ- 
ent in  all  its  circumstances  to  that  of  Peter  the 
Third,  dethroned  by  his  own  wife,  and  strangled 
in  prison;  or  the  still  more  barbarous  and  tragic 
end  of  Paul. 

Drottningholm  is  another  beautiful  island  with 
a  very  handsome  palace  oo  it.  Kosendal,  abo  a 
royal  residence,  or  rather  villa,  may  be  visited 
either  by  laud  or  water ;  and  the  drive  to  the 
grounds  of  Haga  is  beautiful.  In  the  arsenal  at 
Ulricksdal  there  is  a  very  interesting  collection 
of  ancient  armour;  but  it  is,  unfortunately,  not 
arranged  to  the  best  advantage.  There  are  never- 
theless many  soul'Stirriug  relics  to  see;  and 
amongst  them,  though  "  not  very  well  set  up,"  the 
horse  ridden  by  Gustavus  Adolphus,  and  the 
armour  that  he  wore  at  the  memorable  battle  of 
Lutzen.  Tried  in  the  school  of  prosperiti/,  he 
lived  guiltless  of  the  misuse  of  power,  and  accord- 
ing to  the  epitaph  on  his  tomb,  a  rare  example 
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of  truth  and  simplicity  in  sucU  compositioi 
"  Moriens  triuinpliavit,"  for  his  country  and  his 
religion.  If  ever  a  h«ro  fell  in  a  just  cause, 
and  with  a  character  unblemished,  it  was  he  of 
Lutzen.  In  loitering  over  these  memorials  of 
the  bright  parts  of  Swedish  history,  and 
in  carefully  tlireading  aM  its  detailsf  it  ie 
possible  to  overlook  the  honourable  fact, 
it  contains  less  of  crime,  vice,  aud  bloodshed, 
than  that  of  other  nations.  In  their  repeated 
and  long-continued  struggles  for  their  independ- 
ence against  the  Danes  and  Russians,  and  in 
civil  strife,  wanton  cruelty  cannot  be  laid  to  their 
charge,  and  as  invaders  they  have  ever  given  proof 
of  a  chivalrous  disposition. 

The  Kiddarhusct  is  a  fine  old  pile;  under  its 
roof  much  has  taken  place  to  influence  and  ameli- 
orate the  conditioHj  and  advance  the  prosperity  of 
Europe,  especially  Protestant  Europe ;  as  such 
it  is  an  object  of  veneration  to  an  Englishman 
who  seeks  for  such  recollections  and  memorials 
to  enhance  the  pleasures  of  his  wanderings. 
Much  might  he  written  of  Stockholm,  but  Kussia 
was  the   subject  of  mj  notes,  and    I   therefore, 
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though  with  great  reluctance,  pass  lightly  over 
this  infinitelj  more  sacred  and  interesting  ground. 
In  the  palace  there  is  a  coUectioo  of  Scandinavian 
antiquities,  worthj  of  careful  observation ;  amongst 
the  cornelian  heads  were  some  exactly  similar  to 
those  given  me  at  NicolaiefT  by  Mr.  Arkroyd. 

In  the  gallery  of  statues,  on  the  hasement  story, 
there  is  a  very  fine  Antinous  in  Parian  marble. 
A  few  of  the  pictures  are  good.  Amongst  the 
portraits  is  one  of  Charles  the  Twelfth  in  hia 
youth,  when  he  first  commenced  his  brilliant  but 
unfortunate  career;  of  Luther's  father  and  mother, 
by  Cranach ;  and  one  of  Oliver  Cromwell  when 
young,  but  much  flattered  if  those  generally  seen 
of  this  wonderful,  talented,  and  useful  hypocrite, 
really  resemble  him. 

The  palace  is  admirably  situated  at  the  edge  of 
the  water.  The  architecture  is  Grecian,  and  the 
town  rises  in  an  amphitheatre  around  it.  The 
limited  revenues  of  the  Swedish  crown  scarcely 
admit  of  its  being  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  repair, 
and  the  interior  has  a  forlorn  appearance ;  tlie  royal 
establishment  occupies  in  comparison  but  a  small 
portion  of  it.     The  cafes  and  gardens  under  the 
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bridge  in  front  are  generally  crowded  with 
company ;  and  in  ihe  evening,  steamers  of  four- 
horse  power  ply  every  quarter  of  an  hour  between 
ihem'  and  the  park  of  Rosendal ;  the  voyage  occu- 
pies just  ten  inu)Ute».  The  fare  is  only  eight 
skillings ;  indeed,  every  thing  in  Stockholm  is 
remarkably  cheap.  The  cafes  and  small  theatres 
in  this  park  are  crowded  by  the  inhabitants  of  an 
evening,  and  its  extreme  beauty  accounts  for  its 
being  such  a  popular  place  of  resort. 

The  Swedes  are  not  only  a  good-looking  bal 
cheerful  and  contented  people;  and  their  free  aai 
independent  deportment  was  in  strong  contrast  to 
that  of  the  serfs  and  their  owners  on  the  other 
side  of  the  Baltic. 

The  Diet  was  sitting  during  our  slay,  we  visited 
the  chambers.  The  most  striking  to  a  stranger 
was  the  assembly  of  peasants,  a  body  of  which 
Sweden  may  be  proud.  The  Dalecarlians,  dis- 
tinguished by  a  very  plain  hut  singularly  cut 
dress,  were  very  fine  looking  old  men ;  the  whole 
had  the  appearance  of  remarkably  well  dressed 
and  respectable  yeomen,  with  an  inteUigent  though 
quiet  expression  of  countenance,  good  features. 
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an3  rather  heavy  figures.  The  nobles  looked  lika 
thorough  gentlemen,  fit  to  sit  m  such  a  hall  as 
theirs,  surrounded  hy  the  heraldry  of  ages.  The 
clergy,  in  clerical  costume,  appeared  tranquil  and 
dignified  raembera  of  their  profession.  A  sharp 
discussion  was  going  on  amongst  the  "  bourgeois," 
who  seemed,  as  they  do  every  where  else,  quicker 
and  keener  than  their  neighbours. 

Our  ambassador  and  consul  have  country  houses 
at  a  short  distance  from  the  town,  at  both  of  which 
I  was  hospitably  received ;  the  latter,  a  distin- 
guished member  of  the  sister  profession,  must 
find  Stockholm  rather  dull  after  such  a  life  of  ad- 
venture as  his  has  been.  We  left  this  capital  with 
regret,  strongly  impressed  in  favour  of  it  and  its 
gay  and  good-natured  inhabitants. 

We  traversed  the  heart  of  Sweden  by  the  Gotha 
canal  and  the  lakes.  As  a  piece  of  engineering  the 
former  is  a  stupendous  undertaking,  and  a  part 
being  the  work  of  Telford,  makes  it  still  more 
interesting  in  the  eyes  of  an  Englishman.  It  leads 
through  very  varied  scenery,  both  of  land  and  lake ; 
and  though  the  voyage  to  Gottenburgh  occupied 
five  days,  it  was  impossible  to  complain  of  tedium. 


I 


-     gig  FALLS    OF   TROLHATTA. 

Near  Wreta,  there  are  so  many  locks  tlmt  the 
hill  on  which  they  are  placed  looks  at  a  little  dis- 
tance as  if  it  had  a  large  staircase  running  up  the 
side,  and  further  progress  for  the  steamer  appeared 
impossible.  We  took  this  opportunity  of  rambling 
up  to  the  old  church  there.  The  monuments  are 
none  of  tlicra  very  elaborate,  though  several  are 
regal.  The  bleeding  heart  of  the  Douglas  was  on 
one  of  the  escutcheons,  and  the  family  of  that  name 
still  exists  among  the  nobility  of  Sweden ;  tlieir 
ancestors  were  at  Lutzen.  This  church  is  of  high 
antiquity,  and  prettily  situated;  and  the  old  lady- 
sexton,  with  her  bunch  of  keys  and  short  jacket, 
looked  equally  venerable  with  the  building. 

The  falls  of  Trolhatta  were  the  moat  interesting 
objects  on  our  route.  They  lay  a  little  to  the 
right  of  the  caual  in  a  wild  mass  of  dark  rocks  clad 
in  a  forest  of  firs  almost  as  sombre.  This  vast  body 
of  water,  the  only  outlet  from  the  Wener  lake,  comes 
rushing  down,  boiling,  roaring,  and  foaming,  with 
a  force  and  noise  that  defy  description.  A  tree 
which  was  thrown  in  to  gratify  our  curiosity  was 
borne  away  like  a  straw.  Th^  body  of  water  b 
and   fully  makes   up  for   any  want  of 


A  small  suspension  bridge  has  been 
thrown  £rpm  the  side  to  a  rock  in  the  centre  of  the 
fall.  From  it  the  sublime  and  liquid  hurricane 
may  be  seen  and  admired  without  any  other  in- 
convenience but  a  wetting  from  a  shower  of  pris- 
matic spray,  which  gives  an  additional  beauty  to 
this  grand  caprice  of  nature. 

The  most  extraordinary  and  laborious  cutting 
in  the  line  is  near  here ;  there  are  nine  locks 
excavated  through  a  hill  of  granite.  We  moved 
down  them  at  the  dawn  of  day;  and  as  we  de- 
scended, the  bats  flitted  about  our  beads  in  the 
dark  and  misty  chasm  into  which  the  rays  of  the 
lun  would  not  penetrate  for  some  hours  after. 
The  countiy  soon  after  assumed  a  cold  and  dreary 
appearance  ;  the  granite  was  too  sterile  for  even 
the  fir  to  grow.  Approaching  Gottenburgh,  the 
bank  of  the  river  on  either  aide  was  shallow  and  i 
marshy,  and  vast  quantities  of  reeds  grew  in  the 
water  to  a  considerable  distance  from  the  banks. 

Before  reaching  our  destination,  we  passed  a 
very  small,  and  now  unimportant  town  which  had 
once  been  the  capital  of  Norway,  and  the  ruins  of 
I  fine  old  castle.  Gottenburgh,  a  ueutral  port 
during  the  war,  carried  on  a  large  trade,  and  was 
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at  that  time  a  place  of  considerable  importance. 
Tlie  business  done  was  principally  contraband,  and 
enabled  England  to  tkwart  and  invalidate  Napo- 
leon's continental  system.  The  only  striking  ob- 
ject at  Gottenburgh  is  an  establishment  of  baths, 
erected  by  subscription.  This  building  is  situated 
on  the  right  of  the  landing-place.  In  the  centre 
of  the  edifice,  which  is  circular,  is  a  large  news- 
room, lighted  irom  the  dome.  A  passage  runs  round 
this  and  the  baths,  each  of  them  consisting  of  a 
suite  of  two  rooms,  with  every  possible  conveni- 
ence for  bathing  and  dressing,  are  entered  from  it. 
Here,  as  at  Stockholm,  the  attendants  are  all  wo- 
men, who  usually  assist  in  the  operation  of  re- 
moving the  impurities  of  the  bather,  and  with 
them  bis  skin,  by  means  of  a  scruhbing-bnish ; 
both,  however,  may  be  dispensed  with. 

The  Danish  mail-boat  which  took  us  to  Copen- 
hagen was  a  fine  vessel,  well  manned,  and  came 
nearer  an  £nglish  one  than  any  we  had  yet 
sailed  in.  A  fine  clear  morning  enabled  us  fully 
to  enjoy  the  beautiful  and  animated  scene  off  the 
Castle  of  Elsinore,  and  watching  the  numerous 
craft  as  they  passed  up  the  Sound,  wo  had  little 
time  to  think  of  Ophelia  or  the  Prince.     There 
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nothing  BtirriDg  in  the  harhour,  and  passing 
under  the  Crown  and  Trekroner  batteries,  we  let 
go  our  anchor,  fully  alive  to  the  merits  and  gal- 
lantry of  those  who  had  silenced  them.  From 
their  position,  as  well  as  from  the  numher  of 
guns,  they  must  have  heen  awkward  customers. 
The  victory,  howeyer,  purchased  as  it  was  by  a 
sacrifice  of  our  national  honour,  is  hardly  a  grati- 
fying subject  of  reflection  to  an  Englishman. 

There  is  much  in  Copenhagen  to  interest  those 
who  care  for  memorials  of  the  old  Norsmen  and 
their  heroes.  The  museum  of  Scandinavian  anti- 
quities is  the  finest  in  the  world;  the  works  of 
Thorwalsden,  are  superior  to  those  of  any  living 
sculptor,  and  the  Castle  of  Rosenberg  is  a  per- 
fect emporium  of  historical  relics.  In  the 
valuable  collection  of  glass  in  this  palace,  the 
"cuatode"  shows  a  gigantic  tumhler,  formerly 
used  as  a  wassail  cup.  Whoever  drank  from  it, 
marked  with  his  ring  the  depth  of  his  draught, 
and  inscribed  his  name  at  that  point  on  the  glass. 
These  marks  show  that  several  of  them  could  take 
a  deep  draught,  though  not  like  that  of  "the  roll- 
ing Zuyder  Zee,"  only  one  however  had  quafied  it 
to  the  dregs. 


I 
I 
I 


» 


Steaming  to  Kiel,  we  pa^ed  through 
the  corn-lands  of  which  appeared  to  be  in  excel- 
lent order,  and  arrived  at  Hamburgh  without  any 
further  delay  than  that  which  usually  attends 
German  travelling.  I  know  no  town  on  the  Con- 
tinent where  business  ajid  pleasure  appear  to  go 
so  much  hand  in  hand  as  in  Hambu^li. 
counting-houses  are  left,  for  the  cafes  on  tlie  Yi 
femsteig  every  evening,  where  all  classes  appi 
to  enjoy  themselves.  The  kindness  of  an  old 
friend  enabled  us  to  see  more  of  the  town  and  its 
environs  than  we  otherwise  should  have  done, 
spend  a  fortnight  most  agreeably. 

Our  tour  was  now  completed  ;  the  happiest  mo- 
ment of  it,  the  hour  of  return,  had  at  length 
arrived,  and  stepping  on  board  the  John  Bull, 
we  landed  in  England  in  time  to  see  the  last 
sheaf  carried.  God  "  speed"  all  travellers  and 
"  the  Plough !" 
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The  following  is  the  official  return  of  the  troops  assembled  at  the 
great  review  of  Vosnesensk  in  the  autumn  of  1837.  It  will  give  the 
reader  some  idea  of  the  scale  on  which  they  are  conducted  in  Russia : — 

General  Count  De.  Witt— inspector  of  the  cavalry  of  the  military 
colonies  commanding 

Chief  of  the  staff— Lieutenant-general  Zadonskt. 

Qoarter-master-general — Colonel  Labioenskt. 

Deputy  chief  of  the  staff— Colonel  Mabtos. 

FIRST  CORPS  OF  CAVALRY  OF  RESERVE. 
General  Nikitine,  commanding. 

Stqff. 

Chief  of  the  staff— Lieutenant-general  Zadonskt. 
Quarter-master-general — Colonel  Roselion  Sochalskt. 
Deputy  chief  of  the  staff— Lieutenant-colonel  Sinklnikoff. 


FIRST  DIVISION   OF  CUIRASSIERS. 

Lieutenant-general  Koskul,  commanding. 


Troops. 
First  brigade. 

Regiments 
Of  Ekaterinoslaff 

H.LH.,    the    Grand  Duke 


»» 


Michael 


„        Second  brigade. 

Regiments 
Of  Astrakan 
„  Pskoff 


Commandert. 
Major-gen.  Milen 

CoL  Toomansky    . 

CoL  Denissoff 
CoL  Pr.  Gagarin 

Lt-coL  SiGlevsky   . 
CL  Tch^remissinoff 


Squad. 

8 
8 


8 
8 


Quarters. 


Barracks. 


f» 


»» 


I 


Secood  brigadi 
HegimentB 
Of  Boriiogleb  , 
„  Serpouchoff 


The  Cm  divitioD  of  hone  ar- 
taieiy 


Batleriei  which  compoH  it 
Batterj  "do  pomtion,"  No.  15 


UenL-ool   Slulch- 


i,  No.  16  .  .  Capt  Kasaojikj  . 
No.  17  .  .  Lient-ooL  Schniidl. 
No,19    .        .     LieuL-coLKirilaff. 


I 


SECOND  CORPS  OF  CAVALRY  OF  EESERVE.  | 

■nt-geneial  Saioii  OsrEN-SAcKKK, 


Chii>f  of  the  ataff— U^oT-gcD  ctbI  Brioee. 
Quoner-masler-gGDetal— Colanel  Balakibxtt. 
Deputjchief  of  the  staff— X.ieDleuiuil-generiLt  Scsbtrcb. 
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SECOND   DIVTSION    OF   CUIRA88IER8. 

Lieutenant-general  Jachontoff,  commanding. 


Troops. 
First  brigade. 

Regiments 
Of  the  order  of  St  George 
„  Starodonb    . 

Second  brigade. 

Regiments 
Of  Prince  Albert  of  Prussia 


„  H.  L  H.,  the  Grand  Duchess 
Helen     .... 


Commandera. 
Major-gen.  Piller. 

Col  Englehardt     . 
CoL  Reussner 

Msjor-gen.  SomofEl 

CoL  Count  Rjevou- 
sky,  A.D.C.  to  the 
Einperor     . 

CoL  Fitinghoff       . 


Sqaad. 


8 
8 


8 
8 


Quarten. 


Barracks. 


SECOND   DIVISION    OF    LANCERS. 

Lieutenant-general  Baron  Korf,  commanding. 


Troops. 

Commanders. 

Squad. 

Quarters. 

First  brigade. 

■ 

Mjyor-gen.  Prince 
Bagration 

Regiments 
Of  the  Ukraine 
„  New  Archangel  . 

• 

CoL  Lanskoy 
CoL  Masloff  . 

8 
8 

Encamped 

Second  brigade. 

Regiments 
Of  New  Mirgorod     . 
„  EUzavetgrad 

• 

Maj.-gen.  Langel  . 

Lt-coL  Velitchko  . 
CoL  Kalageorguy  . 

8 
8 

♦» 
»» 

ARTILLERY  ANNEXED  TO  T 

HE  SE 

COND  CORPS  of  CAVA] 

:.RT  OF  reserve: 

Troops. 

Commanders. 

Gims. 

Quarters. 

Second  division  of  the   horse 

CoL  of  the  Guards, 
Gitoffi 

Batteries  which  compose 

Battery  **  de  position,"  No. 
„      "leglre,"  No.  20  . 

No.  21  . 

No.  22  . 

• 

it 
19     . 

• 

• 

• 

CoL  Pitchouguine  . 
Lieut-col.       Scha- 

lilovitch 
Lieut-col.  Volf      . 
CoL  Vnihel    . 

8 
8 
8 
8 

Encamped 

»» 
*» 

THIRD  COUPS  OF  CAVALRY  OF  RESERVE 
The  Aide-de'Camp-gcnersl — Geuenl  PoTAFort. 


Quarter-i 

Deputy 


Staff. 
T-gGDcnl— Colonel  Zumts. 
„  — Colonel  VmrouLOPF. 


LieutcDiint-general  Ggrqei.,  commanding 


\ 


Tint  brigade. 
Regimeou. 

Of  MOBCOH 

„  Korgopol     . 

Second  brigade. 
Regiments. 
'If  Kinbnurn 
„  Ncv  Russia. 


MbJ -gen.  MontctMr 


Lie Bienant- general  Gbabde,  commanding. 


First  brigade. 

Regiments 


JUsj.-gen.  ScbiUiDg 

Colonel  Krouloff, 
A.D.C.  to  -■ 
Emperor    . 

CoLLebed     . 


or  Finland 
„  TvM    , 
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ARTILLERY  ANNIXKD   TO  THIRD   CORPS  OF  CAVALRY  OF  RK8BRVB. 


Troopf. 

The  third  diyision  of  hone  ar- 
tillery     

Batteries  of  which  it  is 
composed. 

Battery  "de  position,"  No.  23. 
leg^re,"  No.  24. 
No.  25. 


»» 


»» 


«( 


» 


n 


No.  26. 


Commanden. 


Col.  Konprianoff 


Col.  Vulfert  . 
Col.  Sokoloff . 
Capt.  of  the  guards, 

Kitch 
Capt  Abramovitch 


Squad. 


8 
8 

8 
8 


Quarters. 


Encamped 


»* 
»» 


COMBINED  CORPS  OF  CAVALRY. 
Lieatenant-general  Gebstenzyeio. 

Staff. 
Quarter-master-general — Colonel  Ladigensky. 
Deputy  „  — Colonel  Schtcherbinsky. 


THIRD  DIVISION  OF  LIGHT  CAVALRY. 
Lieutenant-general  Baron  Offenbero,  commanding. 


Troops. 

Commanders. 

Squad. 

Quarters. 

First  brigade 

Maj.-gen.       Para- 
doYsky 

Regiments  of  Lancers. 
H.R.H.  the  Prince  of  Nassau    . 

Of  Volhynia     .... 

CoL  Pencheijevsky 
Col.  Leschem 

10 
10 

Field  can< 
tonments 

»» 

Second  brigade. 

Maj.-gen.      Plaou- 
tine 

Regiments  of  Hussars 
Of  Prince  Witgenstein 
„  the  Prince  of  Orange  . 

CoL  Bogouchevsky 
CoL  Ct.  O'Rourke 

10 
10 

L  ^^m 

gm                                        ^^^^^^^H 

FIFTH  DIVrSION_OP  LIGHT  CAVALRtT^^^B 

Troop.. 

Commmilm. 

Sqnul 

Q«r, 

First  brigade. 
ReEimeDta  of  Lancers 
Of  the  Bug       . 

.,    OdeBM            .... 

fi(i.-gen.  Bor«ihoff. 
Ueut.-coL  OkAoff  . 
Col  Launiu  . 

10 
10 

field  CW- 
lonnrau. 

Second  brigade. 

Major-gen.  Grotwi- 

^^ 

RegTinents  of  Htusara 
Of  Achtirka     .... 

CoL  Wrangel 
CoL  Norrort .        . 

10 
10 

fl 

ARTILLERT    Of    THE    COMBINED    CORPS    OF    C.VJLRT 

Troops 

Comm«,dei. 

eonE. 

„„_ 

aniUery         .... 

CoLStrik. 

M 

Batteries  of  the  Tbird  Brigade 

of  horse  artilJiiry 
'■Legtre"No.B        .        .        . 
No.  6        .        .        . 

Lt-coL  Matveeff  . 
Captain  Hahs 

8 

EncamH 

Batteries  oT  the  Fifth  division 
of  borse  ortillerj. 
-U-gSre"  No.  9       .        .        . 
„          No.  10     .        .        . 

CoL  Brnttgen 
Caplaia  Vijossek   . 

e 

8 

: 

Total  of  the  Four  Corps      .         .     Squadrons  304.     ^^^^| 

.    Guns           laS.       ^^^ 

^             * 
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TROOPS   NOT   INCLUDED   IN    THE    POUR   CORPS   OP   CAVALRY. 


Troops. 

Cavalry. 
First  Combined  squadron  of 
cavalry  of  the  Guards  com- 
posed of  two  sub-divisions  of 
the  Grand  Doke  Michael's, 
Lancers,  and  two  of  the  Hus- 
sars of  Grodno 


Secondly.  1st  and  2nd  squadr. 
of  the  reserve  of  Lancers  and 
Hussars  of  the  1st,  2nd,  4th, 
6th,  and  7th  divisions  of  light 
Cavalry         .... 

Thirdly.  Gens  d'armes 

Fourthly.  The  division  of  horse 
Pioneers        .... 


Cominandert. 


2nd  Captain  of  the 
Hussars  of  the 
Guards  of  Grod- 
no, Jouraga 


Col.  Kaulbars 


Total  .    .    . 


Squad. 


40 
3 


46 


Qoartcrt. 


Barracks. 


Troops. 

Infantry. 
First.  The  combined  battalion 
of  the  Guards  and  Grenadiers 
composed  of  two  companies  of 
the  Guards,  one  of  tne  regi- 
ment of  Lithuania  and  the 
other  of  the  regiment  of  Vol- 
bynia,  and  two  companies  of 
the  corps  of  Grenadiers  called 
the  Grenadiers  of  the  Emperor 
Francis  L,  and  his  Msgesty, 
the  King  of  Prussia    . 

Secondly.  Battalions  of  reserve 
of  the  regiments  of  Grena- 
diers 

Of  Count  Roumiantzoff   . 
Prince  Suwaroff . 


»» 


»» 


the  Carbineers  of  Astrachan 


The  division  of  reserve  of  the 
5th  corps  d'armce. 

The  5th  Battalions   . 
6th 


»» 


it 


Commanders. 
Maj.-gen.  Stepanoff 


•  • 


Lt-gen.  Hartung  . 


n 


Battal. 


1 
1 
1 


12 
12 

28 


Quarters. 


Artillery. 
One    bnltery    of   foot-wtiller^ 


Of  tbe  Line. 
!   bniti'rioi  of  foot-artillery  of 


.   ^  1  train "  annexed  I 

to  the  1st,  2nd,  and  3rd  corps 
of  Cavalry      .... 

CantoniEteii  of  the  Snd  corps  of 
Cavslry  rreerrc,  and  of  the 
combined  corps  of  Cavalry     , 

Artiltery 


GBAND  TOTAL.  ^^H 

Catalry 330  Squadrari^^^H 

InAuitry 28  IluDkUoiw 

Artillery 1C8  Guik. 

Wagon  Train 32  Cotapanies. 

Caatoniitea 21  Stgoadrans. 

Artillery 3  BaiteriM. 


Taking  the  squadrcins  at  one  hundred  and  aiity  men  each,  sod  tbt 
battalioiia  at  seven  hundred  and  fifly,  the  cavalry  at  this  reviev  aroounlnl 
to  &9,840.  and  the  iot^try  to  21,000.  The  men  vho  composed  a  great 
part  of  the  cavalry  of  this  force  were  chiefly  frum  the  military  eolo' 
uiea  in  the  soatb  of  Russia,  established  by  the  Emperor  Alexander. 
The  head  ijuarlers  are  at  Elizavetgrad  and  Vosnefenali.  Calcolatedac- 
cording  to  Mamnont,  at  one  hundred  and  eighty  men  to  the  squadron, 
the  numbers  would  be  67,320.  The  Ibnaer,  however,  will  be  nearer 
their  strength,  for  though  these  troops  are  kept  in  a  very  effective  mslf, 
they  are  never  actually  complett. 

The  tract  of  country  in  which  these  colonics  are  situated  wax  fbrrnerly 
occupied  by  the  Zaporogues,  but  alter  their  eipolsion  it  becune  govern-  I 
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ment  property.  The  mode  porsaed  in  the  formation  of  these  military 
establishments  was  simple  and  arbitrary  enough : — ^a  diyision  of  eniras- 
siers  was  sent  from  St  Petersburgh  and  quartered  on  the  inhabitants, 
who  also  belonged  to  the  crown,  and  however  much  agidnst  their  incli- 
nations, were  obliged  to  adopt  the  profession  of  their  unwelcome  guests, 
and  receive  instruction  in  their  new  duties  from  them.  The  rising 
generation  do  not,  of  course,  feel  the  hardship  of  such  a  transition ;  the 
vacancies  caused  by  retirement  or  death  are  filled  by  their  children, 
(cantonistes,)  who  are  brought  up  as  soldiers  from  their  infimcy.  These 
military  agriculturists,  for  each  family  has  a  piece  of  ground  to  itself, 
are  in  excellent  order,  and  the  project  has  so  far  succeeded.  The  policy, 
however,  of  establishing  them  is  more  than  questionable,  those  in  the 
north  of  Russia  having  once  revolted.'  At  this  review  a  small  wooden 
town  was  erected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Vosnesensk.  The  apartments 
of  the  Emperor,  his  suite,  and  those  of  the  general  officers,  were  mag- 
nificently furnished,  and  balls  were  the  *'  general  order"  of  the  day.  But 
the  review  I  ah,  that  was  another  affair ;  those  who  were  ridden  over 
saw  a  little  of  what  was  going  on,  those  at  a  distance  nothing.  The 
steppe  was  in  clouds  of  dust  which  hid  the  greater  part  of  the  operations. 


Tbe  Toveli  in  this  vocabnluy  ehould  b«  proQoanced  u  i 
loagtwgc — Ihe  Freach  prooundation  is  cot  »o  Euitable,  o 
the  diffiTence  iii  the  ■,  m  Ihe  followiDg  eisrople.  tbe  narae  of  the  lown 
Tula  iriU  ahow ;  it  is  pronounced  as  if  written  in  English  Toola.  In 
all  caatM  tbe  j  is  used  as  an  English  coasonant,  and  procounred  rather 
soft.  This  accent  '  over  a  voirel  is  to  lengthen  it.  It  moHt  be  obserrnl 
tlut  this  short  collection  of  words  and  phrases  is  not  giren  nilliBn; 
pretension  (a  that  accuracy  which  is  go  difficult  of  attainment  in  express- 
ing the  pronunciation  of  one  Ian  guage  by  the  alphabet  of  another,  vhicli 
difficulty  is.  perhaps,  greater  in  Rnss  than  almost  any  other  in  Europe  i 
but  it  is  sufficiently  correct  to  be  in  some  degree  usefiil  to  a  Mran^ 
in  the  country. 


NUMBEBS. 

m 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

Fire 

Adin 

d™ 

Tri 
Tchetiri 

Pi«t 

Tchieit 

ScTen 

Eight 

Nine 
Ten 
Eleren 
TweWe 

Decitt 

and  sc 

on  always  adding  ualiatl  to  each  number  op  U  ^H 

Twenty                        Dvatwtt                        H 
Twenty-one                 Dvat/aM  adin               ^M 
Twenty-two                 Dvatiatt  dvl                  ^ 

ands 

0  on,  always  adding  the  onit  np  to  one 

hondred- 

Thirty 
Forty 

8i«y 

Trilzatt                     Seventy 
Sorok                        Eighty 
Hidisiatt                   Ninety 
Tchiesdisiatt              Hundred 

TEilE. 

Semdisiatt 
Vo«emdiHaU 
Devitnoati 
Sto 

A  year 
A  month 
A  weeli 

Cod                     1 

MesetK 

Nedilia                ' 

A  day 

An  hour 

.^uj 

VOCABULARY. 


DAYS  OF  THE  WEEK. 


Monday 
Tuesday 
Wednesday 
Thursday 

To  eat 

To  drink 

To  breakfast 

To  dine 

To  sup 

A  roast 

A  fowl 

A  chicken 

Beef 

Veal 

Ham 

Soup 

Potatoes 

Apples 

Pears 

Cucumbers 

Salt 

Salted 

Pepper 

Bread 

Butter 

mk 

Wine 

Com  Brandy 

Beer 

Coffee 

Water 

Hot  water 

Cold  water 

Tea-urn 

Tea-pot 

A  pail 

A  bottle 

A  glass 

A  wine-glass 

A  knife 

A  fork 

A  spoon 

The  stove 

A  light,  or  fire 

A  napkin 

A  duster 

A  dress  of  skins 


Ponidiluik 

Friday 

Piatnitza 

Vtomik 

Saturday 

Subota 

Sirida 

Sunday 

Voskrisinie 

Tchitverg 

KuchaU 

Town 

Gor5d 

Pitt 

Street 

OnliUka 

ZaTtricatt 

Square 

Plotchad 

Obidatt 

Church 

Tserkov 

Orejiuatt 

House 

Dvor 

Jareno 

Shop 

Lafki 

Ruritza 

Parade 

Platz  parad 

Tzeplenok 

Barrack 

Kazarm 

Goviadini 

Bridge 

Most 

Tiliatini 

River 

Reka 

Vitchili 

A  village 

Driviniu 

Supa 

Road 

Daroga 

Rartoffel 

Post  station 

Stanitza 

Tabloki 

Market 

Rynok 

Gruchi 

Quay 

Bereg 

Ogartzi 

SoU 

To  write 

Picatt 

Solini 

I  shall  write 

Lapaichn 

Pepe 

Paper 

Bumag 

Khber 

Ink 

Tschernaila 

Masla 

Pens 

Piro 

Yaitzi 

Pencil 

Karandash 

Malako 

Vina 

A  carriage 

Kareta 

Votka 

A  post  cart 

Telega 

Piva 

A  wheel 

Kolesso 

Caffe 

The  pole 

Dichlo 

Vodi 

A  cord 

Verevka 

Goriatche  vodi 

A  trunk 

Sunduk 

Kolodne  vodi 

A  blacksmith 

Kunitza 

Somovar 

Horse 

Loshad 

Tchainik 

Horses 

Loshadei 

Vedro 

Hay 

Sena 

Botilkn 

Straw 

Solome 

Stakan 

Riumka 

Droskj  driver 

Istvostchik 

Nojik 

Postihon 

Yemstchik 

Vilka 

Employe 

Chinovnik 

Loshka 

Waiter 

Tchelovik 

Petchki 

Traiteur 

Traktir 

Agon 
SoTfetka 

Porter 

Dvomik 

Water-carrier 

Vodovosk 

Tripka 

Shoob 

Yes 

Dk 
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^^^B 

Avei 

^^^1 

■         X. 

Nielt 

It  is  deu-               Dorogo  ^^^H 

■          Verj  i.ell,  good  Kirosho 

It  i»  aheap            Decbat^^^H 

■          Not  ngbt,  bud 

NlkaroEho 

1  don't  know         Kisnito.  ^^^H 

■          Do  beller 

Zdelaitutchi 

It  does  oDl  vaut  Nenado  ^^^^H 

F          They  cmnot 

Nelzia 

I  won't  have         NikatidZVI 

Bring 

Prenejeti 

Gololhebalh     Poitei  nwST 

More 

Eslcho 

Is  it  ready?          GotoTOli? 

Enough 

Davoloo 

Not  eanngh 

Nidaiolno 

Whoi«lhcr«?      Kto-limf 

Too  long 

Dalgo 

la     how    many  Tcberes   skoUo 
hours?                  tcbaaaff? 

■           Hidf 

Poloyina 

■          Quarter 

Tehet»ert 

Pass   the   night  Zdeasooich 

■          Gre.t 

Bolshoi 

here                      chiTiti       _ 

■         Small.  Uttle 

Malo 

Is  it  possible?       Mojncii? 

■         Old 

StnraJa 

Ho*          many 

■          New 

Novaia 

Tersts?              SkolfcirirrM? 
Are  tbe  horses  Zapriajini  U«b- 

■         If  joD  please 

PojaiusiB 

to?                       ilei? 

Thank  you 

lilsrdaste 

What  is  there  to 

Oood  raoroing 

Zdrostuite 

pav  for  Iheni?  Aolko  pro);cn  ! 
Drink  money       Ka  Totka 

Goodbye 

ProBlcb^le 

TeU  me 

Stojile-mue 

I  will  give  you 

Let    u«  go  (0 

drink  money     Dam  na  Totka 

fool) 

Poidem 

I  will  not  give 

l^t  us  go  (in 

yon          drink 

carnage) 

Poedem 

money               ITidain  nt  votLi 

This  way,  here 

Etlasudt 

Go  on                   PoshdU 

GJTeiu 

Dailenam 

Drive  gently         Tisbe  or  poniil.' 

What  is  il? 

Tschtotakoi? 

Hurry                   Sforri 

Hark  1       hear 

Slop'                   Stoi 

lUten  1 

Posluchil 

Draw  back            Kaxad 

HowdothpycaU 

To  the  right         Na  pt«»« 

To  the  left            Na  Un^^H 

KftkMvnl? 

What    does     i 

Tschio  at<»U  ? 

A  verst  is  iwo-thirds  of  an  English 

^^^^1 

The  Russian  foot  h  the  samK  as  the 

English.                               ^^^H 

1  SajJne 

T&MEit^^^H 

Tlie  inch  is  alsn 

the  same  as  the  En 

^^^H 

Ad  arcfai 

e 

as  bch«s      ^^^H 

■ 

iirssiAN 

^^^1 

■                       «8  t^'"^ 

MloUik^^^H 

H                   96  lolotniks 

pr-and    '^^^^| 

■                    40  pound 

(Sii  English  BTuinl 

I  pood        ^^H 
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RUSSIAN  MONEY. 


GOLD. 


The  gold  imperial 

„  pol  (or  half)  imperial 

„  quarter       .  .  .  .10 

(This  varies  with  the  agio  on  gold.) 
There  is  also  the  gold  ruble,  but  it  is  a 

very  scarce  coin         .  .  .5 


40  paper  roubles 
20 


t» 


»» 


>» 


»» 


99 


>» 


SILVER. 


Silver  copecks.   Copper  copecks. 


The  silver  rouble  is  equal  to 

•                        • 

100 

or 

350 

„    half        „ 

»» 

• 

50 

*f 

175 

„    quarter 

t» 

marked 

25 

♦» 

87i 

„    a  fifth    „ 

»»            • 

»» 

20 

99 

70 

»>         »♦        »» 

»»      • 

•    »t 

15 

>« 

52 1 

„    a  tenth   „ 

»» 

»» 

10 

»* 

35 

,,    a  twentieth 

»♦      • 

•    ♦» 

5 

t> 

171 

COFFER. 

Ten-copeck  pieces  are  marked 

. 

• 

. 

10 

Five       „             „ 

»» 

.            • 

• 

5 

Three    „ 

»»       • 

• 

• 

. 

3 

Two       „             „ 

»♦ 

.            • 

• 

2 

One        „             „ 

»♦       • 

. 

• 

. 

1 

There  is  also  a  half-copeck 

piece  and  a 

quarter. 

PAPER. 

All  notes  of  the  value  of  twenty-five  roubles,  papery  or  above  that 
number,  are  on  white  paper. 

Those  on  pink  paper  are  of  ten  roubles,  paper. 
blue       „  five  „ 

These  notes  are  being  withdrawn,  and  others  are  issuing  of  the  value 
of  a  certain  number  of  silver  roubles  ;  these  are  on  white  paper. 

A  silver  rouble  is  worth  about  three  shillings  and  fourpence. 

A  paper  rouble,  which  is  equal  to  28|  silver,  or  100  copper  copecks, 
is  worth  from  elevenpence  to  elevenpence  halfpenny,  according  to  the 
exchange,  which  fluctuated  a  good  deal  some  years  ago,  particularly 
in  Odessa.    It  has  lately  been  more  steady. 


W.  Tjlt  r.  Printer,  Bolt-court,  FUetHrtrctt. 


ir' 


I 


i 


I 


